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Good times for all at the Annual Meeting and Honors Dinner in October. Images by Kathryn A. Brown.
 See page 6 for complete election results and profiles of this year’s Honor Award winners.
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 Ritter Architects Honored with Virginia Society’s T. David Fitz-Gibbon Virginia Architecture Firm Award
 AIA Northern Virginia News
 Chapter Elections and Honor Awards Featured at 35th Annual Meeting
 by Gregory K. Hunt, FAIA Founding Dean, Marywood University
 For over three decades, Ritter Architects has produced a truly outstanding body of work in the Washington Metropolitan Area. As with many small firms of similar size, their work has involved the design of buildings and interiors of diverse type, program and budget. However, this firm has always set itself apart by creating buildings that consistently exhibit strength of concept, a poetic use of materials, and a quality of detailing achieved by few firms pursuing the art of architecture.
 From residential and commercial work to churches, schools, and libraries, the firm’s design approach and creative pro-cess has repeatedly produced buildings and interiors of unique spatial drama, material richness and true memorability. Regardless of the budget or the site of the project at hand, Ritter Architects has repeatedly achieved a high level of archi-tectural poetics through the employment of the simplest of building materials and systems – typically the result of a perva-sive, thoughtfully-conceived architectural order and not a preconceived style or aesthetic. In this sense, each project is ap-proached afresh with a creative discipline that favors materiality and tectonics over formal indulgence and superficial imag-ery. Moreover, space and form is stead-fastly appropriate to building use,
 continues on page 5
 It is my sincere belief that Ritter Architects has well earned the T. David Fitz-Gibbon Architecture Firm Award for its sustained and significant contributions to the profes-sion of architecture, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the Virginia Society AIA.
 -Gregory K. Hunt, FAIA
 Green Acres School Activities Center, 2006
 photo by Robert C. Lautm
 an
 Thank you to all our Annual Meeting Sponsors.We greatly appreciate your continuing support.
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 AIA Northern Virginia News2
 Reflection and Projection
 “I was going to be an architect.”“I really am a frustrated architect at heart.”
 How often have you heard either of those phrases? If you’re like me, you’ve heard them pretty frequently; perhaps most frequently from clients. Does it ever make you wonder how you actually became an architect and why they didn’t? Sustainability is not only an important environmental concept, but a critical professional issue, as well. How do we capture the imagination of high school students enough for them to sustain the pursuit architecture, and support them enough to stay with it through licensure, finding a fulfilling life’s work in the process?
 If society is any mirror, then we start in a good position. The public ranks architects as one of the most highly rated groups for trust and professional appeal. Hollywood frequently casts their free-thinking, good looking, stylishly dressed protagonists as architects (why they must always carry a large portfolio and sketch on any surface are issues for another time), so we certainly enter this arena at an advan-tage. Yet, many students who actually graduate from an architecture program either never enter practice or leave the profession after a few years. While current economic conditions certainly are an im-portant factor, this is an issue that preceded the past three years. I was lucky enough to have gone to a high school in Montgomery County, MD. I was fortunate that my high school offered architec-ture and drafting classes, which I began taking in my freshman year. I was exposed to people who answered my questions patiently as I learned the basics of how buildings go together. I later had lions of DC architecture on my college juries, and their comments provided not only appraisal of my ideas, but insight into larger design is-sues. How many juries have you been on as a registered architect? Each time I talk with a student in a college jury I am struck by the thoughtfulness and earnestness of their questions, and most of the time an example that makes the issue both understandable and mem-orable can be provided with one story from a practicing architect.
 I interned for people who invested in my career growth; people who were open and honest about both their successes and failures. When was the last time that you sat down with an emerging professional and did that? I can’t help but wonder if we practicing profession-als are taking enough time to share the wealth of our experiences with today’s graduates to help them understand the difficulties, but also the enduring satisfaction of this complex profession. Are we meeting the mentoring needs of the next generations, and in so do-ing creating a succession plan for the profession? The responsibili-ties of a practicing architect are sometimes overwhelming, but the solution to many of our challenges may well lie in the bright ideas, abilities and enthusiasm of students and Emerging Professionals.
 Find ways to engage them, whether on a jury, as a guest critic, or in your office. Your experience is important. Your experience mat-ters. The future of architecture depends on it.
