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MLA FormattingMLA Formatting
 For Writing Research PapersFor Writing Research Papers

Page 2
                        

MLA (Modern Language Association) MLA (Modern Language Association) Style is the most common format for Style is the most common format for writing research papers in high writing research papers in high schools and universities, especially for schools and universities, especially for English and Social studies.English and Social studies.
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We will discussWe will discuss
 General formattingGeneral formatting
 Citing quotationsCiting quotations
 Reference and Reference and works cited pagesworks cited pages
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FormattingFormatting
 The format of a paper is its general The format of a paper is its general appearance with regard to margins, appearance with regard to margins, type font & size, spacing, paper size, type font & size, spacing, paper size, etc.etc.
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General GuidelinesGeneral Guidelines Use white 8.5 x 11 inch paper.Use white 8.5 x 11 inch paper.
 Double space.Double space.
 Use a legible font, like Times New Use a legible font, like Times New Roman, Arial, or Courier.Roman, Arial, or Courier.
 Use size 12 font, unless your teacher Use size 12 font, unless your teacher tells you otherwise.tells you otherwise.
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Single space after all punctuation Single space after all punctuation marks, including periods. marks, including periods.
 Set your margins to 1 inch on all Set your margins to 1 inch on all sides.sides.
 Use italics for the titles of any longer Use italics for the titles of any longer works appearing in your papers.works appearing in your papers. For example: The novel, For example: The novel, War and War and
 PeacePeace, by Leo Tolstoy, has 1315 pages., by Leo Tolstoy, has 1315 pages. War and PeaceWar and Peace is very long. is very long.
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Number your pages in the upper Number your pages in the upper right hand corner, unless right hand corner, unless instructed otherwise. (Sometimes instructed otherwise. (Sometimes you may be asked to leave the first you may be asked to leave the first page unnumbered.)page unnumbered.)
 Always follow your teacher’s Always follow your teacher’s special guidelines.special guidelines.
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Guidelines for the First PageGuidelines for the First Page Do not use a title page.Do not use a title page.
 List your name, your teacher’s name, the List your name, your teacher’s name, the course name, and the date in the upper course name, and the date in the upper left corner. Double space between them.left corner. Double space between them.
 Double space before writing the title.Double space before writing the title.
 Center the title. Capitalize only the major Center the title. Capitalize only the major words. words. Do notDo not underline it, put it in underline it, put it in quotations, or put it in all capital letters.quotations, or put it in all capital letters.
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If your title quotes the title of If your title quotes the title of another work, put that in another work, put that in italicsitalics. . Keat’s Keat’s Ode on a Grecian UrnOde on a Grecian Urn
 Double space between the title Double space between the title and the first paragraph.and the first paragraph.
 Indent the first word of each Indent the first word of each paragraph 5 spaces (1/2 inch) or paragraph 5 spaces (1/2 inch) or hit tab once.hit tab once.
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Formatting & Citing Formatting & Citing QuotationsQuotations
 How you format a quote depends How you format a quote depends on how long it is.on how long it is.
 Short quotes, 4 lines or less, are placed in Short quotes, 4 lines or less, are placed in quotation marks.quotation marks.
 Longer quotes are placed in their own block Longer quotes are placed in their own block of text. The quotation is begun on a new line of text. The quotation is begun on a new line with the entire body of the quote indented 1 with the entire body of the quote indented 1 inch from the margin. Continue double inch from the margin. Continue double spacing. Indent the first line of the quote spacing. Indent the first line of the quote another ½ only if it is the beginning of a another ½ only if it is the beginning of a paragraph.paragraph.
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Short Quote ExampleShort Quote Example““Drugs such as caffeine that affect Drugs such as caffeine that affect behavior and mood usually do so by behavior and mood usually do so by acting on some of the 50 billion acting on some of the 50 billion nerve cells in the brain.”nerve cells in the brain.”
 This quote and the next one came from page 73 This quote and the next one came from page 73 of of CaffeineCaffeine by Richard J. Gilbert that was by Richard J. Gilbert that was published by the Chelsea House Publishers of published by the Chelsea House Publishers of New York in 1986.New York in 1986.
 (Gilbert, Richard. (Gilbert, Richard. CaffeineCaffeine. New York: Chelsea . New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1986. Print.)House Publishers, 1986. Print.)
