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Unit 2My Friend, Albert Einstein
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Pre-reading question
 What do you know about Albert Einstein?
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电 脑 显 示 器
 在短促的瞬间，电子显像在显示屏上———这正好符合爱因斯坦的 。
 发明电脑显示器的工程师必须使显示器符合“相对论效应”，否则控制电子飞驰的磁铁就会在显示屏上产生模糊图像，使
 你无法工作。
 狭义相对论
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全球定位系统
 全球定位系统之所以能将物体的位置精确到米，正是根据爱因斯坦的相对论对地球卫星发生的信号进行了修正。
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精准的激光
 当你到超市购物，你手里的每一件商品条形码也得益于爱因斯坦的激光理论，只有激光才能准确读出条形码中的编码。
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太阳能电池
 假如你想用太阳能光电池为自己的居室提供能量。这些光电池能够把太阳能转成电能，爱因斯坦在 90年前发表的一篇论文里就首次正确地分析过这一转换原理。
 他发现光子具有能量。某些光子携带的能量足以克服将电子集中于某种金属的“粘性”，这就是著名的光电效应。
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数码相机 当你打开数码相机，准备摄下家人温馨的笑容时，要先感谢爱因斯坦。从镜头飞进来的光子会把半导体里的电子挤走，这同样利用了宝贵的 。 光电效应
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控制 X 射线的能量 医生在为病人实施放射治疗前，需要估计 X 射线可能对人体细胞造成的伤害，根据就是爱因斯坦
 的 E=mc2
 （即能量 = 质量乘光速平方）
 据此理论人们造出原子弹、氢弹……。
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　　“全世界科学家一致公认 : 他的天才思想带来了一系列令人炫目的技术革新， 100年间的变化超过了过去 2000年的总和。计算机、人造卫星、通讯技术、激光、电视和原子能，无一不与他所揭示的理论有关。”　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　——李政道
 　　“全世界科学家一致公认 : 他的天才思想带来了一系列令人炫目的技术革新， 100年间的变化超过了过去 2000年的总和。计算机、人造卫星、通讯技术、激光、电视和原子能，无一不与他所揭示的理论有关。”　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　——李政道
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Comments on Albert Einstein
 “Person of the Century”------Time “The would has changed far more in the past 100 years than
 in any other century in history. The reason is not political or economic, but technological--technologies that flowed directly from advances in basic science…Clearly, no scientist better represents those advances than Albert Einstein.”
 ------Stephen Hawking
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２０世纪的科学伟人
 爱因斯坦
 ２０世纪的科学伟人
 爱因斯坦
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Nationality:
 Einstein (Albert Einstein), the world-famous German scientists in the United States, the pioneers and founders of modern physics.
 爱因斯坦（ Albert Einstein ），举世闻名的德裔美国科学家，现代物理学的开创者和奠基人。
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How would you describe Einstein’s appearance?
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爱因斯坦的科学贡献贡献 基本原理 影响
 狭义相对论
 广义相对论
 光量子假说
 相对性光速不变原理
 等效原理广义相对性
 近代物理学领域的一次伟大革命
 改变了人们对宇宙的认识，促进人类对天体及宇宙演化的观测研究和理论探讨
 解释了光电效应推动了量子力学的发展
 光具有波粒二象性
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牛顿经典力学体系 狭义相对论
 运动规律适用范围
 时空观
 宏观世界 低速运动
