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LYNYRDSKYNYRDEQUIPMENT LISTS
 ALL GUITARS, AMPS, EFFECTS, PIANOS, DRUMS, ECT… USED BY :
 Ed KingDuring his tenure with these bands:
 LYNYRD SKYNYRD (1969-1979)
 HIATUS YEARS (1975 - 1987)
 LYNYRD SKYNYRD TRIBUTE TOUR (1987-1990)
 LYNYRD SKYNYRD (1991-1995)
 RETIREMENT (1995-TODAY)
 WRITTEN AND COMPILEDBY:
 SEAN McMAHON
 Many thanks are owed to Roadie Joe Barnes, Ed King, various members of the EK board, Lynyrd Skynyrd Dixie, the Outlaws Official message board, and the various videos, photographs, and interviews that I have found have all helped me to fill out this list to this extent. And to the old “Official Lynyrd Skynyrd Message Board” which got the ball rolling.
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THE LATE 60’S & EARLY 70’S----------Guitars----------
 1962 Gibson Melody MakerEd’s first electric guitar
 1952 Fender Telecaster1954 Gibson Les Paul
 Classic Gold Top modelGover tunersSoapbar pickupsNotes:
 Used in movie “Beyond the Valley of the Dolls”1965 Gibson SG SpecialMid-1960’s Gibson Byrdland
 Was traded along with a Gibson SG for the ‘57 Strat1965 Fender Telecaster
 Used during his days with the Strawberry Alarm Clock
 ----------Basses----------St. George Bass
 Fire engine red finishDone by Ed himself
 Notes:This was Ed’s very first bass that he owned
 1958 Fender Precision Bass1964 Fender Jazz Bass
 Yellow finish with black pick guardWas given to Leon when Ed left the band in ‘75
 ----------Amps----------Fender Concert Amp
 Used during the SAC yearsVox Tone Bender
 Used during the SAC yearsVox AC-30
 Used during the SAC yearsAmpeg SVT Bass Amp
 8x10 Speakers100 watts?
 ----------Effects----------Maestro Fuzztone
 Used for solo on “Incense and Pepperments”
 ----------Picks----------Various types
 “Picks, quarters, whatever I could find.” - Ed
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PRONOUNCED “LEH-NERD SKIN-NERD”----------Guitars----------
 1957 Fender StratocasterBlack with white pickguardRosewood fretboardMaple neckThree-way selector switch (bridge, middle, neck)Notes:
 All of Ed’s Fenders have 25.5 scale necksThis remains as Ed’s favorite Strat
 1972 Gibson Les PaulUsed for slide on “Mr. Banker”
 ----------Amps----------Ampeg V4 Head
 2 2x15 cabinets with SRO 15'sWere used until the SRO’s shorted out and the manufacturer discontinued themEd used a touch of reverb w/ these amps
 Fender Quadra verb (2x)
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Various types
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SECOND HELPING----------Guitars----------
 1957 Fender Stratocaster1973 Fender Stratocaster
 The Sweet Home Alabama StratCompletely stockSunburst finish with white pick guardRosewood fretboardMaple neckNotes:
 Ed reports that this guitar was very lousy, the pickups were really poor.Also used on Mississippi KidNow displayed at the RRHOF in Cleveland, OH
 1960 Fender StratocasterBlack finishNotes:
 Bought from a pawnshop in Denver for $180.1964 Gibson SG
 Cherry finish with pick guard removed (due to routing)Fitted with Bigsby Vibrato bridge (one of the first from the factory)Trapezoidal inlaysP-90 hum bucker (bridge)
 The P-90 was installed following the original pickup “blowing up.” Ed has stated that this was the finest Gibson that he had ever owned...till the pickup went bad on him...Gibson Hum bucker (neck) - pole pieces in reversed position
 Gold speed knobsFrom another guitar that Ed treasured (the ‘54 LP)...until that one went south...
