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Nobel Prize in Literature 1936His plays are among the first to
 introduce into American drama the techniques of realism, associated with
 Russian playwright Anton Chekhov and Norwegian playwright Henrik
 Ibsen. His plays were among the first to include speeches in American
 vernacular and involve characters on the fringes of society, engaging in
 depraved behavior, where they struggle to maintain their hopes and aspirations, but ultimately slide into
 disillusionment and despair.1888-1953
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O'Neill's first published play, Beyond the Horizon, opened on Broadway in 1920 to great acclaim, and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. His
 best-known plays include Anna Christie (Pulitzer Prize 1922), Desire Under the Elms, Strange Interlude (Pulitzer Prize 1928),
 Mourning Becomes Electra. In 1936 he received the Nobel Prize for Literature. O'Neill's now-renowned play The Iceman Cometh was
 produced in 1946. The following year's A Moon for the Misbegotten failed, and did not gain recognition as being among his best works until
 decades later.
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beyond_the_Horizon_(play)
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Christie
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desire_Under_the_Elms
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strange_Interlude
 http://www.sparknotes.com/drama/mourning/summary.html
 http://www.sparknotes.com/drama/icemancometh/summary.html
 http://www.sparknotes.com/drama/icemancometh/summary.html
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Moon_for_the_Misbegotten
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Lillian Hellman (1905 - 1984) was an American playwright, linked
 throughout her life with many left-wing causes. She was romantically involved for 30 years with mystery and crime writer Dashiell Hammett
 (and was the inspiration for his character Nora Charles), and was
 also a long-time friend and literary executor of author Dorothy Parker.
 The Children’s Hour
 The Little Foxes
 Toys in the Attic
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At the Wright‐Dobie School, teacher Karen Wright finds she must punish the young student Mary Tilford , a habitual liar, by rescinding her privileges. Without meaning to, she also punishes her own associate, Martha Dobie, when she announces her forthcoming marriage. The vengeful Mary returns home to whisper to her grandmother that Karen and Martha are lesbians. The
 rumor destroys the school, wrecks Karen's marriage plans, and drives Martha to suicide. When Mrs. Tilford, having learned the truth, comes to apologize, Karen refuses to accept her apologies.
 The Hubbards are a greedy, hate‐filled family who dominate a small Southern town at the turn of the century. Oscar has married Birdie Bagtry for her family's money, and now that they again need cash, Oscar and his older brother Ben reluctantly offer their crafty sister Regina one‐third interest in a new cotton mill they plan in return for a $75,000 loan. When Regina's husband, Horace Giddens, refuses to lend the money, Oscar goads his weakling son, Leo, into stealing Horace's bonds. Since the bonds were willed to Regina, Horace says nothing. But when an argument ensues between the
 two that induces Horace's heart attack, Regina refuses to get his medicine and lets him die. She then demands not one‐third but a three‐quarters interest in the business for her silence about the
 missing bonds.
 Carrie and Anna Berniers are two spinsters who live in genteel poverty and who have few pleasures in life except their ne'er‐do‐well brother, Julian. When he marries and seems on the verge of making
 an illicit fortune, the sisters become frightened of losing him. The battle between the sisters and Julian's wife, Lily, drives the sisters apart, destroys Julian's scheme to get rich, and crushes Julian as well. No one gives any credence to his promise to start again. This play was Hellman's last hit before she abandoned the theatre, and it displayed her knife‐sharp insight into human greed and
 sexual longing.
 The Little Foxes
 The Children’s Hour
 Toys in the Attic

