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Studying the Bible for Spiritual Growth
 Part 4
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Principles for Spiritual Growth
 The main reason for bible study is Transformation not just information.
 How I receive the Word determines my response to the Word. My responses are shown in my daily actions and activities.
 In order to grow spiritually I must invest my time, attention, and money in my Bible Study. What God provides for me, will always exceed what I invest.
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Why we read the Bible
 In every command and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God, by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He who by faith receives the word is receiving the very life and character of God. Christ’s Object Lessons, 38
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Key Text
 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. Acts 8:34-35
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step One - Personalize the passage through prayer and paraphrase
 Prayer - Take the verse or passage you are studying and pray it back to God.
 Paraphrase - Take the verse or passage you are studying and put it in your own words.
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step Two - Meditate on the passage or verse. Ask yourself within what i just read, is there a...
 Sin to confess? Do I need to make any restitution?
 Promise to claim? Is it a universal promise? Have I met the conditions?
 Attitude to change? Am I willing to eliminate the negative and build the positive?
 Command to obey? Am I willing to do it no matter how I feel?
 Example to follow? Is it a positive one to follow or negative one to avoid?
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step Two, continued - Meditate on the passage or verse. Ask yourself within what i just read, is there a...
 Prayer to pray? Is there anything I need to pray back to God?
 Error to avoid? Is there any problem that I should be aware of?
 Truth to believe? What new things can I learn about God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit and/or other biblical insight?
 Something to praise God for? Is there something here I can be thankful for?
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step Three - Write out an application
 Four elements every bible study application should have
 1. Your application should be personal
 You should write it in the first person singular using I, me or My.
 “I need to...”
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step Three - Write out an application
 2. Your application should be practical
 It should be something specific you can do based on a definite course of action.
 “I need to save some money.”
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step Three - Write out an application
 3. Your application should be possible
 It should be something you know you can accomplish.
 “I Need to Save $100.”
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step Three - Write out an application
 4. Your application should be provable
 Develop a follow up to check on your success, so you will know you have done it, including a time limit.
 “I need to save $100 before the end of the month.”
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Four steps to getting a practical application out of your Bible Study
 Step Four - Memorize a key verse from your study.
 This will keep the purpose and direction of your application always in front of you.
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Principle for Spiritual Growth
 I grow spiritually when I apply what i study to become more Christlike.
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I Will Dig Deeper By
 Using the forms during my Bible Study.
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