 微观世界 高速运动
 时间和空间是相互独立且绝对的
 时间和空间会随物体速度变化而变化；
 空间结构和性质取决于物质的分布
 相对论对牛顿经典力学体系的突破和发展
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1879 年 3 月 14 日上午 11 时 30 分，爱因斯坦出生在德国乌尔姆市（ Ulm, Kingdom of Württemberg, German Empire ）班霍夫街 135 号。父母都是犹太人。父名赫尔曼 · 爱因斯坦，母亲玻琳。1955 年， 4 月 18 日 1 时 25 分 , 爱因斯坦在医院逝世。
 Father: 赫尔曼·爱因斯坦 Mother: 玻琳
 Albert Einstein Maya Einstein
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一个不受欢迎的学生
 一个不可思议的科学家
 一个不修边幅的社会活动家
 一个不无趣味的老人
 爱因斯坦爱因斯坦
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Family : Albert Einstein on March 14, 1879 in the
 German city of Ulm was born, his parents were Jewish. Einstein have a happy childhood, his father was a quiet, docile and good-hearted people, people who love literature and mathematics. His mother made her strong, popular music and influence of Albert Einstein, Albert Einstein played study violin at age six. From the violin became his lifelong companion. Einstein's parents have a positive impact on his family and education, home filled with the spirit of freedom and auspicious atmosphere.
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艾伯特 · 爱因斯坦于 1879 年 3 月 14 日在德国小城乌尔姆出生，他的父母都是犹太人。爱因斯坦有一个幸福的童年，他的父亲是位平静、温顺的好心人，爱好文学和数学。他的母亲个性较强，喜爱音乐，并影响了爱因斯坦，爱因斯坦从六岁起学小提琴，从此小提琴成为他的终生伴侣。爱因斯坦的父母对他有着良好的影响和家庭教育，家中弥漫着自由的精神和祥和的气氛 .
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四岁多还不会说话，家里人担心他是个低能儿。 行为迟钝，他说话所用的 时间比起别的孩子要多得多。
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Education : 1886 年，爱因斯坦在慕尼黑公立学校（ Council
 School ）读书；在家里学习犹太教的教规。 1900 年 8 月爱因斯坦毕业于苏黎世联邦工业大学 1921 年，爱因斯坦因光电效应研究而获得诺贝尔
 物理学奖，他的研究推动了量子力学的发展。 In 1886, Einstein in Munich public schools Council
 reading, The Canon of Judaism study at home. In 1900, graduated from August Einstein federal
 poly-technical university in Zurich In 1921, Einstein because of the photoelectric
 effect, won the Nobel Prize for physics, he promoted the research development of quantum mechanics.
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轶事二：爱因斯坦进入慕尼黑的路提波德中学。 他喜欢数学， 并开始自学高等数学。 没过多久，数学老师已经不是他的对手了，常常被他问得张口结舌。有一次，数学老师公开对他说：“如果班上没有你这个学生， 我会非常愉快。”他困惑地说：“我并没有做对不起老师的事呀！”“但是，你提的问题经常使我心神不定。”
 轶事四：在四年大学生 活中，他仍然不是“好学生” ：曾被数学教授称为“懒狗”，曾因做实验出事故受到处分，还曾被物理教授认为不适宜学物理而应当改 行。大学毕业时几位同窗都留校当了助教，而她因为落拓不羁的性格和独立思考的习惯，为教授们所不满，毕业就失业，两年后才找到固定工作。
 轶事三：中小学时代 却常常被斥为“生性孤僻、智力迟钝”，“不守纪律、 心不在焉、想入非非”。中学毕业前夕，校方甚至断言他未来将“一事无成”，勒令他退了学。 16岁那年，他以同等学历报考大学， 尽管物理数学成 绩很好，但由于需要死记硬背的科目考砸了锅，名落孙山
 轶事一：他 10岁才上学 , 老师和同学的嘲笑他为“笨家伙”。一次工艺课上，老师从学生作品中 挑出一张做得很不像样的木凳对大家说：“我想，世界上也 许不会有比这更糟糕的凳子了！”在哄堂大笑中，爱因斯坦红着脸站起来说：“我想，这种凳子是有的！”说着，他从课桌里拿出两个更不像样的凳子，说：“这是我前两次做的，交给您的是第三次做的，虽然还不行，却比这两个强得多！”
 不受欢迎的学生
 不受欢迎的学生

