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                            	1. Owl Pellets


2. Size: 20-24 (50-60 cm) Male: A chunky brown and gray owl with
dark horizontal barring on chest, and vertical streaking on belly.
Large head with dark brown eyes. Female: same as male, only
slightly lighter Juvenile: same as adult Nest: cavity; no nesting
material brought in; 1 brood per year Eggs: 2-3; white, unmarked
Incubation: 28-33 days; female incubates Fledging: 42-44 days;
female and male feed young Migration: non-migrator Food: mammals,
small birds Compare: Lacks the horns of Great Horned Owl. Its our
only owl with dark eyes. About twice the size of the tiny Eastern
Screech-Owl. A very common owl that can often be seen hunting
during the day. Prefers dense woodlands with sparse undergrowth.
Can be attracted with a simple nest box with a large opening
attached to a tree. The young will stay with the parents for up to
four months after fledging. Often sounds like a dog barking just
before giving an eight-hoot call which sounds like,
Who-cooks-for-you? 3. Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus 4. Size:
20-25 (50-63 cm) Male: Robust brown horned owl with bright yellow
eyes, and V-shaped white bib. Female: same as male, only slightly
larger Juvenile: similar to adult Nest: no nest; takes over nests
of crows, Great Blue Herons, and hawks, or uses partial cavities; 1
brood per year Eggs: 2; white, unmarked Incubation: 26-30 days;
female incubates Fledging: 30-35 days; male and female feed young
Migration: non-migrator Food: small mammals, birds, snakes, insects
Compare: Barred Owl has no horns and dark eyes. Over twice the size
of the Eastern Screech-Owl. Earliest nesting bird in Pennsylvania,
it lays eggs in January and February. Has excellent hearing; able
to hear a mouse moving under a foot of snow. Ears are actually
tufts of feathers (horns) and have nothing to do with hearing. Not
able to turn head all the way around. Wing feathers are ragged on
the end, resulting in a silent flight. Eyelids close from the top
down, like humans. Fearless, it is one of the few animals that will
kill skunks and porcupines. Because of this, they are sometimes
called the Flying Tiger (Tekiela, 159) 5. Eastern Screech-Owl Otus
asio 6. Size: 9 (22.5 cm) Male: A small eared owl that occurs in
one of two permanent color phases. Birds are either mottled with
gray and white; or they are red brown with white. Bright yellow
eyes. Female: same as male Juvenile: lighter gray than adult, may
lack the ear tufts Nest: cavity, old woodpecker cavity; 1 brood per
year Eggs: 4-5; white, unmarked Incubation: 25-26 days; female
incubates; male feeds female on nest Fledging: 26-27 days; male and
female feed young Migration: non-migrator Food: large insects,
small mammals, birds, snakes Compare: The only small owl with ear
tufts. Can be gray or rust colored. A common owl active at dusk and
at night. Excellent hearing and eyesight. Seldom gives a screeching
call; more commonly gives a tremulous, descending whiny trill that
sounds like it came from the sound track of a scary movie. Will
nest in wooden nest box. Often seen sunning themselves at nest box
holes during winter. Male and female roost together at night, and
are thought to mate for life. Different color phases are called
morphs. Gray morph more common than red. (Tekiela, 195) 7.
Long-eared Owl Asio otus 8. Size: About the size of a crow with a
wingspan of 40 inches. They weigh about three quarters of a pound
and stand about 16 inches high. Eggs: 3-8 Incubation: females
incubate for nearly a month Food: feed heavily on mice but will
take insects and frogs Compare: The ears of the aptly named
long-eared owls are just ear tufts. When their ear tufts are held
up, the birds resemble a slender great horned owl. Their ear tufts
are set closer together, and they have streaking on their belly.
Remote coniferous forests are their preferred habitat, so you are
less likely to come across one. Their hoot sounds dove-like with a
soft repeating hoo, hoo, hoo. Long-eared owls feed heavily on mice
but will take insects and frogs. (Young, 183) 9. Barn Owls Tyto
alba 10. Size: About 20 inches tall and have a wingspan almost four
feet across. They weigh less than two pounds. Nest: cavity; from
March through May choosing among an available barn, silo, church
tower, hollow tree or abandoned building. Eggs: Up to 11 white eggs
are laid on a bare or mostly bare surface within the cavity.
Incubation: takes about one month, with both parents feeding the
chicks who take their first flights about 12 weeks after hatching.
Food: feed almost exclusively on small rodents. Compare: Barn owls
do not have ear tufts and they do not hoot. They do have a call- a
scream actually. They also whistle and hiss, but it is the
blood-curdling scream that has put the hairs on end of many an
unsuspecting observer of this ghostly owl Because barn owls feed so
heavily on rodents, most farmers in the state welcome these birds
nesting in their barns and silos. Some even install nesting boxes
to encourage these mousers to take up permanent residence and help
keep the rodent population under control. Once a threatened species
in Pennsylvania, the barn owl is still considered an At Risk
Species by the Pennsylvania Game Commission. (Young, 185) 11.
