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The Origins of Human Life – Key Targets
 1. Understand biblical and creationist views on the origins of human life – liberal and fundamentalist
 2. Understand the dominant scientific view of the origins of human life – Evolution
 3. Examine ‘Intelligent Design’ as a challenge to the traditional scientific view
 4. Explore a variety of arguments from the pro / anti scientific view and those of compatability
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The Origin Of Human Life
 Book of Genesis – ‘Beginnings’
 Christians agree that the book of Genesis reveals fundamental truths about the creation of the first human
 beings. However they disagree on how these stories must be interpreted.
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Literal vs Symbolic
 Remember :
 Some Christians see Genesis as historical, literal truth – humans actually came about this way.
 Others maintain that the story is a symbolic one, containing truths about mankind and his relationship with God. It paints a picture of an event no one was able to witness.
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William Paley – Teleological View
 Essential Argument :
 The universe, earth and life is far too intricate and complex to have happened by blind CHANCE. Its complexity points to a designer, a creator, who must be God. Everything seems to be in the right place – sun, moon, gravity, the elements of life – chaos and chance could not have brought about human life.
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William Paley – Teleological View• Argument from Analogy – The World is like a Watch
 If you were out walking and found a watch on the ground by examining it, its intricate and detailed workings, with thousands of tiny parts working together, you would ASSUME it was created by an intelligent designer. A rock occurs by chance.
 A modern thinker could point to DNA (genetic code for all life) and say the same (DNA has only been discovered in the last century)
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David Hume’s Critique of The Teleological Argument
 Firstly Hume insists that the God of the Design Argument is essentially very limited! Disease, earthquakes and other natural disasters imply the god is more an ‘infant deity’ rather than a superior designer. Also, who is to say only one god is involved in this design?
 Secondly Hume argues that just because there seems to be order in the universe does not mean it was designed. Order does not equal design! Basically it is possible for the finite amount of particles in the universe to eventually find a combination which creates a stable order. Order does not equal God!

Page 7
                        

Hume vs PaleyWhat Hume is suggesting is that the analogy Paley uses is not close enough to have any real value. It does not prove God exists and is creator. Rather it merely acknowledges the order we find in the universe which we inhabit.
 Hume suggests we should suspend judgement on the existence or otherwise of God because there is insufficient evidence to prove God exists.
 This is commonly known as ‘agnosticism’ meaning we either cannot know if God exists or if he does we cannot know Him.
 It opens the way for other theories on how humanity came into existence.
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Charles Darwin’s Theory ofNatural Selection (Evolution)
 Key work: ‘On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection’ (1859)
 Basic Idea : Life on earth evolved from very simple organisms to very complex ones (including humans) via a process of natural selection; survival of the fittest; gene mutation enabling creatures to become adapted to and survive within their environment. This happened over millions of years.
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Charles Darwin (1809-1882)
 • An Enlish naturalist whose 5 year voyage via the Galapagos Islands
 on HMS Beagle led to a process of thought which eventually developed into a scientific theory which changed our understanding of how species developed on earth.
 • Through his study of fossils (many collected by himself), invertebrates like limpets, pigeons and breeding of plants and animals he formulated the theory that all species are linked to common ancestors.
 • He proposed that nature selected out, at random, the strongest and best suited animals which then passed on their genes. Over time this led to transmutation of creatures into more complex forms.
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_Darwin_seated_crop.jpg
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Evidence for Evolution
 Fossil Record
 Archeologists have found many many fossils since the time of Darwin. They all conform to a basic pattern – the older the fossil, the more simple its lifeform. This suggests life is evolving into more complex forms over time.
 http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/85/Florissantia_species_SRIC_01.jpg&imgrefurl=http://paleoplant.blogspot.com/&usg=__-WOL8Z2PJkFSl4gaTVjdlqirOhU=&h=1916&w=1922&sz=715&hl=en&start=26&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=MIga3kV6mnH0XM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dearliest%2Bfossils%26start%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1
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Vestigial Organs
 • Some creatures exhibit organs which are not used. If not why have them? It suggests they were once used but over time have become surplus to requirements. For eg. flightless birds
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Common Features
 • Hand• Ribcage• DNA (not available to Darwin but a major
 area of study today)
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Embryology
 • Embryos of many mammals are very similar
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Breeding Programmes
 • Breeding of plants and animals proved that the selection of genes led to changes in the species – if man can do this artificially it follows that nature may do it randomly

Page 15
                        

StrengthsStrong scientific evidence – physiological, fossil and biogeographical
 – to support his ideas. Wide acceptance of key principals.
 Since 19th Century advances in scientific understanding have reinforced his main ideas (eg. Genetics, DNA etc)
 For example, Richard Dawkins claims to show that life can develop itself into complex forms without a designer.
 Though incompatible with a literal understanding of Genesis it fits well with more liberal views and therefore does not necessarily undermine religious faith : God could be behind the forces of Big Bang and evolution - ‘Theistic Evolution’

Page 16
                        

WeaknessesSometimes criticised for a lack of evidence including
 the ‘missing links’ especially between apes and humans
 Theory not fact – theories can change over time or be overtaken when new info is known
 Theory does not explain why eg. human brain has developed well beyond its evolutionary requirements
 Offers nothing towards WHY life evolved, no contribution towards the purpose of life
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