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QUESTION
 • What work do you need to discuss in Question 1a?
 • What work do you need to discuss in Question 1b?
 Connect

Page 2
                        

QUESTION
 • What are the potential categories for question 1a?
 • Digital Technology• Creativity• Research and Planning• Post-production• Using conventions from real media texts
 This is all detailed in a work sheet I gave you entitled A2 G325: Critical Perspectives in Media
 Connect
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QUESTION
 • What are the potential categories for question 1b?
 • Genre• Narrative • Representation • Audience • Media language
 This is all detailed in a work sheet I gave you entitled A2 G325: Critical Perspectives in Media
 Connect
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Question 1b
 • You must evaluate one production in relation to the concept.
 • You must apply theory and terminology in relation to this concept.
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How do we identify genre?• In a pair, you have 5 minutes to create a list of
 ideas in response to the question: How do we identify genre?
 • Mise-en-scene (props, costume, lighting, set, character performance)• Language• Production techniques (editing, camera angles and movement, structure, filters,
 effects, sound etc) • Narrative structures (linear, non-linear, abstract, narrative, etc) • Symbolic codes (e.g a cowboy hat)• Action codes (body language, hand gestures etc)
 Discover
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Why is genre important?
 For Producers of media texts:• Gives a pattern for construction, a template• Genre pieces have an established audience who are easy to market to• Certain personnel can develop their skills working within a particular genre (e.g. horror make up specialists)• Stars can associate themselves with a particular genre e.g. Will Ferrell is known for a certain type of slapstick
 comedy, and his face on a poster instantly tells audiences what kind of movie they are likely to see if he is in it.• Fans of a genre know the codes, so you don't have to reinvent the wheel all the time
 Distributors?• Clear channels for marketing and distribution — easily targetable audience• Concentration of distribution resources — no point in trying to get eg football matches to a non-sports
 audience• Fans of a genre as a whole can easily be persuaded to buy other texts in the same genre eg dance music
 compilation CDs• Provides a structure for retail outlets
 Important for both foundation
 or advanced portfolio
 MOST significant when discussing the link between music video and ancillary
 texts
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Thinking back to the foundation and advanced portfolio, consider which
 genres you utilised.
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Genre used Genre conventions How I conformed…. How I challenged…..
 Film titles:
 ThrillerMusic video:
 Hip Hop
 Example of media texts that conform
 Example of media texts that challenge
 (in a similar way to you perhaps? Were they successful? Did they appeal to a different audience?)
 Now consider:
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Genre theorySteve Neal said that ‘genre is a repetition with an underlying pattern of variations’
 and
 'difference is absolutely essential to the economy of genre‘.
 Q. How is this evident in your own work?

Page 10
                        

Applying Steve NealeLooking at Steve Neales quote: ‘genre is a repetition with an underlying pattern of variations’.
 You can explore two ideas here:
 1. How you have used overt (obvious) codes, iconography and techniques that are evident in existing media texts that conform to the genre.
 2. How you have made some subtle changes to these genre expectations (challenging the conventions?)
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Applying Steve Neale• Point – “Steve Neale suggests that genre is ‘a repetition with an
 underlying pattern of variations’.
 • Evidence – What evidence do you have from your chosen piece of coursework that supports this?
 -Be specific and describe in detail.-Refer to professional examples that have inspired you; again, be specific.
 • Analysis – Why did you do this?-What is the purpose of this?-What was the effect of this on the audience?- Do you agree with Neale? If so/not, explain why
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Exploring genre theory
 In a pair, you will be given a theory or critical idea relating to genre.
 Read through the sheet and consider the question.
 How could you apply this to your own work?
 You will be responsible for teaching the rest of the class about this theory, so consider your general experience of both the film title sequence and music video production.
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Genre theory
 Deborah Knight notes that 'satisfaction is guaranteed with genre; the deferral of the inevitable provides the additional pleasure of prolonged anticipation‘.
 Q. How could you link this to audience? How could you apply this to your own work?
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Genre theoryJohn Hartley argues that 'genres are agents of ideological closure - they limit the meaning-potential of a given text' Good for counter arguments?
 Negative impact of using conventions?
 Supports the desire to challenge conventions?
 John Hartley notes that 'the same text can belong to different genres in different countries or times‘. Good for supporting a hybrid?
 Can be used to support the idea of appealing to a wide audience/ global audience?
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Genre theory
 • John Fiske defines genres as ‘attempts to structure some order into the wide range of texts and meanings that circulate in our culture for the convenience of both producers and audiences.’
 Q. How could you apply this in your own writing?
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Genre theory in 1986, Ralph Cohen published a paper titled: "History and Genre." In this article Cohen argued that
 "genre concepts in theory and in practice arise, change, and decline for historical reasons. And since each genre is composed of texts that accrue, the grouping is a process, not a determinate category. Genres are open categories. Each member alters the genre by adding, contradicting, or changing constituents, especially those of members most closely related to it. The process by which genres are established always involves the human need for distinction and interrelation. Since the purposes of critics who establish genres vary, it is self-evident that the same texts can belong to different groupings of genres and serve different generic purposes" (Cohen, 204).
 Q. How would you simplify Cohen’s theory? Do you agree or disagree? Can you attribute any real media examples to this theory?