 by Carol Rickard-Brideau, AIA, LEED® APAIA Northern Virginia President
 mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
 http://www.aianova.org
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Friday, December 10This seminar primarily addresses accessibility in commercial buildings. The residential portion of this class is limited to the facilities that are not permanent residences. There are types of facilities that may have some overlap, such as dormitories, assisted living facilities and nursing homes. To learn about the full scoping and technical requirements for Groups I and R, we recommend also taking the 2009 ICC Accessibility and Usability for Residential Facilities seminar. Upon completion of this seminar, participants will be better able to:
 • Recognize which accessibility requirements are enforceable by the building official.• Determine the extent to which accessibility code provisions apply to the design and construc tion of any facility, as well as the alteration or change of occupancy of an existing building.• Identify the basis for the technical requirements set forth in the referenced standard.• Identify scoping and technical requirements for:
 • Exterior accessible routes (accessible routes criteria, accessible parking spaces, curb ramps and signage); • Accessible entry and means of egress (entrances, means of egress, areas of refuge); • Interior accessible routes (accessible route criteria, elevators, lifts, ramps and doors); • Dwelling and sleeping units (transient lodging and institutional units); • Assembly seating, self-service storage facilities and judicial facilities; and • Existing structure requirements in IBC Chapter 34 and the 2009 International Existing Building Code (IEBC®). The seminar is scheduled for December 10, 8:45a–4:00p, at Dewberry, 8401 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax 22031. Attendance offers 6 AIA/CES HSW learning units. The cost is $170 for members, $230 for non-members. Additional information may be found at: http://www.virginiaarchitecture.org/vsaia_education.html
 Architecture in the Schools is an award-winning K-12 curriculum-enrichment program that brings design professionals into the classroom. Student projects from the fall 2010 semester will be exhibited on January 7, 6:30-8:00p, at Virginia Tech’s Washington Alexandria Architec-ture Center, 1001 Prince Street, Alexandria. Refreshments will be served and all are welcome to attend to see the creative work done by local elementary, middle and high school students. AIS is also seeking volunteers for the spring semester for any of the following schools:
 Northern Virginia Schools• Arlington Traditional School, Arlington, 1st Grade• Bailey’s Elementary for the Arts & Sciences, Falls Church, 4th-5th Grade, Sustainability• Fort Hunt ES, Alexandria, 3rd Grade• Hoffman-Boston ES, Arlington, 2nd Grade, Social Studies• Louise Archer ES, Vienna, 4th Grade, History/Math• Mount Vernon Woods ES, Alexandria, 4th Grade, Social Studies
 DC Schools• Aidan Montessori School, NW, 4th-6th Grade, Ancient History and Native American• Burrville ES, NE, 3rd Grade, Math• Brightwood EC, NW, 1st Grade• Burroughs EC, NE, 5th Grade, Science, Technology, Engineering + Math• Cleveland ES, NW, 4th Grade• Johnson MS, SE, 7th Grade, Sustainability• Martin Luther King ES, SE, 6th Grade, Geometry• SWS@Peabody, NE, Kindergarten• MC Terrell, SE, 6th Grade• J.O. Wilson, NE, K-5, Art
 If you are interested in volunteering or need more information, please contact Beth Judy with the Washington Architectural Foundation at (202) 667-5444 or [email protected].
 Committee Chairs
 Jean O’Toole, AIAArchitecture in the Schools
 J. Paul Lewis, AIASy Samaha, AIAArchitecture Week
 Brian J. Donnelly, AIACommunications
 Derek J. Moore, AIACommunity Service / Canstruction
 Carter Jones, AIAContinuing Education
 Scott Matties, AIADesign Awards
 William T. Brown, AIACommittee on the Environment
 Al Cox, FAIAFellows
 William T. Brown, AIAKeith WhitenerGolf Tournament
 Stephen A. Smith, AIAHistoric Resources
 Al Cox, FAIAHonors
 Valerie Hassett, AIAStatewide Legislative Affairs
 Francie K. Fetzer, AIASean E. Reilly, AIASchools Connections
 Matthew G. Guenther, AIAJohn E. Linam, Jr., AIASmall Firms
 Robert E. Beach, AIA Washington Builders Ball
 Sonia Jarboe, Associate AIAWomen in Architecture
 Anna Barbour Nolan, AIAYoung Architects Forum
 AIA Northern Virginia News 3
 VSAIA Offers 2009 IBC Accessibility & Usability for Commercial Buildings
 AIS Organizing an Exhibit and Seeking Volunteers for 2011
 http://www.virginiaarchitecture.org/vsaia_education.html
 mailto:bjudy%40wafonline.org?subject=Architecture%20in%20the%20Schools
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AIA Northern Virginia News4
 With the theme, An Architecture of Diplomacy, architecture stu-dents from The Catholic University of America, Howard University, Virginia Tech Washington Alexandria Architecture Center and the University of Maryland gathered at the National Building Museum on September 19. The day-long charrette organized the students in mixed teams to devise collaborative design solutions while the public watched in the Great Hall.
 Over the past two decades this student competition has been orga-nized by the three Washington area chapters of the American Institute of Architects, the four metro area schools of architecture, the Wash-ington Architectural Foundation and the National Building Museum. The jury, led by Warren T. Byrd, FASLA, announced the winning teams at an awards ceremony at the Museum on September 20.
 Inter-School Student Design Competition WinnersFirst Place:
 • Jared Culp (Howard University)• Josh Humphries (Catholic University of America)• Rachel Vaccaro Mihaly (University of Maryland)• Justin Park (Virginia Tech – WAAC)
 Second Place:
 • Jeffrey Butts Jr. (Howard University)• Till Hannes Hoffmann (Virginia Tech – WAAC)• Laura Keating (Catholic University of America)• Brian Thomas McCracken (University of Maryland)
 Third Place:
 • David Glover (Howard University)• Monica Perez (Catholic University of America)• Hila Vortman (Virginia Tech – WAAC)• Yukari Yamahiro (University of Maryland)
 Honorable Mention:
 • Nkiru Agomuoh (Howard University)• Amy Morton (Virginia Tech – WAAC)• Aaron Peiffer (Catholic University of America)• Travis Stratakes (University of Maryland)
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AIA Northern Virginia News 5
 continued from page 1considerate of technical performance, and sympathetic to the idea of place-making as their buildings enhance the sites they occupy.
 Over the years, this firm has produced an extraordinary body of work that has been recognized by dozens of local and regional design awards. Ritter Architects has always created architecture embodying sense of integrity that is at once visible, welcome and highly appreciated by those that experience it. In addition, James William Ritter, FAIA, the firm’s founding principal, has long been recognized for his professional leadership contribu-tions to AIA Northern Virginia, having served as Chapter Presi-dent, and to the Virginia Society AIA, having served as Society President, received the William C. Noland Medal, and received the Society’s Distinguished Service to the Professional Award.
