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            Last year the Johnson County Board of County Commissioners adopted a new Code of Regulaons for Solid Waste Management. That code made several signiﬁcant countywide changes that will take eﬀect in January 2012: Yard Waste, that is grass clippings, leaves and tree trimmings, will no longer be collected as trash. Curbside recycling will be provided to EVERY residenal trash customer as part of each haulers’ basic residenal trash service. Parcipaon in recycling will be voluntary, but haulers must provide the service to all of their customers. Residenal haulers will be required to provide their services on a volume-based or “pay-as-you-throw” basis. In response to these changes, trash haulers are preparing to modify how each oﬀers and provides their services. Although the City of Merriam does not provide trash service, the City is examining ordinances related to trash and recycling to best ﬁt the changes to our residents. Beginning in January, yard waste, which is 11 percent of total waste discarded, will need to be composted or mulched by collectors rather than put into a landﬁll, as it is now. Another yard waste management alternave for residents will be to mulch fallen leaves back into the lawn. Research has shown that signiﬁcant volumes of leaves can be mulched with a mower and leﬅ on the lawn to decompose over the winter. The mulched leaves help protect the turf from the ravages of winter while providing much needed nutrients for a greener, healthier lawn in the spring. Recycling of plascs, cans, boxes and papers will also likely see a signiﬁcant increase next year as haulers throughout the county begin providing curbside recycling to all residenal customers as part of their basic service. Finally, beginning next year, haulers will provide their services based on the volume of trash disposed of, otherwise known as “pay- as-you-throw”. Haulers will set the volume of trash that they will collect each week for their monthly fee and will charge an addional amount for trash in excess of that volume. For more informaon on the new solid waste regulaons or suggesons on how to dispose of your yard waste aﬅer January 1, 2012, visit www.jocorecycles.org. Published for Merriam Residents & Businesses FALL 2011 MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTS CITY OF MERRIAM, KANSAS 9000 W. 62ND TERRACE MERRIAM, KS 66202-2815 PRESORT STANDARD U.S. POSTAGE PAID PERMIT NO. 576 SHAWNEE MISSION, KS www.merriam.org | (913) 322-5500 | [email protected] Trash talk...solid waste changes coming January 1, 2012 Storage of Solid Waste and Recyclables - Adapted from “Talkin’ Trash” by Sean Riley, City of Overland Park, KS The City of Merriam requires that residents store waste and recyclable containers out of public view. Appropriate storage locaons include areas behind a fence or within a garage or other enclosure. In cases where such storage is not possible, residents are permied to store refuse containers in the back or side yard of their property, provided the containers are not visible from either the street or your neighbor’s property. Trash containers may be placed at the curb for collecon no more than 24 hours prior to scheduled pick-up, and must be returned to a storage area out of public view by the end of the collecon day. 
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Last year the Johnson County Board of County Commissioners adopted a new Code of Regulations for Solid Waste Management. That code made several significant countywide changes that will take effect in January 2012:
 Yard Waste, that is grass clippings, leaves and tree trimmings, will no longer be collected as trash.
 Curbside recycling will be provided to EVERY residential trash customer as part of each haulers’ basic residential trash service. Participation in recycling will be voluntary, but haulers must provide the service to all of their customers.
 Residential haulers will be required to provide their services on a volume-based or “pay-as-you-throw” basis.
 In response to these changes, trash haulers are preparing to modify how each offers and provides their services. Although the City of Merriam does not provide trash service, the City is examining ordinances related to trash and recycling to best fit the changes to our residents.
 Beginning in January, yard waste, which is 11 percent of total waste discarded, will need to be composted or mulched by collectors rather than put into a landfill, as it is now.
 Another yard waste management alternative for residents will be to mulch fallen leaves back into the lawn. Research has shown that significant volumes of leaves can be mulched with a mower and left on the lawn to decompose over the winter. The mulched leaves help protect the turf from the ravages of winter while providing much needed nutrients for a greener, healthier lawn in the spring.
 Recycling of plastics, cans, boxes and papers will also likely see a significant increase next year as haulers throughout the county begin providing curbside recycling to all residential customers as part of their basic service.
 Finally, beginning next year, haulers will provide their services based on the volume of trash disposed of, otherwise known as “pay-as-you-throw”. Haulers will set the volume of trash that they will collect each week for their monthly fee and will charge an additional amount for trash in excess of that volume.
 For more information on the new solid waste regulations or suggestions on how to dispose of your yard waste after January 1, 2012, visit www.jocorecycles.org.