Page 24
                        

不可思议的科学家1 、爱因斯坦大学毕业即失业，大学不要 他，中学也不要 他，他好不容易在与物理学联系并不紧密的专利局找到一个工作。但这一年他在科学 史上创造了一个史无前例的奇迹，利用业余时间写了六篇论文， 在三个领域做出了四个有划时代意义的贡献，他发表了关于光量子说、分子大小测定法、布朗运动理论和狭义相对论。有１５所大学授予他博士证书，法国、德国、美国、波兰等许多国家的著名大学也 想聘请他做教授。是年１９０５年，是年他年仅２６岁！2 、由于相对论的观点与人们的日常经验不太一致，甚至有着尖锐的冲突，相对论从一开始就受到包括一些科学家在 内的很多人的反对。 1921年爱因斯坦获得了诺贝尔奖，当时不少德国的诺贝尔奖获得者威胁说，如果给相对论授奖，他们就要退回已获得的奖章，结果评选委员会只好让爱因斯坦作为光电效应理论的建立者得奖，相对论始终没有获得诺贝尔奖。但相对论在物理学上 却非常合理且为实验所证实。
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Achievement:
 Einstein's study, of course, is also recorded and some more important works include the relativity (1905), relativity (English translation, 1920-1950), general relativity (1916), the study of the theory of Brownian motion (1926), and the evolution of physics (1938). 重要的作品包括狭义相对论 (1905 年 ), 相对论 ( 英文翻译 ,1920 年至 1950 年间 ), 广义相对论 (1916 年 ).
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不修边幅的社会活动家
 　　爱因斯坦对自己的衣着从不在意，长年披着一件黑色皮上衣，不穿袜子，不结领带，裤子有时既没有绑皮带也没有背带，他和人在黑板前讨论问题时，一面写黑板，一面把那像要滑下的裤子用手拉住，这种情形是有些滑稽。他的头发留得长长的，不加修饰。这对当年“贵族学府”普林斯顿大学的学生来说是 惊异的事……
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谁数学最棒？谁爱上微积分？谁不喝酒只喝水？我们的爱因斯坦老师！我们的老师饭后不散步，我们的老师时间最珍贵，我们要请天上的造物主，把爱因斯坦老师的头发剪短些。
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不修边幅的社会活动家社会和平的坚定捍卫者
 一战时 : 发起成立反战团体“新祖国同盟”
 一战后 :积极致力于恢复各国人民的相互谅解
 二战时 :建议罗斯福抢在纳粹之前研制原子弹 痛心原子弹爆炸引起的大量平民伤害
 冷战时 : 发表了反核战的《罗素 - 爱因斯坦宣言》
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“今天早晨，一架 B２９轰炸机在日本广岛投下了原子弹。这是无线
 ”电里刚刚广播的。 杜卡斯低声地对爱因斯坦说。
 “O 　 Weh ”！ 爱因斯坦喊了一声。那是德语——一声痛苦和绝望的呼叫。
 “是的，我揿了按纽 ..” “早知如此，我宁可当
 ”个修表匠！
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趣闻一：爱因斯坦曾为一对年轻朋友证婚。几年后 ,那对夫妇带小儿子来 看他。孩子看了乱糟糟的爱因斯坦一眼就嚎啕大哭起来 ,弄得这对夫妇很难为情。 幽默的爱因斯坦却摸着孩子的头 ,高兴地说 :“ 你是第一个肯当面说出 对我的印象的人。
 不无趣味的老头
 趣闻二：爱因斯坦的一位朋友，要求爱因斯坦有空的时候打电话给她。“我的电话号码很长，挺难记。”朋友说。“ 说吧 !我听着。”“24361 。”　“ 这有什么难记的呢 ?”爱因斯坦笑笑说， “两打与十九的平方，我记住了。”　
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趣闻三：一天爱因斯坦在街上遇见一位朋友 · ， “爱因斯坦先生”这位朋友说了。“瞧瞧，你身上这件多旧呀 !” “ 你似乎有必要添置一件新大 衣， “这有什么关系 ?反正在纽约谁也不认识我。”爱因斯坦回答说。 几年后，他们又偶然相遇。这时，爱因斯坦已成为一个著名的物 理学家， 但还穿着那件大衣。他的朋友又不厌烦其烦地劝他去换件 大衣。 “何必呢 !” 爱因斯坦说，“反正这儿每个人都认识我了。”趣闻四：爱因斯坦被带到普林斯顿大学他的办公室那天，有人问他需要什么工具。“我看，一张书桌或台子，一把椅子和一些纸张铅笔就行了。啊，对了，还要一个大废纸篓。”他说。“为什么要大的？”“好让我把所有的错误都扔进去。”
 不无趣味的老头
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20 世纪 最伟大的科学家
 坚定的和平捍卫者
 伟大而平 凡的人（具有高尚人格的凡人）
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Why did he achieve great success?
 原文： If A is a success in life, then A equals x plus y plus z. Work is x; y is play; and z is keeping your mouth shut.
 如果 A 代表一个人的成功 , 那么 A=x+y+z 。勤奋工作是 x ； y 是玩耍，而 z 是把嘴闭上。
 I don't have any special ability, but only like to dig for the roots of the problem.