Page 5
                        

Dorothy Parker (1893 –1967) was an American poet and satirist, best known for her wit and wisecracks. Parker traveled to
 Hollywood to pursue screenwriting, but her successes there were curtailed as her
 involvement in left-wing politics led to a place on the Hollywood blacklist. She went
 through three marriages and survived several suicide attempts, but grew increasingly dependent on alcohol.
 Dismissive of her own talents, she deplored her reputation as a "wisecracker".
 Nevertheless, her literary output and reputation for her sharp wit have endured.
 Dashiell Hammett (1894 – 1961) was an American author of hard-boiled detective novels and short stories. Among the
 enduring characters he created are Sam Spade (The Maltese
 Falcon), Nick and Nora Charles (The Thin Man), and
 the Continental Op (Red Harvest and The Dain Curse).
 Click on pink name for
 more info. on blacklisting
 for both authors.
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dashiell_Hammett
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Hellman also wrote three autobiographical memoirs: An Unfinished Woman: A Memoir, Pentimento, and
 Scoundrel Time. Julia is an Oscar-winning 1977 film based on Hellman's book Pentimento, a portion of
 which purports to tell the story of her relationship with her lifelong friend,
 "Julia," who fought against the Nazis in the years prior
 to World War II.
 OMG! It’s Haileyville’s A-Team Coach!!!
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As a result of her well-known political views, Hellman was subpoenaed to appear before the House Un-American Activities Committee in 1952. Pressured to reveal the
 names of associates in the theatre who might have Communist associations, she replied:
 "To hurt innocent people whom I knew many years ago in order to save myself is, to me, inhuman and indecent and
 dishonorable....”
 As a result of her defiance, Hellman's name was added to Hollywood's blacklist.
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These books were a moving investigation of the life of a strong, successful woman — the life of a woman who stood
 against an unjust government and was able to maintain her dignity and artistic vision. Though criticized for
 inaccuracies, these books were influential not only for their depiction of an exceptional and exciting artistic time,
 but for their tone, which many associated with the beginnings of the feminist movement.
 Hellman became a writer at a time when writers were celebrities and their recklessness was admirable. Like
 Fitzgerald, Hemingway, Faulkner, and Hammett, Lillian Hellman was a smoker, a drinker, a lover, and a fighter.
 Hellman maintained a social and political life as large and restless as her talent.
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William Inge (1913 – 1973) was an American playwright and novelist,
 whose works typically feature solitary protagonists encumbered with strained sexual relations. In the early 1950s, he had a string of memorable Broadway productions, and one of these, Picnic, earned him a Pulitzer Prize. With his
 portraits of small-town life and settings rooted in the American heartland, Inge
 became known as the "Playwright of the Midwest".Bus Stop
 The Dark at the Top of the Stairs
 http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/LOCInge.jpg
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Miller was a prominent figure in American theatre, writing dramas that include awards-winning plays
 such as All My Sons, Death of a Salesman, and The Crucible. Miller
 was often in the public eye, particularly during the late 1940s,
 1950s and early 1960s, a period during which he testified before the
 House Un-American Activities Committee, received the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and was married to Marilyn
 Monroe.
 1915-2005
 http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/38/Arthur-miller.jpg
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Click on title for link to synopsis (except for After the Fall).
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Neil Simon (1927 - ) is an American playwright and screenwriter. His
 numerous Broadway successes have caused his work to be amongst the most
 regularly performed in the world. He won the 1991 Pulitzer Prize for Drama
 for Lost In Yonkers.Barefoot in the Park
 Brighton Beach MemoirsBiloxi Blues
 The Odd CoupleThe Goodbye GirlStar-Spangled Girl
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Edward Albee (1928 - ) is an American playwright who is best known for The Zoo Story (1958), Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1962), A Delicate Balance (1966) and Three Tall Women (1994). His works are considered well-crafted, often unsympathetic examinations of the modern condition. His early
