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HistoryHistory
 Shelters in Nigeria have had a close Shelters in Nigeria have had a close history with faith based organizations history with faith based organizations from the beginning. from the beginning.
 Factors that influenced emergence of Factors that influenced emergence of shelters include:shelters include:
 1.Increasing nature of nuclear families1.Increasing nature of nuclear families2. Modernization and growth of urban 2. Modernization and growth of urban
 citiescities3.Economic and social challenges3.Economic and social challenges
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History-contdHistory-contd
 4.Increasing 4.Increasing numbers of numbers of HIV/AIDS widows HIV/AIDS widows and orphansand orphans
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5.Increasing levels of violence within the 5.Increasing levels of violence within the societysociety
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Benue State ExperienceBenue State Experience
 Between 2001-2003 a number of wars led Between 2001-2003 a number of wars led to displacement of a large number of to displacement of a large number of women and childrenwomen and children
 The Tiv and Jukun in Taraba State The Tiv and Jukun in Taraba State 2001,2002, 20032001,2002, 2003
 The Tiv and other ethnic groups in The Tiv and other ethnic groups in Nasarawa StateNasarawa State
 Aftermath of the wars indicated mass Aftermath of the wars indicated mass displacement, increased domestic violence displacement, increased domestic violence and increased poverty levelsand increased poverty levels
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ResponseResponse
 While sheltering has been available in While sheltering has been available in Benue state for orphaned children, the Benue state for orphaned children, the mass displacement caused faith-based mass displacement caused faith-based organizations to start temporary shelters organizations to start temporary shelters mostly in the homes of members.mostly in the homes of members.
 Benue State has been listed as a high Benue State has been listed as a high prevalence State in terms of HIV/AIDs. This prevalence State in terms of HIV/AIDs. This has also led to interventions to address has also led to interventions to address growing numbers of widows and orphans growing numbers of widows and orphans who face violence from communitieswho face violence from communities
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Faith-Based SheltersFaith-Based Shelters
 Government response to Government response to increasing levels of increasing levels of homelessness is limited homelessness is limited to provision of to provision of orphanages for childrenorphanages for children
 A number of faith-based A number of faith-based organizations offer organizations offer services to displaced services to displaced women and children women and children but not on an organized but not on an organized scale of designating scale of designating housing housing
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Faith-based shelters contdFaith-based shelters contd
 Temporary Temporary shelters are shelters are normally normally organized with organized with families but the families but the family is usually family is usually under pressure under pressure to find housingto find housing
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Faith based shelters-Faith based shelters-contdcontd
 House of Mercy House of Mercy International is at International is at present the only present the only organization that organization that
 has started a has started a shelter for women shelter for women
 experiencing experiencing violence, widows violence, widows and their children and their children and sex workers and sex workers
 who want a change who want a change of life-styleof life-style
 Founder- HOMI Dr (Mrs)Vero Aluma
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HOMI and the Sheltering HOMI and the Sheltering ExperienceExperience
 HOMI Rehab Centre HOMI Rehab Centre emerged from the emerged from the need to address both need to address both the physical and the physical and spiritual needs of spiritual needs of displaced women and displaced women and children within Benue children within Benue StateState
 The sheltering The sheltering experience has drawn experience has drawn occupants from occupants from provinces within Benue provinces within Benue in addition to those in addition to those within the metropolis within the metropolis
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Providing HousingProviding Housing
 Centre is located in Centre is located in Makurdi Metropolis Makurdi Metropolis high density areahigh density area
 Housing is bungalow Housing is bungalow style with boys style with boys quarters also quarters also converted to rooms converted to rooms for shelteringfor sheltering
 The seclusion and The seclusion and security is provided security is provided by fencing of by fencing of buildingbuilding
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Who are the Women?Who are the Women? Because of space Because of space
 limitations and lack of limitations and lack of funding of shelter the funding of shelter the choice of who really choice of who really needs shelter becomes needs shelter becomes difficultdifficult
 Offer of shelter is on the Offer of shelter is on the basis of need and basis of need and demonstrated difficulty demonstrated difficulty in accessing housing.in accessing housing.
 Shelter is on temporary Shelter is on temporary basis ranging from three basis ranging from three to six months but in to six months but in many cases women many cases women have stayed for much have stayed for much longer periods longer periods
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Who are the Women-contdWho are the Women-contd
 Number of families in housing currently is about eight. Number of families in housing currently is about eight. Each of these women have children ranging from two Each of these women have children ranging from two to four. to four.
 The children are being funded in school by HOMIThe children are being funded in school by HOMI There are two single women including a disabled There are two single women including a disabled
 young woman facing violence from her familyyoung woman facing violence from her family

