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 WHAT IS AFTERCARE?
 AfterCare is a Mercy Home program that offers lifelong support, encouragement and resources to former residents and their families. It was created in 1981 as a way of keeping in touch with youth who moved beyond our residential care. Just like any family, Mercy Home is always there to guide and support our children, and if need be, welcome them back Home.
 WHO DOES AFTERCARE SERVE?
 Anyone who spent time in our residential care is welcome — along with their family members — to find guidance, support and encouragement in our AfterCare program.
 WHAT DOES AFTERCARE DO?
 Our AfterCare team is always there to help former residents as they build self-reliant and independent lives. Among the services offered, AfterCare helps its members with employment, housing and academic support. The team guides former residents through scholarship and job applications, helps them plan for their financial futures, and even offers counseling to help guide members in their personal lives.
 WHAT IS A CARE MANAGER?
 A Care Manager is a member of the AfterCare team, someone who works one-on-one with former residents to help guide them and offer support and encouragement when needed.
 WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A MEMBER OF AFTERCARE?
 Aside from keeping former residents in touch with Mercy Home, AfterCare encourages members to set goals and dreams for their futures, while giving them the resources and tools to achieve them. AfterCare helps its members work toward independence, from securing a good job that allows them financial security to helping them find a safe and affordable place to live. AfterCare also offers a host of social outings for former Mercy Home youth, such as sporting events, service trips, picnics and holiday gatherings.
 AfterCare at a Glance
 L I F E L O N G S U P P O R T
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T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 3
 As I watch our kids grow up, I wonder, just like a parent, what they’ll be like when they leave Home. I wonder what kind of job they’ll have, whether they’ll get married, where they’ll live.
 Luckily, because of our AfterCare program, I know they’ll never really be gone. Our arms will always be open to them when they need love, encouragement and advice — just as adult children so often do. We’ve been offering guidance and services to our grown children since 1981, when Father Jim Close created AfterCare so kids never had to leave our family. I can’t tell you how excited I am that the program will soon be able to offer support to our family members who need help getting on their feet in yet another critical way.
 We’ll soon be opening the doors of our new AfterCare residence, a three-story apartment building in Chicago’s South Shore community that will offer 21 units of transitional, affordable housing for former Mercy Home residents and their young families. It will be far more than a place to live, as our residents will also have onsite access to career, educational and counseling resources. It also warms my heart to know they will be part of a
 community of other AfterCare residents who will support each other in taking steps toward their goals in work, education and raising their families.
 I hope you’ll turn to page 6, where you can read about Tony, a youth dear to my heart who, after five years under our wing, has found in our new expansion exactly what he needs to stay strong in his determination to lead a successful life.
 On pages 8 and 9, you can learn all about the how’s and why’s of the building’s construction. We even have the blueprints of the building for you to see. And if you flip to pages 12–13, I think you’ll especially enjoy reading about how some of our own kids — like Tim — have given back to us by becoming involved in the construction project.
 I can’t thank you enough for making this expansion possible. I’m eager to show you how beautifully your support for our kids has paid off. With your friendship, they will now have more resources to heal and rebuild their lives than ever before.
 Blessings,
 Father Scott’s Reflection
 ContentsExpansion Q&A 4–5
 Once Homeless, Now Hopeful 6–7
 Apartment Construction Begins 8–9
 Planned Gifts Offer Ideal Solution 10–11
 AfterCare Member Steps Up 12–13
 Naming Opportunities Available 14
 Our Growth Through the Years 15
 Expanding Mercy Home
 For an insider’s look around our Mercy Home, please
 visit www.mercyhome.org.
 Father Scott’s Reflection
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 E X P A N S I O N Q & A
 Q: Can you tell us about your work with Mercy Home?
 A: I’ve been at Mercy Home for 15 years, 13 of which I worked with the youth in residence. I’ve always been passionate about supporting communities — and I was excited to get out in the neighborhoods and work with kids after they left our care. So I made the switch to AfterCare. When I heard about a possible building initiative through AfterCare, I thought that was just awesome. We deal with housing concerns weekly with our members and there aren’t a lot of resources out there to help. So this expansion is going to be a really great opportunity.
