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            VOLUME 20 NUMBER 48 WWW.OCGNEWS.COM FEBRUARY 28, 2015 FREE SERVING DEKALB, FULTON, GWINNETT, HENRY AND ROCKDALE COUNTIES n WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/OCGNEWS Fith Annual “Be Healthly Georgia Festival”set Page 4 Coming Up Vigil for SWD Teen Page 3 Antioch-Lithonia’s Pastor James C. Ward Celebrates 20 years Page 7 Special Feature Community See Price, page 8 See Ex-offenders, page 8 See HBCU, page 9 Loriel Price makes history at Rockdale Fire Department By Joshua Smith For the last 14 weeks, 25-year-old Loriel Price has balanced two jobs, two kids and still managed to take care of her father, Charles, who is a disabled veteran. Rockdale’s ﬁrst African American female ﬁreﬁghter has been training at the ﬁre department from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and then traveling to a mental health facility in North Georgia, where she works until midnight. After a few hours of sleep, the single mom is up making breakfast for her two girls and the process starts all over again. “I’ve been blessed to make it through this beautiful, challenging journey but the entire department has been supportive and behind me 100 percent, whether it be anything from wake up calls after working the late shift to other female ofﬁcers showing me how to get the gear on over my hair quickly,” said Price, who is among the Rockdale County Fire Department’s 14 newest recruits and its ﬁrst African American female ﬁreﬁghter. “I took a leap of faith and here I stand.” Price said her certiﬁcation as a ﬁreﬁghter will hopefully inspire other young girls to reach for something different than what they are expected to do and stay healthy while they do it. “It is an honor that I don’t take lightly. I want to leave a legacy, a standing example that my girls and girls everywhere can follow their passions and maximize their talents for their betterment, said Price. “You have to love yourself and your body. The gym is like my second home. When I’m not working, I like working out and reading. I enjoy cooking healthy foods with my daughters.” During training, Price incorporated a healthy snack and meal for ﬁreﬁghters in her recruit class. The San Jose, California native said she has always had a passion for helping others. She said her father encouraged her to pursue ﬁreﬁghting. “My father and I saw the open house ad in On Common Ground News and it sparked my attention. I mean since high school, I’ve always been trained in EMS and job-shadowed people in health-related ﬁelds,” said Price. “I love to help people. I just love it. ” Price and 13 other recruits completed a 14-week training process, which included CPR, learning how 9-1- 1 operates and practicing ﬁreﬁghting in real life situations at “burn houses” in Forsyth and Morgan counties. Ex-offenders get fair chance to work By Valerie J. Morgan Those who have been formerly incarcerated will no longer be required to disclose prior criminal histories when initially applying for a job with state agencies in Georgia. Gov. Nathan Deal signed an executive order on Feb. 23 prohibiting state agencies from asking candidates to disclose criminal backgrounds on their applications. The “ban the box” order is being hailed as a big step in giving job seekers who have served prison time a fair chance at getting their foot in the door. They won’t have to check the box on their application that labels them a criminal. “Such policies allow returning citizens an opportunity to explain their unique circumstances in person to a potential employer,” the order reads. Georgia is one of 14 states--the ﬁrst in the South- -to adopt the policy. Across the country, 96 cities and counties, including the city of Atlanta, have adopted “ban the box” policies for municipal and county job seekers. Although the “Ban the Box” policies do not apply to the private sector, advocates such as Bonita Lacy say the governor’s action is “one step in the right direction.” “We’ve got the governor on board for state agencies and I’m hoping that private businesses will follow. People deserve a second chance,” said Lacy, who is founder and executive director of Healing Hearts of Families USA Ministries in DeKalb County. Lacy said she launched her organization in 2001 to assist and encourage ex-offenders, help victims of domestic violence and families in crisis. “Many formerly incarcerated have skills. They have the education. They just can’t get their foot in the door when they check that box on their application. Their application goes straight in the trash,” Lacy said. “You don’t get the chance to discuss your qualiﬁcations. You’re automatically excluded.” Marilynn Winn, 63, knows ﬁrsthand the impact of that type of discrimination. She is credited with leading the “9 to 5 Atlanta’s Ban the Box” movement after serving time in prison six times. Under her leadership, the City of Atlanta in 2013 became the 44th local jurisdiction in the nation to remove conviction history questions from its job applications. “I couldn’t ﬁnd a job or housing. Whenever I applied for a job and checked that box showing that I was formerly incarcerated, I didn’t get the job. When I lied, I found work, Atlanta HBCU students to register Ferguson,MO voters ATLANTA--Leon Valentine, a public relations major at Clark Atlanta University, was planning to spend Spring Break in Panama City, Florida with his fraternity brothers. Jennelle Stricklen, scheduled in May to be the ﬁrst in her Detroit family to graduate college, has spent every Spring Break since her freshman year playing under the Florida sun--last year in Orlando. This year, however, Valentine, Stricklen and dozens of other students from Atlanta’s Historically Black Colleges (HBCUs) are skipping the fun in the sun to weather the cold in troubled Ferguson, Mo., where they will help to register voters in advance of the municipality’s April 7 elections. The students have volunteered to be part of the Atlanta NAACP’s Voter Registration Alternative Spring Break campaign March 9-13. The NAACP recruited the students and is sponsoring their trip to the St. Louis area as part of its continuing mission and to honor 50th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act. Richard Rose, the newly elected president of the Atlanta branch, said the organization chose voter registration in Ferguson and surrounding cities to show residents and the participating students that voting can result in real change. “The Atlanta Branch of the NAACP has made voting registration and voter participation one of its paramount issues for 2015 and 2016 and there is no better example of how voter registration can make a difference than Ferguson, Mo.,” said Rose. “African-Americans make up nearly 70 percent of the population in Ferguson, yet they are barely represented at any level of local government.” The same is true in the surrounding communities of Jennings, Berkely, Bellefontaine Neighbors and Flordell Hills. “Our goal is to work with the local branches of the NAACP there to give residents greater control of their lives,” Rose said. Ferguson has been a hotbed of turmoil since the shooting of Michael Brown, an 18-year-old unarmed African-American man, by Darren Wilson, a white Ferguson police ofﬁcer. Local residents, joined by thousands nationally, held numerous marches in protest, and the city erupted in ﬂames, rioting and looting after a local grand jury refused to indict the ofﬁcer in Brown’s death. Gov. Nathan Deal 
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 Loriel Price makes history at Rockdale Fire DepartmentBy Joshua Smith
 For the last 14 weeks, 25-year-old Loriel Price has balanced two jobs, two kids and still managed to take care of her father, Charles, who is a disabled veteran.
 Rockdale’s first African American female firefighter has been training at the fire department from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and then traveling to a mental health facility in North Georgia, where she works until midnight. After a few hours of sleep, the single mom is up making breakfast for her two girls and the process starts all over again.
 “I’ve been blessed to make it through this beautiful, challenging journey but the entire department has been supportive and behind me 100 percent, whether it be anything from wake up calls after working the late shift to other female officers showing me how to get the gear on over my hair quickly,” said Price, who is among the Rockdale County Fire Department’s 14 newest recruits and its first African American female firefighter. “I took a
 leap of faith and here I stand.” Price said her certification as a
 firefighter will hopefully inspire other young girls to reach for something different than what they are expected to do and stay healthy while they do it.
 “It is an honor that I don’t take lightly. I want to leave a legacy, a standing example that my girls and girls everywhere can follow their passions and maximize their talents for their betterment, said Price. “You have to
 love yourself and your body. The gym is like my second home. When I’m not working, I like working out and reading. I enjoy cooking healthy foods with my daughters.”
 During training, Price incorporated a healthy snack and meal for firefighters in her recruit class.
 The San Jose, California native said she has always had a passion for helping others. She said her father encouraged her to pursue firefighting.
 “My father and I saw the open house ad in On Common Ground News and it sparked my attention. I mean since high school, I’ve always been trained in EMS and job-shadowed people in health-related fields,” said Price. “I love to help people. I just love it. ”
 Price and 13 other recruits completed a 14-week training process, which included CPR, learning how 9-1-1 operates and practicing firefighting in real life situations at “burn houses” in Forsyth and Morgan counties.
 Ex-offenders get fair chance to workBy Valerie J. Morgan
 Those who have been formerly incarcerated will no longer be required to disclose prior criminal histories when initially applying for a job with state agencies in Georgia.
 Gov. Nathan Deal signed an executive order on Feb. 23 prohibiting state agencies from asking candidates to disclose criminal backgrounds on
 their applications. The “ban the box” order is being hailed as a big step in giving job seekers who have served prison time a fair chance at getting their foot in the door. They won’t have to check the box on their application that labels them a criminal.
