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Watch ITBurbules and Callister
 Chapters 1-3
 By Harmony Quinn and Laurie Justice

Page 2
                        

Did you Know? Video
 Chapter 1The Risky Promises and promising risks of new information technologies for education
 

Page 3
                        

“Are blackboards good or bad for teaching? Do textbooks help children learn? Does television promote or inhibit educational opportunities?” p. 1
 Burbules and Callister pose some interesting questions at the beginning of the book. What are your thoughts about blackboards, textbooks, and televisions do they help or hinder these educational opportunities? Are there better ways of demonstrating information in today’s classroom?

Page 4
                        

On page 2, Burbules and Callister state, “Once computers and the Internet became widely available and affordable in this country, for example, it was no longer a choice subject to educators’ control whether they would become important to jobs, to entertainment, to social interaction, and to a host of learning opportunities outside of the control of schools at all levels.”
 Do you agree or disagree that educators no longer have a choice as to whether they should implement these new technologies? Back your point of view with examples.

Page 5
                        

Revised Huckleberry Finn Sparks a Debate from NBC Learn
 Do you think having this “cooked data” is helping or hindering us as educators?
 “Researchers use the phrase “cooked data” to suggest information that has been made up or altered to fit pre-existing conclusions. But actually information is always cooked (as opposed to raw): it is always selected, filtered, interpret, and extracted from a background set of assumptions that are implicit (rarely explicit) in the “information itself” Page 3-4

Page 6
                        

“Tools do not only help us accomplish (given) purposes; they may create new purposes, new ends, that were never considered before the tools made them possible. […] Tools may have certain intended uses and purposes, but they frequently acquire new, unexpected uses and have new, unexpected effects.” P. 5-6
 What are some examples of tools that started out having one purpose but the purpose has changed, new outcomes were considered, or we found unexpected use of the tools we were given?

Page 7
                        

“ There are fairly specific ways in which we are changed, culturally and psychologically, by the technologies we use […] our bodies, our health, the physical environment in which we try to survive, are altered as well.” Page 6
 In groups, come up with ways that technology has changed you. There are examples that you can pull from the book to help you start.
 Groups: Our bodies, our health, physical environment

Page 8
                        

“In our view, the implications of new information and communication technologies for education offer a mixture of transformative possibilities and deeply disturbing prospects, not as “benefits and costs” to be weighed against each other, but as inseparable dimensions of the type of changes these technologies represent.” P. 7
 Burbules and Callister explain “how these technologies are typically framed, explain why we think they are unhelpful and propose a different way of thinking about such policy choices” Which of them do you most agree with?
 “Computer as panacea” p. 8“Computer as a tool” p. 9“Computer as non-neutral tool” p. 10

Page 9
                        

Chapter 2- Dilemmas of Access and Credibility
 from Whom? Access to What?
 NPR Clip
 

Page 10
                        

“It is obvious enough that merely solving the technical problems of putting classrooms (or home, for that matter) “online” will be insufficient if perspective users do not also have an opportunity to develop the skills and attitudes necessary to take advantage of those resources.” Page 20
 Why do you think it is not a matter of just putting people “online” that will solve these problems? Why is it so important for everyone to have online access?

Page 11
                        

Commercial Break
 

Page 12
                        

“While it is often possible to do specific things more quickly, there is a significant amount of time first spent on setting things up, trouble-shooting, figure out new shortcuts, and so forth-arrangements that we think will save us time on some future occasion.” Page 24
 Do you think set up and trouble-shooting issues have turned many educators away from using “new” or the “newest” technologies?

Page 13
                        

5 features of online communication that are not neutral in their nature and effects: 1. Both synchronous (“real time”) and asynchronous communication. Page 282. Does not require one to disclose personal information. Page 28
 3. Messages sent to a collective, “public” group or a person-to-person message. Page 294. Communication is mostly in writing. Page 295. Hypertexting Page 29
 Of the 5 online communications Burblues and Callister mention, Which one do you think has the most disadvantages in a schools setting? Least disadvantages?