 Ritter Architects Honored with Virginia Society’s T. David Fitz-Gibbon Virginia Architecture Firm Award
 Along with recognizing Ritter Architects, Virginia Society presented the following honors at the Visions for Architec-ture gala on November 5, at the VA Museum of Fine Arts:
 William C. Noland MedalPeyton Boyd, AIA
 Architecture Medal for Virginia ServiceHunter Smith and the late Carl Smith
 Award for Distinguished AchievementT. Duncan Abernathy, AIAJames L. Boyd, AIARobert W. Moje, AIA
 Virginia Society HonorsBuilding Goodness Foundation, CharlottesvilleDaniel A. Gecker, Chesterfield
 Test of Time AwardCentral National Bank Building, Richmond
 Honorary MembershipKathleen S. KilpatrickRichard F. Sliwoski, P.E.
 Martha Washington Library, 2010
 photo by Prakash Patel
 Temple Rodef Shalom, 2001
 photo by Robert C. Lautm
 an
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Award of Honor – Daniel J. Feil, FAIADan was presented the Chapter’s highest award this year for dem-onstrating an outstanding level of professional influence over a sustained period of time. Dan was active with AIA National’s Architects in Government Steer-ing Committee in the late 1980s. He joined the AIA Northern Virginia Board in 1993, became President in 2000 and served another year as a Virginia Society Director. With this award, the Board acknowledges his significant service as a mentor and sponsor for AIA Fellows candidates and for his 40 year career in the public sector creating an environment so that other architects can do their best work.
 Dan spent eight years as Senior Staff Architect for the Washing-ton Metropolitan Airports Authority and worked with Cesar Pelli, FAIA, William Pedersen, FAIA and Shalom Baranes, FAIA on the award winning 1.1 million square foot terminal complex at National Airport, including a 30 piece, $6 million arts program. In 2004 Dan was Project Executive for the Plaza Project at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, working with Rafael Vinoly Architects on a major expansion of the arts center. In 2005, he became the Executive Architect for the Eisenhower Memorial Commission who awarded a contract to Frank Gehry and Partners. The site for the memorial was approved in a record 15 months. Dan consistently demands high quality design for public structures and navigates often challenging federal politics to make this possible. While managing these major projects, Dan also made time to successfully sponsor and advise Northern Virginia candidates to the AIA College of Fellows.
 Distinguished Leadership – Carolyn Rickard-Brideau, AIACarol was recognized for her distinguished leadership in the representation of the Chapter and the membership as 2010 Chap-ter President. Carol has served her term with grace and humor. Recognizing the importance of connecting with all our members, Carol instituted Traveling Happy Hours. With the simple concept of gathering together after work in a
 collegial setting, we have been able to talk to members through-out the area about their interests and concerns. Always willing to try new things, Carol also introduced our Chapter to Pecha Kucha Nights. She took personal responsibility in finding dynamic, en-gaging speakers to talk about something for which they are pas-sionate, using only 20 slides for 20 seconds each. Acting as MC, Carol kept our PK Nights fun and thought-provoking. Attendance vastly exceeded expectations at both the happy hours and PK nights, so we are committed to continuing both next year. Along with being Chapter President, Carol is President of the Washing-ton office of Little, an award-winning architect and a lecturer at universities and professional organizations. Despite her challeng-ing schedule, she has a remarkable ability to always carry through whatever tasks she faces.
 AIA Northern Virginia News6
 On Tuesday, October 19th, members and guests filled the Sea Pearl Restaurant in Falls Church for our Annual Chapter Meeting. The lively cocktail hour set the tone for a fun evening. Al Cox, FAIA, Chair of the Nominating Committee, began the evening with our Chapter elections and the following talented and com-mitted slate of officers and directors were elected for 2011:
 Executive CommitteePresident – Brian J. Donnelly, AIAPresident Elect/1st VP – William T. Brown, AIATreasurer – Edward D. Weaver, AIASecretary – Scott Matties, AIAPast President – Carolyn Rickard-Brideau, AIA
 DirectorsFrancie K. Fetzer, AIA – 2nd Vice PresidentDerek J. Moore, AIA – 2nd Vice PresidentSonia R. Jarboe, Assoc. AIACarter Jones, AIAChristopher S. Kehde, AIAJohn E. Linam, Jr., AIARandall A. Mars, AIAGavin D. Myers, AIADavid Prevette, AIASy Samaha, AIAStephen A. Smith, AIA
 Virginia Society DirectorsJohn A. Burns, FAIAPaul R. Erickson, AIAJ. Paul Lewis, AIAMark S. Orling, AIARobert E. Beach, AIA
 The Chapter extends a warm thank you for the years of remark-able service offered by Al Cox, FAIA, Anna Barbour, AIA and J. Paul Lewis, AIA as they retire from the Chapter Board. Al will continue as our Fellows Chair, Anna will continue to serve as our YAF Chair and J. Paul was elected as a Director on the Virginia Society Board. Thank you also to Valerie Hassett, AIA, Marlene Shade, AIA and Randall Mars, AIA as they retire from the Vir-ginia Society Board. We greatly appreciate their service.
 As dinner was served, President Carolyn Rickard-Brideau, AIA welcomed everyone and offered a brief overview of Chapter activities and initiatives. The highlight of the evening was the presentation of this year’s Honor Awards:
 35th Annual Meeting + Honors Dinner
 all photos by Kathryn A. Brow
 n
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AIA Northern Virginia News 7
 Outstanding Achievement – Brian J. Frickie, AIABrian was recognized for his significant contributions to the future of our profession. Brian has been with Kerns Group Architects since 1985 and a principal since 1990. In 1992, he became a Direc-tor on the AIA Northern Virginia Board, chairing the Education Committee which later became the Architects in Schools Commit-tee. In 2002, our Chapter elected him as a Director of the Virginia Society where he served until he was elected President of VSAIA in 2007. During his term as President, Brian led the state board in a number of new initia-tives, including establishment of the Virginia Society AIA Prize for Design Research and Scholarship to reinforce the relationship between architects in schools and those in private practice. An-other initiative, the Emerging Leaders in Architecture program, is focused on developing talented young architects and interns. Brian’s passion for training tomorrow’s leaders certainly tran-scends the scope of normal professional activities.