 Q: What impact do you think Mercy Home can have on the surrounding community by taking on this new building?
 A: A lot of the potential tenants are actually from the area or from communities that struggle with similar issues — safety, lack of a good education, etc. The neighborhood’s not going to change until the actual residents step forward and take ownership of it. AfterCare members understand the importance of giving back, and what needs to happen in these neighborhoods to effect change. This change can be as simple as cleaning up trash on the streets… The concept and environment we’re trying to create within the building will lend itself naturally to community service. Even before the construction started, we began creating relationships throughout the community. Presence is everything. Just showing that Mercy Home and our AfterCare members care about the goings-on in the area… that’s half the battle — just caring.
 Q: What sort of community relationships is the AfterCare team working to forge?
 A: We’ve been reaching out to neighborhood churches, food pantries, the local police station, and programs for children — any resources that our families can use. Our goal is to show our families how to utilize the resources in the neighborhood themselves, instead of only depending on Mercy Home.
 Q: Will AfterCare members pay rent?
 A: Yes, and they’ll do so on a sliding scale. A common problem with so many families we work with is that rent is usually too high. When they do find a place they can afford, they oftentimes can only do so in a dangerous neighborhood — where they’re sacrificing good schools and safety. Many of them also deal with landlords who either can’t afford their bills or are in the process of losing the building. That being said, our members have had issues like having the water and heat shut off because the landlord’s not taking care of the building.
 This new building will give them the opportunity for affordable living, and the resources and guidance they need to not live paycheck to paycheck. We’ll focus on learning to budget and build a savings, all with the hope that these members will move on after one to three years. For many of the tenants, this might be their first apartment — and we’re going to be there to make sure they don’t have to worry about extremely high rent or safety issues. For them, this property will be a blessing.
 A Conversation on the AfterCare ExpansionIn the heart of a Chicago South Side neighborhood, construction is now underway on Mercy Home’s new AfterCare building. While workers transform a time-worn building into a clean, safe and affordable Home for former residents and their young families, we found an opportunity to sit down with AfterCare staff member Marc Washington for a firsthand look at this exciting initiative.
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 Father Scott, I would like to be a Guardian Angel and support education through the Legacy of Learning!I will do my best to share a regular gift of: $___________ Monthly Quarterly
 I’m enclosing my first Guardian Angel gift of: $___________
 Name ___________________________________
 Address _________________________________
 City ____________________________________
 State _________ Zip _______________
 Please mail your gift to: Mercy Home for Boys & Girls 1140 West Jackson Blvd. Chicago, IL 60607
 Q: Will AfterCare members have a hand in the day-to-day operations of the building?
 A: Definitely. We’re looking to create a tenant association where members have regular meetings to discuss the building, and generally encourage each other to take ownership of the property. They’ll coordinate with a management company for repairs and work needed around the building, looking to staff members only to resolve major issues and offer guidance. We hope that members will take an active role in caring for the building.
 Q: What role will AfterCare staff take in daily life in this new Home?
 A: There will be a staff office for us to work through any situations that may arise. We’re really stressing open communication with our tenants. If members are struggling with their rent, or have concerns about their employment situation, we’ll be there to help them through some of the struggles — and help them learn to utilize the resources in the community to work through problems on their own. Additionally, the support the AfterCare team in our main office provides will be readily available in this new location. That means that young people moving into the new property won’t have to travel across the city for therapeutic services or help finding a job, balancing a budget or filling out school applications.
 Q: How will AfterCare determine when residents are ready to take the next step and move out on their own?
 A: Months prior to move-in day, we’ll be working with future tenants to make sure they’re able to afford their rent, have stable employment and have help planning and budgeting so when they go into this situation, they can be successful. There will be open communication about goals and what each tenant is working toward. We’ll talk about next steps and where our members would like to see themselves after leaving the building. I think sometimes members may need a little push to move out and onto that next step. But that’s where our team comes in. This is going to be such a good opportunity. It’s a first — and it’s going to be a challenge — but with all the support and all the staff investment, this is going to be a great thing. I can’t wait.