 “Such policies allow returning citizens an opportunity to explain their unique circumstances in person to a potential employer,” the order reads.
 Georgia is one of 14 states--the first in the South--to adopt the policy. Across the country, 96 cities and counties, including the city of Atlanta, have adopted “ban the box” policies for municipal and county job seekers. Although the “Ban the Box” policies do not apply to the private sector, advocates such as Bonita Lacy say the governor’s action is “one step in the right direction.”
 “We’ve got the governor on board for state agencies and I’m hoping that private businesses will follow. People deserve a second chance,” said Lacy, who is founder and executive director of Healing
 Hearts of Families USA Ministries in DeKalb County. Lacy said she launched her organization in 2001 to
 assist and encourage ex-offenders, help victims of domestic violence and families in crisis.
 “Many formerly incarcerated have skills. They have the education. They just can’t get their foot in the door when they check that box on their application. Their application goes straight in the trash,” Lacy said. “You don’t get the chance to discuss your qualifications. You’re automatically excluded.”
 Marilynn Winn, 63, knows firsthand the impact of that type of discrimination. She is credited with leading the “9 to 5 Atlanta’s Ban the Box” movement after serving time in prison six times. Under her leadership, the City of Atlanta in 2013 became the 44th local jurisdiction in the nation to remove conviction history questions from its job applications.
 “I couldn’t find a job or housing. Whenever I applied for a job and checked that box showing that I was formerly incarcerated, I didn’t get the job. When I lied, I found work,
 Atlanta HBCU students to register Ferguson,MO voters ATLANTA--Leon Valentine, a public relations
 major at Clark Atlanta University, was planning to spend Spring Break in Panama City, Florida with his fraternity brothers.
 Jennelle Stricklen, scheduled in May to be the first in her Detroit family to graduate college, has spent every Spring Break since her freshman year playing under the Florida sun--last year in Orlando.
 This year, however, Valentine, Stricklen and dozens of other students from Atlanta’s Historically Black Colleges (HBCUs) are skipping the fun in the sun to weather the cold in troubled Ferguson, Mo., where they will help to register voters in advance of the municipality’s April 7 elections.
 The students have volunteered to be part of the Atlanta NAACP’s Voter Registration Alternative Spring
 Break campaign March 9-13. The NAACP recruited the students and is sponsoring their trip to the St. Louis area as part of its continuing mission and to honor 50th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act.
 Richard Rose, the newly elected president of the Atlanta branch, said the organization chose voter registration in Ferguson and surrounding cities to show residents and the participating students that voting can result in real change.
 “The Atlanta Branch of the NAACP has made voting registration and voter participation one of its paramount issues for 2015 and 2016 and there is no better example of how voter registration can make a difference than Ferguson, Mo.,” said Rose. “African-Americans make up nearly 70 percent of the population in Ferguson, yet they are barely represented at any level of local
 government.” The same is true in the surrounding communities
 of Jennings, Berkely, Bellefontaine Neighbors and Flordell Hills.
 “Our goal is to work with the local branches of the NAACP there to give residents greater control of their lives,” Rose said.
 Ferguson has been a hotbed of turmoil since the shooting of Michael Brown, an 18-year-old unarmed African-American man, by Darren Wilson, a white Ferguson police officer. Local residents, joined by thousands nationally, held numerous marches in protest, and the city erupted in flames, rioting and looting after a local grand jury refused to indict the officer in Brown’s death.
 Gov. Nathan Deal
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 MLB Charter Tours has the solution for you!. Our 57 Passenger buses will get you to your destination on time and in style. The Charter Bus is equipped with the latest technol-ogy to make your trip as comfortable as possible. Want to watch a movie on your way to your destination? We have you covered. Our Charter Bus is less than a year old and comes with reclining seats, plenty of leg room, and a fashionable lavatory. MLB Charter tours is your trusted source in Atlanta motor coach transportation. “Striving to be your #1 Atlanta charter bus company.”
 MLBTransportation
 Atlanta’s premiere Transportation service
 Do you need Charter Bus Services from Atlanta?
 “Striving to be your #1 Atlanta charter bus company.”
 Contact MLB Transportation at:770-270-1600 or 404-576-2360
 404-297-9933“WE DON’T GET
 PAID UNTILYOU DO!”
 Call us anytime for FREE advice
 Auto - Truck Accidents . Slip & Fall
 $MILLIONS RECOVERED
 24/7
 ANYTIMECALL US
 (JAG)Former Military Attorneys
 www.JasonandBradley.com
 we come to you.If you can’t come to us,
 JASON & BRADLEYTHE LAW OFFICES OF
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 By Joshua Smith
 CONYERS—Clergy from about 20 houses of worship came to Olde Town Conyers on Feb. 23 to network and gain a better relationship with county government.
 Hosted at the Olde Town Bistro & Grill, the “Pastors Table” brunch provided a place for pastors to talk one-on-one with Conyers-Rockdale Economic Development Council Executive Director Marty Jones, Post I Commissioner Oz Nesbitt, Sr., County Planning & Zoning Director Marshall Walker, and with each other.
 The networking session provided the perfect opportunity for the Rev. Warren Potter and his wife, Co-Pastor Francie Potter of Unity Church and Spiritual Center to let everyone know they are relocating their church to Georgia Highway 20, near the Target department store. The church has been in Olde Town Conyers since 1976.
 “It’s great to see some of the same people we’ve been working with in developing our new church. We are expecting the process to take about eight months and we’ve been getting support from people like Marty and Commissioner Nesbitt along the way,” said Rev. Potter.
 Unity Church and Spiritual Center has experienced tremendous growth, Rev. Potter said, and the new facility the church plans to build on 14 acres will seat 250 to 300 worshippers.
 “Right now, we can only seat about 55 people. We have 150 members on roster and as we continue to grow, the need for our new place of worship will grow,” Rev. Potter said. “My wife and I are excited. The congregation is excited. We look forward to this eight-month process and of course, the completion of the building.”
 Pastor Corey Hambrick of The Life Church Christian Center said he had never attended an event like this one but believes county government should continue to host such events to build bridges between local government and the faith-based community.
 “Some pastors are familiar and others I am meeting for the first time. It’s always good to meet others in the field of building up the Kingdom,” said Pastor Hambrick of The Life Church Christian Church. “Not only can we share ideas and strategies, but we can build relationships with people who understand our needs and concerns.”
 Commissioner Nesbitt said the event was a win-win
 for everyone in attendance. “Pastors often come to me asking about expanding
 their church or annexation issues. Today, they can get those concerns answered from county government representatives who specialize in those types of issues,” said Nesbitt. “The two most powerful places in the community are the barbershop and the church.”
 Nesbitt said he plans to host future events to engage the faith community.
 Sutton said. “We never know how the actions which we take, today, will help save lives, tomorrow.”
 Barnes Sutton encouraged DeKalb County employees and residents to support the movement by wearing red on Feb. 6, National Wear Red Day. She also sponsored her third annual “Go Red for Women Employee Lunch & Learn Fashion Show” on Feb. 19 at the Manuel Maloof Auditorium. Participants enjoyed a complimentary lunch and learned about the causes and prevention of heart disease in addition to watching volunteers don red apparel in support of the movement.
 Rockdale leaders, clergy, network at “Pastors Table”
 Pastors and county leaders broke bread, networked and fellowshipped during a Monday brunch in Olde Town Conyers.
 By Valerie J. Morgan
 DECATUR—Family, friends and teammates of Lauren Jones, the former captain of Southwest DeKalb High School’s varsity gymnastics team, held a candlelight vigil on Feb. 21 to remember her.
 Jones, 18, died of meningococcemia while attending the University of Oregon on a partial scholarship for acrobatic tumbling.
 More than 100 people gathered outside the Cheer Tyme All-Stars of Georgia Gym on Park Central Boulevard in Decatur where Jones used to train to sing songs and pay tribute to her life.
 Candles were lit around photos of Jones and the many trophies she helped win over her years of gymnastics.
 Jones graduated from Southwest DeKalb High School in Lithonia in 2014. She was the captain of Southwest DeKalb’s varsity gymnastics team and was named the “Most Valuable Player” her senior season.
 News of Jones’ death shocked the people who knew her in DeKalb County. Jones became ill and went to the hospital, but was sent back to her university dorm where she later died. She was the fourth case of meningococcal disease at the university.
