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WELCOME TO MERRIAM!
 Need a weekend getaway or coming to visit friends and family in Kansas City? We invite you to explore Merriam, Kansas — conveniently located just 10 minutes from downtown Kansas City!
 Merriam is the perfect place to relax and enjoy the warm hospitality found throughout our charming community. Whether you’re here for a leisure visit or corporate meeting, Merriam is sure to impress you with affordable and inviting accommodations, convenient accessibility to metro area attractions, plentiful restaurants and shopping, and of course, unsurpassed visitor service!
 From fascinating history and fun family events to a diverse blend of unique shops and plentiful recreation, Merriam is Just Right!
 The Visitors Bureau is pleased to offer the following services: group hotel discounts, site/venue inspections, family reunion and sporting event coordination, meeting planning, customized group tours and itineraries, maps, visitor guides and referrals to regional attractions.
 MERRIAM | COMMUNITY INFORMATION
 Merriam, (4.3 square miles) is located in Northeast Johnson County and only eight miles south of downtown Kansas City. A central location along Interstate 35 and relatively small size make Merriam an accessible and convenient place for travelers and residents. With convenient highway access, Merriam is only minutes away from any location in Kansas City. Central location, affordable housing, nationally ranked schools and an active business climate give Merriam all of the advantages of a metropolitan area while retaining the sense of community and hospitality often found in small towns.
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MERRIAM | HISTORY
 Originally named Cambelltown in 1864 after David Gee Campbell, the area was renamed after Charles Merriam, an executive with the Ft. Scott and Gulf Railroad. The railroad purchased 40 acres in Merriam and built a magnifi cent amusement park (dedicated in 1880 by Ulysses S. Grant). Merriam became known in the area as a resort town with thousands of people traveling by rail during the summer. The Merriam Park contained a lagoon, zoo and dozens of concessions and games along with a baseball diamond, tennis courts, croquet grounds and a horse driven merry-go-round.
 MERRIAM | HISTORIC PLAZA
 In 2006, the Merriam Historic Plaza was built to pay homage to the former Merriam Park and features a historic walking path, eco-friendly rain garden, native landscaping, a custom-designed “Bear Pit” sculpture and water feature, Visitors Bureau offi ces and meeting space for small groups.
 The Merriam Historic Plaza welcomes visitors at the corner of Shawnee Mission Parkway and Eby, just east of Interstate 35. This historic attraction complements other notable historic sites found throughout Merriam and features 12 outdoor markers depicting the history of Merriam from pre-settlement to current day. The Historic Plaza grounds have been “adopted” by the Friends of the Johnson County Library - Antioch Branch.
 MEETING ROOM INFORMATION:
 Boardroom (24) / Classroom (32) / Theater (50)Wireless internet, projection equipment, open-catering$40-60 per hour / special rates for hotel visitors to Merriam
 To reserve the conference room, please call 913-403-8999.
 CeilingMountedProjector
 EXIT
 MovablePodium
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MERRIAM | ATTRACTIONS
 SKATE WORLD - (9800 W. 62nd Terrace · 913.262.0711 · www.skateworldkc.com) - Discover Kansas City’s best place to roller skate! Skate World offers fun for all ages. Visit during public skating sessions, or arrange for a private party.
 KC INDOOR SKATEPARK - (9701 W. 67th St. · 913.362.5004 · www.kcskatepark.com) - KC Indoor Skatepark is the largest facility in the midwest dedicated to skateboarding. The park features over 22,000 square feet of ramps, boxes, handrails, bowl areas, and street course. Open 7 days a week. Lessons and private sessions available.