 Notes:This guitar came from a trade for a ES-330 in 1970Used (studio) on Am I Losin’ (Solo), Railroad Song (rhythm), Country Boy (slide parts), and Freebird live every night.Ed recently got this guitar back from a collector
 1965 Fender StratocasterUsed on The Ballad of Curtis Loew
 1966 Fender StratocasterUsed on Workin’ for MCA
 1958 Fender StratocasterRefinished 1958 Fender Strat Body
 Black finish w/ black shell pick guardThe pick guard was made for Ed at Strings N’ Things in Memphis, TN
 1965 Fender Strat neckPickups came from a ‘65 model as wellNickel hardwareFrankensteined model
 Chrome Telecaster volume knobsNotes:
 Ed used this in late ‘74 and ‘most of ‘75 live and on the Nuthin’ Fancy record. He later sold this one to a friend in New Jersey (who says that this one is almost completely worn out).
 1967 Fender StratocasterSunburst finish w/ white pickguardNotes:
 Sold to a friendUsed on most other songs on Second Helping
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----------Amps----------Peavey Roadmaster
 200 Watt output3 channels
 “One was so clean, it hurt.” - Joe BarnesUsed 6550-type tubes in the power sectionUsed in conjunction w/ 2 12” speakers, later followed by a Peavey 412 cab.
 Fender Quadra verb (2x)Fender Twin Reverb
 Used for most things except for some solosFender Super Reverb
 Built-in tremolo1963 Fender Princeton
 Built-in ReverbNotes:
 Owned by Mike Porter, who played drums on I Need YouUsed for Rhythm guitar on I Need You
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Various types
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NUTHIN FANCY----------Guitars----------
 1957 Fender Stratocaster1964 Gibson SG1958 Fender Stratocaster1959 Gibson Les Paul - “Lester”
 Serial #9 0891Medium flame Tobacco-burst finish w/cream pickguard Gibson Burst buckers (neck (zebra) and bridge)Trapezoidal inlaysTune-o-matic bridgeNotes:
 Only used on “T for Texas”All of Ed’s Gibson’s have 24.5 scale necksRecently, Ed has modified “Lester” with the following:
 Burstbuckers removed and replaced with 3 Stratocaster pickupsFloyd Rose vibrato system installedBoth required some routing
 1960’s Gibson Les Paul JuniorCherry Finish w/ black pickguardDot inlaysP-90 pickup (bridge) and Gibson humbucker (neck)2 Control knobs – 1 for volume, 1 for toneNotes:
 Was owned by Skynyrd roadie Joe BarnesUsed live for slide guitar part on “I’m a Country Boy”
 ----------Amps----------Peavey RoadmasterUnknown 50-watt Marshall
 Used on the solo for Am I Losin’Modified WiringStolen during the early days
 ----------Effects----------Unknown Mutron-brand Effect pedal
 Used only on “On the Hunt” during live shows.Unknown Echoplex effect
 Only ever used on studio version of Saturday Night SpecialJim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Various types
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HIATUS (1975-1987)----------Guitars----------
 1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (1)Sunburst finish with heavy flameAll maple construction, except for the neck (made of pao-ferro a.k.a “ironwood)EMG-SA single-coil Pickups (neck and middle)EMG-81 Pickup (bridge)
 Splitable Humbucker in the bridge2 control knobs - volume, toneFloyd Rose Vibrato bridge with locking nut5-way selector switchNotes:
 Custom-made for Ed by Rudy Pensa and John Suhr of Pensa-SuhrUsed chiefly in the Tribute Tour
 1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (2)Natural finish with medium flameAll maple construction, except for the neck (made of pao-ferro a.k.a “ironwood)One EMG-81 Pickup in bridge position
 Bridge pickup is a coil-splitterLater had a single coil installed in the neck position following the Tribute tour
 One EMG-SA single coil pickup in mid position2 control knobs - volume, toneFloyd Rose Vibrato bridge with locking nutNotes:
