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Measuring
 SpiritualMaturity

Page 2
                        

Introduction John 3:3-7
 3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
 again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can
 a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's
 womb and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
 is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be
 born again.'
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Introduction • 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if
 anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
 • Galatians 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation.
 • Romans 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
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Introduction • 1 Peter 2:2 as newborn babes, desire
 the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,
 • 2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
 • Acts 20:32 So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
 • Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Page 5
                        

Introduction • Matthew 5:6 Blessed
 are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.
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Measuring Our Spiritual MaturityEphesians 4:12-16
 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of
 the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth
 in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to
 the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in
 love.
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Spiritual
 Mathmatics

Page 8
                        

One Thing we cannot Add nor take away:God’s Word
 • Deuteronomy 4:2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.
 • Proverbs 30:6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.
 • Revelation 22:18-19 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
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Yourself
 Here lays your old man
 PUT OFF / PUT ONSubtrac
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PUT OFF / PUT ON
 Yourself
 Here lays your old man
 • Colossians 3:5, 8, 9• Ephesians 4:22• Ephesians 4:25a• Ephesians 4:26a• Ephesians 4:28a• Ephesians 4:29a• Ephesians 4:31
 • Colossians 3:12-14• Ephesians 4:23• Ephesians 4:25b• Ephesians 4:26b• Ephesians 4:28b• Ephesians 4:29b• Ephesians 4:32
 Subtract
 ADD
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Do you have the Faith?• Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of
 things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
 • Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
 • James 2:26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
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Do you have the Faith?
 HEBREWS 11
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Adding
 to your
 Faith….
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue
 2 Peter 1:5-11
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• The radical sense is strength, from straining, stretching, extending.
 • Bravery valor.• Moral goodness; the practice of moral
 duties and the abstaining from vice, or a conformity of life and conversation to the moral law.
 • Manliness, courage and vigor of the soul; it is the lion-hearted courage and bravery in the line of duty.
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• Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things.
 • 2 Peter 1:3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,
 • 2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue Knowledge
 2 Peter 1:5-11
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• knowledge signifies in general intelligence, understanding–1a) the general knowledge of Christian
 religion–1b) the deeper more perfect and enlarged
 knowledge of this religion, such as belongs to the more advanced–1c) especially of things lawful and unlawful
 for Christians–1d) moral wisdom, such as is seen in right
 living

Page 21
                        

• Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.
 • Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;
 • Romans 10:2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.
 • Colossians 1:10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
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• Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
 • 1 Timothy 2:4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
 • 2 Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,
 • 2 Peter 1:8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 • 2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue Knowledge Temperance
 2 Peter 1:5-11
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• self-control (the virtue of one who masters his desires and passions, especially his sensual appetites)
 Temperance
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• Acts 24:25 Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you."
 • Galatians 5:23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
 Temperance
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• 1 Corinthians 9:25-27 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
 • 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20
 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.
 Temperance
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue Knowledge Temperance Patience
 2 Peter 1:5-11
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• Steadfastness, constancy, endurance• In the NT the characteristic of
 a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings
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• James 1:3-4 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
 • James 5:10-11 10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord--that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue Knowledge Temperance Patience Godliness
 2 Peter 1:5-11
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•A religious life; a careful observance of the laws of God and performance of religious duties, proceeding from love and reverence for the divine character and commands; Christian obedience.
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• 1 Timothy 4:7-8 7 But reject profane and old wives' fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.
 • 1 Timothy 6:3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,
 • 1 Timothy 6:11 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.
 • Titus 1:1 Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness,
 • 2 Peter 1:3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue Knowledge Temperance Patience Godliness Brotherly Kindness+
 2 Peter 1:5-11
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• fraternal affection: - brotherly love (kindness), love of the brethren.• Love of brothers or sisters,
 brotherly love• In the NT the love which
 Christians cherish for each other as brethren
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• Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;• 1 Peter 1:22 Since you have purified your
 souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,• Hebrews 13:1 Let brotherly love continue.• 1 Thessalonians 4:9 But concerning brotherly
 love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue Knowledge Temperance Patience Godliness Brotherly Kindness+ Love
 2 Peter 1:5-11

Page 37
                        

• Describes the attitude of God toward His Son, the human race, in general.
 • Love can only be known from the actions it prompts!• In respect of agape as used of God, it expresses the
 deep and constant love and interest of a perfect Being towards entirely unworthy objects, producing and fostering a reverential love in them towards the Giver, and a practical love toward those who are partakers of the same, and a desire to help others seek the giver. (Vines)
 • Christian love, whether exercised toward the brethren, or toward men in general, is not an impulse from the feelings, it does not always run with the natural inclination, nor does it spend itself only upon those for whom some affection is discovered. Love seeks the welfare of all.

Page 38
                        

• 1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.• 1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love
 God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?
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Adding to your Faith…. Faith
 Virtue Knowledge Temperance Patience Godliness Brotherly Kindness+ LoveNot be barren nor unfruitful
 2 Peter 1:5-11
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2 Peter 1:8 For if these things are
 yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor
 unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
 Jesus Christ.
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2 Peter 1:9 For he who lacks these
 things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was
 cleansed from his old sins.
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2 Peter 1:10-11 10 Therefore, brethren, be even
 more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these
 things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to
 you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
 and Savior Jesus Christ.
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