 GREATER KANSAS CITY | ATTRACTIONSMERRIAM IS CONVENIENTLY LOCATED WITHIN 25 MINUTES OR LESS OF:
 American Royal Museum & Visitors CenterArrowhead & Kauffman StadiumsBoulevard BreweryCapitol Federal Park at SandstoneCountry Club PlazaCrossroads Arts DistrictCrown Center & Hallmark Visitor CenterDeaf Cultural MuseumDeanna Rose FarmsteadHarley DavidsonIndependence Events CenterKansas City ZooKansas Speedway & Legends Shopping DistrictMahaffi e Stage Coach & Farm StopNelson Atkins Museum of ArtNerman Museum of Contemporary Art New Theatre RestaurantSchlitterbahn Vacation VillageShawnee TownSprint Center / KC Power & Light DistrictSteamboat ArabiaTruman Presidential Museum & LibraryUnion Station & Science CityWorld & Oceans of FunWWI Museum / Liberty Memorial
 REGIONAL | INFORMATIONMerriam Visitors Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 913.403.8999City of Merriam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 913.322.5500Kansas Travel & Tourism. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 785.296.2900KC International Airport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 816.243.5237Amtrak (at Union Station) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 816.421.3662Super Shuttle (airport tansfers). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800.243.6383Johnson County Transit (The JO) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 913.541.8450The Metro (KC bus transit). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 816.221.0660Ticketmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 816.931.3300
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MERRIAM | RESTAURANTS
 AFTERSHOCK BAR & GRILL - 5240 Merriam Dr. · 913.384.5646BILSKI’S BAR & GRILL - 5831 Merriam Dr. · 913.831.2337BOB EVANS RESTAURANT - 5870 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.432.4747 · www.bobevans.comCARIBOU COFFEE - 8722 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.789.9266 · www.cariboucoffee.comCHILI’S GRILL & BAR - 5880 Antioch Rd. · 913.262.0067 · www.chilis.comCHINA GARDEN BUFFET - 5860 Antioch Rd. · 913.831.0400COYOACAN MEXICAN - 5816 Merriam Dr. · 913.403.8830DENNY’S - 9001 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.831.3285 · www.dennys.comGEORGETOWN PHARMACY OLD FASHIONED SODA SHOP - 5605 Merriam Dr. · 913.362.0313INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PANCAKES - 8701 W. 63rd St. · 913.362.8663 · www.ihop.comKC’S NEIGHBORHOOD BAR & GRILL - 10201 W. 47th St. · 913.262.7211KRISPY KREME DOUGHNUTS - 8805 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.432.5944 · www.krispykreme.comLONG JOHN SILVER - 9900 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.831.3585 · www.ljsilvers.comPAPA JOHN’S PIZZA - 8915 Johnson Dr. · 913.789.7775 · www.papajohns.comQUIZNO’S SUBS - 5620 Antioch Rd. · 913.831.7827 · www.quiznos.comSALVADORO EL PULGARCITO - 5921 Merriam Dr. · 913.384.3887SONIC DRIVE-IN - 5440 Merriam Dr. · 913.831.0444 ·www.sonicdrivein.comSTARBUCKS - 5800 Antioch Rd. (inside Hen House Market) · 913.831.3500 · www.starbucks.comTACO BELL - 8800 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.262.4562 ·www.tacobell.comWENDY’S - 10006 W. 75th St. · 913.789.8207 · www.wendys.comWINSTEAD’S - 8817 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.384.2224 ·www.winsteadskc.com
 For a list of additional dining options in surrounding communities, please visit www.kcrestaurantguide.com.
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MERRIAM | MEETING FACILITIESSearching for your next meeting location? You’ve come to the right place! Merriam offers numerous locations to host groups and meetings for up to 300 people.
 The Merriam Visitors Bureau is here to help! For more information, call 913.403.8999.
 LOCATION # ROOMS CAPACITY
 IRENE B. FRENCH COMMUNITY CENTER5701 Merriam DriveMerriam, KS 66203913.322.5550
 11 10 - 325
 JO. COUNTY LIBRARY ANTIOCH BRANCH8700 Shawnee Mission Pkwy.Merriam, KS 66202913.261.2300
 1 125
 MERRIAM CITY HALLCOMMUNITY ROOM9000 W. 62nd TerraceMerriam, KS 66202913.322.5500
 1 20 - 112
 MERRIAM HISTORICPLAZA & VISITORS BUREAU6304 East Frontage Rd.Merriam, KS 66202913.403.8999
 1 50
 MERRIAM COMFORT INN6401 East Frontage Rd.Merriam, KS 66202913.262.2622
 1 30
 MERRIAM DRURY INN9009 W. Shawnee Mission Pkwy.Merriam, KS 66202913.236.9200
 3 12 - 20
 MERRIAM HAMPTON INN7400 West Frontage RoadMerriam, KS 66203913.722.0800
 2 30 - 65
 MERRIAM QUALITY INN6601 East Frontage Rd.Merriam, KS 66202913.262.4448
 1 55
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MERRIAM | GROUP TOURS
 Whether in town on a motor coach trip for two hours or two days, once your group arrives, it won’t take long to realize all the Merriam has to offer.