 Dorian Battle Sanders, Jones’ mother, was too emotional to speak during the vigil. Instead Lisa Woodard, Jones’ former coach, spoke on Sanders’ behalf. “When I did get the news, that had to be one of the hardest phone calls any mother can get. My heart went really heavy for
 Dorian, because I don’t know how she’s doing it, “ said Woodard. “That baby that left here too soon too early is just like one of my own.”
 Woodard asked supporters to make donations for Jones’ funeral. As of Feb. 26, an online “Gofundme” account established for the Lauren Camille Jones Memorial had raised more than $16,000 toward the $20,000 goal.
 “She’s going out in first class,” said Woodard. Jones’ funeral will be held Feb. 28, 1 p.m., at Greater Travelers Rest Baptist Church (House of Hope Atlanta) in Decatur. Willie Watkins Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
 For more photos and video,visit www.ocgnews.com
 Vigil forSWD teen
 Lauren Camille Jones
 LIKE US ON:
 Photo by Glenn L. Morgan/OCG News
 Community News
 Prayers went up as gospel music filled the air during a candlelight vigil that was held in Decatur to remember Lauren Camille Jones.
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 Fifth Annual “Be Healthy Georgia Festival” set
 Lt. Governor Casey Cagle will host the state’s Fifth Annual Be Healthy Georgia Festival on Saturday, March 7, 9:30 a.m. – noon, at the Georgia State Capitol’s Liberty Plaza, 1 Martin Luther King Jr., Drive, Atlanta.
 The free event includes a one-mile family fun run for attendees ages 7 and older, a one kilometer kids dash, and more than 50 organizations on hand to give away prizes for runners and door prizes for attendees.
 All children who participate in the fun run and kilometer kids’ dash will receive a Kilometer Kids medal and goodie bags.
 Healthy Kids Georgia, along with Arby’s Foundation, will award the top three organizations with the most participants in the race with scholarships to maintain health and wellness programming.
 ATLANTA
 Atlanta Workforce Development holding logo contest The Atlanta Workforce Development Agency (AWDA) is launching a citywide
 logo redesign competition. The contest is open to full-time college juniors and seniors and recent (2009-2014) college graduates from an accredited college or university in metropolitan Atlanta.
 The AWDA serves as the workforce system for the City of Atlanta. The agency provides job seekers with resources to attain sustainable employment and collaborates with business leaders for the recruitment and development of their labor needs.
 “In order to effectively communicate with residents, employers and stakeholders, the AWDA is refreshing its brand,” said Michael T. Sterling, Executive Director. “I look forward to working with our city’s college students on this important project as we work to rebuild and strengthen the workforce system in Atlanta.”
 All design entries must be submitted digitally by Friday, March 6, 2 p.m. Students are allowed to submit more than one design, and must follow all entry guidelines. The top five candidates will be notified by Wednesday, March 11. The winner of the competition will be selected on Friday, March 13, and will have the opportunity to receive a $1,000 award. An announcement from Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, the City of Atlanta, the Atlanta Workforce Development Agency and the AWDA Executive Director will be made through social media, press material and on the homepage of the City of Atlanta’s main website.
 For more information on the competition, visit www.atlantaga.gov/awdalogo. Submissions and questions can be emailed to [email protected].
 DEKALB
 City of Clarkston registering runners for 5K festival The City of Clarkston, 3921 Church St., Clarkston, is registering runners and
 walkers for the city’s 5K festival, to be held on April 25, 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. Organizers say the festival will not only promote health and wellness, but
 also the importance of educating, appreciating, and celebrating Clarkston, one of Georgia’s most diverse communities. More than 50 countries are represented in the city.
 Festival activities include a pre-race mini health fair with free screenings at Milam Park; the 5K road race from the Milam Park to the Atlanta Area School for the Deaf; and will conclude with a community festival with activities for the entire family such as Zumba, performances from local entertainers, a children’s zone, food trucks, sports activities and art vendors.
 Want to run or walk in the race, contact the festival committee at www.clarkston5kfestival.org or 404-717-2119.
 “Keeping Kids Out of Prison” seminar set at Wesley Chapel LibraryTeens can learn how to avoid the criminal justice system at an upcoming seminar
 entitled “Keeping Kids out of Prison.” Watchdogs for Justice (WFJ), a nonprofit established to deter young people
 from crime, will host the seminar on Saturday March 14, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m., at the Wesley Chapel-William C. Brown Library, 2861 Wesley Chapel Road, Decatur.
 WFJ is a group of criminal defense attorneys, a private investigator, and a juvenile advocate who joined forces to educate youths, their parents, and concerned
 citizens about the pitfalls that lure young people into behavior that can land them in prison.
 The seminar will include information on: • Your constitutional rights and how to safely exercise them • Tips on how to avoid getting caught up in the criminal justice system • What to do if stopped by the police • When to talk and when to keep silent • The penalty for Georgia’s seven deadly sins • The importance of showing respect for those in positions of authority
 The seminar is free and parents are encouraged to attend with their teens. For more information, call 678-412-2299, email [email protected] or visit www.watchdogsforjustice.org.
 GWINNETT
 Free lawn care help in Lawrenceville The Gwinnett County Extension Office will host a lawn care workshop on
 Thursday, March 5, 7 – 8:30 p.m., at the Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center, 75 Langley Drive, Lawrenceville.
 Attend this workshop to learn how to identify common plant problems in your yard, how to reduce the amount of pesticides used on your property, and how to identify good and bad insects. Advance registration is suggested. For more information, call 678-376-7193 or email [email protected].
 Free “Fix a Leak” workshop offered Gwinnett County’s Department of Water Resources will host “Fix a Leak,” on
 Saturday, March 14, 1 p.m,. at the Collins Hill Public Library, 455 Camp Perrin Road, Lawrenceville.
 High water bills are often caused by leaks inside or outside the home. At this free workshop, attendees can learn how to perform a test that will tell you if your home has a leak. Representatives from Gwinnett’s Water Resources Department will explain how to track down the leak and demonstrate simple repairs you can do yourself. A licensed plumber will be on hand to answer your questions and all attendees will receive a free low-flow home retrofit kit.
 Registration is required. Pre-register by sending an email with your name and address to [email protected] or by calling 678-376-6722.
 Free job readiness workshop set Job seekers are invited to a one-day workshop that will offer information on
 resume writing and interview skills. Lift Up Atlanta, Inc. will host the workshop on Saturday, March 14, 9 a.m. to
 noon, at Norcross Human Services Center, 5030 Georgia Belle Court, Norcross. To register for the free workshop, call 678-225-5400.
 ROCKDALE
 Rockdale Extension Office accepting orders for spring plant sale The Rockdale Extension Office is taking orders for its spring plant sale. The
 deadline for orders is March 11. Proceeds benefit the Rockdale County Education Garden and 4-H youth
 programs. A variety of plants are available including blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, figs, and pomegranates. The cost for each plant is $8. Plants will be available for pick up on March 25, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 1400 Parker Road, SE, lobby A, Conyers.
 To place an order or for more information, call 678-278-7373.
 Nancy Guinn Library ready to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthdayFamilies are invited to the Nancy Guinn Memorial Library, 864 Green St.,
 Conyers, to celebrate the 110th birthday of famed author, Dr. Theodor Seuss Geisel, on Monday, March 2, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
 Library staff members say the event will be a celebration of reading. While some librarians read to families some Dr. Seuss stories, volunteers and library staff will lead crafts and games, with themes celebrating Dr. Seuss characters.
 Theodor Seuss Geisel was born on March 2, 1904 and died on Sept. 24, 1991. The American writer and cartoonist was most widely-known for his children’s books, which he wrote and illustrated under the pseudonym “Dr. Seuss.” 770-388-5040.
 Newton Saddle Club to come to Conyers for big show The Newton County Saddle Club will come to the Georgia International
 Horse Park, 1996 Centennial Olympic Parkway, Conyers on Saturday, March 14 – 15, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.
 The show will be hosted at the park’s Charles Walker arena and be open for all breeds.
 The event will showcase Quarter Horses, Paints, Appaloosas, Miniatures, Gaited Horses and more breeds are still registering. Classes of competitors include jumping, halter, driving, pleasure, showmanship, challenged riders, and trail riders.
 Horses and their owners will compete for prizes and bragging rights. Tickets are not required. For more information, contact Kathy Johnson at
 678-873-3019 or [email protected]. www.newtoncountysaddleclub.com.