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Longer Quote ExampleLonger Quote Example
 Drugs such as caffeine that Drugs such as caffeine that affect behavior and mood affect behavior and mood usually do so by acting on some of usually do so by acting on some of the 50 billion nerve cells in the the 50 billion nerve cells in the brain. To reach the brain the brain. To reach the brain the molecules of a drug must first get molecules of a drug must first get into the bloodstream, which they do into the bloodstream, which they do by a process known as absorption.by a process known as absorption.
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Long Poetry QuotesLong Poetry QuotesTreat it like a long prose quote, but Treat it like a long prose quote, but maintain the original line breaks.maintain the original line breaks.
 I never saw a Purple Cow,I never saw a Purple Cow,I never hope to see one;I never hope to see one;But I can tell you, anyhow,But I can tell you, anyhow,I’d rather see than be one!I’d rather see than be one!
 (Burgess, Gelett. “I Never Saw a Purple Cow.” (Burgess, Gelett. “I Never Saw a Purple Cow.” A Little LaughterA Little Laughter. . Ed. Katherine Love. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, Ed. Katherine Love. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1957. 75. Print.)1957. 75. Print.)
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Short Poetry QuotesShort Poetry Quotes
 Mark breaks in short quotations of Mark breaks in short quotations of poetry with a slash, /, at the end of poetry with a slash, /, at the end of each line: each line:
 ““I never saw a Purple Cow,/ I never I never saw a Purple Cow,/ I never hope to see one;”hope to see one;”
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All quotations must have citations with All quotations must have citations with them. These citations will refer to the full them. These citations will refer to the full citation on the reference page.citation on the reference page.
 In-text citations are most commonly In-text citations are most commonly made by following the quote with the made by following the quote with the name of the author and the page number name of the author and the page number of the quote, both within parentheses.of the quote, both within parentheses.
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Example 1Example 1
 ““Drugs such as caffeine that affect behavior Drugs such as caffeine that affect behavior and mood usually do so by acting on some and mood usually do so by acting on some of the 50 billion nerve cells in the brain” of the 50 billion nerve cells in the brain” (Gilbert 73). (Gilbert 73).
 Note that the citation is placed outside of the Note that the citation is placed outside of the quotation marks, but inside the period.quotation marks, but inside the period.
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Example 2Example 2
 Drugs such as caffeine that affect Drugs such as caffeine that affect behavior and mood usually do so by behavior and mood usually do so by acting on some of the 50 billion nerve acting on some of the 50 billion nerve cells in the brain. To reach the brain the cells in the brain. To reach the brain the molecules of a drug must first get into the molecules of a drug must first get into the bloodstream, which they do by a process bloodstream, which they do by a process known as absorption. (Gilbert 73)known as absorption. (Gilbert 73)
 Note that here the citation comes after the Note that here the citation comes after the punctuation.punctuation.
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Poetry ExamplePoetry Example
 I never saw a Purple Cow,I never saw a Purple Cow,
 I never hope to see one;I never hope to see one;
 But I can tell you, anyhow,But I can tell you, anyhow,
 I’d rather see than be one! (Burgess I’d rather see than be one! (Burgess 75)75)
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When citing a quotation whose When citing a quotation whose author is mentioned in the same author is mentioned in the same sentence only the page number is sentence only the page number is given since the author’s name is given since the author’s name is already present.already present.
 Gilbert says that caffeine acts on Gilbert says that caffeine acts on “the 50 billion nerve cells in the “the 50 billion nerve cells in the brain” (73).brain” (73).
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Citing an idea that has been Citing an idea that has been paraphrasedparaphrased
 Gilbert says that the reason the Gilbert says that the reason the caffeine has an effect on behavior is caffeine has an effect on behavior is because it affects a lot of brain cells because it affects a lot of brain cells (73).(73).
 Caffeine affects brain cells (Gilbert Caffeine affects brain cells (Gilbert 73).73).
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Works Cited & Reference Works Cited & Reference PagesPages A works cited page lists only works that A works cited page lists only works that
 have been cited within the text of your have been cited within the text of your paper.paper.
 A reference page lists all the works that A reference page lists all the works that were used in the preparation of your were used in the preparation of your paper, although they may not necessarily paper, although they may not necessarily have been cited within the text. (A have been cited within the text. (A bibliography is like a reference page, bibliography is like a reference page, except that it contains only books.)except that it contains only books.)
 All use the same formatAll use the same format
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Begin your works cited or reference Begin your works cited or reference page on a new page at the end of page on a new page at the end of your paper.your paper.
 Center the words Works Cited or Center the words Works Cited or References at the top of the page.References at the top of the page.