 Sip an old fashioned milkshake or check out a unique rock-n-roll inspired loft...watch master craftsmen create classical musical instruments or savor some quiet time appreciating local artistry...whatever your preference, you will see that Merriam is the perfect destination for your group to have a memorable experience!
 Bring a motor coach of high-energy seniors or a Girl Scout troop -- group-friendly restaurants, informational tours and educational adventures are just a few of the things awaiting your group in Merriam!
 Special rates are in place at Merriam hotels -- call the Merriam Visitors Bureau today to inquire about the Gallons-to-Go program at (888) 707-6534.
 GROUP TOUR OPTIONS:
 K.C. STRINGS VIOLIN SHOP - Fine-tune your classical music side as you watch master craftsman create and bring to life beautiful instruments played in symphonies across the globe.
 GUITAR LAMP - Jam with your friends at one of the coolest addresses in town -- watch the GuitarLamp come to life or schedule a personalized karaoke session in this rock-n-roll inspired loft.
 GEORGETOWN PHARMACY OLD FASHIONED SODA SHOP - Includes your choice of one of fi ve menu drink selections and owner-led discussion on the history of the soda fountain -- how about a classic egg and cream?
 ART GALLERY EXHIBITS - Self-guided tour of Merriam’s Art Gallery located at the Irene B. French Community Center; open year-round according to posted hours and dates.
 * Group tours are scheduled through the Merriam Visitors Bureau (866-707-6534) and must be organized with a minimum of 10 people. Fees may apply at some locations. Ask about the State of Kansas’ motor coach incentive program.
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MERRIAM | SHOPPINGMERRIAM TOWN CENTER - (1-35 & Johnson Dr.) -Old Navy, Offi ceMax, Home Depot, Hen House Market, Hallmark, PetsMart, Party City, Famous Footwear, GNC, Cinemark Theatres & more.
 GUITARLAMP.COM - (5848 Merriam Dr. · 913.362.5004) - Functional creations for home or offi ce including the guitar lamps featured on MTV.
 K.C. STRINGS VIOLIN SHOP - (5842 Merriam Dr. · 913.677.0700) - Unique violin and string instrument shop.
 RUSSELL STOVER CANDY STORE - (10100 W. 63rd St. · 913.722.2175) - Familiar and beloved name to candy lovers all over the world. Ice-cream also sold at this location.
 SEARS GRAND - (8703 Shawnee Mission Pkwy. · 913.261.5200)- This store carries all the great products that Sears is known for, plus an assortment of health & beauty and grocery items.
 MERRIAM | PARKS & RECREATION
 ANTIOCH PARK - (6501 Antioch) - One of the most popular parks in the metropolitan area. Facilities include: paved parking, hiking trails, picnic shelters, grills, fi shing lakes, tennis courts, basketball courts, arboretum & rose garden, and Old Dodge Town children’s play area.
 BROWN MEMORIAL PARK - (51st & Grandview) - Includes: paved parking, walking path, picnic tables, grills, play equipment, and tennis & basketball courts.
 CAMPBELL PARK - (61st & Knox) - Includes: paved parking, walking path, picnic tables, grills, and play equipment.
 CHATLAIN PARK - (9703 W. 63rd Terr.) - Includes: paved parking, walking path, picnic tables, grills, play equipment, and shelter with seating for 50 (for reservations, call 913.322.5550).
 IRENE B. FRENCH COMMUNITY CENTER - (5701 Merriam Dr.) - Home to Merriam Parks & Recreation program. Includes: fi tness center, gymnasium, game room, historic train room & art gallery.
 MERRIAM MARKETPLACE - (5740 Merriam Dr.) - Home of the Merriam Farmers’ Market and many Merriam events. Outdoor pavilion, picnic tables, and paved parking and access to Werner Park. (for reservations, call 913.322.5550).