 works reflect a mastery and Americanization of the Theatre of the Absurd that found its peak in works by European playwrights
 such as Samuel Beckett.
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The language was both savage and witty, the emotion raw and intense, the denouement thrilling and unexpected.
 Shocked audiences had never experienced anything like the domestic hell that Albee evoked so theatrically. After this, no topic , no means of expression could be taboo for
 playwrights.
 [1966 Film version starring Elizabeth
 Taylor (who won the best actress Oscar)
 and Richard Burton]
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1967 Pulitzer Prize for Drama - A Delicate Balance1975 Pulitzer Prize for Drama - Seascape
 1994 Pulitzer Prize for Drama - Three Tall Women
 Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf was selected for the 1963 Pulitzer Prize for Drama by that award's drama jury. However, the award's advisory board—the trustees of Columbia University—objected to the play's then-controversial use of profanity and sexual themes,
 and overruled the award's advisory committee, awarding no Pulitzer Prize for drama in 1963.
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Lorraine Hansberry (1930 – 1965) was an African American playwright and author of political speeches, letters, and essays.
 Her best known work, A Raisin in the Sun, was inspired by her family's legal battle
 against racially segregated housing laws in the Washington Park Subdivision of the
 South Side of Chicago during her childhood. This warm-hearted story of a struggling middle-class black family had audiences – white as well as black – now weeping, now roaring with pleasure. Its
 commercial success opened the stage door at last to African-American playwrights.
 To Be Young, Gifted, and Black
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What happens to a dream deferred?
 Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun? Or fester like a sore— And then run? Does it stink like rotten meat? Or crust and sugar over— like a syrupy sweet?
 Maybe it just sags like a heavy load.
 Or does it explode?
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Sam Shepard (1943 - ) is an American playwright, actor, and television and film director. He is author of several books of short
 stories, essays, and memoirs, and received the Pulitzer Prize for
 Drama in 1979 for his play Buried Child. Shepard was nominated for
 an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his portrayal of pilot Chuck Yeager in The Right
 Stuff (1983).
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1945-2005
 His literary legacy is the ten play series, The Pittsburgh Cycle (Century
 Cycle), for which he received two Pulitzer Prizes for Drama. Each is set in a different decade, depicting the comic and tragic aspects of the
 African-American experience in the twentieth century.
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David Mamet (1947 - ) is an American playwright, essayist,
 screenwriter and film director. Best known as a playwright, Mamet has
 won a Pulitzer Prize, and Tony nominations for Glengarry Glen Ross (1984) and Speed-the-Plow (1988). As
 a screenwriter, he received Oscar nominations for The Verdict (1982)
 and Wag the Dog (1997).
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Glengarry Glen Ross shows parts of two days in the lives of four desperate Chicago real estate agents who are prepared to engage in
 any number of unethical, illegal acts—from lies and flattery to bribery, threats, intimidation and burglary—to sell undesirable real
 estate to unwitting prospective buyers. The title comes from the names of two of the real estate developments being peddled by the salesmen characters, Glengarry Highlands and Glen Ross Farms.
 Mamet's style of writing dialogue, marked by a cynical, street-smart edge, precisely crafted for effect, is so distinctive that it came to be
 called Mamet speak.One classic instance of Mamet's dialogue style can be found in Glengarry Glen Ross, in which two down-on-their-luck real estate salesmen are considering breaking into their employer's office to steal a list of good sales leads.
 Moss No. What do you mean? Have I talked to him about this [Pause]Aaronow Yes. I mean are you actually talking about this, or are we just...Moss No, we're just...Aaronow We're just "talking" about it.Moss We're just speaking about it. [Pause] As an idea.Aaronow As an idea.Moss Yes.Aaronow We're not actually talking about it.Moss No.Aaronow Talking about it as a...Moss No.Aaronow As a robbery.Moss As a "robbery"? No.