 Coming Up
 Like Us On Facebook: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/OCGNEWS
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 Family Reunion Capital of the South
 Saturday, March 14, 2015Hillcrest Church of Christ
 1939 Snapfi nger Road, Decatur, GA 30035
 AtlantasDeKalb.com
 FREE Family Reunion Planning Workshop & Showcase
 Seating is Limited! Call (770) 492-5000 to Pre-Register
 Service Centric AcademyDiscover DeKalb offers FREE Customer ServiceTraining for Hospitality Industry Professionals.
 Classes are held at the Discover DeKalb Conference Room. 1957 Lakeside Pkwy, Suite 510, Tucker, Georgia 30084
 Next Class: Thursday, March 5, 2015
 Paradise awaits you at...GRAND CAYMAN ESTATES
 Build your dream home at...THURGOOD ESTATES
 Carmen Johnson, Associate BrokerCarmen & Company Luxury RealtorsPalmerhouse Properties & Associatescell 678 898-3404www.CarmenandCompany.comfacebook.com/carmenandco
 Final Phase!
 CARMEN AND COMPANY LUXURY REALTORS
 Carmen Johnson, the First and Last Name in Luxury Real Estate for over 2 Decades
 starting from the 300’s
 starting from the 600’s
 Suite 20 Day Spa, 4635 Flat Shoals Parkway, Decatur, has added manicures and pedicures to its menu of services. The salon, known as the “Home of the $10 Do,” has brought on board a licensed nail technician to provide services on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 Tina Nguyen, who moved to the United States from Vung Tau, Vietnam, has been working professionally as a nail technician in the metro Atlanta area since 1991. She accepts appointments as well as walk-ins.
 “We are really excited about offering these services. Customers who come in to get hair services can now also receive grooming services for their hands and feet so they look and feel good from head to toe when they leave,” said Suite 20 Day Spa Owner Kristy Gaiter.
 The salon offers massage, weight control, and skin care services along with chemical treatments and natural hair care.
 To book an appointment or ask about the salon’s VIP no wait service, call 404-286-9664.
 By Joshua Smith
 The streets of Olde Town Conyers were transformed into a New Orleans Mardi Gras shopping district on Feb. 23 when The CW’s “The Originals” set up shop to shoot segments for an episode.
 In the fictional vampire series, “The Originals,” a spinoff of “The Vampire
 Diaries” (also shot in Conyers), centers on the “Mikaelson siblings,” “Klaus” (Joseph Morgan), “Elijah” (Daniel Gillies) and “Rebekah” (Claire Holt).
 The show follows the siblings returning to the city of New Orleans for the first time since 1919. Having originally built the city, they were forced to flee their vengeful father. In their absence, Klaus’ protégé, “Marcel” (Charles
 Michael Davis), took charge of the city. “Klaus” resolves that they must take down Marcel and get back the city that once belonged to them.
 The Originals joins a list of shows and movies shot in Conyers including
 MTV’s Teen Wolf, AMC’s Halt and Catch Fire, Fast and Furious 5; A Joyful Noise; Prisoners; American Pie Reunion; Cartoon Network’s Ben 10 1 & 2; and Rob Zombie’s Zombieland.
 Gina Hartsell, film liaison for the Conyers Rockdale Economic Development Council, says the city does its best to make sure the filing process in Rockdale is a smooth one for both, the film crews and residents.
 “The city of Conyers has welcomed the likes of Vin Diseal, Queen Latifah, Dolly Parton and Hugh Jackman, just to name a few. We let companies know if you represent a production company, you have a helpful liaison in Rockdale County ready to assist you with your upcoming shoot,” said Hartsell. “All the shows and movies filming here are a win-win for everyone. Georgia offers some of the best film and TV tax incentives in the country – an income tax credit of 30 percent for qualified production expenses – leaving you with more money for your production budget. We work with companies one-on-one to produce award-winning work, save money and ensure project success.”
 The Originals is set to return to television screen for its third season on March 9, 8 p.m.
 Spotlight On: Suite 20 Day Spa
 “The Originals” brings New Orleans to Conyers
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 DeKalb school district moves step closer to full accreditation
 The DeKalb
 County School District’s accreditation status has been upgraded from “Accredited Warned” to “Accredited on Advisement,” one notch from full accreditation.
 The Southern Accreditation for Colleges and Schools (SACS) placed the district on probation in December 2012, after citing leadership issues including nepotism, fiscal mismanagement and infighting among school board members. The district has been making progress as outlined by the accrediting agency since that time.
 “The Board of Education, principals, teachers, and staff working with parents and community leaders have made great strides in meeting the needs of our students,” said DeKalb Schools Superintendent Michael Thurmond. “SACS recognizes the progress we are making toward stabilizing the district in a manner that allows us to refocus our efforts on academic achievement.”
 The decision to elevate the district’s accreditation status was based on a three-day monitoring visit in December 2014. The SACS report recognized the “concerted effort and focused work of the Board, Superintendent Thurmond, system staff and personnel at all levels to stabilize the system and create a culture of trust and transparency.”
 SACS also acknowledged the district’s fiscal progress, noting a
 budget surplus of $31 million for Fiscal Year 2014 and for operating in a “financially responsible and transparent manner.” In addition, the district “has developed and systematically implemented a comprehensive technology plan,” the report said. The launch of the Infinite Campus student information system was described as a success.
 The report concluded with an observation that the district faces two “major transitions” -- the search for a new superintendent and transition to a seven-member board. The report challenged the board to “leverage the progress” that has been made in the past two years to resolve these challenges.
 SACS directed the district to address 14 required actions in order to approve its accreditation status. Eleven action items have been completed.
 The most significant remaining action item requires the Board of Education to revise Policy BAB to “eliminate all references to Board members meeting with, and requesting information from Senior Staff” without prior notification and approval by the Superintendent. The report documents that the board is undergoing a “culture shift.” However, there is no written policy that specifically prohibits board members from “circumventing the Superintendent” in the daily operations of the district.
 “The Board is committed to creating an environment that ensures trust and transparency between the District and its stakeholders,” said Melvin Johnson, chairman of the DeKalb Board of Education. “We will resolve these remaining issues in order to restore full and unconditional accreditation to our district.”
 Michael Thurmond
 Sixteen DeKalb high schools named AP honor schools
 State Superintendent Richard Woods has named the Advanced Placement (AP) Honor Schools. The 2015 AP Honor Schools are named in five categories, based on the results of 2014 AP courses and exams.
 The DeKalb County District has 16 high schools on the list. Here’s a look at the schools recognized for their achievements and the categories:
 AP ChallengeDeKalb School of the ArtsElizabeth Andrews
 AP Access and SupportChamblee CharterDeKalb Early CollegeDeKalb School of the ArtsDruid HillsSouthwest DeKalbStone Mountain
 AP MeritChamblee CharterDeKalb School of the ArtsDruid HillsDunwoodyLakeside
 AP STEMArabia MountainChamblee CharterClarkstonDruid HillsDunwoodyLakeside LithoniaLithoniaMiller GroveStephensonTucker
 AP STEM AchievementChamblee Charter
 Druid HillsLakeside
 AP HumanitiesChamblee CharterCross KeysDruid HillsDunwoodyLakesideStephensonTucker
 Definitions of each category provided by the Georgia Department of Education are:
 AP Access and Support Schools - Schools with at least 30 percent of their AP exams taken by students who identified themselves as African- American and/or Hispanic and 30 percent of all AP exams earning scores of 3 or higher
 AP Merit Schools - Schools with at least 20 percent of the student population taking AP exams and at least 50 percent of all AP exams earning scores of three or higher
 AP STEM Schools - Schools with students testing in at least two AP math courses and two AP science courses (AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, AP Statistics, AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Environmental Science, AP Physics B, AP Physics C, AP Computer Science)
 AP STEM Achievement Schools - Schools with students testing in at least 2 AP math courses and 2 AP science courses and at least 40 percent of the exam scores on AP math and AP science exams earning scores of three or higher.
 Heritage and Rockdale County high schools recognized as AP Honor Schools
 Heritage and Rockdale County high schools have been named 2015 Advanced Placement (AP) Honor
 Schools by Georgia State School Superintendent Richard Woods.
 “We are proud of our teachers, students and administrators for continuing to emphasize rigorous coursework which shows through these outstanding
 results,” said Rockdale Superintendent Richard Autry. “We have made it a priority to provide an increased number of AP class offerings as well as additional support to students over the past
 several years. Many of our students also choose to
 participate in dual enrollment for college credit while in high school. Whether taking AP courses or dual
 enrollment classes, our students participating in these courses will leave high school with an advantage as
 they move forward after graduation.” Both, Heritage and Rockdale, were recognized in
 the “AP Access and Support” and the “AP STEM” categories. Rockdale County High School was
 also recognized in the “AP Merit” and “AP STEM Achievement” categories.