 Service to the Chapter – Anna M. Barbour, AIAAnna is a dedicated leader in our Chapter. She serves as a Director on our Chapter Board and is the Chair of our Young Architects Fo-rum. In her capacity as YAF Chair, Anna develops and organizes our Chapter’s ARE preparatory series. Committed to helping her col-leagues, Anna continues to look for ways to improve the series, and this year introduced five new classes on general topics covered
 throughout the exams. Always willing to take on a new challenge and keenly interested in serving her community, Anna helped the Chapter start our Canstruction® competition while she worked at the Chapter House as a student at Virginia Tech and continued to serve on the steering committee as a volunteer after graduation. Always looking for ways to engage our emerging profession-als, Anna organizes our Chapter volleyball team, building tours, happy hours and firm tours. Anna is committed to supporting her fellow members, the profession and her community.
 Service to the Chapter – Derek J. Moore, AIADerek was recognized for his dedi-cated work organizing the Chap-ter’s Canstruction® competition. Derek has served on the Canstruc-tion Committee since its inception, serving as Chair for the last two years. He has worked hard to make the event better every year, bring-ing a new level of professionalism to the committee. From engaging sponsors to hauling cans around the mall, Derek made it all run smoothly. Keenly interested in serv-ing his neighbors in need, Derek was intent on filling the shelves
 at the Arlington Food Assistance Center. Undeterred by a failing economy, Derek worked to be sure this year’s competition would succeed. Not only did we provide much needed food to AFAC, but one of our teams, Samaha Associates, won Jurors’ Favorite at the International Canstruction Competition, the top award! While our competition serves many in need, it also provides a wonder-ful opportunity for creative collaboration and fun for all those participating. Derek’s passion and organizational skills make this event so successful.
 AIA Northern Virginia Chapter Award – Architects AnonymousArchitects Anonymous was rec-ognized for their pro-bono work for non-profit organizations. An off-shoot of the Chapter’s Small Firms Roundtable, Architects Anonymous got started when the economy dropped and this small group banded together with a mission to combine resources and help each other find work. Gathering bi-weekly to share leads and commiserate over some liquid refreshment, they decided to do some pro bono work for the City of Alexandria. The City was preparing to tear down an old Duron Paint store, purchased a few years prior for possible use as a community and park support building, because it lacked funds to develop the site. Architects Anonymous willingly took up the challenge to create a plan to inexpensively and sustainably re-use the building as a “fair weather” pavilion. Shortly after, Architects Anonymous undertook a second pro bono project for the Arlington-Alexandria Coalition for the Homeless.
 The Chapter congratulates all of these Citizen Architects for help-ing the community and representing all architects in a positive light: Rae Noritake, AIA; Judy Guse-Noritake, AIA; Marlin G. Lord, AIA; Carter Jones, AIA; Stephen W. Kulinski, AIA; Mark S. Orling, AIA; Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson, AIA; Robert S. Larson, AIA; Rebecca Mezny, AIA; Jillian Penndorf, Bruce LeLacheur, AIA; Richa Bansal; Karen M. Conkey, AIA; Emily Scali; Law-rence Mason, AIA; John Linam, Jr, AIA; Benjamin Shealy; Jordan Clough; Susan Prather; Margaret Stanton Guryan, AIA; Leonardo Sarli; Joseph Lavigne, AIA; Kevin Fisher, ASLA; Elliot Rhode-side, FASLA; Wayne C. Bryan, PE; and William Cromley.
 Craftsmanship Award – United Masonry Incorporated of VirginiaUnited Masonry Incorporated of Virginia was recognized for superior execution of the complex, polychrome masonry on both the interior and exterior of the Station at Potomac Yard in Alexandria. This new fire station/work force housing project by Lemay Erick-son Willcox Architects, with Rust | Orling Architecture, also recently won a Brick Industry award for their excellent work on this Rich-ardson Romanesque revival style facade.
 Congratulations to all our distinguished award recipients!
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AIA Northern Virginia News8
 AIA Northern Virginia Membership Quiz(If you answer all the questions correctly, you get a free ticket to attend our 2011 Open House!)
 1. Select the resource that AIA Northern Virginia has in place to help unemployed members. □ Free online job board □ Seminars and articles on financial and legal issues □ Resume folder □ Email distribution list of job leads
 2. What tool does the Chapter offer to keep you informed on current issues affecting practice? □ Professional Practice section in AIA Northern Virginia News □ In Practice in BLAST □ Seminars like the Benefits, Costs and Ricks of Green Building □ Professional Practice page on www.aianova.org
 3. Which continuing education opportunity does AIA Northern Virginia offer? □ Free programs □ Lunch-time sessions offering 2 AIA/CES learning units □ Small Firm Roundtable □ All you need to meet Virginia’s Mandatory Continuing Education requirement
 4. Select what fun event is hosted by the Chapter so you can network with your colleagues. □ Happy Hours (Traveling, YAF + WIA) □ Pecha Kucha Nights □ Annual Dinner □ Open House
 5. Select the service provided by the Chapter to help Emerging Professionals. □ ARE Study sessions □ Volleyball team □ Free access to ARE study materials □ Help in finding mentors
 6. To promote the profession, what activity does AIA Northern Virginia organize? □ Design Awards program □ How to Work with an Architect workshop □ Online referral lists □ Architecture Week activities including walking and bike tours
 7. To serve our community and neighbors, what event does the Chapter coordinate? □ Canstruction® competition □ Rebuilding Together volunteer opportunity □ Architecture in the Schools program □ Assistance to those seeking pro bono service
 The answer to each question is the same: all of the above. With all that the Chapter has to offer you, please renew your member-ship and please get involved. If you want to help with any of
 It’s Membership Renewal Time - Why Renew? these activities, please volunteer. None of this would get done without our members’ participation. And let us know what else we can do for you. We are here to help.
