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National and State Powers
 Key Terms
 delegated powers, expressed powers, implied powers, elastic clause, inherent powers, reserved powers, supremacy clause, concurrent powers, enabling act
 Find Out
 • How does the overall power of the national government compare to that of the states?
 • What are the differences between the expressed powers and the implied powers?
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National and State Powers
 Understanding Concepts
 Federalism In what ways does federalism provide constitutional safeguards for the people?
 Section Objective
 Distinguish among the expressed, implied, and inherent powers of the federal government and compare federal powers with state powers.
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Early in American history, South Carolina refused to comply with the tariff of 1828. It “nullified,” or rejected, this law, which hurt agricultural exports. However, President Andrew Jackson declared that a federal law is supreme. South Carolina was forced to accept a new, lower tariff law passed by Congress soon afterward.

Page 4
                        

A. The federal system divides government powers between national and state governments.
 I. The Division of Powers (page 95)
 B. U.S. federalism has continued to change since its inception in 1787.
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States’ rights supporters argue that the national government has too much control over state and local governments. Do you agree? Explain.
 Answers will vary. Students should support their opinions with examples.
 I. The Division of Powers (page 95)
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A. The national government’s expressed powers allow it to levy taxes, to coin money, to make war, to raise an army and navy, and to regulate interstate commerce.
 II. National Powers (pages 95–96)
 B. The implied powers, in the elastic clause of the Constitution, are powers the national government requires to carry out the expressed powers.
 C. The inherent powers of the national government are powers it exercises simply because it is a government.
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II. National Powers (pages 95–96)
 How do implied and inherent powers affect the national government?
 Implied and inherent powers have strengthened the national government.
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A. The reserved powers belong strictly to the states, which may exercise any power not delegated to the national government, reserved to the people, or denied them by the Constitution.
 III. The States and the Nation (pages 96–98)
 B. The supremacy clause makes U.S. acts and treaties supreme.
 C. National and state governments exercise concurrent powers independently.
 D. The Constitution lists powers denied to both national and state governments.
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III. The States and the Nation (pages 96–98)
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III. The States and the Nation (pages 96–98)
 What are some of the concurrent powers?
 The power to tax, to maintain courts and define crimes, and to appropriate private property for public use.
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A. States are guaranteed a republican form of government.
 IV.Guarantees to the States (pages 98–99)
 B. States are guaranteed protection from invasion and domestic violence.
 C. States are guaranteed respect for their territorial integrity.
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IV.Guarantees to the States (pages 98–99)
 How does the national government react to natural disasters that affect states?
 The government’s definition of domestic violence includes natural disasters, so they often order troops to aid disaster victims and provide low-cost loans to help repair damages.

Page 13
                        

A. Congress has the power to admit new states to the Union.
 V. Admission of New States (pages 99–101)
 B. Congress or the president may set conditions for admitting a state.
 C. Each state admitted is equal to every other state.
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V. Admission of New States (pages 99–101)
 Should the existing states, not Congress or the president, have the power to impose certain conditions before a new state can be admitted to the Union? Explain your reasons.
 No. The Constitution spells out the conditions for admission of states.
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A. The NGA helps the states’ governors solve common problems.
 VI.The National Governor’s Association(pages 101–
 102)
 B. By joining together, governors become more active in national policy making.
 C. The Constitution obligates states to conduct and pay for all elections of federal officials and to consider the ratification of constitutional amendments.
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VI.The National Governor’s Association(pages 101–
 102)
 Should state governors have a larger role in determining national domestic policy? Explain.
 Governors have no constitutional role in determining national policy. They may, however, lobby on issues.
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A. The Supreme Court and the federal courts settle disputes between the states and the national government.
 B. The Court has held that the national government is supreme.
 VII. The Courts as Umpire (page 102)
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VII. The Courts as Umpire (page 102)
 What role does the Supreme Court play in our federal system?
 The Supreme Court makes final judgments on constitutional issues, resolves differences among the states, and reviews the actions of state and local governments.
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1. Main Idea Using a graphic organizer like the one below, give an example of each kind of power granted to the national government.
 Checking for Understanding
 Answers might include: Expressed—levy taxes; coin money; declare war; raise an army. Implied—draft soldiers; regulate nuclear power. Inherent—control immigration; establish diplomatic relations.
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___ concurrent powers
 ___ enabling act
 ___ delegated powers
 ___ expressed powers
 ___ elastic clause
 ___ supremacy clause
 A. powers directly stated in the Constitution
 B. powers the Constitution grants to the national government
 C. powers that both the national government and states have
 D. gives Congress the right to make all laws “necessary and proper”
 E. states that the Constitution, laws passed by Congress, and treaties of the United States “shall be the supreme Law of the Land”
 F. the first step in the state admission procedure
 Checking for Understanding
 C
 F
 B
 A
 D
 E
 Match the term with the correct definition.
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3. Identify necessary and proper clause, McCulloch v. Maryland.
 Checking for Understanding
 Necessary and proper clause, or elastic clause, is the basis for implied powers in the Constitution.
 McCulloch v. Maryland is the Supreme Court ruling that in the instance of a conflict between the national government and a state government, the national government is supreme.
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4. What kinds of powers may states exercise?
 Checking for Understanding
 States may exercise reserved powers, or those powers not delegated to the federal government by the Constitution or prohibited by it to the states.
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5. Making Comparisons How do the obligations of the national government to states compare to obligations of states to the national government?
 Critical Thinking
 The federal government must guarantee each state a republican form of government, must protect states from invasion and internal violence, and must respect the territorial integrity of each state. The states conduct and pay for elections of all national officials, and the states must approve constitutional amendments before they can become law.

Page 24
                        

Federalism New states coming into the Union have had to follow a process established by Congress. Beginning with the enabling act passed by Congress, create a flow chart that shows the dates and conditions by which your state was admitted to the Union.
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