 QUAIL CREEK PARK - (71st & Grandview) - Includes: paved parking, walking path, picnic tables, and play equipment.
 TURKEY CREEK STREAMWAY PARK - (75th Street to Waterfall Park) - Includes: 3.88 mile paved multi-use walking trail.
 VAVRA PARK - (61st & Eby) - Includes: paved parking, aquatic center, walking path, tables, grills, play equipment, and picnic shelter (for reservations, call 913.322.5550).
 WATERFALL PARK - (51st & Merriam Dr.) - 15-acre park featuring access to Merriam’s Turkey Creek Streamway Trail.
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MERRIAM | LODGING
 WALNUT GROVE RV PARK10218 Johnson DriveMerriam, KS 66203Local: 913.262.3023www.walnutgroverv.com
 DRURY INN9009 W. Shawnee Mission Pkwy.Merriam, KS 66202Local: 913.236.9200Toll-free: 800.378.7946www.druryhotels.com
 HAMPTON INN & SUITES7400 West Frontage RoadMerriam, KS 66203Local: 913.722.0800Toll-free: 800.426.7866www.hamptoninn.com
 HOMESTEAD STUDIO SUITES6451 East Frontage RoadMerriam, KS 66202Local: 913.236.6006Toll-free: 888.782.9473www.homesteadhotels.com/mer
 QUALITY INN6601 East Frontage RoadMerriam, KS 66202Local: 913.262.4448Toll-free: 800.424.6423www.qualityinn.com/hotel/KS093
 COMFORT INN6401 East Frontage RoadMerriam, KS 66202Local: 913.262.2622Toll-free: 800.228.5150www.comfortinn.com/hotel/ks023
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MERRIAM | 2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 SATURDAYS (MAY 1ST - OCTOBER 9TH) - MERRIAM FARMERS’ MARKET - Numerous vendors, farm-fresh produce, hand-made baked goods and more! Paved parking, restrooms, a drinking fountain, and park benches are provided for your shopping convenience during Merriam’s Farmer’s Market which runs every Saturday from May to early October. · Merriam Marketplace · 5740 Merriam Dr. · 913.322.5550 · www.merriam.org/park
 SATURDAY, MAY 15TH - TURKEY CREEK FESTIVAL - 25th annual celebration of Merriam’s heritage featuring arts and crafts show, parade, 5K run/walk, concerts, free kids activities, concessions and more. · Antioch Park · 6501 Antioch Road · 913.322.5550 · www.merriam.org/park
 WEDNESDAYS (JUNE - JULY) - MUSIC AT THE MARKETPLACE - Bring a lawn chair and enjoy the free outdoor concerts each Wednesday night during June and July. · Merriam Marketplace · 5740 Merriam Dr. · 913.322.5550 · www.merriam.org/park
 SATURDAY, JUNE 26TH - SATURDAY, JULY 5TH - FLAGS 4 FREEDOM - Salute the red, white and blue as you join in this spectacular display of patriotism. Over 2,000 American fl ags will be on display throughout Downtown Merriam. · Merriam Marketplace · 5740 Merriam Dr. · 913.384-5340 · www.flags4freedom.org
 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH - TURKEY CREEK CAR & MOTORCYCLE SHOW - More than 200 hot rods, classic cars, street rods, antique cars and motorcycles on display. Event features music, concessions, door prizes and awards. · Merriam Marketplace · 5740 Merriam Dr. · 913.322.5550 · www.merriam.org/park
 SATURDAY - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH - 26TH - NATURE OF ART SHOW - This outdoor art exhibit will be spread out along the 1.2 miles of the paved path of Turkey Creek Streamway Trail, from 67th Street to 75th Street in Merriam. Come on out to enjoy nature and art together! · Turkey Creek Streamway Trail · Begins at 67th & Knox · 913.322.5550 · www.merriam.org/park
 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4TH - MAYOR’S TREE LIGHTING - Annual outdoor tree lighting ceremony featuring holiday music, candy cane hunt, visit by Santa and seasonal activities. · Merriam Marketplace · 5740 Merriam Dr. · 913.322.5550 · www.merriam.org/park
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