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What were the key features of Public Health at the start of the Industrial Revolution?
 Why had it regressed?
 Who was responsible for Public Heath?
 How was Public Health organised?
 Cholera
 Tuberculosis
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Why was it so disgusting?• The Industrial Revolution TRANSFORMED Britain,
 but there were problems.• Workers were badly paid and could not afford
 decent housing• People lived in crowded buildings in tiny streets
 packed together.• Buildings were cheap and poor quality rats and
 draughts could easily get in and out.• Builders weren’t really bothered about fresh
 water supplies and sewage systems• Waste was still thrown in streams and lots of
 water supplies were polluted.
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Who are these people and what did they do?
 Edwin Chadwick John Snow Octavia Hill
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Can you identify and explain these key words and dates?
 • Cholera First Public Health Act• Epidemic Broad Street 1842 • 1848 Dirty Party • Sanitary Reform Clean Party• Laissez-Faire Poverty • Second Public Health Act 1875
 • You have 4 minutes in your pairs to work out as many of these as possible
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What was the 1st Public Health Act – 1848?
 • In 1848 cholera struck again and MPs voted for the 1st Public Health Act.• Central Board of Health in London to sit
 for 5 years• Local Boards of Health could be set up in
 towns if 10% of ratepayers agreed. Boards could improve water supply and
 sewage disposal• Act was not compulsory. It was not fully
 applied across the whole country.
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Was the First Public Health Act successful?
 • The 1848 Act had limited success.• 1) Only 182 towns set up local health
 boards• 2) Sewage disposal and water supplies
 were improved in some of these areas, but the rest of Britain was left unchanged.
 • 3) Water companies, landlords and builders hated it and would not support it.
 • 4) Others still believed it was wrong for the Government to interfere.
 • 5)The Times said ‘We would rather take our chance with cholera than be bullied into health’ – even the Press didn’t support it.
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Why did the Government finally change their attitude to
 responsibility for Public Health?
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What factors by 1860s meant the Government had to act?
 • 1) More deadly and horrific cholera outbreaks in 1854 and 1866 frightened the Government
 • 2) In 1854 Dr John Snow showed that cholera was spread by contaminated water.
 • 3) In 1864 Louis Pasteur demonstrated the germ theory of disease. The need for cleanliness was now scientifically proven
 • 4) By 1870s evidence showed that poor living conditions and disease were connected.
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What did the Government do?• Lots of bits and pieces!
 • 1869 Government set up Royal Sanitary Commission – found clean water was still patchy and said that all laws should be ‘uniform, universal and imperative.’
 • 1871 – Government responded by forming Local Government Board to oversee public health
 • 1872 Public Health Act divided country into ‘sanitary areas’ each with a medical officer of health in charge.
 • 1875 – Artisans’ Dwellings Act – Councils were given power to buy up slum areas of housing and knock them down to build newer more hygienic ones.
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What was the 2nd Public Health Act?
 • Brought together all previous laws under one act
 • Councils HAD to provide street lighting, clean water, drainage and sewage disposal
 • Councils HAD to employ medical inspectors.
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What did these people say about living conditions at the beginning of the 20th
 Century?
 Charles Booth Seebohm Rowntree David Lloyd-George
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What were living conditions like in 1899?
 • Rowntree (a person not a fruit pastille) conducted an inquiry in York, he found that:
 • 1) Poverty was caused by sickness, old age, low wages and unemployment, NOT laziness and drunkenness.
 • 2) Old people had to live in workhouses• 3) Unskilled workers could not afford to
 insure themselves against unemployment and illness so if anything happened to prevent them working, they had nothing.
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Why did Public Health start to change?
 • 1) 1902 – people were shocked that 40% of those who bravely volunteered to fight in the Boer War were too ill due to malnutrition and related diseases caused by poor diet.
 • 2) It was clear that ill-health was linked to poverty and government action was needed to raise standards
 • 3)The Liberal Government was worried that if they didn’t do something to help the poor then people would vote for the newly created Labour Government.
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What were the Liberal Social Reforms?
 1906 – Provided free school meals1907 – School medical inspections checked
 children of school age.1909 – Old Age Pension Act – People over 70
 were given money if their pension was low1909 – Labour Exchanges set up to help
 unemployed find work.1911 – National Insurance Acta) Sick pay up to 26 weeks, free medical
 treatmentb) Out of work people could claim
 unemployment pay for up to 15 weeks.
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What were the key features of the inter-war years?

Page 16
                        

What were living conditions like for ordinary people between 1919 and 1939?
 Why were the Liberal Social Reforms rejected?

Page 17
                        

What does this Source suggest about the impact of WW2 on social reform?How did WW2 lead to change?

Page 18
                        

What does this Source suggestabout reactionsto the Beveridge Report?
 What was the Beveridge Report?

Page 19
                        

July 1945 – The NHSAneurin Bevan
 • Family Allowances and National Insurance for everyone.
 • NHS = Free Medical Care for everyone
 • Hospitals controlled by the Government
 • Free ambulances, vaccination, maternity care.
 • Doctors, Opticians and Dentists provided a free service.
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How did people react to Bevan’s ideas?
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What problems does the NHS face?
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