 Advanced Placement classes and exams are administered by the College Board, which also
 administers the SAT. AP classes offer rigorous college-level learning opportunities to students in
 high school. Students who earn a three, four or five on the AP exams may receive college credit. RCPS offers AP courses at every high school, including
 the Rockdale Career Academy and Virtual Campus. Examples of courses include: U.S. History, World History, Economics, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Calculus, Statistics, American Literature, World
 Literature and Art.
 Rep. Karla Drenner to host town hall meeting
 State Rep. Karla Drenner (D-Avondale Estates) will host a Legislative Town Hall Meeting on Tuesday, March 3, 6 to 7 p.m., at the Avondale Estates City Hall, 21 N. Avondale Rd., Avondale Estates.
 Drenner will give citizens an update of the 2015 Legislative Session.
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 Antioch-Lithonia MBC celebrates pastor’s 20th anniversary
 In March, historic Antioch-Lithonia Missionary Baptist Church is celebrating the 20-year leadership of Pastor James C. Ward and his wife, First Lady Idell Ward.
 Antioch will roll out the red carper for the couple with more than a dozen of the church’s ministries honoring them March 2-8. All of the special services will be held 7 to 8:30 p.m., except the March 8 Sunday services, which will be held at 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. The special guest speaker for the Sunday services will be John D. Tolbert, Pastor of Trinity Missionary Baptist Church in Pontiac, MI.
 The church plans to host a concert on March 15, 5 p.m., for acclaimed pianist Mark Hayes. The concert will also serve as the world premiere of a new choral work composed by Pastor Ward and Hayes. Hayes will perform with the James C. Ward Chorale, as he has done in the past. Considered as one of the greatest pianist of this era, Hayes has performed in many countries and some of the most renowned venues such as Carnegie Hall, The National Cathedral and the Lincoln Center.
 The church will also host a three-day revival March 18 – 20, 7:30 nightly, featuring Bishop Norman O. Harper of Kelley Lake Church of God in Christ in Decatur.
 Antioch-Lithonia also will mark the church’s 146th anniversary with a Heritage Day Celebration on March 22 during its morning services. Established in 1869, Antioch-Lithonia is one of the oldest churches established by African Americans in DeKalb County, according to church history. The Rev. Adam Daniels Williams, the maternal grandfather of Martin Luther King, Jr., pastored the church from 1893 to 1924.
 Pastor Ward came to Antioch-Lithonia in March 1995 when the small congregation worshipped in the city of Lithonia. Under Pastor Ward’s leadership, Antioch-Lithonia built a 40,000-square-foot sanctuary outside the city at 2152 Rock Chapel Road to hold its rapidly burgeoning congregation.
 Today, Antioch-Lithonia serves four generations, preaching and teaching to the masses.
 From learning shape note singing in rural Alabama to singing in the Morehouse Glee Club
 to performing with the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir, Pastor Ward is an accomplished musician, composer and arranger.
 Pastor Ward has a bachelor’s degree from Morehouse College, with a double major in Philosophy and German Literature. He earned a bachelor of science degree in accounting from the University of New Orleans and a master of divinity degree from New Orleans Baptist Seminary. Pastor
 Ward has also been awarded an honorary doctorate from the Mississippi Baptist Seminary.
 He is married to the former Idell Clark of Laurel, Mississippi whom he affectionately calls “My Beauty Queen.” They are blessed with three grown children.
 Antioch-Lithonia Missionary Baptist Church is located at 2152 Rock Chapel Road, Lithonia. 770-482-1277.
 City of Greenhaven gets green light from feasibility studyStonecrest group files intent to incorporate legal notice
 By Valerie J. Morgan
 The proposed city of Greenhaven, which would include about 295,000 residents in a 126.2-square-mile area in South DeKalb, has received the green light from the Carl Vinson Institute at the University of Georgia.
 Ted Baggett, the institute’s principal investigator, said based on the study area, Greenhaven would be “fiscally feasible.” Greenhaven would generate $45,611,418 in annual revenues and have a significant surplus of $27,176,981 after $18,434,437 in expenses, according to the study.
 That is good news for the Concerned Citizens for Cityhood of South DeKalb (CCCSD), which is spearheading the effort for incorporation.
 “We consider the results of the report to be a validation
 of our belief that we have a viable area that can now begin to focus on economic development within its boundaries,” said Kathryn Rice, president of CCCSD.
 Rice said she doesn’t expect citizens in the target area to face higher property taxes because of Greenhaven’s enormous size. It is the largest city proposed so far in DeKalb County.
 “We’re saying a large city is the way to keep taxes down because there are more people to support it,” said Rice. “We do not want to raise taxes. Our goal is to cut costs.”
 Rice said the institute compared the Greenhaven study area with Columbus, Georgia; the city of Atlanta; and several other counties in looking at data to determine if Greenhaven would be feasible to create.
 Greenhaven would provide three primary services to constituents: parks and recreation, code enforcement and planning and development. DeKalb County government would provide police and fire services during the first year and the new city would evaluate to determine if those services would be needed after that, Rice said.
 “We eventually want to provide those services (police and fire) ourselves and we believe that we can because of
 the large revenue surplus projected,” said Rice. The new city would be comprised of a mayor and
 seven City Council members. In addition to electing a City Council, Greenhaven also would address concerns from its residents through Community Area Planning Units, which would be similar to the Neighborhood Planning Units in the city of Atlanta. There would be six elected positions on the planning units.
 Rice said a community meeting is scheduled Feb. 28, 1 p.m., to discuss Greenhaven’s charter, the guiding document that explains the structure and roles of the proposed city. The meeting will be held at 1 p.m. at Columbia High School, 2106 Columbia Drive, Decatur. The charter will be part of the proposed bill introduced to state lawmakers to approve the city of Greenhaven.
 Meanwhile, the proposed city of Stonecrest in Southeast DeKalbwas deemed fiscally feasibility in early February by the Carl Vinson Institute. The Stonecrest Alliance, led by Jason Lary, filed an intent to incorporate legal notice on Feb. 24. The proposed cities of Tucker and LaVista Hills also filed legal notices. The legal notices clear the way for the three proposed municipalities to file their bills with state lawmakers.
 Motorcade of hearses push ‘Stop the Violence’ message By Valerie J. Morgan
 It wasn’t your usual parade of floats, marching bands and participants happily
 waving at the crowds. The Sunday motorcade of hearses that rolled throughout South DeKalb on Feb. 22 was an intentional
 grim reminder of the violence that has claimed so many young people in metro
 Atlanta. The event, sponsored by the Georgia
 Funeral Service Practitioners Association, was part of a national effort. DeKalb’s effort included more than 40 funeral homes from around the metro area. The hearses lined up for the procession in the parking lot of House of Hope Atlanta Church (formerly
 Greater Travelers Rest) on Flat Shoals Parkway. A crowd gathered under the cover
 of a gray sky and held a rally in the rain
 after the hour-long motorcade. “I had to be a part of this movement
 because it’s getting ridiculous. We are losing too many of our young soldiers. Whatever I can do to combat that, I will help every
 time,” said Stephanie Stone.Stone has seen that violence up close. Her 14-year-old son, Paul Sampleton, Jr., was shot and left to die in the kitchen of their
 Gwinnett County home in December 2012 after three young men attacked him and stole his high-priced sneaker collection.
 “I had no choice but to be here to make sure my son’s death does not go in vein. Myself and Paul’s father live with this pain every
 day and anything I can do to lessen that pain for the families here today, I want to do.”
 Two teens and an adult have been charged in connection with Sampleton’s
 death.
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 Stress or Physical Pain?
 Bring in this ad and receive a 60 minute Swedish Massage for only $45*
 *with Chiropractic Treatment
 MOST MAJOR INSURANCES AND OBAMA CARE ACCEPTED!
 At Full Body Rejuvenation Center our staff offers the most effective quality health care to satisfy every individual's personal needs. Our combination of chiropractic therapy, massage, and physiotherapy
 allow us to focus on the physiological, as well as the biomechanical aspects of the body.
 Dr. Smith encourages you to come in and begin your healthyapproach to pain management, weight loss or stress relief!
