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 Craftsmanship
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First Conceptual

Page 3
                        

Conceptual artDefinition: Art that is intended to convey an idea or a concept to the perceiver. Conceptual art rejects the creation or appreciation of a traditional art object such as a painting or a sculpture as a precious commodity. Conceptual Art emerged as an art movement in the 1960s and dealt with issues resulting in an art object being replaced by an analysis of it. Also the idea that artistic production should serve artistic knowledge and that the art object is not an end in itself were important concepts of this movement. Conceptual artists began to question the very site of the artist’s activity. As the parameters of art expanded and the field of experimentation became more diverse these artists were conceiving works that existed principally as ideas, using language, text, and photography to document their ideaart. “Conceptual” art reclaimed the artist’s role in the process of creation. It questioned the validity of the art object, its commodity status, and its form of distribution.
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CraftDefinition: A focus on technical skill and manual dexterity. The manual activities performed by artisans or craftsmen, as distinguished from those practiced by artists in the making of fine art. There have been tensions in Western art practice resulting from differentiations between the art and craft, especially since the onslaught of mechanization in the nineteenth century industrial era.
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Lever,1966Andre, Carl137 firebricks11.4 x 22.5 x 883.9 cm installed; brick: 11.4 x 22.5 x 6.4 cm each
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Theme:As a result of his work on the railroad, Andre abandoned carving and began constructing works out of found materials, consciously exposing their natural character. Since the materials he used were neither unique nor precious, they assumed their identity as art only when presented as such by the artist.
 Andre redefined sculpture as an art of space rather than mass. His most obvious contribution to contemporary sculpture has been his focus on horizontality, in contrast to the traditional interest that sculptors have had in creating vertical, upright structures.
 In 1978 he said, ?My arrangements, I've found, are essentially the simplest I can arrive at, given a material and a place...The one thing I learned in my work is that to make the work I wanted, you couldn't impose properties on the materials. You have to reveal the properties of the material."
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untitled (in honour of Leo at the 30th anniversary of his gallery),1987Flavin, Danred, pink, yellow, blue, and green fluorescent light122 x 122 x 20 cm approx.
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Theme:By 1963 Flavin’s work consisted of simple, unadorned, commercially produced fluorescent tubes. He preferred fluorescent light because it softened and suppressed shadows in an even radiance, thereby producing a different perception of spatial volume. In his light installations, which rely totally on the interior architectural spaces of the gallery, the relationship of object and environment becomes crucial. Flavin summarized his experiments with fluorescent light:
 In time, I came to these conclusions about what I had found with fluorescent light, and about what might be accomplished plastically: now the entire interior spatial container and its components - wall, floor, ceiling - could support a strip of light but would not restrict its act of light except to enfold it... Realizing this, I knew that the actual space of a room could be disrupted and played with by careful, thorough composition of the illuminating equipment.
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Untitled,1966, reconstructed 1975Judd, Donaldgalvanized iron23 x 101.6 x 78.7 cm each element - installed vertically on wall with 23 cm intervals
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Theme:Donald Judd created simple box-like three-dimensional works that he called specific objects. These objects consist of several clearly defined parts that are arranged symmetrically. Judd was interested in the relationship between the whole object and the parts that make up the object. To avoid any ambiguity and not detract from their unitary quality, Judd employed clearly defined forms. He carefully chose materials for their reflective or transparent surfaces or for their dense textures. He chose colours for their visual clarity in defining angles and contours. In his work the coloured planes, volumes, and spaces interact in a clear and unified way. In 1983 Judd said: "Proportion is very important for us, both in our thinking and living, and visually translated, it is unity and harmony... and often peace and quiet." The objects do not refer to anything other than themselves. In the words of Roberta Smith: "Judd continues to make it clear that art is and always has been an object, and what makes objects art is not the way they mirror the world and mimic men, but the way they separate from the world and involve, through visual perception, access to the artist’s ideas and decisions."
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Davidson Gate,1970Serra, Richardhot-rolled steel243.8 x 245.4 cm each

Page 12
                        

Theme:In the mid 60s, Serra became a leading innovator in working with soft sculptural materials. He was attracted by the malleability of certain materials and their capacity to reflect the process of making. I’m interested in revealing the structure and content and character of a space and a place by defining a physical structure through the elements that I use."
 Gravity became a central issue in Serra’s work during the winter of 1969-70. He was experimenting with molten lead, which he splashed against a small steel plate that was wedged in a corner of his studio. He realized that if the angle of the floor and walls alone would hold up this small plate, it would also support a large steel plate. Thus began what is known as the Prop series, in which he explored the tensions that arise out of the combination of massive weight, gravity, and balance - huge plates of lead or rolled steel leaning against each other, supported only by their weight, without recourse to such devices as clips, gluing, or welding. The weight and density of the work, in con-junction with gravity, held the structures together. The steel plate series included the additional element of space as a dimension that could be altered or redefined.
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Now Craftsmanship
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John Monteleone with his 'Four Seasons' guitars.

Page 16
                        

Mr. Monteleone says he can tell how a piece of wood will sound long before he picks up the first chisel. Holding his arms as if cradling a lyre against his body, he demonstrates how he taps the wood, listening for clues. "Is the sound high or low, is it bell-like, is it pure? Does it have overtones? How long does the sound hang in the air? If you rub it, can you hear the crispness of the treble? If you have a real lively piece, you can tell."
 There is an element of terroir in Mr. Monteleone's craft, too. He is part of an unbroken line of luthiers that goes back all the way to Stradivari, one of whose guitars is here on display. Students of the northern Italian masters of violin-making took the art south to Naples, where they applied it to the indigenous guitar and mandolin. From there, it made its way to America, where a craze for mandolin ensembles in the late 1800s fueled an influx of Neapolitan luthiers. And New York proved a fertile soil for the extraordinary flowering of guitar-making exemplified by the three "Guitar Heroes" of the Met's 93-object exhibition: John D'Angelico, James D'Aquisto and Mr. Monteleone himself.
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Juan Quezada is a self taught artist working in Mata Ortiz, a small village in northern Mexico. In the third grade, Juan began working to help his family. He loved the outdoors so he chose the job collecting firewood. His trips took him far into the Sierra Madre where he entered an archeological wonderland full of artifacts from the Paquime culture that had inhabited the region until the 1400s AD. Juan was fascinated with his pottery finds and decided that if the indians made pottery then everything must be present in nature to do so. It was here high in the mountains that Juan's genius came to life. Nature became his labroratory and fine pottery his aim. Juan tested many materials always returning to the pot shards for answers. The true miracle of Juans story is that one man working without instruction in a discipline known for its challenges, and using only artifacts to guide him was able to single handedly reinvent a lost technology.
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