 Custom-made for Ed by Rudy Pensa and John Suhr of Pensa-SuhrUsed chiefly in the Tribute TourSold later to Judy Janess-Van Zant
 1958 Gibson Les PaulSerial # 9 0850Faded ‘Burst finish w/ cream-colored pickguardBound neck w/ trapezoidal inlaysOriginally had small fret wiresBinding at the bottom of the neck was incorrectly made (there were gaps)Pickups are cream-colored (can be seen under the nickel covers)Consigned to George Gruhn in 1984. It was later sold to Hank Jr. who then gave it to Greg Martin of the Ky. Headhunters
 ----------Acoustic Guitars----------1927 00-18 Martin Acoustic
 He owns three of themSome are used for slide
 1949 00-18 Martin AcousticUsed on the Endangered Species album
 Gibson J-200Used chiefly for strumming
 ----------Amps----------Peavey RoadmasterPRS Amp Head
 Solid state-amp70 WattsUsed in conjuction with 4x12 cabs
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
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----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 Ed finds these picks on Assateague Island located on the northeast coast.Only 1 in 20 are actually usableHe started using these after quitting the band in the mid-70’s
 TRIBUTE TOUR----------Guitars----------
 1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (1)1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (2)1983 Fender Vintage Telecaster
 Blonde finish w/ black pickguardNotes:
 Used only on “Comin’ Home” during the last 10 dates of the ’87 tribute tour1988 PRS Signature Series Custom
 Cherry Sunburst finishFlamed Maple top
 Extremely figured (artist grade) topPearl flying bird inlaysHeadstock features:
 Back:# 8 4086SIG # 230CUSTOM BUILT FOR ED KING
 All handwrittenFront:
 Paul Reed Smith’s Autograph instead of printed logoOpen-coil pickups (neck and bridge)Nickel hardwareTwo control knobs - 1 volume, 1 toneOld-style “Sweet-switch” between the knobsNotes:
 One of only 1000 madeThis was the first guitar made for Ed by Paul.Ed gave it away because it was “dead wood,” it had poor toneIt was then bought at a Sotheby’s auction in 1994Then was purchased by a third collector in 1995Offered for purchase on eBay in late October of 2007
 1988 PRS Signature Series CustomFigured cedar topMaple fretboard
 Ed reports that this is a very rare comboNotes:
 Ed gave this one away because it was also dead wood“Brittle and lifeless” - Ed
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----------Amps----------Peavey Mace 320T Combo (2x)
 160 Watt outputUsed 6L6-type tubes in the power sectionNotes
 Used in conjunction with the 4x12 cabinets (see below entry)Effects include reverb and tremoloNot used until the tribute tour
 Modifications:Rewired to fit specs closer to a MarshallExterior recovered with tweed4”porthole in back of cabs (to improve tone)JBL E-120 Speakers installed (2x each)
 Peavey 4x12 Straight Speaker Cabinet (2x)Exterior recovered w/ tweedJBL E-120 Speakers installed (4x each)
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 ----------Strings----------Dean Markley
 Unknown gaugeUsed during the Tribute Tour
 ----------Pianos----------Yamaha DX7 Electric Keyboard
 Used during Tribute Tour and early ‘90’s gigs for Tuesday’s Gone and FreebirdEd even used this to mimic the horn parts in What’s Your Name
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LYNYRD SKYNYRD 1991----------Guitars----------
 1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (1)1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (2)
 ----------Acoustic Guitars----------1927 00-18 Martin Acoustic1949 00-18 Martin AcousticGibson J-200
 ----------Amps----------Peavey Classic Series Amp Heads (2z)Peavey 4x12 Straight Speaker Cabinet (2x)
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 ----------Strings----------Dean Markley
