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Vancouver Referencing Style

Page 2
                        

Vancouver Style:
 Preferred Style for Medical Journals
 International Committee of Medical Journal
 Editors
 Listed as the Uniform Requirements for
 Manuscripts submitted to Biomedical
 Journals

Page 3
                        

Two Parts of Referencing
 Citations (within the text) acknowledgements
 of the references that you used in your work
 For the Vancouver style, the notation is a
 number that leads to a source listed on your
 reference list.
 Reference List (at the end of the text)
 possibly including a Bibliography

Page 4
                        

Steps in Referencing
 As you research, keep track of all of the
 information from ALL of the sources you find,
 including page numbers.
 **You must be accurate and precise.**

Page 5
                        

Be accurate and precise!
 As stated in the University of Queensland guide
 to the Vancouver Style,
 “Punctuation marks and spaces in the
 reference list and citations are very
 important. Follow the punctuation and
 spacing exactly.”

Page 6
                        

Steps in Referencing
 As you are writing, make a notation when you
 use outside information in your paper.
 It is important that your citations are placed
 directly after this information so that it is clear
 to the reader exactly which information is
 from which source, and which information is
 from your own ideas.
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Steps in Referencing
 Once you have finished writing your paper,
 double-check all of your references.
 Make sure that every outside idea has a
 citation.
 Then make sure that every citation leads to a
 source that is listed on the reference list and
 that all of the information about that source is
 included and is accurate.
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Vancouver: A Numbered Style
 In the Vancouver Style, a unique, permanent
 number is assigned to each reference as it is
 cited.
 The number given matches the order in
 which sources are cited.
 If you cite a reference more than once, the
 original citation number should always be
 used.

Page 9
                        

Example:
 …as one author has put it “the darkest days
 were still ahead” [1]: which is well
 documented in the literature. [2,3] This
 proves that “the darkest days were still
 ahead”. [1]

Page 10
                        

Vancouver: A Numbered Style
 The number assigned to a source may be
 placed in brackets, either square [ ] or curved
 ( ), or superscript.¹
 The EndNote referencing style software uses
 the Arabic number in brackets eg. (2)
 The exact style may vary based on the
 preference of the institution for which you are
 submitting the paper.
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In-Text Citations
 Typically, reference numbers should be
 placed outside full stops and commas, but
 inside colons and semi-colons.

Page 12
                        

Citing the author’s name in your text
 As emphasized by Watkins2(p 1) caretakers of
 diabetes sufferers “require perseverance and
 an understanding of humanity’.
 Smith [12] argued that…

Page 13
                        

Citing one piece of work
 Recent research1 indicates that the number
 of duplicate papers being published is
 increasing.

Page 14
                        

Citing more than one piece of work at
 the same time If you want to cite several pieces of work in
 the same sentence, you will need to include
 the citation number for each piece of work.
 Use a hyphen to link numbers which are in
 order [6-8], and a comma (no spaces) if the
 numbers are not consecutive. For example,
 [2,3,4,5,7,9] is abbreviated to [2-5, 7, 9] For
 only two consecutive numbers (1-2).
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Example:
 The following is an example where works 6,
 7, 8, 9, 13, and 15 have been cited in the
 same place in the text.
 Several studies6-9, 13, 15 have examined the
 effect of congestion charging in urban areas.
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Citing a direct quotation
 Use quotation marks
 State the page number
 It has been emphasised2(p 1) that caretakers of
 diabetes sufferers “require perseverance and
 an understanding of humanity”.

Page 17
                        

Citing a direct quotation
 Duplication of charts, diagrams, pictures, etc.
 should be treated as direct quotes and cited
 in the same way.

Page 18
                        

Citing more than one author’s name in
 your text If there is more than one author use ‘et al’
 after the first author.
 Simons et al3(p 4) state that the principles of
 effective stress is ‘imperfectly known and
 understood by many practising engineers’.
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Citing works with no obvious author
 If you need to cite a piece of work which does
 not have an author listed, you should use
 what is called a ‘corporate’ author.
 Use the organization or the corporation
 associated with the information.
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Citing works with no obvious author
 The Department of Health5 recently
 estimated the number of dementia sufferers
 in the UK at 570 000.
 The number of dementia sufferers in the UK
 has been recently estimated at 570 000.
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Citing works with no obvious author
 “If you are unable to find either a named or
 corporate author, you can use ‘Anon” as the
 author name.
 Be careful: if you cannot find an author
 for online work, it is not a good idea to
 use this work as part of your research. It
 is essential that you know where a piece of
 work has originated, because you need to be
 sure of the quality and reliability of any
 information you use.”

