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Slippery Slope
 Assuming an Action Will Be Followed By Negative Actions
 Example:
 The liberal media have made it dangerous for college men to hire strippers. Many strippers are single mothers supporting families.
 Once again, the liberal press is promoting welfare dependency.
 Our Legislature should pass laws to prevent the mainstream media from exposing men who hire strippers (or hookers).
 Otherwise these valuable jobs will leave Oklahoma.
 Why hasn't the chamber of commerce gotten behind this jobs issue?
 D. Leroy Crutchfield
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Affirming Consequent
 • Have enough evidence to affirm the consequent of a conditional and then suppose that as a result you have sufficient reason for affirming the antecedent, you commit the fallacy of affirming the consequent.
 • This formal fallacy is often mistaken for modus ponens, which is a valid form of reasoning also using a conditional.
 • A conditional is an if-then statement; the if-part is the antecedent, and the then-part is the consequent.
 Example: If she's Brazilian, then she speaks Portuguese. Hey, she does speak Portuguese. So,
 she is Brazilian.
 B. Dowden, 2006
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Appeal to Emotion
 Using Emotional Appeal Instead of Fact
 • What if Gov. Brad Henry had decided to donate the many thousands of dollars he and his entourage spent on the mission to Africa to buy many additional mosquito nets so desperately needed?
 • I'm sure the people in Africa would have appreciated the additional nets more than a visit from a white politician surrounded by armed guards.
 • Oh well, Oklahoma still has the finest government money can buy.
 J. Michael Pasternik
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Argument from Analogy
 Assuming!!!!
 • Example:
 If the car is taped together, it's probably a safe assumption the owner has no insurance.
 Sharyn Triplet
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Equivocation
 Word Shift to Make the Offer seem More Convincing
 • The Cherokees want the federal government out of their lives, so weshould give them what they want and
 get the government all the way out,
 including federal funding of any sort.
 Jim Foreman
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Begging The Question
 which the premises include the claim that the conclusion is true or (directly or indirectly) assume that the conclusion is true.
 K. McVay, 1991-2005
 • A form of circular reasoning in which a conclusion is derived from premises that presuppose the conclusion.
 • Normally, the point of good reasoning is to start out at one place and end up somewhere new, namely having reached the goal of increasing the degree of reasonable belief in the conclusion.
 • The point is to make progress, but in cases of begging the question there is no progress.
 • Example: "Women have rights," said the Bullfighters Association president. "But women shouldn't fight bulls because a bullfighter is and should be a man."
 B. Dowden, 2006
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Common Belief
 Also known as Bandwagon or Appeal to Popular Belief.
 • The Bandwagon is a fallacy in which a threat of rejection by one's peers (or peer pressure) is substituted for evidence in an "argument." This line of "reasoning" K.
 McVay, 1991-2005
 • Appeal to Popular Belief: Suggest too strongly that someone's claim or argument is correct simply because it's what most everyone believes.
 • Similarly, if you suggest too strongly that someone's claim or argument is mistaken simply because it's not what most everyone believes, then you've also committed the fallacy.
 • Agreement with popular opinion is not necessarily a reliable sign of truth, and deviation from popular opinion is not necessarily a reliable sign of error, but if you assume it is and do so with enthusiasm, then you're guilty of committing this fallacy.
 • It is also called mob appeal, appeal to the gallery, argument from popularity, and argumentum ad populum.
 • The 'too strongly' is important in the description of the fallacy because what most everyone believes is, for that reason, somewhat likely to be true, all things considered. However, the fallacy occurs when this degree of support is overestimated
 B. Dowden, 2006
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Past Belief
 • Taditional Wisdom: If you say or imply that a practice must be OK today simply because it has been the apparently wise practice in the past, you commit the fallacy of traditional wisdom. B. Dowden, 2006
 • Procedures that are being practiced and that have a tradition of being practiced might or might not be able to be given a good justification, but merely saying that they have been practiced in the past is not always good enough, in which case the fallacy is committed. K. McVay, 1991-2005
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Questionable Cause
 Latin: non causa pro causa, “not the cause of that”
 • The general idea behind this fallacy is that it is an error in reasoning to conclude that one thing causes another simply because the two are associated on a regular basis. More formally, this fallacy is committed when it is concluded that A is the cause of B simply because they are associated on a regular basis. The error being made is that a causal conclusion is being drawn from inadequate evidence.