 ----------Pianos----------Yamaha DX7 Electric Keyboard
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THE LAST REBEL----------Guitars----------
 1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (1)1988 PRS Custom (1)
 Whale Blue finishFlying bird inlays on neck24 frets2 volume control knobs
 Has the old-style “sweet switch” installed in place of the tone knobCustomized with:
 Jumbo Jim Dunlop fretsAdded when Ed first got it
 EMG Open-coil Pickups (neck, mid, and bridge)Single coils in the neck and middle positions, dual coil in bridge
 Push-Pull Coil TapNotes:
 Used for the last slide solo on “The Last Rebel”Later given to son David
 1988 PRS Custom (2)Tan finish with heavy flameOutfitted with Gibson Burst buckers (neck and bridge)Flying eagle inlays on neck2 volume control knobs
 Has the old-style “sweet switch” installed in place of the tone knob1988 PRS Custom (3)
 Red finish2 pickups3 control knobs - 1 for volume, 1 for tone, 1 is the pickup selectorFloating tremolo system
 1990’s Rickenbacker 12-stringSunburst finish w/ white pickguardNotes:
 Used during 1993 on “Tuesday’s Gone”
 ----------Acoustic Guitars----------1927 00-18 Martin Acoustic1949 00-18 Martin AcousticGibson J-200
 ----------Amps----------Peavey Classic Series Amp Heads (2z)Peavey 4x12 Straight Speaker Cabinet (2x)Soldano Amp
 Used on The Last Rebel SessionsRivera Amp
 Used on The Last Rebel Sessions
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 ----------Strings----------Dean Markley
 ----------Pianos----------Yamaha DX7 Electric Keyboard
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ENDANGERED SPECIES----------Guitars----------
 1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (1)1988 PRS Custom (1)1988 PRS Custom (2)
 ----------Acoustic Guitars----------1927 00-18 Martin Acoustic1949 00-18 Martin Acoustic1965 00-18 Martin Acoustic
 Ed took this one out on the road for the acoustic part of their live setsGibson J-200
 ----------Mandolins----------1979 Monteleone Mandolin
 Sunburst finish w/ black pick guardHandmade#69 of the seriesTo get one made today would cost about $25,000
 ----------Amps----------Peavey Classic Series Amp Heads (2z)Peavey 4x12 Straight Speaker Cabinet (2x)
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 ----------Strings----------Dean Markley
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SOUTHERN KNIGHTS----------Guitars----------
 1985 Pensa-Suhr Custom (1)1988 PRS Custom (1)1988 PRS Custom (2)1988 PRS Custom (3)
 ----------Amps----------Peavey Classic Series Amp Heads (2z)Peavey 4x12 Straight Speaker Cabinet (2x)
 ----------Effects----------Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 ----------Strings----------Dean Markley
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HIATUS (1996-2006)----------Guitars----------
 1953 Gibson Les PaulClassic Gold Top modelP-90 pickupsCream pick guardTrapezoidal InlaysSmall-sized frets
 1955 Gibson Les PaulClassic Gold Top modelP-90 pickupsCream pick guardTrapezoidal Inlays
 1956 Fender StratocasterOnly flaw on this one is that Ed wants larger frets on the neck
 1957 Fender StratocasterNatural finish with white pick guardMaple neckGold hardware
 1958 Fender Stratocaster1994 Gibson Les PaulOl’ Red
 Flamey Red finish (custom-stained in ‘94) w/ Tortoise shell pickguard1994 ash Fender Stratocaster bodyMaple neck off of a 1953 Telecaster with jumbo frets
 Neck has a U-shaped profileSeymour Duncan pickupsTone knobs have been rewired
 The bottom knob is a blend control (blends the neck & bridge pickups) and the middle knob affects ALL the pickups.  When it's turned counter-clockwise, it has the same affect has a wah-wah pedal (pedal up).  In other words, it's a WIDE sweep and changes the tone in drastic increments.