Page 15
                        

Agnes’s StoryAgnes’s Story
 A victim of A victim of HIV/AIDSHIV/AIDS
 Evicted by the Evicted by the community, her community, her house burnt downhouse burnt down
 HOMI takes care of HOMI takes care of medicationmedication
 Recently brought in Recently brought in three of her late three of her late sister’s kidssister’s kids
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Agnes’ story-contdAgnes’ story-contd
 Has a teenage Has a teenage daughter and three daughter and three other children other children
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Esther’s StoryEsther’s Story
 A widow with three A widow with three children. children.
 Disinherited after her Disinherited after her husband’s demisehusband’s demise
 Longest shelter Longest shelter occupantoccupant
 Employed in HOMI as Employed in HOMI as matron of shelter-matron of shelter-paid some salary paid some salary wagewage
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Shelter and the communityShelter and the community
 Greater demand for shelter shows Greater demand for shelter shows that the shelter is meeting needs and that the shelter is meeting needs and contributing to building lives contributing to building lives
 The reaching out is to marginalized The reaching out is to marginalized and discriminated against in society, and discriminated against in society, women facing violence, poor and women facing violence, poor and physically challengedphysically challenged
 Reconstructing these lives Reconstructing these lives contributes to development of contributes to development of societysociety
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Shelter DesignShelter Design
 Originally built as a family home the Originally built as a family home the conversion to a shelter required adding a conversion to a shelter required adding a few rooms and changing the use of some few rooms and changing the use of some rooms from the original intention.rooms from the original intention.
 Shelter is leased and remains temporary Shelter is leased and remains temporary with plans to build a shelter on land that is with plans to build a shelter on land that is still under negotiationstill under negotiation
 Intention is to plan and build a bigger Intention is to plan and build a bigger shelter including facilities that will make shelter including facilities that will make staying in the shelter more comfortable staying in the shelter more comfortable
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Design-contdDesign-contd
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Shelter Design -contdShelter Design -contd
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Shelter and the KitchenShelter and the Kitchen
 The Ministry (HOMI) provides the basic The Ministry (HOMI) provides the basic food needed for the shelter based on good food needed for the shelter based on good will offerings from members of the will offerings from members of the fellowship and othersfellowship and others
 Families do their cooking and their Families do their cooking and their interactions include sharing dishes, interactions include sharing dishes, exchanging anecdotes and encouraging exchanging anecdotes and encouraging each othereach other
 While there is an indoor kitchen, an While there is an indoor kitchen, an outside kitchen is also available to cater outside kitchen is also available to cater for firewood cookingfor firewood cooking
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The Children in the ShelterThe Children in the Shelter
 The women in the The women in the shelter normally arrive shelter normally arrive with their childrenwith their children
 Because of the indigent Because of the indigent nature of a number of nature of a number of those sheltered, HOMI those sheltered, HOMI usually enrolls children usually enrolls children in the Heritage in the Heritage Academy and pays fees Academy and pays fees including for children in including for children in higher institutionshigher institutions

Page 24
                        

Children in the ShelterChildren in the Shelter
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Activities in the ShelterActivities in the Shelter
 While activities in the shelter include While activities in the shelter include spiritual aspects such as attending spiritual aspects such as attending fellowship and prayer groups those in fellowship and prayer groups those in shelter are encouraged to gain skills that shelter are encouraged to gain skills that will give them financial independencewill give them financial independence
 Such activities include training in Such activities include training in hairdressing, tailoring and petty tradinghairdressing, tailoring and petty trading
 Recently adult literacy classes have been Recently adult literacy classes have been introduced to non-literate women in the introduced to non-literate women in the shelter shelter
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Shelter and SpiritualityShelter and Spirituality
 The overriding motive of shelter is to The overriding motive of shelter is to evangelizeevangelize
 Focus is on spiritual as well as Focus is on spiritual as well as emotional and physical healing and emotional and physical healing and empowerment of the women to lead empowerment of the women to lead meaningful livesmeaningful lives
 Conformity to a good moral standard Conformity to a good moral standard is required of those living in shelteris required of those living in shelter
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Best PracticesBest Practices
 Faith based shelters offer both spiritual Faith based shelters offer both spiritual and physical counselingand physical counseling
 A people friendly approach needs to be A people friendly approach needs to be adopted by workers in shelteradopted by workers in shelter
 Sustainable funding for shelter developed Sustainable funding for shelter developed alongside other sources of fundingalongside other sources of funding
 Shelter design should take into account Shelter design should take into account needs of those needing shelter since most needs of those needing shelter since most of these women come in with their of these women come in with their children children
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Best PracticesBest Practices
 A willingness and encouragement to A willingness and encouragement to those in shelter to share experiences those in shelter to share experiences and avenues created for sharingand avenues created for sharing
 Lack of criticism of past attitudes, a Lack of criticism of past attitudes, a non judgmental approach to those non judgmental approach to those coming for helpcoming for help
 A willingness to listenA willingness to listenAvailability to addressing shelter Availability to addressing shelter
 needsneedsA need to empower womenA need to empower women
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ThanksThanks
 I acknowledge the contributions of I acknowledge the contributions of Saaondo Iorngurum for photographsSaaondo Iorngurum for photographs
 HOMI staffHOMI staff
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