 • The Questionable Cause Fallacy is actually a general type of fallacy. Any causal fallacy that involves an error in a reasoning due to a failure to adequately investigate the suspected cause is a fallacy of this type. Thus, fallacies like Post Hoc and Confusing Cause and Effect are specific examples of the general Questionable Cause Fallacy.
 • Causal reasoning can be quite difficult since causation is a rather complex philosophic issue. The complexity of causation is briefly discussed in the context of the specific versions of this fallacy.
 • The key to avoiding the Questionable Cause fallacy is to take due care in drawing causal conclusions. This requires taking steps to adequately investigate the phenomena in question as well using the proper methods of careful investigation.
 • Example: Joe gets a chain letter that threatens him with dire consequences if he breaks the chain. He laughs at it and throws it in the garbage. On his way to work he slips and breaks his leg. When he gets back from the hospital he sends out 200 copies of the chain letter, hoping to avoid further accidents
 • K. McVay, 1991-2005
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Red Herring
 Also Known as: Smoke Screen, Wild Goose Chase
 • A red herring is a smelly fish that would distract even a bloodhound. It is also a digression that leads the reasoner off the track of considering only relevant information. B. Dowden, 2006
 • A Red Herring is a fallacy in which an irrelevant topic is presented in order to divert attention from the original issue. The basic idea is to "win" an argument by leading attention away from the argument and to another topic. K. McVay, 1991-2005
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Straw Man
 • The Straw Man fallacy is committed when a person simply ignores a person's actual position and substitutes a distorted, exaggerated or misrepresented version of that position. K. McVay, 1991-2005
 • You commit the straw man fallacy whenever you attribute an easily refuted position to your opponent, one that the opponent wouldn't endorse, and then proceed to attack the easily refuted position believing you have undermined the opponent's actual position. If the misrepresentation is on purpose, then the straw man fallacy is caused by lying. B. Dowden, 2006
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Two Wrongs Make A Right
 • Two Wrongs Make a Right is a fallacy in which a person "justifies" an action against a person by asserting that the person would do the same thing to him/her K.
 McVay, 1991-2005
 • When you defend your wrong action as being right because someone previously has acted wrongly, you commit the fallacy called "two wrongs make a right." This is a kind of ad hominem fallacy.
 • Example: Oops, no paper this morning. Somebody in our apartment building probably stole my newspaper. So, that makes it OK for me to steal one from my neighbor's doormat while nobody else is out here in the hallway.
 B. Dowden, 2006
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Division
 • The fallacy of Division is committed when a person infers that what is true of a whole must also be true of its constituents and justification for that inference is not provided.
 • There are two main variants of the general fallacy of • Division:
 The first type of fallacy of Division is committed when
 I. a person reasons that what is true of the whole must also be true of the parts and
 I. the person fails to justify that inference with the required degree of evidence.
 K. McVay, 1991-2005
 • Merely because a group as a whole has a characteristic, it often doesn't follow that individuals in the group have that characteristic. If you suppose that it does follow, when it doesn't, you commit the fallacy of division. B. Dowden, 2006
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Composition
 • The composition fallacy occurs when someone mistakenly assumes that a characteristic of some or all the individuals in a group is also a characteristic of the group itself, the group "composed" of those members. It is the converse of the division fallacy.
 • Example: Each human cell is very lightweight, so a human being composed of cells is also very lightweight. B. Dowden, 2006
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