 Published for Merriam Residents & Businesses FALL 2011
 MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTSCITY OF MERRIAM, KANSAS
 9000 W. 62ND TERRACEMERRIAM, KS 66202-2815
 PRESORT STANDARDU.S. POSTAGE
 PAIDPERMIT NO. 576
 SHAWNEE MISSION, KS
 www.merriam.org | (913) 322-5500 | [email protected]
 Trash talk...solid waste changes coming January 1, 2012
 Storage of Solid Waste and Recyclables
 - Adapted from “Talkin’ Trash” by Sean Riley, City of Overland Park, KS
 The City of Merriam requires that residents store waste and recyclable containers out of public view.
 Appropriate storage locations include areas behind a fence or within a garage or other enclosure. In cases where such storage is not possible, residents are permitted to store refuse containers in the back or side yard of their property, provided the containers are not visible from either the street or your neighbor’s property.
 Trash containers may be placed at the curb for collection no more than 24 hours prior to scheduled pick-up, and must be returned to a storage area out of public view by the end of the collection day.
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2 MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTS
 Meet your Mayor and City Council Members
 Pictured from left to right:
 Mayor Ken Sissom .................. 913-523-5357Chris Hands (Ward 3) .............. 913-384-5340Gayle Stephens (Ward 4) ........ 913-789-7958John Crabtree (Ward 2) .......... 913-789-9028Nancy Hupp (Ward 3) ............. 913-831-4471John Canterbury (Ward 1) ...... 816-786-9930Pam Bertoncin (Ward 4) ......... 913-269-9518Al Frisby (Ward 2) ................... 913-206-5354Chad Rowe (Ward 1) ............... 913-831-0144
 Fans: Help the Merriam Visitors Bureau reach 500 fans on Facebook and you might win a
 prize pack valued at $150 (in honor of Kansas’ 150 birthday)! Simply visit www.facebook.com/exploremerriam and click “like” and you will automatically be entered to win.
 Fall Open HOuse: The Merriam Historic Plaza will celebrate our 5th anniversary this year and you’re invited to join our open house celebration on Thursday, September 22, 2011 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Cake and beverages will be served to mark this special occasion!
 The Historic Plaza was built in 2006 at the corner of Eby & East Frontage Road. This project was designed to beautify the corridor along I-35 at Shawnee Mission Parkway’s entrance to Merriam. The plaza is located on 1.6 acres and features an outdoor walking path of Merriam’s history from pre-settlement to current day, an original custom-designed bronze sculpture by artist Kwan Wu, waterfall and fountain features, a rock garden seating area and an environmentally-friendly rain garden.
 The 2,300 square-foot building also houses the Merriam Visitors Bureau office and includes a conference center available to accommodate meetings and business functions with a capacity of up to 50 people. We appreciate your RSVP to this special event at 913-403-8999 or [email protected] Historic Plaza & Visitors Bureau was funded completely by money in the I-35 redevelopment district and KS Department of Transportation. No resident tax dollars were used in the construction of this facility and the Visitors Bureau operates solely by transient guest tax dollars of visitors staying in Merriam hotels.
 Fun: There’s a lot to do in the fall in Merriam and the surrounding Kansas City area. Check out our website or Facebook page for upcoming events, activities and links to local family fun! If friends and family are coming in town to visit, don’t forget about our special hotel rates at www.exploremerriam.com or www.kcdestinations.com!
 Fans, fall open house and fun in Merriam!
 Merriam Turkey Creek Car & Motorcycle ShowOn Saturday, September 10th, Merriam will host the 11th annual Turkey Creek Car & Motorcycle Show with over 200 classic cars, hot rods, street rods, antique cars and custom motorcycles on display. This event, which draws over 3,000 spectators, will be held at the Merriam Marketplace (5740 Merriam Drive), and along Merriam Drive between 57th and 58th Terrace from 10:00 AM - 4: 00 PM. Car show activities will include music, door prizes, concessions, and demonstrations. A $4,000 gift certificate to Superior Chevrolet will be given away to one lucky exhibitor.
 Exhibitor registrations are limited to 300 cars, trucks, and motorcycles. For more information on entering your vehicle in this event, visit the Parks & Recreation website, www.merriam.org/park.Show spectators are welcome, and there is no admission fee. Spectator parking will be limited in the downtown Merriam area. Parking is suggested at the following locations: Irene B. French Community Center, 5701 Merriam Drive, Merriam Christian Church, 9401 Johnson Drive, or IBT Corporation, 9400 W. 55th Street.