 Call 877-Mercy55(877-637-2955)
 to join today!
 Become a Guardian Angel to a ChildEvery day, Guardian Angels make a very real, direct impact on the youth of Mercy Home. Through a committed giving schedule, these dedicated friends pledge to support the programs that help our children turn their lives around.
 There’s no obligation to join the ranks of our Guardian Angels, and any gift amount — large or small — will be most gratefully welcomed by our kids. Just knowing that you have committed your support and prayers to our mission will be a wonderful blessing.
 Please consider becoming a Guardian Angel to our children. Your pledge today will support our Legacy of Learning and provide an excellent education for our kids today, tomorrow and forever.
 T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 5
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 T O N Y ’ S S T O R Y
 ony has been a member of Mercy Home’s family for five years. He’s now 18, has been working at a grocery store for 15 months and saving money — and next year, while he starts his first year of college, he hopes to have a place in our new AfterCare apartments.
 “I’m so lucky to have this chance,” Tony said about the opportunity to live in the new building. “So many people would have given up on me in the last few years. I love Mercy Home because they didn’t.”
 Tony’s history with Mercy Home began when he showed up on our doorstep at age 13, after what had been the toughest year of his life.
 His mother and sister had died in a car wreck about a year before. His father had been in prison since Tony was a small boy, so Tony and his two younger brothers were left
 in the state’s care. At first they lived in a group home, but just a few months later they were taken in by a foster family that ultimately started the process of adopting them.
 While the journey was a struggle for all of the boys, Tony took it the hardest. He was trying his best to be the “man” in his family — a role he had been preparing for from a young age. He didn’t know where he fit in with his new family, and he often found himself lashing out at his foster mother when she verbally abused him and his brothers.
 His foster parents found out about Mercy Home and referred him to our Hay Boys Campus. But it proved to be another change on top of too many that year for Tony. He couldn’t conform to Mercy Home’s rules, and he left after a mere three months.
 Homeless and Hopeless… Until Finding Mercy
 Thanks to the generous support
 of friends like you, Tony hopes
 to find a safe and affordable
 Home in our new AfterCare building.
 t
 6 E X PA N S I O N E D I T I O N 2 0 1 2
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T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 7
 When Tony tried to return to his foster parents’ house, they informed him that while they were still adopting his brothers, they would only continue fostering him. He spent most of the next few years homeless. Occasionally, he tried to return to their house and sometimes he stayed with friends, but mostly he lived on the streets.
 Fortunately, through all this time, Tony kept in touch with Mercy Home’s AfterCare program — who never gave up on him.
 “I spent too long feeling like I didn’t have a future,” Tony said. “But in the last year I’ve realized how much I have to live for. When Mercy helped me get a job and apply to colleges, it was scary. But it made all the difference when I realized the people at Mercy would help me and I wouldn’t have to do all this by myself.”
 Next year, Tony hopes to live in our new AfterCare residence, where he’ll have access right in the building to the career and therapy resources that have helped him so much already. As an AfterCare housing member, he’ll also get to work with a Care Manager who will help him set goals, identify his strengths and work with him to develop a “passion plan” — a plan designed to break down his life goals into smaller steps and identify the resources he needs to achieve them.
 Equally important, he’ll have the encouragement of other young adults in AfterCare who are also working to get on their feet. He’ll be part of a community that supports one another in their goals for the future but also understands the struggles in healing from difficult pasts. And they will have the opportunity to give back to Chicago’s South Shore community, where the home is located.
 “One day, I want to own my own house, maybe in South Shore, and I want to make enough money to have a family,” Tony said. “But I’m not there yet. I want Mercy’s help to stay on the right track and to show me how to get where I want to go.”
 I spent too long feeling like I didn’t have a future, but in the last year
 I’ve realized how much I have to live for.
