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Chapter 11
 Modifiers: Adjectives and Adverbs

Page 2
                        

Level 1Basic Functions of Adjectives and Adverbs Adjectives- describe or limit nouns and
 pronouns Answer questions: What kind? How many?
 Or Which one? Adverbs- usually describe or limit verbs,
 adjectives, and other adverbs. Modify pronouns, numerals, phrases, and
 sentences Many adverbs have -ly at the end of them Some common adverbs without -ly: here,
 there, tomorrow, today, always, later (rest on page 227)
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Often answer questions: When? How? Where? Or To what extent?
 Deciding Whether to Use Adjectives or Adverbs
 Use adjectives to modify nouns and pronouns. Adjectives usually follow linking verbs.
 The actors gave incredible performances Use adverbs to modify verbs, adjectives
 and adverbs. The engine runs smoothly. Some adverbs have two acceptable
 forms: slow, slowly; quick, quickly; etc. Drive slowly. OR Drive slow.
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Comparative and Superlative FormsComparative degree- compares two persons
 or thingsSuperlative degree- compares three or more
 persons or things Regular Adjectives and Adverbs
 Form their comparative and superlative degree in similar ways.
 Regular Adjectives Comparative- most one syllable and
 some two syllable adjectives are formed by adding -r or -er.
 Superlative- formed by the addition of -st or -est
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Adjectives that are awkward or can be difficult pronoun add “more” and “most” or “less” and “least”
 Table on page 229 Sales are unusually high. (positive) Sales are higher than ever before.
 (Comparative) Sales are the highest in years.
 (Superlative) Regular Adverbs
 Same rules as adjectives Table on lower part of page 229 He drives carefully. (Positive) He drives more (or less) carefully now.
 (Comparative) He drives most (or least) carefully at
 night. (Superlative)
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REMEMBER: Only use one comparative form, do not make a double comparative (more slower).
 Irregular Adjectives and Adverbs Some adverbs and adjectives have
 irregular comparative and superlative forms.
 Table of page 230.
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Exercise Level 1
 1. This is the (a) worse, (b) worst economy has been since the Great depression.
 2. The company's profits are (a) worse, (b) worst this quarter than last quarter.
 3. Try to write (a) legible, (b) legibly on theapplication form.
 4. Matthew felt (a) bad, (b) badly that he missed the meeting.
 5. I can't think of a (a) better, (b) more better plan.
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Exercise Level 1: Answered1. This is the (a) worse, (b) worst economy has
 been since the Great depression. Comparing over several years
 2. The company's profits are (a) worse, (b) worst this quarter than last quarter. Comparing two years.
 3. Try to write (a) legible, (b) legibly on theapplication form. Modifying the verb
 4. Matthew felt (a) bad, (b) badly that he missed the meeting. Modifying the noun
 5. I can't think of a (a) better, (b) more better plan.
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Level 2: Modifiers That Deserve Special Attention
 Articles (a, an, and the) Definite article the is used to describe a
 specific person or thing. Plural or singular
 Indefinite article a or an describes general persons or things
 Table of use on page 230, and top of 231
 Demonstrative Adjectives Indicate whether a noun is plural or singular.
 Also if it is nearby or farther away.
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These, that, those, this This (sing.) and these (plural)- indicate
 something nearby That (sing.) and those (plural)- indicate
 something at a distance. Possessive Adjectives
 Some possessive pronouns serve as possessive adjectives when they describe nouns.
 My, our, your, his, her, its, their The clue: It is functioning as an adjective
 when it comes before the noun it is describing.
 My job has become demanding lately.
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Compound Adjectives Writers can make their own adjectives
 by joining two or more words. If these words are before the noun and
 are acting is a modifier, they are temporarily hyphenated.
 If these same words are after the noun, they are generally not hyphenated.
 Table on page 231 If the compound adjectives are in the
 dictionary with hyphens are considered permanently hyphenated. This is even if they are before or after the nouns they are modifying.
 Make sure to check dictionary entry for the right way to write the compound adjective.
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As compound adjectives become more familiar, they are often simplified and the hyphen is dropped.
 High school student, charge account balance
 Independent Adjectives Occur when two or more adjectives
 appear before a noun independently modify the noun
 Must separate independent adjectives with comma, unless when the first adjective modifies the combined idea of the second adjective and the noun.
 Examples on page 232

Page 13
                        

Double Negatives Do not pair a negative adverb in the
 same sentence with a negative verb. Calling her won't do no good. (Incorrect) Calling her will do no good. (Correct) Calling her won't do any good. (Correct)
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Exercise: Level 21. Upgrading our computer equipment will be
 (a) a, (b) an large undertaking.2. Our (a) five-year-old, (b) five year old
 contract must be renegotiated.3. Susan said she couldn't see (a) no, (b) any
 other way to install the program.4. It is wise to keep your resume (a) up-to-
 date, (b) up to date at all times.5. In the sentence Your raise has been
 approved, the word Your is a (a) possessive adjective, (b) possessive pronoun.
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Exercise: Level 2 Answered1. Upgrading our computer equipment will be
 (a) a, (b) an large undertaking.2. Our (a) five-year-old, (b) five year old
 contract must be renegotiated.3. Susan said she couldn't see (a) no, (b) any
 other way to install the program.4. It is wise to keep your resume (a) up-to-
 date, (b) up to date at all times.5. In the sentence Your raise has been
 approved, the word Your is a (a) possessive adjective, (b) possessive pronoun.
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Level 3: Adjective and Adverb Challenges
 Commonly Confused Adjectives and Adverbs List on the bottom of page 233Comparisons Within a Group When the word than is used to compare a
 person, place, or thing with other members of a group to which it belongs, be certain to include the words other or else in the comparison. Separates what is being compared from the group.
 Alaska is larger than any other state in the United States
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Placing Adverbs and Adjectives The position of an adverb or adjective can
 seriously affect the meaning of a sentence. Only Cathi MacPherson can change the
 password. Cathi MacPherson can only change the
 password. Cathi MacPherson can change only the
 password. Adverbs and adjective should be placed
 close to the words they modify. Special attention to: only, merely, first,
 last
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Exercise: Level 3
 Compose sentences using the following words:
 1. Farther2. Further3. Latter4. Fewer5. Less

Page 19
                        

Exercise: Level 3 Examples Compose sentences using the following
 words.1. How much farther is the gas station?2. She is returning to school to further her
 education?3. In comparing paperbound books, I prefer the
 latter.4. Fewer accidents were reported for this
 holiday then in previous years.5. Less preparation is needed for entry-level
 jobs.
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