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UNIT FOUR
 The Church Is Teacher

Page 2
                        

4.2 The Good News Proclaimed
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Evangelization
 • Sharing the good news
 • Involves proclaiming the gospel in such a way that people’s hearts and lives are changed
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Gospel
 • The “good news”: refers to the good news of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension
 • Word is always used specifically for the first four books of the New Testament– Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John:
 tell the story of Jesus and his message
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Gaudium et Spes
 • When it comes to overcoming unbelief, the witness of mature faith is more important that a proper presentation of dogma
 • Evangelizing the world means, first and foremost, becoming aware of what our actions are teaching others about Christ and the Church
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How The Good News Was First Shared• Initially in Jewish synagogues
 • Also, Jewish merchants told about eh “new way” as part of their business conversations
 • Initially was shared with Gentiles in the marketplace and in casual conversations
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Christianity appealed to:
 • Those who were trapped at the bottom of a rigid social structure– Offered them hope and dignity
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Common objection to Christianity• It was a religion of the lower
 classes and of the uneducated• Initially St. Augustine rejected
 Christianity because of the inelegance of the Christian scriptures– He could not bring himself to
 believe that an all powerful God would reveal himself in such mundane and uneducated terms
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Gradually Christianity became accepted• Apologists were instrumental in
 establishing connections between Christianity and the philosophy of the pagans
 • Greater acceptance through the witness of the many martyrs
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The Witness of Widows and Virgins• In the early days of the Church
 widows were cared for in accordance with the instructions of the Old Testament
 • To protect the faith of its widows, the Church supported them and gave them particular responsibilities
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Widow
 • Came to refer to a particular class of respected women within the Church who performed special functions
 • Also included some women who chose to remain unmarried in order to better serve the Lord
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Widows and deaconesses
 • Responsible for much of the pastoral care of other women.
 • Anointed women at Baptism
 • Sent to lay hands on those who were sick
 • Widows given special place to sit in the front of the church
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The Desert Fathers
 • In the 4th century phenomena of desert monasticism arose
 • These were people who wanted to get away from the distractions of society and live in solitude
 • Chose the desert because they wanted to be isolated away from distractions
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Monasticism
 • Style of Christian life which stresses communal living and communal worship along with private prayer, silence, poverty, chastity, and obedience.
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Desert Fathers
 • Christians of about the fourth century who chose to live an ascetic life of prayer, fasting, and abstinence
 • The teachings of these men (and women) had a profound impact on the theology and spirituality of the Church and on the development of monasticism
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Saint Anthony of Egypt
 • Best illustrates the nature of monasticism and the way that it shaped Christianity
 • One day he heard the gospel story of the rich young man who was instructed by Jesus to sell everything and give to the poor. He knew the story was intended for him.
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Anthony’s life as a hermit
 • Neither easy nor peaceful– Tormented by visions of demons
 who cam to tempt him– Over time he became convinced
 that God would never abandon him and his faith grew even stronger
 • Longed for solitude but was constantly sought by others
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Communal Monasticism
 • When Christianity was legalized, many were afraid that their faith would be corrupted if they did not do something drastic
 • Many believed Christianity needed to be separated from the lure of power and wealth in order to be authentically preserved
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Pachomius
 • Former pagan
 • Was comforted by Christians while conscripted in army– Vowed that if he ever got out of
 the army he would dedicate his life to loving and serving others even as they had done
 • Lived alone at first in the desert, they he joined with other men to form a community
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Rule of the community
 • Mutual service– Every person expected to serve
 every other person– No one would ever be allowed to
 say that any task was beneath him
 • Modeled a life of prayer without ceasing– Prayed as they worked, sang
 psalms meditated on scripture
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The Conversion of the Barbarians• From 5th through 8th centuries