 For an excellent view of all your AIA benefits, check out the AIA’s Membership Resources Guide here: http://www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/ek_members/documents/ pdf/aiab082987.pdf
 Now for the details…
 You should have recently received your 2011 AIA dues invoice by email and mail. If you haven’t received it yet, please let us know.
 You are able to pay online, by fax, by mail or by phone. Specific instructions are included with your invoice and additional infor-mation is available on the AIA website: http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081430This is also a good opportunity to update your contact informa-tion and select additional Knowledge Communities.
 In response to the economy, AIA Northern Virginia reduced local dues this year, so architects are $140 and associates are $45. For the second year in a row, AIA National and Virginia Society dues will not increase.
 To help members experiencing financial hardship, the AIA is offering a dues payment plan, allowing members the opportunity to pay their dues in installments. Enrollment into the plan is open through April 30, 2011. Additional information on the plan is included on your invoice and is available at: http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081297In certain instances, the Institute is also authorized to grant hard-ship waivers requested through the local component.
 We know everyone is concerned about the economy and money is tight. AIA Northern Virginia strives to offer members valu-able benefits and to be available to help in any way we can. Our membership numbers have held remarkably steady this year. That so many members chose to renew during this downturn is a testa-ment to the value they see in AIA membership.
 For help with any of your renewal or membership questions, or to get more involved with the Chapter, please contact Debbie Burns, Executive Director, or Lorin Boswell, Membership Director, at (703) 549-9747 or [email protected].
 http://www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/ek_members/documents/pdf/aiab082987.pdf
 http://www.aia.org/aiaucmp/groups/ek_members/documents/pdf/aiab082987.pdf
 http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081430
 http://www.aia.org/about/AIAB081297
 mailto:aianova%40aianova.org?subject=
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 In another large-scale action of support of the LEED® rating system, the U.S. General Services Administration has announced all new federal buildings must now achieve LEED Gold certi-fication. Up to now the GSA required new buildings and major renovations to reach the LEED Silver certification level. GSA Commissioner of Public Buildings Robert Peck notes raising the requirements will help deliver on President Obama’s commit-ment to sustainability within the federal government. The new standard only applies to new projects funded after fiscal year 2010. New GSA leases of 10,000 square feet or more still will be required to meet LEED-Silver.
 This recent boon for LEED comes on the heels of a class-action lawsuit filed against the U.S. Green Building Council over the rating system. Henry Gifford is suing the USGBC for $100 mil-lion over claims of fraud, unfair competition, deceptive trade practices, and false advertising. Gifford owns an energy consult-ing firm and claims the LEED rating system does not actually result in buildings that save energy or are more efficient. The claims are brought based on a 2008 study by the New Building Institute commissioned by the USGBC that concluded LEED buildings use 25-30% less energy than non-LEED buildings. Gifford claims the LEED rating system does not measure actual energy use so the study’s conclusions cannot be verified. LEED for New Construction 2.2 requires comparing data from an en-ergy model to code standards but does not verify that the model’s conclusions are true once the building has been constructed, which Gifford contends is misleading based on the advertising and marketing of the USGBC. The suit seeks damages on behalf of all persons who have paid the USGBC for LEED certifica-tion of buildings as well as those who have spent time working toward a certification. Critics and analysts have noted that much of the “evidence” for this case and the basis of the suit may be hard to prove as the data is difficult to gather and some may be circumstantial at best. Gifford himself is not a LEED-Accredited Professional.
 USGBC and LEED continue to be both market-transforming and contentious, sometimes from the same person. Whether you agree with the way USGBC (and now GBCI) conduct business or not, they have done much to bring energy efficiency and en-vironmentalism to the forefront of the building industry and the general population. The average, non-building-industry person may not know what goes into certifying a building, but he or she more than likely knows what energy efficiency is and probably has heard of LEED in news media. USGBC deserves credit pushing some of this market transformation.
 A LEED-certified building does not equal a “sustainable” build-ing, though. USGBC should be clear in its message that being marginally better than the average is still just marginally better and as an industry we have a long way to go. The GSA raising the bar internally is a great outward sign of committing to higher standards but those standards must be clear and product actual results.
 GREENspace: LEED, Follow, or Get Out of the Way
 by Jon Penndorf, AIA, LEED® BD + CProject Manager, Bowie Gridley Architects
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 With the November 30th registration deadline fast approaching, leaders of the National Ideas Competition for the Washington Monument Grounds report a surge in public interest they hope will stir even greater participation.
 Competition chair Jim Clark, AIA lists the top ten reasons people say they’re participating:
 • It’s getting noisy on the Mall: I want my voice heard! • Our school is using the competition as an educational tool for history and art. • I want to shape history with creative ideas. • Big things start with an idea! • This space belongs to me and all Americans – I want to take ownership! • The grounds should say more about 21st Century America. • It’s about time to make this space even better than it is now. • This is a design opportunity for me – I want to be part of something bigger. • I want to make this a Greener Place! • I like it just as it is, and I want to tell you why.
