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www.plos.org
 An Open Access Future
 Helen J. Doyle, Ph.D.Director of Development &
 Strategic AlliancesPublic Library of Science
 International Workshop on Strategies for Preservation of and Open Access to Scientific Data
 June 22-24, 2004Beijing, China
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www.plos.org
 What is the Public Library of Science (PLoS)?
 “A not-for-profit organization of scientists committed to making
 the world’s scientific and medical literature a public resource”
 Based in San Francisco, California, USA, with an editorial office in Cambridge, UK
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www.plos.org
 How does the Public Library of Science achieve its mission?
 • By driving change in traditional scholarly publishing model to open-access
 • By generating tools for mining and analyzing the scientific literature
 • By making the literature both accessible and comprehensible to non-specialist readers
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www.plos.org
 The Past: A Scientific Publisher’s mission
 4 November 1869Nature’s Mission statement
 “First, to place before the general public the grand results of Scientific work and Scientific discovery; and to urge the claims of Science to a more general recognition in
 Education and daily life.
 Secondly, to aid scientific men themselves, by giving early information of all advances made in any branch of natural knowledge throughout the world, and by
 affording them an opportunity of discussing the various scientific questions which arise from time to time”
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www.plos.org
 Does the traditional subscription-based model serve science and medicine?
 • Most potential audiences have no access to primary literature
 • Economics are based on old print and paper system
 • Limited connectivity and searchability• Copyright restrictions limit uses and
 dissemination
 Science and medicine can advance more quickly if information is freely available.
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www.plos.org
 What is open access publishing?
 • Free and unrestricted online access to the research literature and databases
 • Users are licensed to download, print, copy, redistribute, and use
 • Author retains the right to be acknowledged
 • Papers are deposited in a public database that allows sophisticated searches (such as PubMedCentral)
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www.plos.org
 Why is open access important?
 • Maximum impact for authors access to the largest possible audience
 • New ways to access and use literaturefull-text searching and mining
 • Greatly expanded access to researchfor scientists, educators, physicians, the public
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www.plos.org
 The Promise of the Internet
 • Global distribution at a reasonable cost (one copy serves all)
 • Searching and literature mining • Interlinked and Annotated Databases
 (example - Human Genome Project)• Long-term archiving in common
 space (example - PubMedCentral)
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www.plos.org
 Data and Information Sharing is Fundamental to the Scientific Process The Human Genome Project/NCBI example
 • “Anyone with a computer and an Internet connection can now explore the draft sequence of the human genome.”
 • “The integration of scientific data with the literature is a necessary step for creating a unified information resource in the life sciences.”(www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/About)
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www.plos.org
 Timeline of Open Access Policies• February 14, 2002 Budapest Open Access Initiative • December 17, 2002 Howard Hughes medicl Institute
 commitment to cover open access publication charges• April 11, 2003 Bethesda meeting on open access publishing• October, 1 2003 The Wellcome Trust position statement
 in support of open access publishing • October 22, 2003 Berlin Declaration on Open Access to
 Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities • December 12, 2003 UN WSIS Declaration of Principles
 includes support for open access initiatives includes support for open access initiatives
 • January 30, 2004 OECD Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy adopts Declaration on Access to Research data from Public Funding
 • February 24, 2004 IFLA Governing Board adopts statement on Open Access to Scholarly Literature and Research Documentation
 (see http://www.publiclibraryofscience.org/about/openaccess.html#timeline for links)
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www.plos.org
 • Launched 13 October 2003
 • Open Access and archived in PubMed
 • Research articles and magazine section
 • Over 500,000 visitors in first 12 hours
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www.plos.org
 Basic Information
 • All the qualities of a top-tier journal• Online journal is primary• Monthly issues• Publication charge $1500 (waived if
 authors can’t pay)• Print subscription at printing and
 distribution cost ($160/year)
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www.plos.org
 PLoS Medicine –coming Autumn 2004
 www.plosmedicine.org

Page 15
                        

www.plos.org
 The Open Access Future
 • Open access becomes the preferred mode of publishing
 • Multiple open access publishing models thrive in a competitive market
 • Innovative new tools and resources take full advantage of open access literature
 • Full potential of scientific and medical creativity and productivity unleashed
 • Public gains full access to research discoveries supported by public funds
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www.plos.org
 “As a funder of research, we are committed to ensuring that the results of the science we fund are disseminated widely and are freely available to all. Unfortunately, the distribution strategies currently used by many publishers prevent this. We want to see a system in place that supports open and unrestricted access to research outputs and we would like to encourage others to support this principle.”
 Mark Walport Director of the Wellcome TrustOctober 2003
 A Funders’ Perspective
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www.plos.org
 “The rationale behind the open access philosophy – that science best benefits society when it’s freely and immediately available to all – is just too compelling to ignore. As part of the United States government, we felt it important that we take a leadership role in the area.”Dr. Kenneth Olden
 Director National Institute of Environmental Health SciencesDecember 2003
 A Government Agency’s Perspective
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