 • Western Europe was hit by barbarian migrations– Asiatic Huns, Visigoths, Vandals,
 Ostrogoths and Lombards
 • Barbarian invaders taught the faith and converted by the quiet and persistent witness of Christians they had conquered
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Conversion of Barbarians
 • Some legitimate faith experience
 • Others were primarily a means of establishing political stability– Example: Visigoth king realized
 support of Christians would be necessary to achieve level of stability in region. He officially embraced Christianity at an assembly in Toledo in AD 589
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King Clovis and the Franks
 • Majority of Franks accepted Baptism shortly after their leader, Clovis was converted to Christianity
 • Clovis’s wife was already a Christian– She told her husband about the all
 powerful Christian God– Clovis promised he would become
 a Christian if the Christian God gave him victory
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Western Monasticism
 • Benedict of Nursia was the most influential
 • Around AD 500 Benedict decided to become a hermit– Took up extreme asceticism in a
 cave– Soon he had a community of
 disciples who lived with him
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Asceticism
 • Strict self-denial as a means of spiritual discipline
 • Christian ascetics imitate Christ’s life of self-sacrifice in order to live the gospel more faithfully
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Monte Cassino
 • Monastery between Rome and Naples founded by Benedict
 • Became cradle of western monasticism
 • Sister Scholastica joined Benedict here and founded a monastic community for women
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Benedict’s Rule
 • Most significant contribution to the monastic life and to the life of the Church in general
 • Based on strict discipline without unnecessary harshness
 • Prayer
 • Physical labor
 • Obedience and permanence
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Liturgy of the hours
 • Eight periods of prayer established by Benedict
 • Also called the “canonical hours” and their celebration was called the “divine office”
 • Canon law requires that all who have been ordained as deacons or as priests to pray the divine office
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Two Mendicant Orders: Franciscans and Dominicans
 • In response to the needs of the poor and migrant people, mendicant (“begging) orders developed to travel with the poor and minister to their needs, including teaching them the faith through words and actions
 • Took strict vows of poverty
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The Franciscans
 • Saint Francis of Assisi founded this first mendicant order– Had a profound religious
 experience which led him to give everything that he had to the poor
 – Found deep joy in his poverty; called poverty the most beautiful lady in the world
 • Received permission from the pope to found the order
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The Dominicans
 • Founded by Saint Dominic
 • Order combined the rule of poverty and the practice of mendicancy with careful study and informed preaching– Preached not only to Christians
 but also to the Moslems and Jews
 • Main focus was education
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Saint Thomas Aquinas
 • Church’s greatest theologian
 • A Dominican
 • Catholic understanding on faith and reason, and between the natural order and the divine order
 • Formed Catholic understanding of natural law
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Natural Law
 • The universal moral law which God has given to all people and which can be known by the power of reason alone
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Christianity in the New World• Church expanded rapidly as
 Spanish and Portuguese settlers traveled to Mexico and Central and South America during the 16th century
 • Many Franciscans, Dominicans, and Jesuits were involved in missionary efforts in the Americas
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Roque Gonzalez
 • Jesuit missionary
 • Knew and respected customs of natives
 • Taught European agricultural methods and the basics of Christianity
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Enemies of the Mission Villages• Spanish and Portuguese
 colonists• Angered by fact that the Jesuits
 would not allow them to enslave the natives
 • Attacked Jesuit mission and took inhabitants as slaves
 • Pope Urban VIII agreed to excommunicate any who hunted natives in Jesuit territory

Page 37
                        

Hernando Cortez
 • Requested Charles V send mendicant friars to “set a good example” for the native people
 • 12 Franciscans were sent to Mexico
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Primary aim of missionaries• Both the Jesuit and the
 Franciscans wished to establish permanent native settlements with European organizational structures– Established schools, markets, and
 churches– Taught basic Christianity,
 European agricultural techniques, trades, and domestic skills
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Missionaries in Canada & Missionaries in Canada & the Northeastern United the Northeastern United StatesStates►French missionaries realized French missionaries realized
 that the only way to have that the only way to have any influence on the Huron any influence on the Huron tribes was to live with them tribes was to live with them and learn their languages and learn their languages and customsand customs