 ‘’
 T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 7
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 ur AfterCare program has come a long way since its launch in 1981. Back then, as now, our mission was to help needy and troubled children. But Father Jim Close, our then president, knew he had to do even more for our children to guarantee they always had a Home and a loving family to turn to, no matter where life took them. So Father Close created the AfterCare program as a way of ensuring our kids could always seek guidance, whenever they needed it.
 Since then, AfterCare has grown along with our mission. We’ve continually sought new ways to help our former residents navigate the tricky territories of schooling, careers and managing money. Recently, we’ve recognized another important need — affordable, transitional housing — to allow these young people to take steps toward their independence without becoming overwhelmed.
 Last year, we were given the opportunity to take our care of former residents to a new level when a building was donated to us in Chicago’s South Shore neighborhood. We’ve now gutted the building and begun construction to turn the space into apartments for 21 of our AfterCare members and their young families. Rooms will come furnished, and residents will pay rent on a sliding scale.
 We’re excited that the building will be a safe, cost-effective place for our young adults to live. We’ve worked to make the structure energy-efficient — and environmentally friendly — by installing features such as UV-reflective roofing and windows designed to retain more cold and heat, as well as planting new trees on the property to provide shade. To save on waste, we’ve recycled some of the old brick from the building for planter boxes in our courtyard and refinished the current hardwood floors instead of replacing them.
 This is a building that has withstood the test of time: It’s nearly 100 years old, and, with our upgrades, we’ll be able to serve our young adults in it for at least another 100. Our rehab planning was aided by a very special and generous friend — Jeanne Gang, the
 A B U I L D I N G I S B O R N
 Construction Begins on New AfterCare Apartments
 o»We’ve now
 gutted the building
 and begun construction to turn the space
 into apartments for 21 of our
 AfterCare members and
 their young families.
 8 E X PA N S I O N E D I T I O N 2 0 1 2
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T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 9
 visionary architect best known for her work as lead architect of Chicago’s award-winning Aqua Tower.
 But it will be more than just a place to live: Residents will work with AfterCare staff on steps they can take to become independent, healthy and financially responsible. They will have AfterCare resources onsite to help them with anything they need to plan for their future.
 Community also plays a vital role in the new development. Apartments will be arranged in “tribes,” where multiple families will share common spaces so they can foster one another’s personal growth and lend moral support as their neighbors create better lives. There will be safe spaces indoors and a playground outside for parents to bring
 their children to play together.
 We also look forward to becoming a positive presence in the South Shore community. In a neighborhood where many buildings are being torn down to prevent crime, we’re finding a way to do more than simply minimize problems that can lead to tragedy. We hope to set an example of how to live a life free of drugs and violence, and to partner with organizations in the community to make the neighborhood a better place for everyone.
 Thank you for your support in helping our AfterCare program — and most importantly, our kids — take this huge new and unprecedented step. Because of your friendship, our children will have more opportunities to secure a bright future than they ever imagined.
 A B U I L D I N G I S B O R N
 T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 9
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 P L A N N E D G I V I N G
 n a hot, sunny day this summer I received a phone call from a friend of Mercy Home. She called to tell me she could no longer support our Home in the same way she had for many years, and it was obvious she was distraught. You see, her adult son had recently moved back home. Not only that, but she and her husband were attending to his ailing mother, and money was becoming tight for them.
 This friend of Mercy Home is not alone in her struggle. She is part of what many call the “Sandwich Generation,” caring for both adult children and elderly parents. Between 2005 and 2011, the number of young people living at home with their parents rose from 4.7 million to 5.9 million. Additionally, due to the high costs of health care and a difficult economic environment, the number of elderly people living with or depending on their children has spiked sharply. This generation — many of whom had intended to begin downsizing and focusing on saving for retirement — is feeling the squeeze.
 During the course of our conversation, this friend expressed gratitude that she was able to help her son and it caused her to ask, “What happens to our Mercy Home children if times get difficult for them later in life, after they’ve moved on from inside
 Mercy Home’s walls? Where do they go if they find themselves, like my son, a young adult, yet unable to make ends meet? ”
 “It is because of friends like you,” I explained, “that all our Mercy Home children will forever have somewhere to go — a place to call Home.” Our AfterCare team has been working with former residents since 1981, helping them flourish in independent living, secure education and develop career skills. It provides scholarships, therapy, referral services and more.