 Gold sponsors for the event include: The City of Merriam Parks and Recreation Department, The Bullet Hole, Superior Chevrolet, Midwestern Mechanical Specialties, True Auto Parts and Paint and Turkey Creek Cycles and Suburban Rod and Custom Classics.
 Dog days of summer...Join us as Merriam Aquatic Center “goes to the dogs,” and bring your favorite pooch for a dip in the pool!
 The aquatic center closes for the season on Labor Day, but will open to man’s best friend for the City’s annual Pooch Paddle on Tuesday, September 6th from 5:45-8:00 PM.
 This special open swim for dogs will sure be a
 “treat” for you and your special pet. Doggy teats, prizes and toys will be available. Sorry owners...no swimming for you, just your dogs!
 Dogs must be on a leash until they are in the water. Dogs need to be current on all their shots and be very sociable. Pre-registration is required for all pets. For more information on how to register visit www.merriam.org/park.
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The City of Merriam invites you to make plans for an evening of holiday cheer and festivities on Saturday, December 3rd in downtown Merriam.
 The evening begins at 5:30 PM at the Merriam Marketplace, 5740 Merriam Drive, with a free candy cane hunt for children ages 1-7. Children are encouraged to bring a flashlight.
 At 6:00 PM, watch the lighting of the Mayors’ Christmas tree by Mayor Ken Sissom. Bring the entire family for this festive holiday event.
 Enjoy live holiday music and a visit from Santa. Cold weather won’t cancel these events, just add to the atmosphere. Hot chocolate and a
 warming fire will be available.
 Immediately following the tree lighting, Merriam residents are invited to the Downtown Merriam Partnership Christmas Dinner at the Irene B. French Community Center. Entertainment will be provided by local musicians, and there will be a visit by Santa.
 Seating is limited for this event and is specified for Merriam residents only. A limited number of reserved seat dinner tickets will be available beginning Monday, November 14th at the Irene B. French Community Center, 5701 Merriam Drive.
 Please bring proof of Merriam residency to obtain your tickets. There is no charge for the tickets, however, donations of non-perishable food items will be collected and given to a local area food bank.
 A message from Mayor Ken Sissom2011 marks the 60th Birthday of the City of Merriam. Much has changed since 1951, a time when many new cities were formed in Northeastern Johnson County. Back then, there was a lot of controversy among the new cities dealing with boundaries and new municipal services.
 In the last 60 years, Merriam has grown into a vibrant and thriving little city, with much to offer its citizens and businesses.
 With the 2012 budget now completed, I am happy to report that there will be no new city property taxes. We have tightened our belts once again, but not reduced any city services. As the price of services goes up each year, this becomes increasingly difficult.
 To insure that our taxes stay low, we must attract new businesses to our city. That is why I am extremely pleased to announce that one of our most successful businesses, Superior Toyota, is planning to move to a new home at 67th Street and I-35. They will soon start building a $15-million dealership complex, occupying approximately 12 acres
 of the Merriam Point Development area. In addition to this move, Hendrick Automotive Group has announced that they are planning to bring another auto franchise to fill the property vacated by Toyota.
 In April, Merriam voters elected two new city council members. John Canterbury is representing Ward 1 and Al Frisby is representing Ward 2. While they are still learning the ropes, both have done a great job and brought new incite to our council meetings.
 In conclusion I want to remind everyone that I am available twice a month for a private meeting with citizens. If you would like to meet with me, I will be in my office at City Hall one hour before every council meeting. One-on-one meetings are arranged on a first come, first served basis. You may also call me at 913-523-5357 or e-mail me at [email protected], if you would like to set up a meeting or if you have any comments, questions or concerns.
 I look forward to meeting many of you in the future.
 3FALL 2011
 Candy scramble and Halloween paradeMark your calendars for this FREE pre-Halloween event at the Merriam Marketplace.
 Wednesday, OctOber 26tH, 6:00 - 8:00 pM
 Bring your flashlight and hunt for the hidden candy. Other activities include a costume contest, youth parade, decorating pumpkins,
 pumpkin bowling, candy walk, and other Halloween themed games and activities. Pre-registration required for the youth parade. Parade entry forms will be available at the parks and recreation office, 5701 Merriam Drive, or online at www.merriam.org/park.
 Celebrate the holidays in downtown Merriam
 Need a little down time to unwind and relax? Discover one of the City’s hidden treasures...the Irene B. French Community Center Art Gallery.
 Currently in its 14th year of operation, the gallery is the ideal place for a quiet and peaceful place to stop to enjoy local art.
 Each month, new works by local and regional artists are displayed. Original art and prints are available for purchase by featured artists.