Page 22
                        

1965 -
 Letts was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma to best-selling author Billie Letts.
 Letts was raised in Durant, Oklahoma and graduated from Durant High School in the early
 1980s.
 Tracy Letts received the 2008 Pulitzer
 Prize for Drama for his play August:
 Osage County.
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Thornton Wilder (1897-1975) was an American
 playwright and novelist. He received three Pulitzer
 Prizes, one for his novel The Bridge of San Luis Rey
 (1928) and two for his plays Our Town and The Skin of
 Our Teeth.

Page 24
                        

The Bridge of San Luis Rey tells the story of several unrelated people who happen to be on a bridge in Peru when it collapses, killing them. Philosophically, the book explores the problem of evil, or the question, of why unfortunate events occur to people who seem "innocent" or "undeserving". In 1998 it was selected as one of
 the 100 best novels of the twentieth century. The book was quoted by British Prime Minister Tony Blair during the memorial service for victims of the
 September 11 attacks in 2001. Since then its popularity has grown enormously. The book is the progenitor of the modern disaster epic in literature and film-making, where a single disaster intertwines the victims, whose lives are then
 explored by means of flashbacks to events before the disaster.
 Our Town is a popular play set in fictional Grover's Corners, New Hampshire. Our Town employs a choric narrator called the "Stage Manager" and a
 minimalist set to underscore the human experience. Wilder himself played the Stage Manager on Broadway for two weeks and later in summer stock
 productions. Following the daily lives of the Gibbs and Webb families, as well as the other inhabitants of Grover’s Corners, Wilder illustrates the importance of the universality of the simple, yet meaningful lives of all people in the world in
 order to demonstrate the value of appreciating life.
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Academy Award-winning Movie:
 Pulitzer Prize-winning Plays:
 Pulitzer Prize-winning Non-fiction:
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The hero of Idiot’s Delight (1936) begins as a detached cynic but recognizes his own bankruptcy and sacrifices
 himself for his fellowmen. In Abe Lincoln in Illinois (1939) and There Shall Be No Night (1941), in which his pacifist heroes decide to fight, Sherwood’s thesis is that only by
 losing his life for others can a man make his own life significant. The Lincoln play led to Sherwood’s intro-
 duction to Eleanor Roosevelt and ultimately to his working for Franklin D. Roosevelt as speechwriter and adviser.
 Sherwood’s speechwriting did much to make ghostwriting for public figures a respectable practice. From his wartime association with Roosevelt came much of the material for
 Roosevelt and Hopkins: An Intimate History.
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across the country. In its ten years of
 association, the Round Table and a number of its members acquired national reputations
 both for their contributions to
 literature and for their sparkling wit.
 The Algonquin Round Table was a celebrated clique of New York City writers, critics, actors and wits. Members of "The Vicious
 Circle," as they dubbed themselves, met for lunch each day at the Algonquin Hotel from 1919 until roughly 1929. At these luncheons they engaged in wisecracks, wordplay and witticisms that, through
 the newspaper columns of Round Table members, were disseminated
 Sherwood
 ParkerFerber
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One of America’s greatest playwrights, and certainly the greatest ever from the South,
 Tennessee Williams wrote fiction and motion picture
 screenplays, but he is acclaimed primarily for his
 plays—nearly all of which are set in the South, but which at
 their best rise above regionalism to approach
 universal themes.
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Major Plays: The Glass Menagerie
 A Streetcar Named Desire
 Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
 Night of the Iguana
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Thomas Lanier ("Tennessee") Williams was an outstanding American playwright and the author of
 film scripts, short stories, novels, and verse. He was known for his innovations in theatrical
 technique, as well as for his Southern idioms, compelling dialogue, and themes that--for their
 time--often seemed strange or shocking. Williams vividly conveyed the sexual tensions and
 suppressed violence of his tormented characters, usually with compassion as well as irony.
 He won Pulitzer Prizes for A Streetcar Named Desire and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. Many believed that The Glass Menagerie deserved one as well.
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Near the close of the war in 1944, what many consider to be his
 finest play, The Glass Menagerie, had a very successful run in
 Chicago and a year later burst its way onto Broadway. Containing autobiographical elements from both his days in St. Louis as well
 as from his family’s past in Mississippi, the play won the New
 York Drama Critics’ Circle award as the best play
 of the season. Williams, at the age of 34, had etched an indelible mark among the public and among his peers.

Page 32
                        

The Glass Menagerie is set in a shabby St. Louis apartment occupied by Amanda Wingfield and her two adult children: shy, fragile Laura, and Tom, a restless,
 poetic soul trapped in a stifling factory job. Tom narrates this self-described "memory play,” revisiting a
 time when his family longs to escape their meager existence by creating idealized fantasy worlds. Amanda tries to rise above the family's depressed circumstances with the trappings of gentility and puts all of her hopes
 into the prospect of Laura marrying and lifting them out of poverty. But Laura is painfully shy and can't cope
 with the pressures of the outside world. She either spends her days alone in the park or tending to the glass
 figurines she collects.
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Unwilling to give up the fight, Amanda cajoles Tom into finding Laura a gentleman caller and he
 brings home Jim O'Connor, a man he knew vaguely from high school and from his job at the shoe factory.
 Amanda turns childish in her delight over this new visitor, but Laura is so shy that she can't bring herself to
 the dinner table. The pressure of the moment shatters the family's illusory worlds and forces them to confront
 reality. Following its Broadway premiere, The Glass Menagerie was voted Best Play of the year by the New
 York Drama Critics Circle. The Glass Menagerie's richness lies in the language and relationships that
 Williams creates and the way in which Tom remembers his family through a gossamer filter of time.

Page 34
                        

Only a few playwrights have been awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Drama more than once.
 Eugene O'Neill won the prize four times—more than any other playwright. He won in 1920, 1922, 1928, and 1957.
 George S. Kaufman won the award twice, once in 1932 and once in 1937. Both times he won the award for a collaborative work.Robert E. Sherwood won the award in 1936, 1939, and 1941.
 Thornton Wilder won in 1938 and 1943.Tennessee Williams won the award in 1948 and 1955.
 August Wilson won the award in 1987 and 1990.Edward Albee won the award in 1967, 1975 and 1994. He is the last repeat winner to win, although August Wilson is the last playwright
 to become a repeat winner.
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Eight musicals have won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama—-about one per decade from the 1930s to the 2000s.
 They are: George and Ira Gershwin's Of Thee I Sing (1932), Rodgers and Hammerstein's South Pacific (1950),
 Bock & Harnick's Fiorello! (1960), Frank Loesser's How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying (1962), Marvin
 Hamlisch, Ed Kleban, James Kirkwood, and Nicholas Dante's A Chorus Line (1976), Stephen Sondheim's and James Lapine's Sunday in the Park with George (1985),
 Jonathan Larson's Rent (1996), and Brian Yorkey's and Tom Kitt's Next to Normal (2010).
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