 Every generation leaves its mark on the Mall, and you can see that sweep of ideas over history at: http://www.wamocompetition.org
 The Washington Monument (WAMO) encourages Americans of all ages and experience levels to submit creative ideas for making the area around the Monument more welcoming, educational, and effectively used by the public.
 The Competition is sponsored by an independent group of univer-sity professors, architects, designers, and civic leaders partnering with The George Washington University, the Virginia Society of the American Institute of Architects, and other educational orga-nizations and universities. The Competition is open to anyone 12 years of age and older. Register by November 31, 2010 and enter your submission by December 18, 2010.
 For more information the Competition and to register, visit: http://www.wamocompetition.org
 WAMO Ideas Competition Extends Registration Through November 30th Historic Resources Meeting
 December 2, 5:00p
 Everyone interested in Historic Resources is invited to attend to help plan future events, including tours of local architectural landmarks.
 At the office of Stephen Smith, SASApc, 5901 Kings-towne Village Pkwy, Suite 205 in Kingstowne (Alex-andria). Please RSVP to chair Stephen Smith, AIA: [email protected]
 Free Events at the Virginia Center for Architecture
 December 2 - Holiday Open House5:00-7:30p. Enjoy light refreshments and holiday music. Hear architectural anecdotes about the building and gain access to the rarely-opened second floor of the Virginia Center for Architecture.
 December 4 - Holiday Concert4:00-5:00p. Enjoy a performance by the Short Pump Sympho-nette as they play a program of classical and holiday favorites.
 The Center for Architecture is located at 2501 Monument Av-enue, in Richmond. For additional information, visit: http://www.virginiaarchitecture.org/vca_programs.html
 http://www.wamocompetition.org
 http://www.wamocompetition.org
 mailto:sas1821%40aol.com?subject=Historic%20Resources%20Committee
 http://www.virginiaarchitecture.org/vca_programs.html
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 On the Boards
 Mancini Duffy / Winstanley
 We were retained by Netherlands-based Wereldhave to undertake the master planning and architectural design of a remarkable new development. A dramatic departure from the conventional urban expansion, Eilan is a self-sustaining LEED®-certified mixed-use community covering more than 120 acres in La Cantera, a high-end district of San Antonio.
 Our client’s vision for the 1.5-million-square-foot development was based on the organization and architectural themes of a typical Tuscan hill town; responsive to the geographic conditions of the site, densely built, human in scale and pedestrian-oriented.
 A deliberate aesthetic departure from the overall development, this non-denominational chapel is nestled in a wooded area and serves as the community’s venue for prayer, meditation and formal ceremonies. Our design combines features associated with reli-gious structures - arching forms, natural light, a bell tower and an open pedestrian “piazza” - with the ultimate in sustainability, LEED® Plati-num certification.
 The chapel structure is formed by six parabolic arches con-nected by a translucent “veil” admitting modified natural light while minimizing heat. Light also enters the space from a skylight and is reflected off a pool running along the base of the building. Quite apart from its aesthetic contribution, the pool serves to reduce energy consumption, cooling air which is then dehumidified and drawn into the chapel. Other sustainable features include photovoltaic panels, the use of storm and gray water to feed the pool and water cascade and for irrigation, and the incorporation of energy-efficient and recycled materials.
 Eilan Chapel
 photos by Jessica Marcotte
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 IGCC Comment Period The International Green Construction Code (IGCC), developed by the ICC with AIA participation, is currently in its second round of public comments. This code will redefine the profes-sion’s standard of care to include sustainable design. AIA mem-bers are encouraged to review the public version 2 here: http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/IGCC/Pages/PublicVersion Development.aspxand provide comments through the AIA’s IGCC comment page: http://info.aia.org/aia/igcc/index.cfmby December 15. The AIA will compile comments they receive and submit them to the ICC by their deadline of January 3, 2011. After that, a code development hearing will take place in May 2011, followed by a final comment period, and a final action hearing in November 2011. The new code will be wrapped up and published by March 2012.
 Center for Integrated PracticeRecently launched, the CIP is an AIA resource created to pro-vide the information necessary to lead the future of the industry towards collaborative design practices. It will offer resources related to project delivery, technology, architectural practice, and stakeholder relationships. Joining the CIP allows you to participate in discussions, post blogs, and interact with other Knowledge Net members, Knowledge Communities and industry professionals. Visit the CIP at: http://network.aia.org/AIA/CenterforIntegratedPractice/Home
 Professional PracticeAIA/CAE Educational Facility Design Awards Program Call for Entries - Sponsored by the AIA Committee on Architec-ture for Education Knowledge Community, the awards program is an Internet-based marketplace of ideas. Through this forum the committee will disseminate quality ideas on educational facil-ity planning and design to clients, architects, and the public. The awards seek to identify, honor, and disseminate the projects and ideas that exhibit innovation and excellence. This program has three areas of focus: the project area, the forum of ideas, and the unique learning environment category. Additional information is available at: http://www.aia.org/practicing/groups/kc/AIAS075111?dvid= &recspec=AIAS075111 Entries must be submitted before 5:00p on January 10, 2011.
 2011 AIA/HUD Secretary’s Awards Call for EntriesSponsored by the AIA Residential Knowledge Community and the Office of the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the award recognizes excellence in affordable housing architecture, neighborhood design, participa-tory design, and accessibility. The categories include Excellence in Affordable Housing Design, Creating Community Connection Award, Community-Informed Design Award, and Housing Ac-cessibility - Alan J. Rothman Award. Additional information is available at: http://www.aia.org/practicing/awards/AIAS075324Entries must be submitted before 5:00p on December 10, 2010.