Page 17
                        

And some familiar theories that you may not have considered using when discussing genre…..
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Genre theory
 Laura Mulvey ‘The Male gaze’ theory
 The camera is masculine. The camera is used to observe women from the perspective of a male. This often results in fragmented shots, close ups or tracking shots of the female form.
 Q. Is this associated with your chosen genre? Have you challenged or conformed to this?
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Genre theory
 Andrew Sarris ‘the auteur theory’.
 The idea that a Director has a signature style, method or creative vision which is evident across their work.
 Q.Have you been influenced by any auteurs when researching your media productions? Does their style conform to or challenge the genre expectations?
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Genre theory
 Claude Levi-Strauss - Binary opposition - The contrast between two mutually exclusive concepts or things that creates conflict and drives a narrative e.g. good/evil, day/night, male/female, presence/absence, old/young.
 Q. Why is this significant in your chosen genre? How is this employed in professional media texts?
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Genre theory
 Roland Barthes - Enigma codes - A question that is not immediately answered and thus draws an audience into a text
 • eg. a body is discovered at the beginning of a tv detective drama. The killer's identity is an enigma. We watch to find out who the killer is.
 Q. Is this a convention of your chosen genre? What media texts have used this? How have you constructed this In your own work?
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Genre theory
 Tzvetan Todorov – Equilibrium theory.
 Each story conforms to the following five stages – 1. Equilibrium2. Disruption3. Recognition of disruption4. Attempt to repair5. New equilibrium
 Q. Does your production utilise this structure?
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Genre theoryVladimir Propp – 7 character theory. Each story contains 7 key characters.• Hero• Villain• Princess• Princess’ father• Dispatcher• Donor• False Hero
 Q. Does your chosen genre typically employ this structure? What is the effect of this?

Page 24
                        

Using the hand out on genre theory to support your decision, spend 5 minutes deciding which coursework piece you will discuss in the exam.
 Which one can you confidently apply genre theory to?
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Applying theory to your writing
 • You will create a second paragraph using a theory or concept of your choice.

Page 26
                        

Question 1a Question 1b
 Jan‘10
 Describe how you developed research and planning skills for media production and evaluate how these skills contributed to creative decision making.
 Analyse media representation in one of your coursework productions.
 June ‘10
 Describe the ways in which your production work was informed by research into real media texts and how your ability to use such research for production developed over time.
 Analyse one of your coursework productions in relation to genre.
 Jan ‘11
 Describe how you developed your skills in the use of digital technology for media production and evaluate how these skills contributed to your creative decision making.
 Apply theories of narrative to one of your coursework productions.
 June‘11
 Explain how far your understanding of the conventions of existing media influenced the way you created your own media products.
 Analyse one of your coursework productions in relation to the concept of audience
 Jan 12’
 Describe how your analysis of the conventions of real media texts informed your own creative media practice. Refer to a range of examples in your answer to show how these skills developed over time.
 Analyse media representation in one of your coursework productions
 June ‘12
 Describe a range of creative decisions that you made in post-production and how these decisions made a difference to the final outcomes. Refer to a range of examples in your answer to show how these skills developed over time.
 Explain how meaning is constructed by the use of media language in one of your coursework productions.
 Jan ‘13
 Explain how your research and planning skills developed over time and contributed to your media production outcomes. Refer to a range of examples in your answer.
 Analyse one of your coursework productions in relation to the concept of narrative
 June ‘13
 Digital technology representation

Page 27
                        

Section 1b
 “Analyse one of your coursework productions in relation to genre”.
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