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 How children learn to read What are graded readers?
 “Top-down” processing to understand meaning Children usually learn to read in their f irst language between the ages of f ive and eight. They start by listening to an adult read while they follow the pictures in a book and gradually realize that the printed sentences match the information they hear.
 Using familiar, traditional stories like Cinderella or Little Red Riding Hood is a great way to begin reading in a foreign language because children often already know the storylines. Once children know the content of the story, they can pay attention to what each sentence really means, rather than just reading the words. This is called “top-down” processing because children work from comprehension of the whole meaning of the story in a mental map, down to the recognition of individual sentences and words.
 “Bottom-up” processing from individual words Children also begin to recognize how letter sounds combine to make a whole word, for example, how the letters c, a, and t make the sound of the word “cat”. Then, they learn how individual words form sentences. This is called “bottom-up” processing because reading is built up from small parts. It is also referred to as “decoding” as children learn how letter sounds combine to make words.
 Children whose f irst language does not use the English alphabet will need to spend time learning the alphabet sounds. Then, they can play with individual letter cards to make words. It is best to start with words such as “look”, “book”, and “cook”, which have regular correspondences between how they sound and they are spelled. This is called the “phonics” approach to reading.
 Becoming a f luent reader
 All children use the same “top-down” and “bottom-up” processes in reading, whether they are reading in a foreign language or their f irst language. However, a big difference is how many words children know. In their f irst language, beginner readers will know approximately 2,000 words in spoken language. Children learning a foreign language only meet about 500 words in their f irst 100 hours of learning English, and they will remember only some of those words.
 Reading is the most important skill that children learn. It is the key to learning about the world for themselves. Enabling children to read f luently, so that they can read and learn on their own, is the goal of both teacher and parent. Graded reading books give beginner readers a step-by-step path to independent reading by offering books that are shorter and simpler than normal books. Graded readers gradually introduce new vocabulary and sentence structures at a pace that allows children to gain confidence as they learn to read.
 Ladybird's English language teaching series, Ladybird Readers, has been leveled by experts to gradually introduce key words to learners of English as they begin their reading journey. The levels follow the
 Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) and support those students who are taking the Cambridge Young Learners English (YLE) exams. For more information on the CEFR and YLE exams, please go to page 6 of this guide.
 look book cook
 cat
 Ladybird Readers levels
 Level 1Pre A1 YLE starters 100—200 headwords
 Level 2A1 YLE movers 200—300 headwords
 Level 3A1 + YLE movers 300—600 headwords
 Level 4A2 YLE f lyers 600—900 headwords
 C
 oming soon
 Starter Level
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 Why use Ladybird Readers?Young English-language learners need specially written books that grade the language using words they already know, while providing the opportunity to learn a handful of extra words that relate specif ically to the story via a glossary or “Picture words” section. Graded readers for beginners will use just 100 to 200 words that children will recognize from their English lessons. As children learn more English, they move up a step to a level of graded reader that uses more words in slightly longer texts. This step-by-step approach is motivating because learners can see how they are progressing, and they discover that reading narrative texts is achievable and fun.
 Graded readers help children to become f luent readers by providing extensive reading. Extensive reading is about giving children a variety of books, including nonf iction titles, and encouraging them to read at least one book every two weeks. Reading widely also helps children to learn about the different ways of organizing meaning in books. For example, they learn the difference between stories, which organize events in a storyline from beginning to middle to end, and nonf iction, which organizes information into classif ications, such as animals that live in cold climates and animals that live in hot climates. In many school subjects, understanding how the real world is described through nonf iction is key to learning.
 Ladybird Books, part of Penguin Random House, is an internationally recognized publisher of children’s books, and has produced high-quality reading material for more than 100 years. Ladybird Readers builds on this reputation to provide an experience of reading a variety of short, whole books as recommended by the Extensive Reading Foundation (http://erfoundation.org/wordpress).
 Teachers and children can choose from: Traditional stories children may
 know already, such as Cinderella. Stories about much-loved character
 brands like Peter Rabbit or Topsy and Tim.
 Stories of everyday adventures featuring children like themselves.
 Nonf iction books about the world around them.
 Ladybird is also famous for the quality of the illustrations that accompany the words. Great care has been taken to match a small number of words with a large illustrated scene on each page, so that children can use the pictures to check the meaning of the words. Ladybird works with the best artists to produce beautifully designed illustrations that support understanding of the story.
 1
 3
 2
 4
 5
 Why do we need graded readers?