 2011 AIA Housing Awards Call for EntriesSponsored by the AIA Residential Knowledge Community and Housing and Custom Residential Knowledge Community, this
 http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/IGCC/Pages/PublicVersionDevelopment.aspx
 http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/IGCC/Pages/PublicVersionDevelopment.aspx
 http://info.aia.org/aia/igcc/index.cfm
 http://network.aia.org/AIA/CenterforIntegratedPractice/Home
 http://www.aia.org/practicing/groups/kc/AIAS075111?dvid=&recspec=AIAS075111
 http://www.aia.org/practicing/groups/kc/AIAS075111?dvid=&recspec=AIAS075111
 http://www.aia.org/practicing/awards/AIAS075324
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Matt Shuba, Assoc. AIA Nicolas A. Vivas, Assoc. AIA, HITT ContractingLaura Williams, AIA, Kishimoto.Gordon.Dalaya, P.C.Rachel I. Williams, Assoc. AIA, Atelier Architects
 Transferring InAnn H. Minniear, AIA, FOX Architects, from Chicago
 Upgrade to EmeritusSharad P. Abhyankar, AIA, Abhyankar AssociatesJohn J. Corley, AIA
 New Allied Professional MemberBonnie FitzgeraldMaverick Mosaics Art School & Studio145 Church Street, NW, Vienna, VA 22180(703) 938-1755; [email protected]
 New Bronze SponsorJohn FugateDOW Chemical20 Boxwood Drive, Hershey, PA 17033(717) 534-0623; [email protected]
 Robert Bruce Shogren, AIA died October 2, at the age of 78, after a wonder-ful life devoted to his two loves—his family and ar-chitecture. He was married to his college sweetheart, Loretta nee Juckins, for 50 years. They had three children, Bruce, Elizabeth and Peter, and seven grand-children.
 He studied with Ludwig Mies van der Rohe at Il-linois Institute of Technol-ogy and worked for him in Chicago before moving to the Washington, DC area in 1965. He designed condominiums, office buildings, police stations, indoor swim-ming pools, military facilities, a hotel, a chapel and single family houses. Late in life, he took breaks from the drafting board to delve into genealogy. But he didn’t give up architecture. He was sketching his latest project the day before he died.
 Memorial contributions may be made to the Boy Scouts of America—National Capital Area Council and Illinois Institute of Technology alumni fund.
 AIA Northern Virginia News 13
 awards program emphasizes the importance of good housing as a necessity of life, a sanctuary for the human spirit and a valu-able national resource. The categories are One and Two Family Custom Residences, One and Two Family Production Homes, Multifamily Housing, and Specialized Housing. Additional infor-mation is available at: http://www.aia.org/practicing/awards/AIAS075322 Entries must be submitted before 5:00p on December 10, 2010.
 Take a Look at the New CES DiscoveryLaunched on October 25, AIA CES Discovery is the new web-based system where AIA members can find their transcripts and search for courses. To use the system, go to: http://www.aia.org/education/index.htm and sign in as you do for the AIA website, using your email ad-dress as your user name and your last name, capitalized, as your default password. Additional is available at: http://www.aia.org/education/ces/AIAB083306 If you have any questions, contact the AIA Member Care Center at (800) 242-3837, option 3, or [email protected].
 The Alexandria Department of Transportation and Envi-ronmental Services is holding community meetings regarding transportation priorities and possible funding options by the Alexandria City Council. Staff will give a brief presentation, followed by a short question/answer session. The next two meet-ings will be held December 8, 7:00-9:00p, at the Beatley Library, Community Room, 5005 Duke Street and January 13, 7:00-9:00p at the Mount Vernon Recreation Center, Community Room, 2701 Commonwealth Avenue. For additional information, or to view the presentation visit: http://alexandriava.gov/TransportationAddOnTax
 13.3% - Call for SubmissionsThis open-call exhibition developed out of conversations on the role of women within the profession -- specifically the often-quoted statistic that just over thirteen percent of practicing archi-tects in the US are female. 13.3% has only one rule: submitted materials must arrive to the gallery in a standard manila envelope (9x12”) postmarked by November 20, 2010. Contributions of any perspective and in any format surrounding the theme of gender within the practice of architecture are welcomed. Additional information and a required entry form are available on the exhibi-tion’s website: http://www.thirteenpointthree.org
 New MembersJohn Athayde, Assoc. AIA, MeticulousErin J. Connelly, Assoc. AIA, HDR, Inc.Kevin Matthew Hanlon, Assoc. AIA, Maginniss + del Ninno Architects, PCTimothy G. Huggler, Assoc. AIA, Loudoun Co. Public SchoolsDavid J. Jelinek, AIA, Wisnewski Blair & Associates, Ltd.Megan McGinnis, Assoc. AIA, Gruzen Samton ArchitectsSandra Rosend, AIA, CHJ3 Architecture, Inc.
 In Memoriam
 Membership Update
 mailto:contact%40maverickmosaics.com?subject=
 http://www.maverickmosaics.com
 mailto:jfugate%40dow.com?subject=
 http://www.dow.com
 http://www.aia.org/practicing/awards/AIAS075322
 http://www.aia.org/education/index.htm
 http://www.aia.org/education/ces/AIAB083306
 mailto:AIAMemberCareCES%40aia.org?subject=
 http://alexandriava.gov/TransportationAddOnTax
 http://www.thirteenpointthree.org
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 Perkins Eastman and Ehrenkrantz Eckstut & Kuhn Ar-chitects (EE&K) announce that they have agreed to merge their practices. The combined international practice, with a total nearly 600 employees, will consolidate their New York, Washington DC, and China practices. Both have a portfolio of large-scale developments that share a set of common values: the objective of creating new urban places that foster vibrant public communities.
 Randall Mars Architects have been selected as the 2011 Local Modern Architect in Home and Design magazine’s Designers Choice Awards.