 As we celebrate our 125th year of serving at-risk youth, we are humbled by a generous donation of an apartment building on Chicago’s South Side that will serve as transitional housing for former Mercy Home residents — enabling us to expand our AfterCare program. With apartments ranging from studios to three-bedrooms, we will be able to accommodate families of all sizes. Consistent with all our programs, the objective is to help these families achieve independence and stability, and ultimately transition to independent living.
 Mercy Home’s AfterCare program currently serves over 225 members
 — former residents — and membership continues to grow.
 “Wow!” our friend exclaimed after I shared these plans with her. “Father
 Simple Gifts: Priceless
 oIt is because
 of friends like you
 that all our Mercy Home children will forever have
 somewhere to go — a place to call home.
 »
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 really does a wonderful job over there creating a true Home for our kids. It’s the kind of home I try to provide for my kids — only he has so many more!” Regret filled her voice as she once again realized that her circumstances just didn’t permit her to support this life-changing program. That’s when we started taking about planned gifts.
 Planned gifts are often the easiest gifts to make and can be especially gratifying for those who are already juggling multiple financial commitments. Most planned gifts provide tax incentives and, more importantly, they are the best way to ensure there will be resources available to future generations of children in need.
 The very simplest way to plan a gift is to name Mercy Home as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or a retirement account, such as an IRA or 401(k). It only requires one phone call to the company at which your policy or account is held to request a “Change of Beneficiary” form. No legal fees or other costs are involved. You have the option to name Mercy Home as any of the following:
 » Primary Beneficiary — meaning the full amount of your policy or account
 will be paid directly to Mercy Home for Boys & Girls at your death.
 » Co-Beneficiary — meaning a portion of the proceeds would be paid to us and the other portion to your other beneficiaries (for example, 40% for our benefit and 60% to your children). You can have as many co-beneficiaries as you like.
 » Contingent Beneficiary — meaning that Mercy Home receives proceeds only if your primary beneficiary (such as a husband or wife) passes before you.
 Leaving an IRA or 401(k) to a charity is also very tax efficient, as is leaving appreciated stock. For more information or answers to any questions you have, please call our Planned Giving Office at (800) 378-8266.
 Mercy Home continues to be blessed with wonderful, thoughtful friends who truly are family to our children. Thanks to the plans made by our friends whom we now lovingly remember, along with plans yet to be laid by those still with us, we can ensure there will always be a place for our kids to come Home to.
 To learn more, call us at (800) 378-8266 Please have someone contact me. I would like to have someone from Mercy Home visit me.
 Name
 Address
 City State Zip
 Daytime Phone E-mail
 Mercy Home for Boys & Girls • Attention: Angie Charlson • 1140 W. Jackson Blvd. • Chicago, IL 60607 mercyhome.org
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 T I M ’ S S T O R Y
 he donation of an abandoned apartment building on Chicago’s South Side meant the prospect of affordable, transitional housing for Mercy Home’s AfterCare members and their families. It also meant a mammoth renovation project and a need for helping hands. Marc Washington, a Care Manager on Mercy Home’s AfterCare team, knew he could look to the AfterCare members themselves to transform the building.
 Marc also knew just who he could call to lead this team: Tim, one of AfterCare’s most dedicated members, who is always ready to give back. “He’s got a lot of passion about Mercy Home and what we’re doing,” Marc explained. “I can ask for anything and Tim is always the first one to show up. He has a great work ethic.”
 For Tim, helping Mercy Home with the renovation was simply returning a favor: “Man, they put me through high school, trade school. They have so many encouraging people around you helping you out. If they needed help, I could offer it,” he said.
 Tim and his family first visited Mercy Home one Saturday when Tim was in 8th grade. Tim’s teacher referred him to the Home after learning how the family was struggling. On that Saturday, Tim met Marc Washington, who gave the family a tour and told them about Mercy Home’s services. “I filled out an application on Monday and moved in a week later,” Tim recalled. Marc and Tim have been working together ever since.