Page 14
                        

“A user who cannot discern what is useful, what is believable, what is interesting, what is important, will literally be overwhelmed.” P. 33
 What are some ways you help yourself from becoming “overwhelmed” with these issues? Do you think this is a learned skill or do you think it is skill that one can acquire over time?

Page 15
                        

“As educators, we are supposed to be more reflective than most people about the ways in which we can intentionally create learning experiences and opportunities that expand the scope of human possibility. […] ” Page 38
 Later in that same paragraph Burbules and Callister ask “What forms are new educational technologies taking, and what forms are we taking along with them? Who is the “we” that is included here, and who is not being included?” What are your thoughts about their questions they pose?

Page 16
                        

Chapter 3Hypertext: Knowledge at the Crossroads

Page 17
                        

On p. 43, we are told that chapter 3 may “read in a different order from that presented here. Readers who might consider these sections in an alternative sequence would no doubt see some new connections that we did not anticipate or highlight in our original organization.”
 How did you feel about the hypertext model of chapter 3? Did anyone read it in a different order?

Page 18
                        

On p. 48, Burbules and Callister say that “in a hypertext, any information point should be seen not as simply an isolated ‘fact’ or a discrete reference point, but as a node of multiple intersecting lines of association.”
 Can you think of examples of this? How does this truly “level” the nodes in that none are more important than the other?

Page 19
                        

The dilemma on p. 49: “If hypertexts do make possible the manifold linkage of nodes to different points of association, they also have the effect of fragmenting and decontextualizing each node...”
 What are the pros/cons of hypertext? https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i3cD6VkWxXPgZgJgJ6J0p5UYc711giRmC8bVgaaLTDg/edit?hl=en
 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i3cD6VkWxXPgZgJgJ6J0p5UYc711giRmC8bVgaaLTDg/edit?hl=en
 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i3cD6VkWxXPgZgJgJ6J0p5UYc711giRmC8bVgaaLTDg/edit?hl=en
 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i3cD6VkWxXPgZgJgJ6J0p5UYc711giRmC8bVgaaLTDg/edit?hl=en
 https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i3cD6VkWxXPgZgJgJ6J0p5UYc711giRmC8bVgaaLTDg/edit?hl=en

Page 20
                        

On p. 53, they state that: “In such an environment, the new inventions of knowledge will be heuristics: meaningful and useful ways of putting things together in the face of a morass of overwhelming information.”
 Give examples of some kinds of heuristics. Why will they be needed?

Page 21
                        

On p. 55, we are introduced to readers’ approaches to hypertexts. Which type of approach do you use more often? Which approach do your students use?
 Approach Characteristics
 Surfers (p. 64) Jumps from information node to node, without creating meaningful connections
 Browsers Casual readers, don’t need navigational aides, may want a record of their previous selections
 Users Looking for something specific, need directional information
 Critical Users (p. 64) Use the hypertext as an important resource, but also can realize that it may not contain everything
 Hyperreaders “Can move around within the hypertext and set up shop for themselves, creating new knowledge, constructing personalized systems, and so on”

Page 22
                        

On p. 58, we are told that “The dangers of hypertext are not only that they might be too rigidly structured and directive. Others fear that hypertexts may be too unstructured to accommodate the needs of learners…”
 Do you see hypertext as too structured or too unstructured? Why?

Page 23
                        

“Do we truly want a knowledge environment in which individuals can construct entirely personal and idiosyncratic ways of organizing information, without regard to the ways in which communities of culture and tradition have tended to connect and prioritize things in certain ways rather than others?” p. 62

Page 24
                        

On p. 64, Burbules and Callister tell us that “the level of ‘critical user’ may define the level of sophistication that we can expect most readers to achieve in their interactions with hypertext.”
 As teachers, how can we help our students to become “critical users?” See pages 63-65.
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