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ED SHEERAN: STAR CONSTRUCTION
 Ruba Islam
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WHO IS HE?• Edward Christopher "Ed" Sheeran
 (born 17 February 1991) is an English singer-songwriter. He was born in Hebden Bridge, and raised in Suffolk. He moved to London in 2008 to pursue a musical career.
 • In early 2011, Ed released an independent extended play No.5 collaborations Project, which caught the attention of both Elton John and Jamie Foxx. He was then signed to Asylum Records, which allowed him to produce his debut album ‘+’. Containing the singles ‘The A Team’ and ‘Lego House’, which was certified quintuple platinum in the UK.
 • In 2012, he won two Brit Awards for Best British Male Solo Artist and British Breakthrough Act. As well as winning the Ivor Novello Awards for Best Song Musically and Lyrically for his single ‘The A Team’
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WHAT DOES HE WEAR?
 • Ed Sheeran often dresses in very casual clothing both in his music videos and on a daily basis. His outfits usually consist of a t-shirt, jeans, and a hoodie. He tends not to focus on his appearance to much or keeping up with the latest fashionable trends, as his main focus is his music and performing on his tours.
 • This has resulted in Ed receiving a lot of criticism for his fashion choices. For example in 2012 he was voted the worst dressed man by GQ.
 • However this doesn’t seem to bother his fans as he revealed that his favourite hoodies are made by American designer Ralph Lauren; unfortunately the 22-year-old doesn't have many left. "Ralph Lauren make awesome hoodies but women keep stealing them," he explained. "I used to have so many, now I have one."
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TARGET AUDIENCE
 • Ed Sheeran’s target audience is young people (between the ages of 15-25), which is similar to his age which is 23.
 • He is well known for being mostly self promoted as he writes all his own songs.
 • Ed has collaborated and supported artists such as Example, Just Jack, Taylor Swift, One Direction, and Jessie Ware, who all have a similar target audience to him.
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ED SHEERAN IN THE MEDIA • The media usually presents Ed sheeran as a down to earth person, who is
 dedicated to his musical career. He recently announced his biggest Australian arena tour to date, and headlines consist of “Singer will be the first musician in 20 years to play such a huge tour”.
 • He was also praised by the Backstreet Boys not to long ago, for his ‘Runaway/Everybody’ Mash-up. The Backstreet Boys took to twitter to tell Ed that they thought his version was “awesome”
 • He is often pictured with One Direction in the media, mainly “Niall Horan” who is a good friend of his. They were recently out partying in Las Vegas.
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ED SHEERAN ON TWITTER
 • Ed uses social media such as twitter where he has gathered 10.6 million followers, to interact with his fans who refer to themselves as “Sheerios”.
 • He updates his twitter regularly to let everyone know what he is currently doing. For example he tweeted “Gonna finally see Inbetweeners 2 today and I can't bloody wait”. His twitter is very informal as it often contains abbreviations and swear words, but this appeals to his fan base who are of a younger demographic as they can easily relate to him and his personality.
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ED SHEERAN ON SOCIAL MEDIA
 • Social networking sites such as Facebook helped Ed’s fan base grow as he now has over 8 million likes on his Facebook page. Facebook is used as a marketing and promoting tool for his music and more recently his new book release
 • In addition Since Ed’s target audience mainly consists of a younger age demographic such as students who don’t have a lot of money. His songs are uploaded on apps such as Spotify. This allows his audience to find and listen to his music for free, as well as being able to share his music easily with their friends.
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