 In October, Donald E. Lipscomb Jr., AIA, President of Del Studio Architects, was featured on the Minority Business Report television show in Anne Arundel County. Don was part of a discussion on The World of Engineers & Architects and appeared with Wamahdri Williams, with Wiliams Associates-Engineers and Enrique Melendez, with Paragon Project Resources, Inc.
 Little has received a Merit Award in the Taiwan Tower Interna-tional Design Competition, a competition seeking conceptual designs of a signature tower to be located in Taichung that would commemorate Taiwan’s history and symbolize the new Taiwan spirit. With a height of 1,207 feet, Little’s conceptual design of
 FYIthe tower symbolizes life, vibrancy and perpetual prosperity – cultural qualities important to the people of Taichung and to the visitors of this civic icon. The self-sustaining tower includes a history/cultural museum, offices for the Department of Urban Development of the Taichung City Government and a public ob-servation/monitoring component that gives visitors a view of the city and local landscape. Serving as a model for green building in the 21st century, the tower also serves as a metaphorical rain for-est that offers life and revitalization to the local community and greater Taiwan.
 After a three-month exhibit on Virginia Tech’s Drillfield, the school’s Solar Decathlon entry, lumenHAUS, will travel to the Midwest for two major exhibitions. It will first go to the south promenade of Millennium Park in Chicago for a four-day exhibit during the USGBC’s Greenbuild conference from November 17-20. It will then travel to Plano, Illinois for a three month exhibit at Mies Van der Rohe’s Farnsworth House, beginning in April. It was the Farnsworth House that provided early design inspiration for lumenHAUS.
 HITT Contracting Inc. and GreenWizard, Inc., the largest collection of green building product data for intelligent material selection, announced today that they have formed a partnership. Through this partnership, GreenWizard will help to highlight HITT’s efforts to be at the forefront of the sustainable building movement, and HITT will work to support further development of GreenWizard’s database and its green-product search, selec-tion, purchase, and documentation workflow solutions.
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Hickok Cole Architects’ eight-floor interior build out for U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in Alexandria was re-cently completed. Designers used recognizable patented inven-tions from USPTO records to develop classic, elegant forms which unify and identify all eight floors. Each floor features one abstracted invention, which designers turned into larger than life three dimensional sculptures that become definitive place markers and lobby focal points. The firm was also awarded first place in the 2010 Society of Marketing Professional Services National Marketing Communications Award, special events category for Art Night 2009. Over the past five years, the firm has won nine SMPS awards.
 December2 Historic Recourses Meeting, 5:00p10 2009 IBC Accessibility & Usability for Commercial Buildings, 8:45a13 Board Meeting, 4:30p
 January 20117 Architecture in the Schools Exhibit, 6:30p
 For additional details and updated event listings, please visit: www.aianova.org
 AIA Northern Virginia News 15
 Calendar
 Clark Nexsen is pleased to announce that the firm’s design for their Washington, DC office was awarded a First Place Interior Design Excellence Award in the LEED category at the IDEA Awards. Their office space focused on achieving LEED for Com-mercial Interiors Gold certification and is located in a building which had already achieved LEED Core and Shell Gold Certi-fication. The interior materials were selected based on regional availability and recycled content. The judges commented on the great attention to detail and the well coordinated and beautifully simple design.
 George W. Hellmuth, AIA has joined the Washington office of Perkins+Will as Principal to lead the Corporate, Commercial and Civic practices. He brings over 35 years of successful market-ing/management experience with HOK. Some of his noteworthy projects include: Environmental Protection Agency, Research and Office Campus, Research Triangle Park, NC; Federal Bureau of Investigation, Forensics Laboratory, Quantico, VA; National Air and Space Museum, Udvar-Hazy Center, Chantilly, VA; and Architect of the Capitol, New Master Plan (Entire Capitol Com-plex), Washington, DC.
 The new Kluge-Moses Science Building at Piedmont Virginia Community College, designed by The Lukmire Partnership, officially opened in September. Located in Charlottesville, the 34,000 sf facility was designed to be a focal point for the cam-pus, featuring a laboratory wing equipped with state-of-the-art technology and a faculty office wing separated by a main en-trance and student gathering space. Another project of the firm is the transformation of the former Newseum site in Rosslyn into what is being called the first of a new breed of American cultural centers. Officially opening in October, Artisphere, is a departure from the traditional arts center, offering more than 100 events per month in a variety of venues within the structure. The 57,000 sf facility is a cultural campus designed to achieve Silver LEED Certification. Also opening in October is the firm’s new Stafford County England Run Library, a 30,000-square-foot contemporary structure. The new library is the fourth project completed by the firm for the Central Rappahannock Regional Library system.
 Lessard Group announces the groundbreaking of the firm’s newest multi-family rental high-rise building design, 1150 Ripley Street, in Silver Spring. The 17-story, 417,000 sf residential building consists of 286 apartments on a 1.16-acre site adjacent to the MARC railway and Silver Spring Transit Center. Washington Property Company developed this mixed-use development and is seeking LEED Gold certification.
 Alan Richardson and Peter Doo, with Potomac Valley Brick & Supply Company, recently co-authored an article that was fea-tured in the Washington Building Congress newsletter. The article is titled, Looking Back Can Help Sustainability Move Forward, Using Brick to Improve Building Performance. In addition to this article, Potomac Valley Brick was recently interviewed by a Washington Post reporter and the article ran on the front page of the Real Estate section in the Post’s September 4 edition. Both ar-ticles are posted to Potomac Valley’s Industry News and Insights page at www.PVBrick.com.
 http://www.aianova.org
 http://www.PVBrick.com
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