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 Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR)
 Most teaching programs and textbooks for learners of English as a foreign language are based on the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). This framework describes how learners use simple language to communicate at a basic level (A1) and then progress toward communications that require more vocabulary and longer grammatical structures (B1 upward). The aim of most primary language teaching is to ensure that each child becomes a Basic User of English at the A1 or A2 level of the CEFR. English textbooks for young learners often introduce simplif ied language at this Basic User level. This same simplif ied language is used as a grading framework for the early levels of Ladybird Readers.
 At the Basic User level, children encounter the most common, everyday words that are short and easily remembered. Experts have created the word lists for each level of the Ladybird Readers with this aim in mind. Each reader also introduces some new words that are specif ic to the story or topic.
 Cambridge Young Learner English Exams (YLE)As well as using the CEFR as their guiding framework, the Ladybird Readers series is also leveled according to the Cambridge Young Learners English Exams (YLE) syllabus.
 Children can take the YLE off icial assessment to grade their reading and writing skills. The table below shows how each Ladybird Readers level f its with these assessments. When your class or child completes the activities at the back of a Ladybird Readers book, you will notice that many activities are marked to show when they are practicing skills for the YLE.
 Assessing children’s progress in readingChildren’s progress in reading usually follows these stages:
 How Ladybird Readers levels fit with the CEFR and YLE exam levels
 Level 2
 Level 1
 Level 4
 Level 3
 A2
 Pre A1
 A1
 A1 +
 YLE f lyers
 YLE starters
 YLE movers
 YLE movers
 Ladybird Readers CEFR level Cambridge Young Learner English Exams level (YLE)
 1
 2
 3
 4
 1 Beginner stage (Level 1)At the f irst stage, children rely on their knowledge of the “top-down” general meaning of the story. They will use clues from the pictures and the shape of a word. In “bottom-up” processing, they will start to identify the sounds made by the letters.
 2 Mastering decoding (Levels 2 to 3)At this stage, young learners will be able to recognize familiar words and read short parts of the text with clear pronunciation.
 3 Reading independently (Level 4)At this stage, young learners will be able to use both “top-down” and “bottom-up” strategies independently with graded readers. They are ready to read on their own and to choose their own books.
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 How to use graded readers in the classroom
 Children aged f ive to eight learn f irst from sharing a book with an expert reader who reads aloud to them. As a classroom teacher, you will begin by choosing a book for the whole class to share as you read aloud. Children can follow using their own copy of the reader. The youngest children learn basic skills, such as how to follow the text from left to right. Older children will know how to read, but will still enjoy hearing the book read to them, because it helps them to follow the story.
 If you put lots of expression into your reading, children will learn how your voice changes from making statements to asking questions, and how dialogue sounds different from the narration of the story. So, for example, if you were reading the page below, you would speak in the angry voice of the witch as she challenges Dorothy over the shoes. Different voices could also be created for the lion, tin man, and scarecrow to differentiate their characters and give them color and charm.
 During reading
 Read the whole story aloud, but check that the children are following you. Be prepared to stop and help them if they become lost. At the end, check the children’s understanding, referring to three or four pictures in the book from its beginning, middle, and end. This helps develop children’s skills in “top-down” processing by enabling them to make a mental map of the storyline.
 Even the youngest children should be able to follow the printed sentences in their books on a second reading. They begin to grasp the structure of how one sentence builds from the previous sentence. Ask the children to put their f inger on the beginning of each sentence and trace through each of its parts as you say it. This method of “f inger following” helps make them aware that their eye is tracking from left to right across the line of printed text. The ability to eye-track from word to word is an important part of “bottom-up” processing.
 Listen and repeat parts of the textTraditional stories often have phrases in dialogues that are repeated throughout the text. Encourage children to join in your reading of a story by repeating these phrases. For example, they can repeat this dialogue from Topsy and Tim: Go to the Zoo (Level 1):
 “No, you cannot have a penguin!” says Mommy.
 “No, you cannot have a zebra!” says Dad.
 Gradually increase the amount that children can repeat from the text to develop their reading confidence.
 Before reading
 Use the book’s cover and the “Picture words” page at the beginning of each book to excite the children’s interest. Hold up the cover of The Wizard of Oz, for example. Ask questions such as: “Who is she?”; “What kind of animal is this?”; “Where are they?”; and, “Where are they going?” to check whether children already know something about the story and its key words.