 ► Jean de BrebeufJean de Brebeuf§ One of first and most One of first and most
 respected Jesuit missionaries respected Jesuit missionaries
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Huron misconceptions:Huron misconceptions:
 ►Believed that the missionaries Believed that the missionaries were responsible for the evils were responsible for the evils which had befallen themwhich had befallen them§ Decimated by European Decimated by European
 diseasesdiseases§ Believed they were caused by Believed they were caused by
 the Jesuitsthe Jesuits§ Majority of baptisms on brink of Majority of baptisms on brink of
 death, many Huron people death, many Huron people believed Catholic rituals caused believed Catholic rituals caused deathdeath
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Jesuits focused on Jesuits focused on similarities between similarities between Christianity and the religion Christianity and the religion of the Huronsof the Hurons►Similarity between the Similarity between the
 sacramental view of the world sacramental view of the world Catholics held and the Huron Catholics held and the Huron understanding of a understanding of a supernatural power who acted supernatural power who acted through day to day events through day to day events and religious ceremoniesand religious ceremonies
 ►Drew parallels between Huron Drew parallels between Huron spiritual quests and their own spiritual quests and their own spiritual exercisesspiritual exercises
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The Growth of The Growth of Catholicism in the Catholicism in the United StatesUnited States►Anti-Catholic biases ran deep Anti-Catholic biases ran deep
 among many of first European among many of first European settlerssettlers§ Most colonies prohibited Most colonies prohibited
 Catholic Church to own property Catholic Church to own property or establish schools or churchesor establish schools or churches
 § In some places Catholicism was In some places Catholicism was outlawed, no Catholic allowed outlawed, no Catholic allowed to own property or participate in to own property or participate in political systempolitical system
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Maryland ColonyMaryland Colony
 ►Founded by CatholicsFounded by Catholics► In 1649, passed the Act of In 1649, passed the Act of
 Toleration granting freedom Toleration granting freedom of religion to all peopleof religion to all people
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John CarrollJohn Carroll
 ►First bishop of Maryland and First bishop of Maryland and the United Statesthe United States
 ►Worked to convince Worked to convince everyone that it was possible everyone that it was possible for Catholics to be loyal for Catholics to be loyal Americans even while Americans even while maintaining allegiance to the maintaining allegiance to the popepope
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Catholic Education in the Catholic Education in the United StatesUnited States► John Carroll believed if Catholic John Carroll believed if Catholic
 Church was to flourish need Church was to flourish need well-educated Catholicswell-educated Catholics
 ►Also need American-educated Also need American-educated clergy who understood and clergy who understood and respected political system in respected political system in new nationnew nation§ Funding of Georgetown College Funding of Georgetown College
 and Saint Mary’s Seminaryand Saint Mary’s Seminary
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Saint Elizabeth Ann SetonSaint Elizabeth Ann Seton
 ►Founded Sisters of CharityFounded Sisters of Charity►Established Catholic Established Catholic
 elementary schools elementary schools
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Catholic schools “absolutely Catholic schools “absolutely necessary”necessary”►To teach Catholic faith and To teach Catholic faith and
 moralitymorality►To make Catholics equal To make Catholics equal
 members of societymembers of society§ Large numbers of Catholics Large numbers of Catholics
 were not being educated at allwere not being educated at all§ Many public school texts Many public school texts
 unacceptable to Catholicsunacceptable to Catholics►Every parish must establish Every parish must establish
 a school for its childrena school for its children
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In ConclusionIn Conclusion
 ►Evangelization is the sharing Evangelization is the sharing of the good news in such a of the good news in such a way that it touches people’s way that it touches people’s hearts and inspires them to hearts and inspires them to reorder their livesreorder their lives
 ►Christians used several Christians used several methods as they evangelizedmethods as they evangelized§ Forcing Baptism at the point of Forcing Baptism at the point of
 wordword§ Persuasion through witness of Persuasion through witness of
 men and womenmen and women
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In ConclusionIn Conclusion
 ► Initially Christianity shared Initially Christianity shared through preaching in Jewish through preaching in Jewish synagoguessynagogues
 ►Many were attracted by Many were attracted by powerful example of martyrspowerful example of martyrs
 ►Monastics took up where Monastics took up where martyrs left offmartyrs left off§ Prayer and WorkPrayer and Work§ Mendicant OrdersMendicant Orders
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