 Alphabetize your entries.Alphabetize your entries. Place the first line of the entry next to Place the first line of the entry next to
 the margin. Indent subsequent lines the margin. Indent subsequent lines 1/2 inch.1/2 inch.
 Double space. Do not skip extra lines Double space. Do not skip extra lines between entries.between entries.
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Format for EntriesFormat for EntriesFor a book with one author:For a book with one author:
 Lastname, Firstname. Lastname, Firstname. Title of BookTitle of Book. Place of . Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Publication Medium.Publication Medium.
 (Examples of Publication Medium: Print, Web, DVD, (Examples of Publication Medium: Print, Web, DVD, Film, PDF, CD-ROM. Note: if the source was online, Film, PDF, CD-ROM. Note: if the source was online, the medium is web.)the medium is web.)
 Gilbert, Richard. Gilbert, Richard. CaffeineCaffeine. New York: Chelsea . New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1986. Print.House Publishers, 1986. Print.
 Note the use of punctuation.Note the use of punctuation.
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Part of a bookPart of a book
 Lastname, First name. "Title of Lastname, First name. "Title of Selection." Selection." Title of CollectionTitle of Collection. Ed. . Ed. Editor's Name(s). Place of Publication: Editor's Name(s). Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. Pages. Publication Publisher, Year. Pages. Publication Medium.Medium.
 Burgess, Gelett. “I Never Saw a Purple Burgess, Gelett. “I Never Saw a Purple Cow.” Cow.” A A Little LaughterLittle Laughter. Ed. Katherine . Ed. Katherine Love. New Love. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1957. Company, 1957. 75. Print.75. Print.
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Selection from an Online Selection from an Online PublicationPublication
 Author(s). "Title of Selection." Author(s). "Title of Selection." Title of Title of Online Online PublicationPublication. Date of . Date of Publication. Publication. Publication Medium. Publication Medium. Date of Access.Date of Access.
 Note that the electronic address is no Note that the electronic address is no longer required unless longer required unless the citation the citation information is insufficient for the information is insufficient for the reader to easily find the source or it is reader to easily find the source or it is required by your teacher. required by your teacher.
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ExampleExample
 Longfellow, Henry. “The Song of Longfellow, Henry. “The Song of Hiawatha.” Hiawatha.” Love Poems?.Love Poems?. 2004. Web. 2004. Web. 14 Feb. 2007 14 Feb. 2007 <http://www.lovepoems.me.uk/longf<http://www.lovepoems.me.uk/longfellow_the_song_of_hiawatha.htm>.ellow_the_song_of_hiawatha.htm>.
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What if?What if?
 There is no author?There is no author?Start the listing with the title and use the Start the listing with the title and use the title instead of the author in the in-text title instead of the author in the in-text citation.citation.
 There is more than one author?There is more than one author?List the first author with last name List the first author with last name followed by first name, then list followed by first name, then list subsequent authors with their first names subsequent authors with their first names followed by their last names.followed by their last names.
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WhatWhat if? if?
 A website does not include a A website does not include a publisher or sponsor?publisher or sponsor?
 Use N.p. (no publisher) in place of that Use N.p. (no publisher) in place of that information.information.
 A website does not include the A website does not include the date of publication?date of publication?
 Use n.d. (no date) in it’s place.Use n.d. (no date) in it’s place.
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For a more detailed explanation of For a more detailed explanation of MLA formatting see “MLA Formatting MLA formatting see “MLA Formatting
 and Style Guide” from and Style Guide” from The Owl at The Owl at PurduePurdue..
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resouhttp://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/15rce/557/15
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/15
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/15
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ReferencesReferences
 MLA Handbook for Writers of Research MLA Handbook for Writers of Research PapersPapers. 7th ed. Modern Language . 7th ed. Modern Language Association of America, 2009. Print.Association of America, 2009. Print.
 ““MLA Formatting and Style Guide: MLA MLA Formatting and Style Guide: MLA Update 2009.” Update 2009.” The Owl at Purdue. The Owl at Purdue. 20092009. Web. 15 Sept. 2009. . Web. 15 Sept. 2009.
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resourcehttp://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/557/01
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01
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PowerPoint presentationPowerPoint presentation
 ByBy
 Gerrod George, LibrarianGerrod George, Librarian
 Furr High SchoolFurr High School
 Houston Independent School DistrictHouston Independent School District
 20092009
 Contact: Contact: [email protected][email protected]
 mailto:[email protected]
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