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Art as a Way of Learning®
 #2 CHILDREN USE ART
 The arts are a natural language which must be nurtured and developed so children remain creative and literate in multiple symbol systems.
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 CURRENT RESEARCHBRAIN – ARTS – LEARNING
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Brain is a parallel processor.
 Involve critical and creative thinking
 Internal & external processes
 Visual and Verbal Physical and social
 The ARTS are symbol systems
 The ARTS engage a critical and creative thinking process • Attention• Intention• Communication
 Mind Making and Meaning Making
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Learning engages the entire physiology.
 Movement optimizes the brain for learning
 Experiences enter through our senses, visual, auditory, tactile, kinesthetic, gustatory, olfactory
 Learning is found throughout our body in Body Maps
 The ARTS are multi-sensory • As a viewer• As an creator
 The ARTS engage the whole child• Competence expanded• Self-regulation enhanced
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 The search for meaning is innate
 Occurs through patterning
 Aesthetic operations part of our humanness • Repetition• Formalization• Dynamic Variation• Exaggeration• Surprise!
 The Arts define who we are• Belonging• Identity• Competence• Meaning, Purpose• Artifying
 The Arts create habits of mind or Studio Thinking
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Emotions are critical to learning We learn what we feel Emotions create
 feeling/thoughts Gatekeepers to the
 intellect The Arts arouse emotions and metaphor
 The Arts utilize feeling/thoughts throughout the art making process
 No learning without joy!
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Learning is enhanced by challenge and feedback
 Active use of Imagination
 Mirror Neurons develop our social cognition
 Zone of proximal development
 The ARTS afford continuous opportunities for problem finding and problem solving
 Attention, imitation & repetition activate and enhance mirror neurons and social decision making
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Artistic GrowthTo value the universality and uniqueness in children’s art we
 need to view their work from four separate perspectives or frames Developmental Frame Learning Frame Individual Style Frame Personal Meaning Making Frame
 Each frame suggests different assessment methods and encompasses specific needs and an artful dialogue to nurture growth
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Artistic Development From the Universal to the Unique
 Growth Pattern for Children’s Artistic Development
 First Draft Knowledge
 0-8
 Literal Period
 8-12
 Adolescent Art 12-14
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Scribbling 2-4 years Random/Uncontrolled: Large muscle, kinesthetic pleasure, Uses whole hand, Looks away while drawing, draws off the page, ignores previous marks
 Controlled: Repeated motion, smaller marks, Circles, lines, loops and swirls are prefigural, Watches while drawing, Connection between motion and marks
 Naming: Purposeful placement, Empty space has meaning, Marks and actions may be named before, during or after
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Preschematic 4-7 years Drawing Characteristics - First attempts at graphic representation, Placement and size of objects are subjective,art is communication with self
 Space representation: Objects seem to float on page, paper may be turned, size not in proportion, space surrounds figure
 Human figure: Head-feet symbol grows out of scribble, flexible symbol, people smiling and look at viewer, distortions and omission
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Schematic 7-9 years Drawing characteristics: Develop form concept which is repeated again and again, Drawing shows concept, not percept, Bold, direct, flat representation, Reflects a child’s active view of the environment, Color is important
 Space representation: Establishment of a BASELINES, Planned choices, Drawings tell a story, Two dimensional organization of objects, x-ray drawings, fusion of time and space
 Human figure: Repeated schema for person, Body made up of geometric shapes, volume, correct placement, details emerge, Proportion depends on emotional value, Exaggeration, omission, schema change = experience effect
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Artistic Learning Frame
 “I use to draw like Raphael, but it has taken me a whole lifetime to draw like a
 child.” Pablo Picasso
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Artistic Learning • Belief that children can learn and develop artistic
 knowledge, skills and reasoning leading to enhanced visual literacy
 • Guided art explorations provide interaction with the physical and social aspects of artistic thinking and creating
 • Utilize Visual Art Standards as a guide for curriculum organization and explorations
 • Adults provide models, scaffold learning and jointly pose and solve artistic problems
 • Opportunities are needed to work in depth with media, images and ideas over time within the learning cycle
 • Utilize a variety of works of art a models, connections, information and inspiration!
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Artistic Learning
 • What can young children learn about the visual arts?
 • What do the visual arts include?• How do you guide learning in and through the
 visual arts? • What are ways to value and document artistic
 learning?
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Learning Cycle
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Individual Style & Culture Frame
 “We have no art, we do everything the best that we
 can.”
 Balinese saying
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Individual Style & Culture Frame
 • Art exploration provide a window into how a child perceives, learns, works and makes sense of the world
 • Art involves coordination of body and mind, heart and hand, self and culture
 • Observation of movement and language while planning and working indicate learning style, intelligences, and sensory strength
 • Support individual interpretation of an art problem including the unique way in which materials, ideas, images are used
 • Encourage physical exploration of materials and ideas
 • Engage in dialogue about perceptual aspects of their culture and environment along with works of art
 • Expect and enjoy differences!
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Personal Meaning Making Frame
 “Do not train youth to learn by force or harshness, but direct them to it by what
 amuses their minds so that you may be better able to discover with accuracy the peculiar bent
 of the genius of each.”Plato
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 NEW BLOOMSTAXONOMY
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Art as a Way of Learning®
 Personal Meaning Making Understanding and
 Imagination • Child makes visual language work for herself, to
 construct and make meaning, to solve a problem, or share imaginative ideas
 • Demonstrates creative thinking and problem posing/solving
 • Spark! Ideas for exploration by connecting visual/verbal languages, challenge aesthetic judgments and imaginative ideas
 • Encourage intersubjectivity - the coming together of teacher and child knowing
 • Take time for reflection, self-discovery, and re-representation
 • Discover what and how children “know” - Share with parents!
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