 Write the key words on the board, or on cards, so that learners can focus on the shape of the word. Point out the letters in the word and pronounce the sound that each letter makes. Then say the whole word, so that children hear how the letter sounds come together. Get the class to pronounce the whole words after you.
 lion
 road
 Dorothy
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 Paired reading Paired reading is a technique to give children the conf idence to read aloud by sharing the reading with an expert reader who may be another adult or an older child. The child and the expert reader take turns to read a page or a part in a dialogue.
 After reading Reading should always be followed by comprehension checks. The activities at the end of the readers will help you check general comprehension of the story or nonf iction narrative. You can also reinforce children’s mental map by recreating the story visually. One way to do this is to get them to draw the storyline; another way is to encourage them to act out the story.
 You will also need to work on “bottom-up” word recognition. Start with familiar words that begin or end with the consonants s, t, p, and l, and then move on to other consonants. Write the words on cards with the initial letter in a different color. Then, ask children to f ind the same word in their books. Use the same method to get children to recognize vowels in the middle of words.
 After this, introduce spelling activities. Teach children to learn how to spell words by the method of “Look, Cover, Write, Check”. Children look at the printed word; cover the word; write the word themselves; then check their written word by comparing it with the printed word.
 You can also play games with word cards to encourage children to read quickly at sight. One good game is to divide the class into two teams and put two words on the board, for example, “Venus” or “Jupiter”. Say one word out loud. A child from each team has to race to the board to touch the correct word f irst.
 Independent reading As children become conf ident in reading, they can choose their own books and work at their own pace. This is most likely to happen at Level 4 in the Ladybird Readers series. Before they start reading the books, ask them what they already know about the topics and what they want to f ind out. If the children are reading Sam and the Robots (Level 4), for example, ask them what they already know about robots. Then, ask them what other things they’d like to learn about robots. Write some questions on the board about the robots in the story for the children to answer after reading; this will help them to organize their mental map of the text. When they have f inished the story, ask them to tell you the answers to your questions and also to complete the activities at the back of the book. Another idea is to ask children to write a review of the book for others in the class.
 Sharing a story at home with a parent or caregiver is one of the most powerful reading experiences for children. As homework, you and your child may reread together the story that the whole class is reading at school. Or you may have chosen your own books to read. Either way, you are able to work at your child’s own pace and, where relevant, relate the book to experiences you have had together as a family.
 Use the same “before reading” and “during reading” techniques as recommended on pages 8 to 10 for classroom use. Paired reading is also particularly recommended in this situation. If children have diff iculty saying a word, give them a short time to correct themselves, but if they can’t do this, just say the word quietly and move on to the next part of the book.
 Some parents are happy to read to their child in English; others feel more comfortable if they can play an audio version downloaded from the internet. At other times, your child may want to listen and read on their own. Please visit www.ladybird.com/ladybirdreaders for the audio download and extra material for each book.
 Jupiter
 Venus
 Using Ladybird Readers at home
 11
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 How to use the activities in the readers
 Comprehension of meaning In Level 1, the f irst activity often tests comprehension of key words. Children read a sentence, for example, “This is the girl.”, and put a if the sentence matches the picture, or a if it does not.
 There is also often a selection of simple true or false questions for children to work their way through.
 Another activity to test comprehension requires children to read incomplete sentences about the story and then write in the missing word.
 “What?” and “Where?” questions, such as those found in activity 11 in The Red Knight (Level 3), test a higher level of comprehension. These require children to produce a spoken or written response. At f irst, children say or write one-word answers, such as yes or no. Then, they progress to whole sentences.
 Decoding words and building sentences
 Reordering jumbled letters to form a word from a picture prompt, f inding the hidden words in a word search, and solving crossword puzzles are all activities that help children decode individual words.
 Children also need to pay attention to the word order and grammar in sentences. Two activities that practice this include sentences composed of jumbled words, and finding the matching halves of sentences.
 Vocabulary Each reader contains a “Picture words” section at the beginning of the book. This gives children a way to check the meaning of words they may not know or remember. When children learn the meaning of words, it is an important step forward in using words independently. For example, activity 1 of The Pied Piper of Hamelin (Level 4) asks children to match a def inition with a key word, such as, “This person’s job is to make a town safe and clean for all the people. (mayor)” Encourage learners at Level 4 to make their own dictionary of words and def initions.
 Writing Many of the reading skills activities also develop children’s writing skills. F irst, get children to practice writing sentences to answer questions in the book. Then, encourage them to make their own “zigzag book” version of a story*.