 Chiropractic TreatmentMassage Therapy
 Physiotherapy
 FULL BODY REJUVENATION CENTER3636 Panola Rd, Ste B Lithonia, GA 30038
 Dr. Jamal A. Duval, DDS, MS
 Braces for Children & Adults
 • Braces• Damon• Invisalign• Retainers
 770-482-74008200 Mall Parkway, Suite B 200, Lithonia, GA 30038
 M-F 8:30am to 5:30 • www.Lithoniabraces.com
 It’s Not Fair: Memory Loss Discriminates
 A Special Message by Emory Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center
 Today,
 Alzheimer’s and dementia strikes African-Americans twice as often as it does whites and often leaves their caregivers emotionally and financially drained. Twenty-three percent (21.3 %) of African-Americans age 71 and older have Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia, according to the Alzheimer’s Association. That compares to 11.2 percent of whites in the same age bracket. Additionally, African Americans are frequently diagnosed at later stages of Alzheimer’s leaving families little time to prepare emotionally and financially for the difficult road ahead.
 The reason is that African-Americans have a higher rate of heart diseases and diabetes, said Dr. Monica Parker, an Emory geriatric primary care physician and researcher. “That means if you have been treated for hypertension, diabetes or high cholesterol, you’re at greater risk for stroke, which leads to memory dysfunction.”
 Although the disease affects African-Americans the same as whites and other ethnic groups, Parker said how it manifests in blacks isn’t as clear cut, which makes the disease more difficult to diagnose and treat.
 “There are differences. We just don’t know what they are, because they haven’t been studied,” Parker said. That’s why the need for African-Americans to participate
 in studies in significant numbers is so great.”
 Parker said she believes blacks’ fear of research harks back to the Tuskegee syphilis experiment, a four-decade clinical study begun in 1932 in which African-American men were used as “laboratory animals.” The vast majority of African-American Alzheimer’s research, however, is by surveillance, which includes brain imaging, surveys and taking samples of blood and cerebral spinal fluids to search for precursors of the disease, Parker said. She said people age 60 and over with and without memory problems are needed to participate in these observational research studies.
 In order to address these health disparities, Emory is hosting a free Community Brain Health Forum on March 14 at Ben Hill United Methodist Church, 2099 Fairburn Road., S.W., Atlanta.
 The free Brain Health forum, which includes breakfast and lunch, will explain the connections between heart disease, diabetes, hypertension, obesity and Alzheimer’s. The forum will teach participants to become proactive about brain health by participating in memory screenings, scheduling a health care visit, engaging in preventative behaviors and disease interventions through diet and exercise, or participating in research studies.
 The doors open at 8 a.m., memory screenings begin at 8:30 a.m. and the program starts at 9 a.m. While the event is free, registration is required. To register, go to www.benhillwellness.eventbrite.com or contact Natalie DiSantis at 404-712-2084 or [email protected]
 Dr. Monica Parker
 Participants attending the event also remembered Marcaysia Dawkins, a 19-year-old robbery victim who was shot at a MARTA bus stop in Lithonia on Nov. 23, 2014. Police charged 18-year-old Christopher Merritt with murder and robbery and linked him as a suspect to several armed robberies and rapes.
 Sandra Elizabeth Ford, district health director of the DeKalb County Board of Health, said she attended the motorcade event to share critical statistics pertaining to young people and violence. According to the health department’s 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 6.4 percent of high school students attending public school self report carrying a weapon and 9.6 percent reported they did not attend school because they didn’t feel safe. The report said that 48 percent of students reported gang activity at their school.
 Nationally, More than 4,700 young
 people ages 10-24 were victims of homicide in 20012, an average of 13 per day across the nation, according to the CDC. In this age group, homicide is the leading cause of death for African Americans, the agency reported.
 Joshua Smith contributed to this report.
 To view more of photos of the event, go to www.ocgnews.com
 Continued, page 7
 “We gave them their new shift assignments and they were like kids in a candy store. They know where they are working and we have already put Loriel and the other graduates’ names up at the station for duty,” said Rockdale County Fire Chief Dan Morgan. Price, the only woman in her recruiting class, excelled during training; never giving up.“She’s a stud. I’ve seen her in action. Running for miles on end and all. With the jobs and family life. I don’t know how she does it, but she is definitely getting it done,” said Rockdale Fire Department PIO George Cox. “I think Price proves that mommy strength is something we can never underestimate. She rocks and she’s definitely ready to fight fires and save lives. She’s a super woman. All she needs is the cape.” Chief Morgan says the recruits still
 have more training to undergo but they are certified as firefighter 1 and firefighter 2, meaning they have passed exams, received medical authorization, and have both non-fire and fire skills as medical first responders. According to the U.S. Department of Labor, about four percent of firefighters are women.Rockdale’s fire department has welcomed diversity over the years, graduating one woman per recruit class over the last four years. Morgan says Price brings the number to five women of 138 firefighters on staff. “I think that’s a notable number in a field that is traditionally dominated by males,” said Morgan. “We already have one woman who’s been with us for about 10 years in Melissa Larson and Juli Moncrief, who worked for the department for 24 years in fire suppression before retiring.”
 Ex-offendercontinued from page 1
 PriceContinued from page 1
 but I would lose the job after my background check came back and they discovered I had lied about my past on my application,” said Winn, who was eventually able to acquire a a home through Habitat for Humanity. “I became an organizer and I refused to go back to jail.”
 State Rep. Dee Dawkins-Haigler, who chairs the Georgia Legislative Black Caucus, applauded Gov. Deal, said with Georgia’s step forward, released inmates can now have some measure of hope for employment.
 “Today, we thank the governor for understanding that there are thousands of citizens who may have an unfavorable past who just want to create a promising future,” said Dawkins-Haigler. “What happens to that mother and/or father who is released from prison and wants to make a better life for his/her family and what options do we provide them? We can’t cripple their ability to prosper.”
 People with criminal records suffer from discrimination in many areas of life
 including not only employment but housing, education and eligibility for many forms of social service benefits. About 97 percent of those sentenced to prison in Georgia will eventually be released, and more than 1,300 re-enter society each month without employment, according to Deal’s office.
 Deal’s order follows a recommendation by his Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform for Georgia, which reported in January 2014 that former inmates could face a barrier to employment, even if they are qualified for the job and the conviction has no bearing on the work. The council instead urged that applicants disclose any criminal history during a face-to-face interview with a potential employer.
 Deal’s order provides exceptions for former inmates seeking “sensitive governmental positions” in which a criminal history would be an immediate disqualification. That includes jobs such as prison guards or security officers.
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 Georgia’s aging experts will train banks to spot, report, and prevent exploitation of seniors in a statewide summit set March 20. The event for financial professionals, organized by the Department of Human Services Division of Aging Services, features top Georgia leaders from the public and private sectors.
 “Older adults and adults with disabilities are frequent targets of
 financial exploitation, and that risk is growing with the rise in technology,” said James Bulot, director of the Division of Aging Services. “We must arm banks with new tools and techniques to help them stop exploitation, whether perpetrators
 are overseas scammers or close relatives.”Summit headliners include directors of the Georgia
 Bureau of Investigation, the Georgia Bankers Association, the Prosecuting Attorneys Council of Georgia, and American Association of Retired Persons Georgia. They will kick off an agenda that addresses the identification, reporting, and prevention of financial exploitation; information that prosecutors need to combat abuse; challenges for the banking industry; and potential solutions.
 Nationally, victims of elder financial crimes and exploitation lose nearly $3 billion per year. Crimes and exploitation can take many forms such as identify theft, fraud, and the illegal or improper use of an at-risk adult¹s funds, property or assets. The threat of exploitation affects a wide range of vulnerable adults. People with dementia are at risk,
 as are adults with intellectual disabilities, and anyone with diminished cognitive skills.
 All Georgians can help in the fight against financial exploitation. Georgia’s statewide Adult Protective Services (APS) team accepts reports of suspicious activity by phone, by fax, and online. To contact APS about the abuse, neglect, or exploitation of an older person or an adult with a disability in community or residential settings, call DHS Adult Protective Services Central Intake, toll-free, at 866-552-4464. In any emergency, call 911.
 To request a brochure, schedule a presentation, or volunteer, contact the Division of Aging Services at 866-552-4464 or visit http://www.aging.ga.gov.
