

    

        


        
        
                        
                
            
                    


        
            	
                    vtorres23
                
	
                    
                        Home
                    
                
	
                    
                        Comments
                    
                


        


        
    
        
            
                

                    
                        

                            
                                
                                    
















































                                

                            


                        

                    

                

            

        

    






    
                    
            


    
        
        
            
            of 48

            
        

        

        
        
            
            Embed
        
        
    

    





        

            

        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Home
                        

                        
                                            


                    
                        Unhcr Refugiados

                        Jun 03, 2018

                        
                                                                                        Download
                                                        Report
                        


                        
                            Category:
                            
                                Documents
                            

                        


                                                    
                                Author:
                                vtorres23
                            

                        

                        

                        
                    



                    

                                    

            




            
                
                    
                                                    Welcome
                        
                                                    
                                Comments
                            
                        
                                            




                                            
                            Welcome message from author

                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
                        

                    

                                            
                                                            
                            
                            

                        

                    

                                    

            

        


                    
                
                    
                        Transcript

                        
                            	
8/11/2019 Unhcr Refugiados

1/48

Global Trends 2012


	
8/11/2019 Unhcr Refugiados

2/48

35.8million

45.2million

persons

personsof concern

of concernto unhcr

to unhcr

forcibly

forcibly

displaced

displacedpeople

peopleworldwide

worldwide

2012 IN REVIEWTrends at a glance

1 Source: Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) of th
eNorwegian Refugee Council (NRC).

2 Idem.

3 The highest figure since 1993 when recording keeping began
wasin 2009 with 36.5 million persons of concern.

7.6 MILLION NEWLY DISPLACED

An estimated 7.6million people were newly displaceddue to
conflict or persecution, including 1.1million newrefugees - the
highest number of new arrivals in oneyear since 1999. Another
6.5million people were newlydisplaced within the borders of their
countries - thesecond highest figure of the past ten years.(2)

23,000 PERSONS PER DAY F O R C E D T 0 F L E E

During the year, conflict and persecution forced anaverage of
23,000persons per day to leave their homesand seek protection
elsewhere, either within the bordersof their countries or in other
countries.

35.8 MILLION PROTECTED BY UNHCR

Some 35.8million persons were of concern to UNHCRby end 2012,
the second highest number on record.(3)Of

this figure, 17.7million were IDPs and 10.5million wererefugees
- 2.3million people more than in 2011. Therefugee figure was close
to that of 2011(10.4million) andthe number of IDPs had increased by
2.2million sinceend 2011.

10 MILLION STATELESS

Statelessness is estimated to have affected at least10million
people in 2012; however, data captured bygovernments and
communicated to UNHCR werelimited to 3.3million stateless
individuals in 72countries.

4/5TH D E V E L O P I N G C O UN T R I E S

Developing countries hosted over 80per cent of theworlds
refugees, compared to 70per cent ten years ago.The 49Least
Developed Countries were providingasylum to 2.4million refugees by
year-end.

TOP HOST

Pakistan was host to the largest number of refugeesworldwide
(1.6million), followed by the Islamic

Republic of Iran (868,200), Germany (589,700) andKenya
(565,000).

50% B E L O W 5 , 0 0 0 US D

More than half of the refugees under UNHCRsmandate resided in
countries where the GDP per capitawas below USD5,000.

2 UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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By end 2012, 45.2million people were forciblydisplaced worldwide
as a result of persecution,conflict, generalized violence and
humanrights violations. Some 15.4million people wererefugees: 10.5
million under UNHCRs mandate

and 4.9million Palestinian refugees registeredby UNRWA. The
global figure included28.8million internally displaced
persons(1)(IDPs) and nearly one million (937,000) asylum-seekers.
The 2012level was the highest since1994, when an estimated 47
million people wereforcibly displaced worldwide.

toporigin

52%

48%

MEN

PERSONSOF CONCERN

OF REFUGEESARE CHILDREN

WOMEN

46%

893,700asylum claims

TOP THREE H O S T P E R G D P

Pakistan hosted the largest number of refugees inrelation to its
economic capacity with 552refugees per1USDGDP(PPP) per capita.
Ethiopia (303) and Kenya (301)ranked second and third,
respectively.

TOP O R I G I NMore than half (55%) of all refugees worldwide
came fromfive countries: Afghanistan, Somalia, Iraq, the SyrianArab
Republic, and Sudan.

