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 STEM programs are important!!
 • 80% of future jobs will require STEM literacy. Yet, students spend less than 20% of their waking hours inside a school-day classroom. (Afterschool Alliance)
 • Students in the United States rank 25th in math and 17th in science skills among their peers in other industrialized countries. (Afterschool Alliance)
 • The U.S. will require far greater numbers of individuals with science, technology, engineering and math degrees if we are going to maintain a leadership role in the global economy. (California STEM Learning Network)
 • A STEM-literate workforce adds value, productivity, and innovations to the local, state and national economy. (National Governors Association)
 • The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that employment in science and math occupations will grow 70 percent faster than the overall growth for all occupations. (Center for Digital Education)
 • Afterschool science programs can improve students' attitudes towards science; increase their scientific knowledge and skills; and, in some cases, raise grades, test scores, and college attendance. (2008 Harvard Program in Education, Afterschool & Resiliency study)
 • Many students, especially those from underrepresented communities, find it difficult to envision themselves in these careers due to the lack of role models in their local communities. (California STEM Learning Network)
 • As youth get older they report significantly less interest and self-confidence in their science ability. Children ages 6-12 report a high level of interest and belief in their science abilities; by age 14, interest and self-confidence related to science drops off. (U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics)
 • Interest in science careers among eighth grade students can be a better predictor than test performance in determining which students will pursue careers in science. (Basken 2006)
 • Students need to see the relevance of STEM to their personal goals and daily lives, especially in the middle school years and beyond, which may account for a large part of the gap in student achievement. (Gates Foundation 2006)
 • Participation in science afterschool / summer programs has been correlated with increased likelihood of selecting science-related college majors. (2008 Harvard Program in Education, Afterschool & Resiliency study)
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 But STEM programs are hard to deliver.
 • STEM programs require quality adult mentors / leaders.
 • After school programs, summer camps, and other in-person offerings have a limited ability to scale.
 • Nurturing an interest in STEM requires more than a one-off interaction.
 • A love for STEM is best nurtured by someone you know, trust and enjoy interacting with.
 • How someone is introduced to STEM is an important part of getting a child motivated…it needs to be relevant and fun.
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 The good news, STEM Programs can be supported and/or delivered virtually.
 A virtual option does many things:
 • significantly expands the pool of quality mentors.
 • increases the size of the network that can support a STEM program.
 • provides a way to scale / replicate a program.
 • exponentially increases the number of participants that can be supported by a STEM program.
 • provides additional models for generating revenue and/or providing “scholarships”.
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 Kin Valley’s Platform is a Perfect Virtual Solution For Distributing STEM Programs.
 Kin Valley (KV) can leverage its existing platform in several ways:
 • KV permission system creates a safe environment for kids and adults to interact.
 • KV platform is designed for meaningful interactions / sharing.
 • KV platform supports key goals for any organization that provides a STEM curriculum (recruiting, retention, expanded delivery, revenue).
 • specific customization brings STEM to life in a compelling / unique way.
 • KV platform brings a technology component to the delivery of STEM.
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 Kin Valley can support virtual STEM Programs.
 GirlStart would be integrated into the valley of program participants.
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 Kin Valley can support virtual STEM Programs.
 Participants could select and add Mentors to their valley.
 Participants would select Mentors they are interested in interacting with.
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 Kin Valley can support virtual STEM Programs.
 Mentors would be accessible through a participant’s valley. STEM is brought to life in a fun, engaging way.
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 Kin Valley can support virtual STEM Programs.
 Other support networks (i.e. friends & family) surround the STEM program.
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 Kin Valley can support virtual STEM Programs.
 Mentors create groups that include participants, projects, how-to’s, and content showing participants experiences..

Page 11
                        

KinValley.comConfidential
 Kin Valley can support virtual STEM Programs.
 Mentors provide projects and guidance. Participants can interact with others in the Mentor’s group as they work on their projects.
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 Kin Valley can support virtual STEM Programs.
 Participants have many ways to display their love of STEM, their projects and their interactions with other STEM participants.
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 Additional Considerations: Keeping Program Safe
 All participants will be verified per COPPA (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act) guidelines:
 • Verified by an adult• Verified with credit card• Invited by someone that has been verified• Validated by organization (i.e. participant in other GirlStart programs)
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 Thank you for your time
 Contact:Jim Donnelly, [email protected]
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