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MLA CitationNAHS Library

Page 2
                        

What is MLA Citation?
 • MLA stands for the Modern Language Association
 • MLA develops a standard system of citing sources and formatting papers
 • Citing is the process of giving credit to someone else’s ideas when you use them in a paper

Page 3
                        

Why do MLA?
 • Provides uniform standards for everyone’s paper
 • Keeps you organized when writing
 • Keeps you honest by giving credit to other people’s ideas
 • Prevents plagiarism

Page 4
                        

What does MLA look like?• MLA papers have a Works Citied page at the
 end that:– Lists all of the sources you cited– Provides the reader a way to duplicate your
 research
 • MLA papers contain references in the body of the text pointing to where the info came from– Use parenthesis to do this– Example: (Smith 27)

Page 5
                        

Tips for MLA…• Keep track of the sources you use:
 – Note cards– Note paper– Research journal
 • Write down important info for each source:– Title– Author– Publisher and Year of publication– Page(s) the info appears on– Web address
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Using information…
 • Include information, quotes, evidence in your paper to support your opinions
 • Give credit to information that is not your original idea
 • Common knowledge doesn’t need to be cited– This is general information like JFK was
 elected president in 1960.

Page 7
                        

Works cited page
 • Lists all of the sources you’ve used for your paper– Follow format from the Quick Guide– Alphabetize by first term (usually author’s
 last name)– If you don’t have a piece (like an author),
 skip that part of the entry– If you can’t identify a lot of the parts of the
 source, don’t use it!

Page 8
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How to cite in the paper
 • After the sentence or paragraph that includes the information you are citing:– Usually use the author’s name (or a bit of
 the title if there is no author) and the page number where the information can be found.
 – This points the reader to the correct sources on your Works Cited page.

Page 10
                        

Examples of citations in a paper – they point you to the sources in the Works Cited

Page 11
                        

• Those citations on the sample page point you to the sources used on the Works Cited page

Page 12
                        

Compare these names to the names and pages cited in the paper – now you know where the writer found their information.

Page 13
                        

Follow the Right Format• There are different formats for different
 cases. Be sure to follow the correct ones:– One author: (Jones 21)– Multiple authors: (Cortez and Jones 56) or (Cortez et al.
 378)– Authors with the same last name: (H. Jones 34); (R.
 Jones 44)– More than one work by the same author: Book (Jones,
 Man 454) Article (Jones, “Destruction” 34)– Group author: (Modern Language Association 68) or
 put the name in the sentence– No author, use short form of title: article Thirty Rules
 for Research becomes (“Thirty Rules” 22) book Belief in the Supernatural becomes (Belief 565)
 – Source in a source [meaning a quote from someone in a source written by someone else]: (Davis, qtd. In Hentoff 334)

Page 14
                        

Stay Organized
 • MLA Citation isn’t hard IF you keep track of sources, the pages where information came from, and give credit to information that isn’t your original idea.
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