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teamtreehouse.com
 Commonly Confused Words and Grammatical Errors
 Online Writing Tips
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The Purpose of this Presentation !
 Whether you’re coding pages or writing marketing copy, everyone should know how to write well and avoid common mistakes. !We hope these examples help you spot problems before they undermine your credibility or cost you business.
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I took some picture’s of my new car.
 I took some pictures of my new car.
 Used to show possession or contractions
 NOT used to make words plural
 Apostrophes
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You should of seen the fireworks tonight!
 You should have seen the fireworks tonight!
 Combination of two words: is not = isn’t
 Should’ve = should have, NOT should of
 Contractions
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We provide "responsive" web design.
 We provide responsive web design.
 Used to quote something or someone: “Hello,” he said.
 Should NOT be used to add emphasis
 Quotation Marks
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There's many mistakes on the page.
 There are many mistakes on the page.
 Both the subject and verb should agree
 Singular subjects require a singular verb: “The dog barks.”
 Subject/Verb Agreement
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I found broken code and correct it.
 I found broken code and corrected it.
 Select a tense for your writing and keep it consistent
 Commonly used: past, present, or future tense
 Consistent Tense
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Nick would never use no version of Internet Explorer.
 Nick would never use any version of Internet Explorer.
 If you start your sentence with a negative, don’t add another
 Often occurs when trying to add emphasis
 Double Negatives

Page 9
                        

Running late again, Nick called Jason to find out where he was.
 Since Jason was running late again, Nick called him to find out where he was.
 Common problem when connecting two sentence fragments
 Each fragment needs to agree with, refer correctly the other
 Dangling Participles
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Our new app's logo looks so much better than before.
 Our app’s new logo looks so much better than before.
 Bad placement of an adjective or adverb
 The wrong subject gets described
 Misplaced Modifiers
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When I saw that hilarious video, I literally died laughing.
 When I saw that hilarious video, I literally laughed out loud.
 Adverb meaning "exactly" or "in a literal sense or manner"
 If it literally happened, it actually happened
 Misuse of the word “Literally”
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Jason made lunch for Nick and I.
 Jason made lunch for Nick and me.
 Confusion happens when referring to “another person and me”
 Tip: remove other person, does sentence still sound correct?
 I vs. Me
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You’re YourContraction
 Means “you are” !
 Example: You're going
 to love the new Godzilla movie.
 Possessive Belongs to you
 !Example:
 Is this your first time going to this theatre?

Page 14
                        

They’re TheirContraction
 Means “they are” !
 Example: They’re going to the movies
 to see Godzilla.
 Possessive Belongs to they
 !Example:
 This is their third time seeing
 that movie.
 ThereLocation
 Opposite of here !
 Example: The entrance to
 the theatre is over there.
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It's ItsContraction Means “it is”
 !Example:
 It’s not a good day because I broke
 my phone.
 Possessive Belongs to it
 !Example:
 My phone landed right on
 its screen.
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To Tooa. With directions b. In place of verbs
 !Examples:
 I need directions to the theater.
 !I want to go but
 my friend doesn’t want to.
 Adjective Excessive, overly
 !Example:
 Your phone is too noisy.
 Please turn it down.
 TwoNumber
 1+1 !
 Example: Your phone rang two more times, so I shut it off

Page 17
                        

Effect AffectNoun
 Result of an event !
 Example: The color change
 on our call to action had a
 positive effect.
 Verb Cause a change
 !Example:
 I hope we can affect more numbers positively by making
 other changes.
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Lose LooseVerb
 1. Misplace 2. Not win
 !Example:
 I hope I don’t lose my keys
 again.
 Adjective Unrestrained, not tight
 !Example:
 These pants are so loose I think my keys fell out.
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Peek PeakNoun Top
 !Example:
 There’s a cherry on the peak of that pie.
 PiqueVerb
 Excite !
 Example: That dessert certainly has
 piqued my interest!
 Verb Look
 !Example:
 I’m hungry. Let’s take a peek
 in the fridge.
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Either Neither1 outcome will occur
 Use with “or” !
 Example: Our team will either win or lose today.
 No outcome will occur Use with “nor”
 !Example:
 Neither the rain nor the traffic will keep us
 from today’s game.
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e.g. i.e.Latin: “exempli gratia”
 for example !
 Example: Nick likes desserts,
 e.g. ice cream, pies, cookies.
 Latin: “id est” that is
 !Example:
 Jason made lunch, i.e. two sandwiches,
 a fruit salad, and a lovely apple pie.
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Learn how to build your own websites, code, design apps, and more.
 !
 Visit http://trhou.se/slidesharefreemonth
 to Get 1 Month Free at teamtreehouse.com
 http://trhou.se/slidesharefreemonth
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