 HBCUcontinued from page 1
 DEKALB COUNTY GOVERNMENTAdvertisement for Thursday, March 5, 2015
 Sealed bids will be received in the Department of Purchasing and Contracting, The Maloof Center, 1300 Commerce Drive, 2nd Floor, Decatur, Georgia 30030, for the following until 3:00 P.M. on date(s) designated below:
 REQUEST FOR ITEM CLOSING DATESOLICITATION NO.3003459 CompressedNaturalGas -Annual March25,2015 ContractwithTwo(2)OptionstoRenew 3000461 MaintenanceandRepairServicesforFlare April2,2015 StationandGasCollectionSystems - AnnualContractwithTwo(2)OptionstoRenew3003467 InstallationofModularUnitswithThree March30,2015 (3)YearLease3003463 ParkRestroomRepairs-AnnualContractwith March27,2015 Two(2)OptionstoRenew3003463 TreeCuttingandRemovalServiceAnnual March31,2015 ContractwithTwo(2)OptionstoRenewSpecifications and other details will be available in the Purchasing and Contracting Department, The Maloof Center, 2nd Floor, 1300 Commerce Drive, Decatur, Georgia 30030. For additional information, please view the DeKalb County Website at: http://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/purchasing/index.html DeKalb County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids or any part thereof, to waive any technicalities, and to re-advertise.
 By: Scott M. Callan, CPSM, Chief Procurement OfficerDeKalb County Department of Purchasing and Contracting
 DEKALB COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY2015 Tax Assistance Schedule
 AARP Library Sites*Late arrivals may have to wait until the next day on the schedule for service.
 Chamblee Library Wednesdays Noon–4:00 p.m. Feb. 4–April 15 4115 Clairmont Road, Chamblee, GA 30341 Fridays 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Feb. 6–April 10
 Clarkston Library Mondays Noon–4:00 p.m. Feb. 2–April 13 (except Feb. 16) 951 N. Indian Creek Drive, Clarkston, GA 30021 Tuesdays Noon–4:00 p.m. Feb. 3–April 14
 Dunwoody Library Mondays 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Feb. 2–April 13 (except Feb. 16) 5339 Chamblee-Dunwoody Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338 Wednesdays 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Feb. 4–April 15
 Northlake-Barbara Loar Library Mondays 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Feb. 2–April 13 (except Feb. 16) 3772 LaVista Road, Tucker, GA 30084 Thursdays 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Feb. 5–April 9 Fridays 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Feb. 6–April 10
 Stone Mountain-Sue Kellogg Library Tuesdays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 3–April 14 952 Leon Street, Stone Mountain, GA 30083 Thursdays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 5–April 9
 Stonecrest Library Tuesdays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 3–April 14 3123 Klondike Road, Lithonia, GA 30058 Thursdays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 5–April 9
 Toco Hill-Avis G. Williams Library Wednesdays 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Feb. 4–April 15 1282 McConnell Drive, Decatur, GA 30033 Fridays 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Feb. 6–April 10
 Other AARP Sites*Bethesda Cathedral – Senior Campus Thursdays 10:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Feb. 5–April 9 1989 Austin Drive, Decatur, GA 30032
 Decatur Recreation Center Mondays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 2–April 13 (except Feb. 16) 231 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030 Wednesdays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 4–April 15 Fridays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 6–April 10
 Fairfield Baptist Church Tuesdays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 3–April 14 6133 Redan Road, Lithonia, GA 30058
 VITA Site**St. Philip A.M.E. Church By appointment only. Call 404.371.0749. 240 Candler Road, SE, Atlanta, GA 30317 Saturdays 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Feb. 7–April 11
 * AARP tax assistance is for lower and middle income taxpayers, with special attention to those 60 years of age and older. ** VITA tax assistance is for those who earn $53,000/year or less, people with disabilities, senior citizens and those who speak limited English.
 State officials arm banks with new tools to detect elder exploitation
 BBB offers tips for finding a tax preparer Help for Filing Your Income Taxes This Season
 The Metro Atlanta Better Business Bureau(BBB) is offering tips for businesses and residents in search of a tax preparer.
 “Inquiries for tax-related businesses have increased over the previous year, which tells us that consumers want to ensure they’re dealing with trustworthy professionals for both their tax and accounting needs,” said Dottie Callina, manager of communications for the Metro Atlanta BBB. “Asking for referrals, checking credentials and reviewing the return before you sign it are all great ways to ensure you are working with a credible tax preparer. Remember, if your tax preparer makes a mistake, it’s still your responsibility. If you wish to file a complaint against your tax preparer, you may do so with the IRS.”
 Other tips include being wary of promises because you can’t be swayed by promises of big refunds and checking for accessibility; an office may be questionable, if they are not available all year round and are only open during the tax season. Find more tips at www.bbb.org.
 Beulah Missionary Baptist offers tax help Beulah Missionary Baptist Church, 2340 Clifton Springs Road, Decatur, will offer tax
 help to the community every Saturday until April 11, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. in the church’s Family Life Center.
 Members of Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, VITA, will be on hand to help you with tax preparation. VITA generally offers free tax help to people who earn $53,000 or less, persons with disabilities, the elderly and limited English-speaking taxpayers who need assistance in preparing their own tax returns. IRS-certified volunteers provide free basic income tax return preparation with electronic filing to qualified individuals.
 Returning and new taxpayers should bring picture ID and a Social Security card. 404-241-3307.
 James Bulot
 The American Association for Retired Persons (AARP) Foundation offers free, individualized tax preparation for low-to-moderate income taxpayers - especially those 60 and older - at more than 5,000 locations nationwide. Here’s a look at some local locations offering help:
 AARP offers free help to those with low to moderate incomes.
 L. Valentine J. Stricklen B. Stoner
 Atlanta University Center students will not be marching during their stay, Rose said.
 “Marches have a purpose and are a deep part of the NAACP tradition,” he said, “but on this trip, our complete focus is on voter registration, voter education and voter participation.”
 Students will go door-to-door in Ferguson and the surrounding communities to register voters and to track down voters who have been removed from the voting roles because they moved or failed to vote in previous elections.
 Brandon Stoner, 20, of College Park is another student who decided to forgo Spring Break to work in Ferguson. Stoner, a sophomore majoring in economics at Morehouse, said he has friends who are heading to the beach this
 year, “but I see a need to go and make a difference.” “We have time to play all our lives but sometimes you have to do work, and it’s time to work,” said Stoner. Stricklen, 21, who spent her summer internship last year helping Seattle quarterback Russell Wilson set up passing camps for kids, said she hopes to pass on the gift that someone gave her when she was a teen. “Someone came to my high school and introduced me to Clark Atlanta,” she said. “If they hadn’t, I may not have gone to college. This is a great opportunity to give back.”
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 People Movers & Shakers in the Community
 Six finalists have been named for the Rockdale Coalition for Children and Families’ 2015 John K. Morgan Scholarship. The winner will be announced at a reception on March 21, 5 p.m., at the Rockdale Career Academy.
 This is the fifth year the Rockdale Coalition has offered the $4,000 scholarship for a student who has demonstrated outstanding community service in Rockdale County and plans to continue that level of commitment while pursuing post-secondary education. The scholarship is named for John K. Morgan, former president and chief executive officer of Acuity Brands Lighting and community advocate.
 Since the inception of the John K. Morgan Scholarship, more than $27,000 has been awarded to deserving students in Rockdale.
 “We were once again overwhelmed by the talent and commitment these students have shown throughout their careers by giving so much of their time and talents to help others in need,” said Michael Hutcheson, director of Rockdale Coalition for Children and Families.
 The six finalists for this year’s scholarship include: • Jaire Duncan, Rockdale Magenet School for Science and Technology. Duncan is a faithful tutor to students at Memorial Middle School, assists with a friend’s ministry called Jasmine House to help provide clothing and food for the homeless, participates in Hands Across Rockdale and volunteers for PTA family fun nights, dances and carnivals at Flat Shoals Elementary School.• Daniel “Chase” Hall, Heritage High School. Hall is active in volunteering at his church, Highland Park Baptist Church, participating in canned food drives with the Heritage High School Beta Club and providing Christmas cheer to patients during the holidays at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.• Aliyah Hill, Rockdale Magnet School for Science and Technology. Hill participates weekly in Emmanuel Church of God’s food pantry ministry, is an Upward cheerleading coach, has participated in Hands Across Rockdale and is a peer mentor for incoming freshman at Rockdale Magnet School for Science and Technology.
 • Alexis Nation, Rockdale County High School. Nation has given of her time volunteering at Morningside of Conyers, has assisted in multiple volunteer capacities at her church, Crossroads United Methodist Church, and participated in numerous mission trips locally at Smyrna Campground and throughout the southeast.• Lilia Perju, Salem High School. Perju has served as a Rockdale Career Academy ambassador and assisted with the school system’s Parent Academies. She is part of Rockdale Medical Center’s Volunteen program and teaches a Sunday school class at her church, Bread of Life Moldavian Baptist Church.• Natalie Smith, Rockdale Magnet School for Science and Technology. Smith actively volunteers in several areas at her church, Crossroads United Methodist Church, with the Magnet Association of Student Activities and the Kimberley Chance Atkins Foundation. In addition to the scholarship winner being announced on March 21, the 2015
 recipient of the F. William Hughey Community Service Award will be presented to Ed Conway, executive director of Mercy Heart, Inc. and the Lakeview Action Committee. The award is presented annually to a person who has demonstrated outstanding community service in Rockdale. Conway has served on innumerable volunteer committees and is an active participant in the community. A $500 cash donation will be given to the local community service organization of Conway’s choice.
