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Part Three (continued): Electoral Systems & Linkage
 Institutions
 “Our political institutions work remarkably well. They are designed to clang against each other. The noise is democracy at work.” -- Michael Novak (American
 philosopher)
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Electoral Systems Rules that decide how votes are
 Cast Counted Translated into seats in a legislature

Page 3
                        

Electoral Systems (FPTP) First Past the Post (FPTP), Plurality, Winner
 Take All Winner must get more votes than anyone else Does NOT require a majority to win* Single member districts (SMD)
 Encourages large, broad-based parties** Why?
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Electoral Systems (PR)• Plurality systems encourage large, broad-based parties because…• no matter how many people run in a district, the person with the largest # of votes wins• this encourages parties to become larger, spreading their “umbrellas” to embrace more voters• Parties without big groups of voters supporting them have little hope of winning• The Problems with First Past the Post Voting Explained - YouTube
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7tWHJfhiyo
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7tWHJfhiyo
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Electoral Systems Proportional Representation (PR)
 Creates multi-member districts More than one legislative seat in each district
 Ballots are cast for a party, not an individual Open vs closed list
 Percentage of votes a party gets determines # of seats
 Encourages multiple parties
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Electoral Systems (PR)• Discussion Question: Why do PR Electoral Systems encourage a multi-party system?
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Electoral Systems (PR)• Discussion Question: Why do PR Electoral Systems encourage a multi-party system?• Pure form encourages a large # of small parties because they have a good chance of getting some of their candidates elected• This could lead to high # of parties with 1 seat (1%), so most set a threshold• Threshold – minimum % of vote that a party must receive in order to secure even one seat in the legislature• Usual threshold is 5% (Israel has lowest – only 2%)
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Electoral Systems• Discussion Question: What are the advantages of PR Electoral Systems?
 • Discussion Question: What are the disadvantages of PR Electoral Systems?
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Electoral Systems• Discussion Question: What are the advantages of PR Electoral Systems?
 1. Minority interests are represented2. Women are more likely to be elected to office3. Emphasis on ideas over personalities
 • Discussion Question: What are the disadvantages of PR Electoral Systems?
 1. Too many small parties with disproportionate importance
 2. PR facilitates extremist parties
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Electoral Systems Mixed system
 Combines first past the post & proportional
 Some # of seats are single-member & some are proportional
 Mixed-Member Proportional Representation Explained - YouTube
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QT0I-sdoSXU&feature=related
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QT0I-sdoSXU&feature=related
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QT0I-sdoSXU&feature=related
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QT0I-sdoSXU&feature=related
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Types of Elections Election of public officials Referendum
 Votes on policy issues Examples? Plebiscite
 A non-binding vote to gauge public opinion on an issue
 Initiative Vote on a policy initiated by
 the people
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Linkage Institutions Connect (“link”) the government to its
 citizens Political parties Interest groups Media
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Linkage Institutions – Political Parties Political Parties
 Functions?
 One-Party System Communist States
 One-Party Dominant System Mexico during most of 20th cent
 (PRI domination) Russia (United Russia)
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Linkage Institutions – Political Parties Two-party system
 The most rare system Two-and-a-Half Party System?
 Third party that influences which of two major parties get in power
 Multi-party systems Most common Found in parliamentary systems commonly
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Interest Groups Organizations of like-minded people
 Want to influence & shape public policy Often have a great deal in common with political
 parties
 Discuss: How are interest groups different from political parties?
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Interest Groups Differences: Parties influence govt primarily through the
 electoral process (run candidates). Interest groups often support candidates, but do not run their own candidates.
 Parties generate and support a broad spectrum of policies; interest groups support one or a few related policies.
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Interest Groups Evaluate in terms of how much autonomy
 they have Authoritarian (“transmission belts”) Democracies
 Pluralism Corporatism
 Pluralism Power is split
 among many groups
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Interest Groups Corporatism
 Fewer groups compete, usually one for each interest sector (labor, ag)
 Two Types: State Corporatism
 State determines which groups are brought in Neocorporatism
 Interest groups take the lead and dominate the state

Page 19
                        

Interest Group Strength: Autonomy From the State
 Less Autonomy More Autonomy
 Interest Groups as
 “Transmission Belts”
 Corporatism Interest Group
 Pluralism
 No autonomyFrom the
 state
 State and interest group
 autonomy mixed
 Autonomy from
 the state
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