 Thinking back to that day, Marc remembered how Tim stuttered and kept to himself. But during his time at Mercy Home, Tim focused on his education and took on a number of internships, which helped him become more confident and responsible. Tim knows that Mercy Home helped him become the young man he is today. “I feel like I turned out differently than I would have if I stayed on the path I was going down,” he said.
 Tim is now an active AfterCare member with Marc as his Care Manager — and he is a leader in the AfterCare community. To illustrate Tim’s generosity, Marc told the story of how Tim recommended a fellow AfterCare member for a job opening at a restaurant where he was going to work. When the store manager could only hire one new employee, Tim selflessly gave the position to his friend, who he thought needed it more. Lending a hand is simply part of who Tim is: “When I see someone who is down, I try to cheer them up or try to give them some good advice,” he said.
 Leading Into the FutureTransformed Himself by Mercy Home, Alum Helps Transform Building
 tTim, an alumnus and
 member of AfterCare,
 has taken an active role
 in the new building’s
 development. He hopes
 to reap the benefits of his
 hard work and claim an
 apartment of his own.

Page 13
                        

T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 1 3
 Tim’s positive energy has been crucial to the renovation of the AfterCare building, especially because it has been such tough work. The crew, which began its work in wintertime with no indoor lighting, gutted and cleaned the entire structure. “Tim was a leader among the other AfterCare members,” Marc said. “He did an excellent job working on the building and keeping the other guys motivated.” A graduate of security school, Tim also served as the building’s overnight security — from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m., Monday to Friday, for over three months. With this nighttime job, he was able to earn enough to purchase a vehicle.
 As a crew member, motivator and security officer, Tim has been involved with the building project since January. “He has more of an attachment to this building than any of us,” Marc said. “Being involved from the beginning, he’s got a lot of ownership. This is going to be big for Tim.”
 Affordable housing will make an incredible difference for Tim, and he is nothing short of grateful for this support: “Mercy Home is helping me out with this building. It will be more affordable, so I can get that burden off my shoulders. It gives me the opportunity to experience something other than struggling.”
 Marc hopes that the Aftercare building will impact more families than the ones inside its walls: “We’re trying to better the community by being there. We want to be role models — not only for the tenants in the building, but also for the kids in the neighborhood.” Tim hopes to extend his leadership beyond the building’s walls as well; he has already developed relationships with the neighbors by introducing himself and telling them about Mercy Home. And back inside the walls, he has begun eyeballing his future apartment!
 “Man, they put me through high school, trade school. They have so many encouraging people around you helping you out. If they needed help, I could
 offer it,” said Tim of his work on the new AfterCare expansion project.
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 N A M I N G O P P O R T U N I T I E S
 The new AfterCare building will be a place of hope, community and opportunity for our former residents and their young families. As residents, they will have the chance to live in a clean and safe environment while working toward their life goals.
 In gratitude for your support of these families we are offering a number of opportunities to name a permanent part of the new AfterCare building. With your generous gift, you may honor a special someone in your life by displaying his or her name in this new Home. The names of the good people inscribed around this Home will stand as a perpetual reminder of the tremendous good a small few can do in a community.
 Become a Part of the AfterCare Building
 Dear Father Scott,
 To help build a safe and clean Home for your former residents and their young families, I would like to honor:
 (Please print the name of your honoree)
 with a gift of:
 $250 Recognition in the Dedication Program
 $500 Mercy Home Wall of Honor Listing
 $1,000 Garden Plaque Listing
 $2,500 Flower Box
 $10,000 Permanent Listing in Bronze in Hallway
 $25,000 Permanent Listing in Bronze in Main Lobby
 $100,000 Bronze Dedication Plaque for an Individual Apartment
 * Please call Susan Flood at (312) 738-4381 to discuss naming apportunities above $100,000.