 The Rockdale Coalition for Children and Families’ reception, which is open to the public, includes food catered by students in the Rockdale Career Academy culinary arts program, entertainment by saxophonist Jaylen Gilstrap, a past recipient of the John K. Morgan Scholarship and a silent auction.
 Tickets are $15 and are available at the Rockdale Coalition office. For more information, call 770-761-9244 or e-mail Michael Hutcheson at [email protected]. Tickets may also be purchased online at http://coalitionawards.brownpapertickets.com/.
 Rev. Edward Wheeler to take ITC helm in AprilThe Rev. Edward
 L. Wheeler has been named president of the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) to succeed Ed Wimberly, who will continue to serve the school and the new president in a role to yet be determined. Wimberly served as president for two years.
 With the election of ITC’s Board of Trustees, Wheeler will become the institution’s 10th President. He will assume
 the position full time beginning in April 2015. Wheeler retired in 2012 after serving as President
 of Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis for 14 years. He now returns to the ITC where he once served as Dean of the Morehouse School of Religion
 (1982-1985), one of the constituent seminaries of the ITC. A recognized scholar in Church History, Wheeler served as Dean of the Chapel and Professor of Religion and Society at Tuskegee University (1991-1997) and was Pastor of Zion Baptist Church in Cincinnati from 1985-1991. While serving as a pastor in Cincinnati, Wheeler also served as a faculty member at the United Theological Seminary in Dayton teaching in both the Master of Divinity and the Doctor of Ministry degree programs.
 During his tenure as president of CTS, Wheeler served on several civic and professional boards including the Committee on Leadership Development of the Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce, the Greater Indianapolis Progress Committee (Office of the Mayor) and 100 Black Men of Indianapolis. Wheeler also served on such boards as the Indianapolis Convention and Visitors Board, the Boys and Girls Clubs of Indianapolis, and the Board of Directors of the Association of Theological Schools in the U.S. and Canada. He
 currently serves as vice chair of the Baptist World Alliance Commission on Intra Baptist Relations and is a member of the joint Commission authorized by ATS and the Association for Hispanic Theological Education to strengthen Hispanic bible institutes.
 Wheeler earned his B.A. from Morehouse College (1969), and his M. Div. (Magna cum Laude) from Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. He holds the Ph.D. in Historical Theology from Emory University. He has been honored with several honorary doctorate degrees from leading colleges in Indiana and from Christian Theological Seminary and Payne Theological Seminary in Ohio. In 2011, he was named one of two Distinguished Alumni of the Year by Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School.
 Wheeler and Mary Susan Wheeler have been married for 45 years and are the proud parents of three adult daughters.
 Rev. Edward L. Wheeler
 Six Rockdale students lauded finalists for community service
 Senior Connections to honor Juanita Baranco at Seventh Annual ‘Senior Prom’
 Juanita Baranco, executive vice president and Chief Operating Officer of Baranco Automotive Group, has been named the 2015 Community Connections Award recipient by Senior Connections. The agency provides essential home and community-based care in Metro Atlanta and Middle Georgia.
 Baranco will accept her award at the seventh annual ‘Senior Prom.’ The award ceremony and fundraiser will be held on Saturday, May 30, at the Thalia N. Carlos Hellenic Center on Clairmont Road.
 Lori Geary, WSB-TV political reporter, will
 serve as the evening’s Mistress of Ceremonies. Established in 2009, the Community
 Connections Award recognizes older adults who have been, and continue to be, outstanding business and community leaders, and who have given back significantly to the communities in which they live and work. Past recipients have included former Decatur Mayor Elizabeth Wilson; former DeKalb County CEO Liane Levetan; Fidelity Bank Chairman Jim Miller; Mr. and Mrs. Arnie Silverman of Silverman Construction Program Management and last year’s honoree, David Ratcliffe, the retired chairman and CEO of Southern Company.
 The Senior Prom is set to raise $500,000 and proceeds will go toward Senior Connections’ various programs and operations to enable older adults to live independently. The black-tie optional event, “Celebrating Aging,” will include a reception, silent auction and dinner, followed by dancing.
 “Juanita Baranco is a friend and supporter of Senior Connections and we are delighted to be honoring her this year,” said Debra Furtado, CEO of Senior Connections. “Juanita embodies the Community Connections award as a long-time community leader. She has supported our organization knowing that what we do has such an impact on many lives - especially the
 lives of women, whether caregivers or program recipients. Besides being one of the most successful business leaders in our community, her years of service to the state government and support of nonprofit organizations is inspiring. Like previous recipients before her, Juanita serves as a prime example of what our society can do to help those in need.”
 Prior to becoming EVP and COO of Baranco Automotive Group, Baranco had a successful legal career and served as the Assistant Attorney General for the State of Georgia in the 1970s. She has served on the boards of many companies and organizations, such as Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, Board of Regents for the University System of Georgia, and Sickle Cell Foundation of Georgia. She is currently on the Board of Trustees for Woodruff Arts Center as well as on the boards of Southern Company, Cox Radio, and John H. Harland Company. Mrs. Baranco is married to Greg Baranco and they have four grown children.
 For more information about the 2015 Senior Prom, e-mail Sharon Steele, Development Director, at [email protected] or call 770-216-2576.
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 ADVERTISE in the Marketplace. call On Common Ground News
 678-526-1910
 CLASSIFIEDS
 EXPIRES: 3-7-2015
 THE Weave STOP4717 Covington Hwy Suite 103 • Decatur, GA 30035
 404 - 284 - 8833
 $40 Sew ins
 NEW LOCATION
 Docs{Docs}TOP
 A Publication of
 Serving DeKalb, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry and Rockdale Counties
 FREE
 8 flat tummy foods to eat
 Building Mind, Body and Soul Through Yoga
 Healthy eating for the Holidays
 VisitMdswhocare.com
 Top_Docs_2013_Fall.indd 1 10/6/13 3:42 PM
 Top Docs
 To reserve your space contact us at 678-526-1910
 Our next edition of
 is coming soon
 Early Bird Specials
 ALL EVENT FACILITY
 MINI MALL
 MINI MALL
 678-755-5955CALL TODAY!
 7173 Covington Hwy, Lithonia, GA 30058
 $500 MOVES YOU INA A
 • Parties • Seminars • Wedding
 • Church Meetings • Business Meetings• Graduation Parties
 $20 -$125 per hourA ABooth Rental $50 1st Month
 Free Banquet Hall!Monday-Thursday only Community Events, Non-Profit, For Profit Events.
 Natural Hair Silk Press
 Steam Treatments Organic Treatments
 Braids • VixensSew-Ins
 Micro Link ExtensionsMicro Link ExtensionsCuts • Color & more….
 BOOK TODAY
 (786)-752-0266
 SERVICEMr. Handy. Small and large jobs. A/C services, plumbing, electrical, carpentry, lawn service, gutters. Call for free estimates at 404-281-6503.
 FOR RENT2 BR,2.5 BA Condo, 6016 Regent Manor, off Hillandale, Lithonia. Call 770-482-6122 or 404-545-5851.
 NOW HIRINGThe Weave Stop in Decatur hiring braiders and stylists. Come prepared to do a demo. Call 404-284-8833.
 BOGOADSpecialsBuy 2 AdsGet a 3rd FREE
 BOGOADSpecialsBuy 2 AdsGet a 3rd FREE
 ~CALL~On Common Ground News
 Advertising Department
 678-526-1910
 PURCHASE ME FOR
 $75CALL 678-526-1910
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 Power Bleaching- Zoom Invisible Braces (Invisalign)Dental Implants Tooth-Colored Fillings Crown & Bridges Porcelain Veneers Low- Radiation X-Rays
 www.beautifulsmiledds.com
 Cosmetic & General Dentistry
 New Patients Welcome!
 Mon- Thurs 8am-5pm Every other Friday 8am-5pmRecline in Comfort & Watch TV During Your Treatment !!
 Se Habla Espanol!
 8200 Mall Parkway , Suite #155Lithonia, GA 30038 • (770) 484-4051Shops at Turner Hill Plaza (Across from Panera Bread Company)
 !
 Amber Jenkins Dabney ,DDS
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