 Notes:Neck is well-built, no problems with intonation, stays in tune.Named for Morgan Freeman’s character in the Shawshank Redemption
 BlondieBlonde finish w/ White pickguard1996 Fender Stratocaster body and parts1959 Maple Fender Esquire NeckNotes
 Another of Ed’s road guitars todayJapanese-made 1962 Stratocaster Reissue
 Ed has four (finishes are Olympic white, sonic blue, fiesta red, and ocean turquoise)USA Texas Special pickupsRosewood neck
 1953 Fender Custom Shop StratocasterSeafoam green finish w/ white pickguardAll maple neckNickel hardwareGold string saddlesNotes:
 Was part of a limited run of guitarsEd had tried to get a replica made of the neck (for a spare) and Fender refused
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----------Basses----------1965 Fender Jazz BassJerry Jones 6-string BassPedulla Bass
 4 stringsGreen finish
 Pedulla BassGold finishfretless versionfive strings
 ----------Amps----------Fender Deville 212
 2x12 cabinetFender Deville 414
 Used today4x10 Cabinet
 Carr Mercury28 WattsEd uses this at home onlyPurchased at an official Carr dealer - Wilcutt Guitars
 Roland Micro CubeIncludes an A-440 tuner
 5” speaker----------Effects----------
 Boss Overdrive PedalUsed in conjunction with the Carr Mercury amp
 Jim Dunlop Metal SlideGlass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 ----------Strings----------D’Addario
 .0095, .012, .016, .024, .034, .044Custom gauge
 John PearceStraight .010 set
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ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAME CEREMONY
 ----------Guitars----------Ol’ Red
 ----------Amps----------Fender Deville 414
 ----------Effects----------Glass bottleneck
 ----------Picks----------Sea shell picks
 2007----------Guitars----------
 VOS 1958 Gibson Les Paul Reissue (#1)Flamey Sunburst finish w/ Cream pick guardBody specs:
 Chambered mahogany bodyMaple top
 Gibson hum buckers (neck and bridge)4 control knobs - 2 for volume, 2 for toneNotes:
 Ed purchased this in August of 2007VOS 1958 Gibson Les Paul Reissue (#2)
 Same specs as #1Notes:
 Ed got this one in September 2007, sight unseenEd says the neck on this one is “ridiculously easy to play”Refinished to Cherry in 2011
 ----------Effects----------Sea shell picks
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2009----------Guitars----------
 1959 Fender JazzmasterSunburst finish w/ Metallic Gold pick guardWhite Soap-bar P-90 pickups (neck and bridge)2 control knobs - 1 for volume, 1 for toneNotes:
 Ed keeps this in his “Living Room Setup”1958 Fender Stratocaster
 Looks to be completely stockNotes:
 Ed keeps this in his “Living Room Setup”Ed King “Ol’ Red Custom”
 60’s-Style Swamp ash bodyTranslucent Red nitrocellulose finishOriginal Fender Tortoise shell pick guardOne piece Maple neck w/ Walnut “skunk stripe”
 Vintage 50’s C-shape neck profileBone nut7.25” radius fretboard25.5” Scale lengthNitrocellulose finished neck6230 Dunlop fretwire
 Cut to lower profileKluson tuners
 Van Zandt hand-wound pickups3 tone knobs - 1 Volume, 1 Tone, 1 Blend control
 Blend control allows for blending of neck and bridge pickups.5-way pickup selector switchFender Vintage style six-screw bridge and tremoloVintage cloth wiring/250K potentiometers
 ----------Basses----------1958 Fender Precision Bass
 Looks to be completely stockNotes:
 Ed keeps this in his “Living Room Setup”----------Picks----------
 Sea shell picks
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2011----------Guitars----------
 1958 Gretsch 6120Orange finish w/ gold pickguard2 pickupsNickel hardwareBigsby Tremolo
 1962 Gibson ES-345Red finishStereo output
 1965 Gibson SG1949 Gibson L-7C1954 Fender Stratocaster
 Serial #: 0641Mint condition
 2001 Gibson Les Paul 1958 ReissueSerial # 811240Lemon burst finishNotes:
 Ed played this guitar at a Guitar show a while back in Dallas, and absolutely fell in love with the guitar. But, by the time he went to go get it, it was gone. If you know where Ed might be able to get his hands on this guitar, please contact him on his Message Board.
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“I wrote the one great lick, and it was God’s gift to me.”
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