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MLA Format and Plagiarism
 MLA FormatPlagiarism vs. paraphrasing &
 quotingMLA Citations
 By Ms. De La O

Page 2
                        

Format: General Guidelines An MLA Style Paper should:
 • Be typed on white 8.5“ x 11“ paper
 • Double-space everything
 • Use 12 pt. Times New Roman (or similar) font
 • Leave only one space after punctuation
 • Set all margins to 1 inch on all sides
 • Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch
 • Have a header with page numbers located in the upper right-hand
 corner
 • Use italics for titles of books

Page 3
                        

Formatting the First Page The first page of an MLA Style paper will:
 • Have no title page
 • Double space everything
 • List your name, your instructor's name, the course, and
 date in the upper left-hand corner
 • Center the paper title (use standard caps but no underlining,
 italics, quote marks, or bold typeface)
 • Create a header in the upper right corner at half inch from the
 top and one inch from the right of the page (list your last name
 and page number here)

Page 4
                        

For Example….

Page 5
                        

What is Plagiarism?
 “…Taking and passing off as one’s own someone else’s work or ideas
 (from Latin plagiārius, kidnapper, literary thief).”
 ~ Macmillan Dictionary
 Whenever you are using an idea that is NOT yours, CITE IT!!

Page 6
                        

This is considered Cheating!

Page 7
                        

Already knew that? But…Did you know this was plagiarism too?
 Keeping any of the same vocabulary without quotations, even if cited. EX. ‘Gladstone's, flitty
 Keeping the original order of ideas or sentence structure without quotations, even if cited (no cutting and pasting and using synonyms).
 Not using ANY of your own ideas (entire paper is cited)
 Parenthetical citations do not lead to the right source.
 Inaccurately paraphrasing or misrepresenting the author’s intentions

Page 8
                        

What’s The Big Deal?If you plagiarize:
 In the “Real World,” if you plagiarize, you may…
 Be expelled from college the first timeLose your jobLose recommendations to another college or
 jobBe sued by the person whose idea you
 “borrowed”

Page 9
                        

Instead of Plagiarizing, you have 2 choices…

Page 10
                        

“Use A Direct Quotation”…Use the author’s exact words in “quotation marks”
 Don’t make ANY changes Give the author’s name (Wilson 5)
 That tells your teacher, “I did not write this part. These are someone else’s words.”

Page 11
                        

Adding and Omitting WordsIn-text Example for Adding Words:
 “Only seniors were allowed to bring girls with them[to the football games]” (Salinger 2).
 In-text example for Omitting Words:
 “She had a big nose and her nails were all bitten down
 and bleedy-looking …but you felt sort of sorry for her”
 (Salinger 5).

Page 12
                        

…or ParaphraseExplain the main ideas of something you read
 Write completely in your own words
 Show that you understand the source
 Cite the source (Salinger 5)

Page 13
                        

How do I paraphrase? First, READ ACTIVELY &
 TAKE NOTES
 STOP after each paragraph and ask yourself, “What did I just read?”
 Take notes = Write a list of the main facts.
 Write ONLY things that relate to your topic.
 DON’T use full sentences.

Page 14
                        

Then PARAPHRASE
 • Put the source away• Write about what you read in
 your own words.• Pretend you’re explaining to a
 friend.• DON’T put anything in your
 paper that you don’t understand.

Page 15
                        

Then CITE YOUR SOURCES!Author and page #:(Salinger 5)
 Sometimes you don’t have an author either! Use the page number:
 (9)Note: Only use this form if you only have one source.

Page 16
                        

What if I want to use a quotation from a book or website?Put “quotation marks…” around the author’s
 words in your paperAnd put a citation after it like this:
 “Anyway, old Phoebe likes to sleep in D.B.'s room when he's away, and he lets her ” (Salinger 85).

Page 17
                        

Quoting vs. ParaphrasingQuote: “About all I know is, I sort of miss everybody I told about. Even old Stradlater and Ackley, for instance. I think I even miss that goddam Maurice. It's funny. Don't ever tell anybody anything. If you do, you start missing everybody” (Salinger 115).
 Paraphrase: Talking about what happened to him makes him miss all the people in his story.

Page 18
                        

Then Introduce & Explain your evidence in your own words:According to Holden, D.B. used to be a
 regular writer but is now a sellout who resided in Hollywood. “ Now he's out in Hollywood, D.B., being a prostitute. If there's one thing I hate, it's the movies. Don't even mention them to me ” (Salinger 1). Holden hints that he is bitter because D. B. renounced a career in serious literature for the wealth and fame of the movies.

Page 19
                        

Don’t forget to Cite Your Sources…Which just means giving credit to the author and making it easy for the
 reader to find the source.

Page 20
                        

“Citing your sources” has 2 parts:
 Works Cited
 Salinger, J. D. The Catcher in the Rye. Boston: Little, Brown, 1951. Print.
 A page at the end of your paper listing each source you used…
 Parenthetical citations inside the essay: The author and page number right after the fact or quote.
 “I never even once saw a horse anywhere near the place” (Salinger 2).

Page 21
                        

Citing The Catcher in the Rye
 Salinger, J. D. The Catcher in the Rye. Boston: Little, Brown, 1951. Print.
 Basic Format of the Works Cited Page:
 Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication.
 If more than one author, only reverse the first one: Cassidy, Butch. And Billy the Kid.
 Italicize the title If more than one date, use the most recent.Pay attention to the punctuation . : ,
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