 The gallery is located on the third level of the community center (5701 Merriam Drive). All exhibits are open and free to the public.
 HOurs OF OperatiOn:
 Monday thru Thursday - 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM Friday - 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Saturday - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Sunday - 2:00 to 4:00 PM
 For a complete listing of upcoming exhibits, artists, and opening night receptions, visit
 the Parks & Recreation Department website, www.merriam.org/park/Gallery.
 Irene B. French Community Center Art Gallery
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4MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTS - FALL 2011
 The Merriam Fire Department is having a new fire truck built. It is currently being manufactured by Pierce Manufacturing in Appleton, Wisconsin.
 The new 2011 Pierce Velocity Pumper is scheduled to be delivered by October 1, 2011. It will become the lead pumper and the 2001 Emergency One pumper, which is currently in service, will be placed into reserve status. Our 1991 Emergency One reserve pumper, that is used for reserve now, will be sold to make room for the new apparatus.
 The new pumper will carry 750 gallons of water and will be capable of pumping 1,500 gallons of water per minute. It also has
 class A and B foam capabilities, which will enhance our ability to extinguish fires. It also has improved handling and increased safety features such as front and side air bags.
 We hope to showcase the pumper at an open house this fall. Stay tuned for information on the date of our new pumpers arrival.
 For more information, visit our website, www.merriam.org/MFD or connect with us on Facebook by “liking” our department page, www.facebook.com/MerriamFire.
 Fire Department purchases new pumper truck
 The City of Merriam was recently awarded a $60,000 grant by the Federal Emergency Management Association to assist with the purchase of four new outdoor warning sirens. The new sirens feature a wider effective range and replace sirens that were originally installed in 1980.
 The new sirens are louder and extend the reach an additional 1/4-mile compared to the old sirens. Each signal is also equipped with battery back-up devices that are engaged when power to the sirens is compromised.
 siren lOcatiOns: The City of Merriam owns and maintains four sirens within city boundaries. The sirens are located at:• West 52nd Street and England• West 58th Terrace and Kessler• Shawnee Mission Pkwy and Slater Street• West 67th Street and Knox
 While the outdoor warning system is an effective method of notifying those outdoors, it is only one component of a comprehensive emergency warning system including the use of a NOAA weather radio, the Emergency Alert System, and emergency notifications from local media.
 The City of Merriam would like to also remind
 citizens that outdoor warning devices are specifically designed for outdoors and are not an effective or reliable indoor warning system. Thunder, wind, rain, and other conditions can cause the sirens not to be heard indoors or outdoors (even if sirens can be heard during tests).
 activatiOn:While the City of Merriam owns and maintains these sirens, Johnson County Emergency Management and Homeland Security has the primary responsibility to activate the sirens throughout the county. Merriam public safety personnel also have the capability of manually activating outdoor sirens within our city. If you hear the sirens, you should seek shelter immediately, as the threat may be in your immediate area.
 The outdoor warning system is set up to alert the public of a tornado warning (steady tone) or an attack (wavering tone). There are three basic criteria to activate the sirens for tornadoes:• The National Weather Service issues a
 Tornado Warning for Johnson County, • A county trained and certified weather
 spotter reports a tornado; or • A tornado is reported by a local public
 safety official.
 During a tornado warning the sirens will be sounded for a three minute duration in ten minute intervals (three minutes on, seven minutes off) for as long as the tornado warning is in effect. There is NO “all-clear” siren. As long as you still hear sirens, the threat still exists.
 MOntHly systeM testing:The outdoor warning system for Johnson County is tested at 11:00 AM on the first Wednesday of the month. No tests are conducted when extreme cold and/or heavy icing might damage the equipment. Tests are also cancelled whenever there is severe weather (or potential severe weather) occurring in the local area and activating the outdoor warning system might cause confusion as to whether the activation is real event.
 FOr MOre inFOrMatiOn:For more information severe weather safety, visit www.merriam.org/MFD or contact the Merriam Fire Department at (913) 322-5530.
 Merriam receives grant for outdoor siren replacements
 SAVE THE DATE: Merriam’s fall clean-up scheduled for October 17 - 21Twice a year, the City of Merriam conducts a large item clean-up campaign for the residents of Merriam. The Merriam Public Works Department is responsible for this campaign, which occurs annually during the third full week of April and October.
 The City’s fall clean-up campaign will occur October 17-21, 2011. There are some restrictions on the materials the City will accept. For a schedule of the City’s fall clean-up, visit www.merriam.org/Large-Item-Clean-Up.htm. For additional information, call 913-322-5570 or e-mail [email protected].
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