Page 34
                        

名言:
 人生就像骑单车。想保持平衡就得往前走。 原文 :Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your
 balance you must keep moving.
 把你的手放在滚热的炉子上一分钟，感觉起来像一小时。坐在一个漂亮姑娘身边整整一小时，感觉起来像一分钟。这就是相对论。
 原文 :Put your hand on a hot stove for a minute, and it seems like an hour. Sit with a pretty girl for an hour, and it seems like a minute. That's relativity.
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不要试图去做一个成功的人，要努力成为一个有价值的人。
 原文 :Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value.
 真理就是在经验面前站得住脚的东西。 原文 :Truth is what stands the test of
 experience.
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我们全都获益不浅，全世界 都感谢他的教诲；那专属他个人的东西，早已传遍广大人群。他像行将陨灭的彗星，光华四射，把无限的光芒同他的光芒永相结合
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爱因斯坦告诉我们 : 一个人不聪明并不可怕，可怕的是自己先泄气。只要你肯为你的目标付出艰辛的劳动，并配合正确的方法，就一定会得到成功女神的酬劳。许多在事业上有成就的人，在童年时代、少年时代并不一定能毕露锋芒，相反，他们非常平凡，甚至显出迟钝、愚笨的样子，常常被周围的人嘲笑、讥讽。如果因为自己笨就灰心丧气，不再努力，那不是将自己潜在的才华、能力都扼杀在摇篮中了吗？ 其实，每一个人都有不同的才能，每一个人在生命的长河中都会找到属于自己的星座。如果你觉得自己笨，那是因为你还没有寻找到你自己的星座。正如爱因斯坦对别的事物迟钝，却对物理和数学特别喜爱一样，当你找到自己的星座时，你定会放射出与众不同的光彩 !
 一个给你希望的人
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IV. Organization of the Text
 1. Paragraph 1
 Einstein’s simplicity
 2. Paragraphs 2 – 4
 his modesty
 3. Paragraph 5 – 7
 the growth of a genius
 4. Paragraphs 8 – 11
 concentration on work
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IV. Organization of the Text
 5. Paragraphs 12 – 16 love of music, showing the Mozartean
 simplicity6. Paragraphs 17 - 21 a man unaware of fame, but concerned most
 about the simple things7. Paragraph 22-26 a man untouched by everyday life, but on a
 ceaseless search for cosmic simplicity
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convey: communicate or express sth, with or without words
 The commercial conveys the message that to be thin is beautiful.
 He tried to convey in his speech how grateful he was for their help.
 IV. Words and Expressions in the Text
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essence: the most basic and important quality of sth.
 in essence: by nature; essentially 本质上；实质的
 the essence of morality 道德的精髓 The essence of his religious teaching is love for
 all men. 他宣扬的宗教教义要旨是爱天下人。
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be none the+比较级 +for …: not, in no way 毫不 , 一点也不
 He spent two weeks in hospital but he’s none the better for it.
 My car is none the worse for wear.
 =Use has done it no harm.
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Translation:
 This knack for going instinctively to the heart of a matter was a secret of his major scientific discoveries--this and his extraordinary feeling for beauty.
 他这种本能地把握事物本质的能力正是他能够做出重大科学发 现的秘诀所在，除此之外，还有他对美的那种非凡的感觉。
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English words originated in French 英语中大约有 30% 的词汇来源于法语。大多数的法语外来词在英语中失去了原有的拼写，但仍然保留着法语中的拼写，下面是一些常见的源于法语的字母组合。 1．法语字母组合 eau ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：bureau(办公室 ),plateau(高原 ), tableau(场面 ), chapeau(帽子 ), beau(花花公子 ), nouveau(爆发户 )等。 2．法语字母组合 ette ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：cigarette(烟卷 ), silhouette(剪影 ), croquette(油炸丸子 ), etiquette(礼仪 ) 。 3．法语字母组合 oir 或 oire, 借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如： memoir(回忆录 ), soiree(晚会 ), reservoir(水库 ), repertoire(全部节目 ), armoire( 大橱 ), mouchoir( 手帕 ) 。 4．法语字母组合 eur ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：amateur( 业余爱好者 ), chauffeur(司机 ), grandeur(壮观 ), monsieur(先生 ) 。
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5．法语字母组合 eon ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：dungeon( 城堡 ), pigeon(鸽子 ), surgeon(外科医生 ), luncheon( 午餐 ) 。 6．法语字母组合 et ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：ballet(芭蕾舞 ), beret( 贝雷帽 ), buffet( 小卖部 ), crochet(钩针编织品 ), bouquet(花束 ), croquet(棒球游戏 ) 。 7．法语字母组合 que ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：plaque( 匾 ), clique( 小集团 ), pique( 生气 ), mosque(清真寺 ), unique(独一无二的 ), oblique(倾斜的 )等。 8．法语字母组合 gue ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：fatigue(疲劳 ), vague(模糊的 ), vogue( 时尚 ), plague(瘟疫 ), colleague(同事 ), league( 联盟 ) 。 9．法语字母组合 ch ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：mustache(胡子 ), chef(男厨师长 ), brochure( 小册子 ), parachute(降落伞 )等。 10．法语字母组合 gn ，借入到英语中仍然保留其拼写，如：assign( 分配 ), campaign(战役 ), foreign(外国的 ), design(设计 )等。
 比如 beef, pork, button, chef, etc
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dismay: (n. v.) (使 )灰心 , (使 )沮丧 ; (使 )惊愕
 He was dismayed at the size of his adversary. 对手的魁伟身材使他丧失了勇气。
 “Someone stolen my house!” she said in dismay. “ 有人偷了我们家！”她惊恐地说。
 She found to her dismay that she had forgotten to bring her wallet.
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plead: 祈求 , 恳求 plead for mercy 恳求宽恕 plead against 反驳 ; 劝人不要 ... plead with sb. 向 ...恳求
 in awe of: admire sb. and have great respect for him/her, but sometimes fear him/her slightly as well
 e.g. People in the primitive age live in awe of nature.
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set/put…at ease: make sb. feel relaxed/ feel (ill) at ease His smile set everyone in the room at ease. altogether: completely, thoroughly vestige: the smallest possible amount of a
 quality or feeling without a vestige of clothing 一丝不挂 No vestige of a change appeared. 没有一点改变。
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collaborate: work together with a person or group in order to achieve sth.
 collaborate with sb. in doing sth. collaborate to do sth. The British and French police collaborated
 in catching the terrorists. Researchers from six countries are
 collaborating to develop a vaccine(疫苗 ) for AIDS.
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worry: (1) to grab sth. with the teeth and shake it repeatedly 撕咬
 (2) keep trying to find out a way of solving a problem
 She’ll worry at those figures until she’s sure they’ve been worked out properly.