 Speaking The speaking activities in the books give children four reasons to communicate with others in English:
 1 To talk about the story and their response to it, for example, in The Pied Piper of Hamelin (Level 4), “What was the mayor’s biggest mistake?”2 To ask and f ind out information, for example, in Dinosaurs (Level 1), “Which dinosaur was this? What color was it?” 3 To relate what they have read to their personal experience, for example, in Peter Rabbit Goes to the Treehouse (Level 2), “Would you like to make a treehouse with your friends?”4 To compare pictures, for example, in Sharks (Level 3), “Work with a friend. Look at the two pictures. Talk about these two sharks.”
 To get children to talk to each other, you need to demonstrate how to work with a partner. Encourage two children to ask and answer questions, working as partners, in front of the class. Then, get every child to work with a partner. Go around the class to listen and give feedback.
 Using the audio downloads All the readers have an audio download available in a choice of British English or American English. Children can either read independently while listening to the audio version or listen to the story without reading. The audio recordings also help children to practice intonation and pronunciation, and can be used at home as well as in the classroom. All audio downloads are available at www.ladybird.com/ladybirdreaders
 * A “zigzag book” is a long strip of eight pictures with a sentence underneath each picture to describe the stage of the story. The pictures are folded back-to-back in eight equal sections using an accordion pleat, to create a small eight-page book. Children draw their own pictures and copy sentences to make a personal version of the story to take home.
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 Using the Ladybird Readers activity books
 The activity books that accompany each reader give children further opportunities to practice language skills, such as speaking, listening, singing, reading, spelling, and writing. An answer key for each title is available to download at www.ladybird.com/ladybirdreaders, so that children can do the activities on their own and later check their answers. This enables them to work outside the classroom, perhaps with a parent or caregiver at home.
 Listening skills The activity books uniquely offer specially written listening activities that allow children to practice how to listen carefully for “top-down” comprehension of the whole story, as well as “bottom-up” details of specif ic information. An example of listening for specif ic information is found in activity 6 of the The Jungle Book (Level 3) activity book. Here, children have to listen and identify details about Mowgli.
 There are also activities in some of the activity books, where children listen and color a picture. The audio tracks for the listening activities are available as downloads on the website.
 Singing skills Children love singing. The inclusion of songs in the Ladybird Readers activity books also fulf ills specif ic language-learning criteria of spelling, reading, writing, and singing. The rhythm and melody of each song helps children to memorize the words and pronounce them clearly.
 You can help children to remember the song by drawing attention to repeated patterns. For example, you can show how the sounds made by the letter patterns -ot, -op, and -ook are repeated in different words in this song from The Magic Porridge Pot (Level 1):
 Reading and spelling skills extension
 The activity book activities practice the skills of “top-down” reading through some familiar and some new types of activity, for example, recreating the story from a set of pictures and sentences in jumbled order. There is also a strong emphasis on spelling activities. At Levels 1 and 2, there are activities to help children quickly identify the letters that begin and end words, such as reading curving “snakes” of joined-up words. At later reading levels, children are asked to decide on the correct spelling of a word from two possibilities.
 Critical thinking skills Reading books helps children to mentally categorize and compare things and situations. These are skills of central importance in developing academic learning at school.
 The activity books have specif ic activities to encourage these critical thinking skills. For example, activity 5 of The Magic Porridge Pot (Level 1) asks children to categorize a set of words into clothes, animals, or places to live. Other activities encourage children to ref lect on story characters and their motivations. Activity 11 in the Cinderella activity book (Level 1) asks:
 Who do you like in the story of Cinderella? Who is not nice in the story?
 Skills key
 The activities in both the readers and the activity books provide a helpful key to show which skills are being practiced and developed during an exercise:
 Ladybird Readers key
 Spelling and writing
 Reading
 Speaking
 Critical thinking
 Preparation for the Cambridge Young Learners Exams
 Ladybird Readers activity book key
 Singing *
 Reading
 Speaking
 Critical thinking
 Spelling
 Writing
 Listening*
 * To complete these activities, listen to the audio download available at www.ladybird.com/ladybirdreaders
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 The traditional tales, original stories,
 favorite characters, and nonf iction texts
 that make up the Ladybird Readers series
 can be the start of further exploration
 of ideas through drama, children’s own
 creative writing, and artistic expression in
 posters and other visual media. Children
 will really see in these extension activities
 how words and texts help us to explain
 the world we live in. And in making this
 realization, they will have discovered the
 exceptional power of reading.
 For more information about Ladybird Readers, please visit www.ladybird.com/ladybirdreaders
 Going beyond the reader
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