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“Civilization’s Inferno”: The rise and reform of Industrial Cities
 Chapter 19 – Mr. Muller
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Aim: What characterizes America during the Gilded Age?
 Do Now: “I don't care who does the electing, so long as I get to do the nominating.”
 -William “The Boss” Tweed
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19th century progress
 Ford’s First Car• Henry Ford brings the car to America and
 makes them much more affordable.
 • How does he make them more affordable?• The Assembly Line.
 • Interchangeable parts.

Page 7
                        

Wright Brothers Fly
 • They flew a gasoline powered flying machine in North Carolina.
 • The longest flight was only 59 seconds.
 • What did it create though?• An entire new industry, the
 aircraft industry.
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The Rise of Mass Culture
 • What is mass culture?
 • The production of works of art and entertainment design to appeal to large audiences.
 • What are some examples of
 mass culture today?
 • Hip Hop
 • Apple technology
 • Computers
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• What makes mass culture possible during this time period (think about time)?
 • Spread of public education increased literacy.
 • Mass market for books, newspapers, and magazines.
 • Working people had time for leisure (laws limited working day to ten hours & most people worked 5 ½ days a week).
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Music Halls and Vaudeville
 • What did people do with this extra time?
 • Trip to local music hall.
 • Singers, dancers, comedians, jugglers, magicians, acrobats.
 • In the US, these shows were called Vaudeville.
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People went to the movies
 • First movies were in black and white.
 • Only lasted a minute.
 • No plot.
 • Edison’s first film was a man sneezing.
 • Were these “movies” a hit?• Yes. They were a sensation because of
 how new and unique it was.
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Another Movie• Sometimes the early shorts used
 reverse photography to produce effects like this. But it's also clear that in the first years of the movies, projectionists felt free to do what they liked--they played films backwards, or sped them up, or slowed them down for comic effect
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• One Last Trick Film…. I promise!
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Development of movies
 • Within the next few years, movies quickly became big business.
 • By 1910, 5 million Americans attended 10,000 theaters each day to watch silent movies. Europe experienced the same growth.
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Sports
 • With new time, people also began playing sports and outdoor activities.
 • The international Olympic games began in 1896 reviving the ancient Greek tradition. First Olympics took place in Athens.
 • Baseball and Football became popular in the U.S.
 • Soccer and Cricket became popular in Europe and in the British colonies.
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•Exaggerated story telling, designed to sway public opinion
 •William Hearst with the New York Journal and Joseph Pulitzer with
 the New York World, made up exaggerated accounts of brutality to
 the Cubans by the Spanish General Valeriano Weyler.
 •Stories like poisoned wells
 And children being thrown
 into shark infested waters
 Yellow Journalism
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“…That was a woman filling her pail by the hydrant you just bumped against. The sinks are in the hallway, that all the tenants may have access--and all be poisoned alike by their summer stenches. Hear the pump squeak! It is the lullaby of tenement-house babes. In summer, when a thousand thirsty throats pant for a cooling drink in this block, it is worked in vain… Listen! That short hacking cough, that tiny, helpless wail--what do they mean? They mean that the soiled bow of white you saw on the door downstairs will have another story to tell--Oh! a sadly familiar story--before the day is at an end. The child is dying with measles. With half a chance it might have lived; but it had none. That dark bedroom killed it.”
 -excerpt from How the Other Half Lives by Jacob Riis (1890)
 1. The scene described by Jacob Riis was likely being observed
 in
 A the Northeast
 B the Midwest
 C the South
 D the West
 2. Statistically, the woman filling her
 pail would most likely be an
 immigrant from
 A England
 B Ireland
 C Germany
 D Italy
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