 Name
 Address
 City State Zip
 Daytime Phone E-mail
 Mercy Home for Boys & Girls Attention: Susan Flood 1140 W. Jackson Blvd. Chicago, IL 60607 mercyhome.org
 To learn more, call us at (800) 378-8266
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 A H I S T O R Y O F E X P A N S I O N
 or 125 years, Mercy Home has grown and changed, always with the well-being of our kids at the forefront.
 When Mercy Home opened its doors in 1887, we were the response to a crisis caused by Chicago’s sudden and explosive growth. Our streets teemed with homeless boys who had come in search of work, were abandoned by caregivers who could no longer care for them, or were orphaned. For children with no place to call home, Carl Sandburg’s “stormy, husky, brawling, City of the Big Shoulders” was a dangerous place.
 So above a Catholic library on LaSalle Street, behind the old Board of Trade building, Rev. Louis Campbell rented a cluster of rooms to provide some measure of shelter from these stormy streets. Later that year, he moved the mission to the top floor of a ramshackle building on East Jackson Boulevard. The site proved to be inadequate, as an account in this very publication described in 1901. “The place was desolate and cold during the fall and winter months, the kitchen range being the main source of heat for the large barn-like area of space.”
 Campbell’s successor, Rev. Dennis Mahoney, felt that the $200 in monthly rent could be better used to pay the interest on a permanent home for the boys. The landlord at 45 East Jackson forced his hand, raising the rent to $300. The mission was forced to close, scattering the boys to temporary private homes and boarding rooms across the city. Mahoney laid out his plan for a permanent home, and in 1889, he scraped together enough to purchase a private residence about a mile west on Jackson, the present site of our Boys Home. On this site the following year, our boys began printing The Homeless Child’s Friend on printing equipment purchased to provide them with a trade and sustaining income for the mission. The newsletter was renamed The Waifs’ Messenger in 1900.
 Chicago continued to grow as the rail center of America, bringing more and more homeless and desperate young men from small towns all across the country to the city in search of success. Instead, they found trouble in its streets and
 alleyways. Immigration from overseas caused the population of destitute boys to swell further.
 In 1909, Mercy Home opened a permanent four-story home which replaced four existing structures. A chapel and a playground were added, as well as amenities to aid the boys’ physical and spiritual growth. That building still stands as the center of our Boys Campus. An addition was built in 1951 to provide more space for the Mission Press, a gymnasium and other needed facilities.
 As Mercy Home approached its 1987 centennial celebration, we looked to expand our healing mission to young women who faced the challenges of family dysfunction, poverty, urban violence and academic struggle. That year, an order of nuns vacated its convent built around the former mansion of the Walgreen family on Chicago’s South Side. The Archdiocese provided the campus to Mercy Home for our new home for girls. Meanwhile, our AfterCare program, founded in 1981, operated transitional housing for older youth on Chicago’s far North Side. It was later moved to a building on our West Jackson Campus that was purchased to house an expanded AfterCare program.
 At the dawn of the new millennium, Mercy Home announced a campaign to expand our services to more young people than ever before. This campaign brought in donations from supporters throughout the country to convert a vacant warehouse behind our home into a bright and modern facility for 80 boys. Our current president, Father Scott Donahue, declared that the time had come “for this vacant old building to be filled with the sounds of children’s voices.”
 In 2005, Mercy Home dedicated the capstone of our largest expansion to date, a small chapel on West Jackson Boulevard in which we hold monthly Eucharistic adoration and pray for our many faithful supporters throughout the country.
 Today — thanks to your support — we are taking another big step forward with our AfterCare apartments.
 Growing Plans
 188718891909
 1951
 2005
 1987
 2012
 F
 T H E WA I F S ’ M E S S E N G E R 1 5

Page 16
                        

Help make this empty apartment a home — and change a young family’s lives forever.
 Like any family, we stand by our children,
 encouraging them, guiding them and, when the
 situation calls for it, welcoming them back Home.
 Within our new AfterCare home, residents will
 find a clean and safe environment — an affordable
 place where they have the time and guidance
 they need to take the next step in their lives.
 » To lend your support today,
 please send your special gift in the
 envelope enclosed with this issue.
 » SHARE A GIFT TODAY! «
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