Page 51
                        

be up against: in a very difficult situation or with a serious problem to deal with 面临
 e.g. In that type of business you will naturally be up against very fierce competition.
 fathom: understand what sth. means after thinking about it carefully
 e.g. Mark couldn’t fathom why his roommates hated him so much.
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自责，后悔　
 有成就的　
 业余的　
 职业的，专业的
 假说，设想
 kick　oneself
 accomplished
 amateur
 professional
 assumption
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粗略地说
 有极端的矛盾
 落荒而逃　
 并排，并肩　
 倒塌
 roughly　speaking
 in　violent　conflict
 flee　in　panic
 side　by　side
 tumble　down
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accomplished: good at doing sth that needs a lot of skill
 One of Britain’s most accomplished pianists; a highly accomplished designer.

Page 55
                        

Translation: Beethoven “created” his music, but the
 music of Mozart was of such purity and beauty one felt he had merely “found” it--that it had always existed as part of the inner beauty of the Universe, waiting to be revealed.
 贝多芬的音乐是“创造”出来的，而莫扎特的音乐是如此纯净和优美，让人感觉他只是“发现”了它 ----它一直是宇宙内在美的一部分，一直存在着，等待我们去发现。
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characterize: be a typical quality or feature of sb. or sth.
 This kind of behavior characterizes the criminal mind. 这种举止是罪犯的心理特征。
 stationary: (adj.)　固定的，不动的 stationery: (n.)　文具
 lesser man: a man not as strong, brave, intelligent, etc.
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provided (that)/providing (that ) : on the condition that
 You may keep the book a further week provided (that) no one else requires it.
 cherish: think sth. is very important and wish to
 keep it cherish one's family/ hope/ right/ chance fine rugs that are cherished by their owners cherish a memory

Page 58
                        

Words failed him: He couldn’t find proper words to describe Einstein’s greatness.