Adaptations of the Barn Owl The facial disc collects sound and
funnels it to the inner ear. The ears are placed asymmetrically,
and this allows the owl to pinpoint the exact location of its
prey.The Barn Owl has eyesight which is two times as sensitive to
light as that of humans. It is also motionsensitive. Despite their
excellent vision night-vision, the Barn Owl is perfectly capable of
seeing in broad daylight.Large wings with soft feathers, together
with a light-weight body, enable near silent flight.Long legs with
sharp talons allow the Barn Owl to capture prey in dense
vegetation.Text: The Barn Owl TrustPhoto: Birket, 2012 12. Hunting:
Owls hunt using both sight and sound. Owls learn to associate the
sight of their prey with the sounds they make, so that when they
are unable to visually locate their prey they may instead track it
using their auditory senses. Thus, owls will not attack each and
every noise they hear in the darkrather, they track and attack prey
that makes noises the owl is familiar with: sounds they have
connected to the reward of prey (Konishi 494) Not all owls hunt at
night: the short-eared owl is a Crepuscular hunter, meaning that it
hunts at both dawn and dusk. It listens for the sounds of its prey,
which typically includes small rodents such as voles and mice
(Dybas 16). Slow Motion Video of Barn Owl HuntingPhoto: Yeliseev,
2007 Earth Unplugged. Slow Motion Barn Owl AttackSlo Mo #11Earth
Unplugged. Online Video Clip. Youtube. Youtube, 25 Apr. 2013. Web,
30 Nov. 2013. 13. The Owl and Urban Sprawl: Urban sprawl has
resulted in the decline of owl populations all across the
continental United States. Locally, the population of the
short-eared owl is following the decline in agriculture. As Cheryl
Dybas writes in her article detailing the population of Adams
County, Pa: As more and more farmers roll up their hay bales for
the last time and turn to other ways of making a living, a
succession of shrubs and trees takes over their farmlands. The
agricultural grasslands turn into forests (Dybas 16). The
short-eared owl depends upon grasslands: this habitat is home to
the favored diet of the owl, mice and voles. As the habitat
disappears so to do the creatures inhabiting it. The transformation
of farm land into developments is another major loss of habitat for
the owl and the rodents it consumes is another factor contributing
to its decline (Dybas 16) The owl is listed on Pennsylvanias
endangered species list, as well as the lists of five additional
states (Dybas 16). The North American Breeding Bird Survey
concluded that the population of the short-eared owl has declined
by 3% each year between 1966 and 2001 (Dybas 16).Photo: Peltomaa,
2012 14. Owl Calls:Eastern Screech Owl TrillBarn Owl Scream Cornell
Ornithology LabGreat Horned Owl DuetBarred Owl HootShort Eared Owl
BarkLong Eared Owl Hoot 15. Teddy, The Barred OwlLeFevre, 2013 16.
Bibliography Adaptations. The Barn Owl Trust. 2012. Web, 24 Nov.
2013. Birket, Darrel. Barn Owl. 3 May, 2012. Online image. Flickr.
30 Nov. 2013. Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Barn Owl Scream. n.d. 18
Nov. 2013 Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Barred Owl Hoot. n.d. 18 Nov.
2013 Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Eastern Screech Owl Trill. n.d. 18
Nov. 2013 Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Great Horned Owl Duet. n.d.
18 Nov. 2013 Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Long Eared Owl Hoot. n.d.
18 Nov. 2013 Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Short Eared Owl Bark. n.d.
18 Nov. 2013 Dybas, Cheryl Lyn. "Wings Over Pennsylvania." National
Wildlife (World Edition) 44.1 (2005): 16-18. Academic Search
Premier. Web. 14 Oct. 2013. Earth Unplugged. Slow Motion Barn Owl
AttackSlo Mo #11Earth Unplugged. Online Video Clip. Youtube.
Youtube, 25 Apr. 2013. Web, 30 Nov. 2013. Konishi, Masakazu. "How
The Owl Tracks Its Prey." American Scientist 100.6 (2012): 494503.
Academic Search Premier. Web. 14 Oct. 2013. 17. Bibliography
(continued) Peltomaa, Anders. Short-Eared Owl. 20 Feb. 2012. Online
image. Flickr. 30 Nov. 2013. LeFevre, Beth. Teddy the Barred Owl.
29 July, 2013. LeFevre, Beth. Teddy the Barred Owl 2. 29 July,
2013. Yeliseev, Sergey. Short-Eared Owl. 7 May 2007. Online image.
Flickr. 30 Nov. 2013 18. Bibliography Continued Tekiela, S. (2000).
Birds of Pennsylvania Field Guide. Cambridge, MN: Adventure
Publications. Young, K. J. (2012). PA Wildlife Journal Birds and
Mammals. York, PA: Graphics Universal. Bydlowski, D., Ribits, F.
Owl Pellets. OnLine Video Clip. YouTube. YouTube, 25 Feb. 2011.
Web. 28 Nov. 2013. KorKosz, C. Barn Owl Tyto Alba. 26 Oct. 1988.
Online Image. The Owl Pages. 28 Nov. 2013. Zoest, P. V. Long-Eared
Owl. 08 Nov. 2009. Online Image. TrekNature. 28 Nov. 2013. Yolton,
B. Eastern Screech Owl. 2005. Online Image. urbanhawks.blog.com. 28
Nov. 2013. Compton, J. R. Great Horned Owl. 2007. Online Image. The
Birds of the Rio Grande. 28 Nov. 2013. Wikipedia. Barred Owl. 18
Oct. 2006. Online Image. Wikipedia The Free Encylopedia. 28 Nov.
2013. Blogger. How Owls Form a Pellet. Online Image. Adventures
With Mel and Syd. 28 Nov. 2013.
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