Page 22
                        

Examples
 The coach can carry out his own assessment
 of the athlete [5,9] in relation to the agreed
 constructs and so pinpoint areas of
 agreement on the one hand, [2-4] and
 differing perceptions on the other.
 Butler and Hardy maintain “that people’s
 intrinsic motivation could be weakened by the
 application of external controls”. [1]
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Examples:
 There have been efforts to replace mouse
 inoculation testing with invitro tests, such as
 enzyme linked immunosorbent assays
 (57,60) or polymerase chain reaction (20-22)
 but these remain experimental.
 Moir and Jessel maintain “that the sexes are
 interchangeable”.(1)
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How to create a reference list
 A reference list contains only the works that
 are actually cited in the text of the document.
 (eg. book, journal article, pamphlet, internet
 site, cassette tape or film).
 Your reference list must provide enough
 information about your sources so that your
 readers can easily locate them.
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How to create a reference list
 Your reference list should appear at the end
 of your assignment/report.
 The entries should be listed in the same
 order that they were cited in the text.
 The correct form of reference should be used
 for each type of source.
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How to create a reference list
 It is very important that you use the right
 punctuation and that the order of details in
 the reference is also correct.

Page 27
                        

How to create a reference list
 Book and journal titles are not italicized or
 placed in quotation marks.
 Only first words of the article title and words
 that normally begin with a capital letter are
 capitalized.

Page 28
                        

How to create a reference list
 Journal titles are abbreviated.
 A list of abbreviations for the titles is available
 online at either
 List of Journals in MEDLINE with
 abbreviations or
 Medical Journal Abbreviations
 (internationally recognized abbreviations
 for journal titles)

Page 29
                        

Example:
 1. Baker PN, editor. Obstetrics by ten
 teachers. 18th ed. London: Hodder Arnold;
 2006.
 2. Delbridge ML, Harry JL, Toder R. A human
 candidate spermatogenesis gene, RBM1 is
 conserved and amplified on the marsupial Y
 chromosome. Nat Genet. 1997; 15: 131-
 136.

Page 30
                        

Reference List
 1. Arrami M, Garner H. A tale of two citations.
 Nature 2008; 451(7177):397-9.
 2. Watkins PJ. ABC of Diabetes. 5th ed.
 London: Blackwell Publishing; 2003.
 3. Simons NE, Menzies B, Matthews M. A
 Short Course in Soil and Rock Slope
 Engineering. London: Thomas Telford
 Publishing; 2001.
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Reference List
 4. Smith A. Making mathematics count: the
 report of Professor Adrian Smith’s inquiry into
 post-14 mathematics education. London: The
 Stationery Office; 2004.

Page 32
                        

Bibliography
 A bibliography lists sources not cited in the
 text but which you consulted for your work.
 These sources are relevant to the subject
 and were used for background reading.
 The bibliography should be arranged
 alphabetically by author or title (where no
 author is given) in the Vancouver style. You
 will not need to number each work listed.

Page 33
                        

Bibliography
 If you cite from every work you used when
 writing your paper, you will only need a
 reference list.
 If you did not cite all from all of the sources
 that you referenced, create a bibliography.

Page 34
                        

Adapted from:
 http://www.ais.up.ac.za/health/Vancouver.ht
 m
 http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/resourc
 es/documents/vancouverreferencing.pdf
 http://www.library.uq.edu.au/training/citation/v
 ancouv.pdf
 http://www.ais.up.ac.za/health/Vancouver.htm
 http://www.ais.up.ac.za/health/Vancouver.htm
 http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/resources/documents/vancouverreferencing.pdf
 http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/resources/documents/vancouverreferencing.pdf
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