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World War II

Page 2
                        

Why were the numerically superior Chinese so easily defeated by the Japanese? Why did the Chinese resistance efforts fail?
 • Global conflict began with Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1931.
 • The League of Nations condemned the action; Japan simply withdrew from the league.
 • In 1937, Japan launched a full-
 scale invasion of China.
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The Rape of Nanking
 • The Nanking Massacre was a war crime committed by the Japanese military in Nanking, the capital of the Republic of China after it fell to the Imperial Japanese Army on December 13, 1937.
 • The Japanese army committed rape, looting, arson, and the execution of prisoners of war and civilians.
 • A large number of women and children were also killed, as rape and murder became more widespread.
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The Rape of Nanking
 • According to the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, the total number of civilians and prisoners of war murdered in Nanking during the first six weeks of the Japanese occupation was over 200,000. This fact has been verified by the discovery of 155,000 buried bodies.
 • Most were bound with their hands tied behind their backs. These figures do not take into account those persons whose bodies were destroyed by burning, by throwing them into the Yangtze River, or otherwise disposed of by the Japanese.[
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Why were the numerically superior Chinese so easily defeated by the Japanese? Why did the Chinese resistance efforts fail?
 • As part of the Chinese resistance movement, nationalist and Communists formed a “united front” against the Japanese. They were unable to work together effectively.
 • Throughout the war, Communists gained popular support.
 • Japan established a Triple Pact with Germany and Italy in 1940. Japan also signed a neutrality pact with the Soviet Union in 1941.
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What specific steps taken by Italy and Germany in the 1930’s were direct violations of the Treaty of Versailles?
 – After the Great War, Italians felt slighted at the Paris Peace Conference, and Italy’s economy never recovered.
 – Mussolini promised national glory and an empire.
 – Italy annexed Libya and invaded Ethiopia in 1935-1936. Two hundred fifty-thousand Ethiopians were killed.
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What specific steps taken by Italy and Germany in the 1930’s were direct violations of the Treaty of Versailles?
 – Germany felt deep resentment because of the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.
 – Hitler, who blamed Jews, communists, and liberals for losing the war and accepting the treaty, withdrew Germany from the League of Nations in 1933.
 – He rebuilt the military and air force and reinstated the draft.
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What specific steps taken by Italy and Germany in the 1930’s were direct violations of the Treaty of Versailles?
 – He took back the Rhineland in 1936 and annexed Austria in 1938.
 – He reclaimed Sudetenland from western Czechoslovakia in 1938.
 – France, Britain, and the United States did nothing.
 – The Russian-German Treaty of Non-Aggression, 1939, shocked the world
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Describe the strategy of the blitzkrieg. How were the Germans able to overwhelm continental Europe so quickly?
 • Germany used the strategy of a "lightening war,” which were unannounced, surprise attacks. In September 1939, the Nazis defeated Poland in one month. The area was divided between Germany and the Soviet Union.
 • In the Battle of the Atlantic, German U-boats were used against British ship convoys.
 • In the Spring of 1940, the Nazis defeated France and swiftly conquered Denmark, Norway, Belgium, and the Netherlands. Italy entered the war on the Nazis’ side.
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Describe the strategy of the blitzkrieg. How were the Germans able to overwhelm continental Europe so quickly?
 • At the Battle of Britain, Germany attacked the British solely through air attacks. The aerial bombing killed 40,000 British civilians.
 • By the summer of 1941, Germany controlled the Balkans and North Africa.
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Describe the strategy of the blitzkrieg. How were the Germans able to overwhelm continental Europe so quickly?
 • Operation Barbarossa was the German surprise invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941.
 • The Blitzkrieg strategies were less effective in Russia.
 • There were 360 Soviet divisions against 150 German divisions.
 • Hitler underestimated the Soviet industrial capacity.
 • Stalin quickly moved Soviet industry east to the Ural Mountains.
 • The Russian winter caught German troops ill-prepared
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What steps did the U.S. take to support the Allies, both in Asia and in Europe, before Pearl Harbor?
 • Roosevelt sold and then "loaned" arms and war material to the British (Lend-Lease Act).
 • Later, the U.S. provided supplies to the Soviets and the Chinese.
 • Japanese expansion continued into southeast Asia from 1940-1941.
 • The United States responded by freezing Japanese assets and implementing oil embargo.
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What was the Japanese purpose in attacking the United States? What was their long-range
 plan? – Japan demanded U.S. withdrawal from
 China and Southeast Asia. – Prime Minister Tojo Hikedi developed a
 plan of attack on December 7, 1941. The U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor was attacked by Japanese pilots.
 – The United States declared war on Japan; Germany and Italy declared war on the United States.
 – Japan advanced swiftly in the Pacific and southeast Asia. Japan conquered the Philippines, Dutch East Indies, Indochina, Burma, Singapore.
 – The slogan "Asia for Asia" masked Japanese imperialism against fellow Asians.
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Compare the occupation policies of Germany and Japan during the war.
 •Japanese conquests were governed by puppet governments, independent allies, or military control.
 •In German-conquered territories, so-called racially "superior" people were given greater autonomy. In northern Europe, civilian governments were under German supervision. •In eastern Europe, conquered territories were taken over by military.
 DIFFERENCES
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Compare the occupation policies of Germany and Japan during the war.
 •Both Japan and Germany exploited conquered states, resources, and peoples. Slave labor was conscripted from conquered populations to work in factories Labor was conscripted from Poles, Soviets, Balkans, also Chinese and Koreans. •Many local people accepted, even collaborated with occupying forces. In Asia, Japanese domination was not much different from European domination. • Others aided conquerors to gain power in new administration.
 SIMILARITIES
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What factors led to the defeat of the Axis Powers?
 • The U.S. and the Soviet Union brought vital personnel and industry to Allies.
 • The German subs sank 2,452 merchants’ ships, but the U.S. shipyards built more.
 • The Allied victories came after 1943.
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What factors led to the defeat of the Axis Powers?
 – Russians defeated the Germans at Stalingrad, pushed them back
 – In 1944, British-U.S. troops invaded North Africa and then Italy
 – In June 1944, British-U.S. forces invaded northern France at Normandy and overwhelmed Germans on the coast of Normandy on June 6, 1944. Round-the-clock strategic bombing by United States and Britain leveled German cities.
 – The Germans surrendered unconditionally in May 1944; Hitler committed suicide.
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What factors led to the defeat of the Axis Powers?
 – At the Battle of Midway in June 1942, the United States broke Japanese code The U.S. used an Island-hopping strategy: moving to islands close to Japan for air attacks
 – There was savage fighting on the islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. The Japanese used suicide kamikaze pilots.
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What factors led to the defeat of the Axis Powers?
 – U.S. firebombing raids devastated Japanese cities: in Tokyo, one hundred thousand were killed.
 – In August 1945: atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki killed two hundred thousand.
 – The Soviet Union declared war on Japan on August 8, 1945. The Japanese emperor surrendered unconditionally on August 15, 1945, ending World War II.
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How did the war affect civilian populations, families, and women on the home front?
 • Over half a million British, 350,000 American women joined auxiliary services.
 • Soviet and Chinese women took up arms and joined resistance groups.
 • Women's social roles changed dramatically. By taking jobs or heading families, women gained independence and confidence.
 • "Comfort women": Japanese armies forcibly recruited three hundred thousand women to serve in military brothels. 80 percent of comfort women came from Korea. Many were massacred by Japanese soldiers; survivors experienced deep shame.
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