Page 59
                        

tribute: a gift, payment, declaration, or other acknowledgment of gratitude, respect, or admiration 礼物 ,称赞 ,颂辞 , 表示感激、尊重或仰慕等情感的礼物、回报、声明或其他形式的表示
 as a tribute to his generosity 作为对他慷慨大度的颂扬
 pay a high tribute to sb.'s ability　高度称赞某人的能力
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Translation:
 His very ineloquence made this the most eloquent tribute I have heard to Einstein’s genius.
 他的语屈词穷恰恰是我听过的对爱因斯坦天才的最为深刻的褒奖。
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sum up：概括，总结 akin to: very similar to
 take on---develop a particular character or appearance
 e.g. The war took on a different meaning for everyone involved.
 His face took on an angry expression.
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What is the thesis statement of this article?
 He was one of the greatest scientists the world has ever known, yet if I had to convey the essence of Albert Einstein in a single word, I would choose simplicity.
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Find the specific details in the article that support this theme.
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contrast
 As a scientist, he was great extraordinary distinguished
 His theory is important controversial
 As a man, he was simple ordinary modest natural
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Skimming
 Skim the whole test as quickly as possible and find out where the main idea is? At the beginning or at the end of the article? What is the main idea?
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A quotation of Albert Einstein A hundred times every day I remind myself that
 my inner and outer life are based on the labors of other man, living and dead and that I must exert myself in order to give in the same measure as I have received and am still receiving.
 ----Albert Einstein 每天我都无数次地提醒我自己，我的内心的和外
 在的生活，都是建立在其他活着的和死去的人的劳动的基础上的。我必须竭尽全力，像我曾经得到的和正在得到的那样，做出同样的贡献。
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My father was a close friend of Albert Einstein. As a shy young visitor to Einstein's home, I was made to feel at ease when Einstein said, "I have something to show you." He went to his desk and returned with a Yo-Yo. He tried to show me how it worked but he couldn't make it roll back up the string. When my turn came, I displayed my few tricks and pointed out to him that the incorrectly looped string had thrown the toy off balance. Einstein nodded, properly impressed by my skill and knowledge. Later, I bought a new Yo-Yo and mailed it to the Professor as a Christmas present, and received a poem of thanks.
 As a boy and then as an adult, I never lost my wonder at the personality that was Einstein. He was the only person I knew who had come to terms with himself and the world around him. He knew what he wanted and he wanted only this: to understand within his limits as a human being the nature of the universe and the logic and simplicity in its functioning. He knew there were answers beyond his intellectual reach, but this did not frustrate him. He was content to go as far as he could.
 Supplementary Reading
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In the 23 years of our friendship, I never saw him show jealousy, vanity, bitterness, anger, resentment, or personal ambition. He seemed immune to these emotions. He was beyond any pretension. Although he corresponded with many of the world's most important people, his stationery carried only a watermark - W- for Woolworth's.
 To do his work he needed only a pencil and a pad of paper. Material things meant nothing to him. I never knew him to carry money because he never had any use for it. He believed in simplicity, so much so that he used only a safety razor and water to shave. When I suggested that he try shaving cream, he said, "The razor and water do the job."
 "But Professor, why don't you try the cream just once?" I argued. "It makes shaving smoother and less painful."
 He shrugged. Finally, I presented him with a tube of shaving cream. The next morning when he came down to breakfast, he was beaming with the pleasure of a new, great discovery. "You know, that cream really works," he announced. "It doesn't pull the beard. It feels wonderful." Thereafter, he used shaving cream every morning until the tube was empty. Then he reverted to using plain water.

Page 69
                        

Einstein was purely and exclusively a theorist. He didn't have the slightest interest in the practical application of his ideas and theories. His E = mc2 is probably the most famous equation in history--yet Einstein wouldn't walk down the street to see a reactor create atomic energy. He won the Nobel Prize for his Photoelectric Theory, a series of equations that he considered relatively minor in importance, but he didn't have any curiosity in observing how his theory made TV possible.
 My brother once gave the Professor a toy, a bird that balanced on the edge of a bowl of water and repeatedly dunked its head in the water. Einstein watched it in delight, trying to deduce the operating principle. Bat he couldn't.
 The next morning he announced, "I had thought about that bird for a long time before I went to bed and it must work this way... "He began a long explanation. Then he stopped, realizing a flaw in his reasoning. "No, I guess that's not it, "he said. He pursued various theories for several days until I suggested we take the toy apart to see how it did work. His quick expression of disapproval told me he did not agree with this practical approach. He never did work out the solution.

Page 70
                        

Another puzzle that Einstein could never understand was his own fame. He had developed theories that were profound and capable of exciting relatively few scientists. Yet his name was a household word across the civilized world. "I've had good ideas, and so had other men, "he once said,
 “But it‘s been my good fortune that my ideas have been accepted. ”He was bewildered by his fame: people wanted to meet him; strangers wanted to meet him on the street; scientists, statesmen, students, and housewives wrote him letters. He never could understand why he received this attention, why he was singled out as something special.
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