526,000 R E T UR N

Over the course of 2012, 526,000refugees repatriatedvoluntarily,
half of them either to Afghanistan, Iraqor Cte dIvoire. This figure
was similar to that of 2011(532,000), and while an improvement on
the figuresof 2009 and 2010, it was still lower than those of all
other

years in the past decade.

22 COUNTRIES R E S E T T L E M E N T

During the year UNHCR submitted over74,800refugees to States for
resettlement, and more than71,000departed with UNHCRs assistance.
Accordingto governmental statistics, 22countries
admitted88,600refugees for resettlement during 2012(with orwithout
UNHCRs assistance). The United States ofAmerica received the
highest number (66,300).

893,700 A S Y L UM C L A I M S

More than 893,700people submitted individualapplications for
asylum or refugee status in 2012.UNHCR offices registered 13per
cent of these claims.With an estimated 70,400asylum claims, the
UnitedStates of America was the worlds largest recipient of
newindividual applications, followed by Germany (64,500),South
Africa (61,500), and France (55,100).

21,300 UN A C C O M PA N I E D C H I L D R E N

Some 21,300asylum applications were lodged byunaccompanied or
separated children in 72countriesin 2012, mostly by Afghan and
Somali children. It wasthe highest number on record since UNHCR
startedcollecting such data in 2006.

48% WOM E N AN D G I R LS

Refugee women and girls accounted for 48per cent ofthe refugee
population in 2012, a proportion that hasremained constant over the
past decade.

46% C H I L D R E N

Children below 18years constituted 46per cent of therefugee
population in 2012. This was in line with 2011but higher than a few
years ago.

tophost countries

3UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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The Domiz Refugee Camp, located nearDohuk in the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq, ishome to thousands of Syrian refugees.

4 UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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TTHE YEAR

HE YEAR20122012 was markedwas marked

by refugee crises reachingby refugee crises reachinglevels
unseen in the previ-levels unseen in the previ-ous decade.
Conflicts suchous decade. Conflicts suchas those in the
Democraticas those in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo, Mali, theRepublic of the Congo, Mali,
theSyrian Arab Republic, and the bor-Syrian Arab Republic, and the
bor-der area between South Sudan andder area between South Sudan
andSudan forced more thanSudan forced more than

1.11.1millionmillion

refugees into neighbouring coun-refugees into neighbouring
coun-tries. An average oftries. An average of 3 0003,000
peoplepeopleper day became refugees inper day became refugees
in

20122012,,five times more than infive times more than in
20102010. These. Thesenew refugees joined the more thannew refugees
joined the more than800 000800,000 people who had becomepeople who
had becomerefugees inrefugees in

20112011. Throughout the. Throughout theyear, neighbouring
States kept theiryear, neighbouring States kept theirborders open
and provided a safe ha-borders open and provided a safe ha-ven for
these hundreds of thousandsven for these hundreds of thousandsof
refugees, despite the significantof refugees, despite the
significant

social and economic implications forsocial and economic
implications fortheir own nationals.their own nationals.

In addition, an estimatedIn addition, an estimated
6.56.5mil-mil-lion people were displaced withinlion people were
displaced withinthe borders of their countries, almostthe borders
of their countries, almosttwice as many as intwice as many as in
20112011and the sec-and the sec-ond highest of the past decade.ond
highest of the past decade.5)(5)AsAsa result of conflict and
persecution,a result of conflict and persecution,on average
duringon average during

20122012,, 23 00023,000peoplepeople

per day were forced to abandon theirper day were forced to
abandon theirhomes and seek protection, eitherhomes and seek
protection, eitherwithin or outside the borders of theirwithin or
outside the borders of theircountriescountries seesee Figure
1Figure 1 on pageon page 6.

By the end ofBy the end of 20122012, some, some
4545.2mil-mil-lion people worldwide were consid-lion people
worldwide were consid-ered as forcibly displaced due to perse-ered
as forcibly displaced due to perse-cution, conflict, generalized
violencecution, conflict, generalized violenceand human rights
violations. Theyand human rights violations.
Theyincludedincluded

1515.4million refugees,million refugees, 6)(6)2828.8million
IDPsmillion IDPs 7)(7)and close to oneand close to one

million individuals whose asylummillion individuals whose
asylumapplications had not yet been adjudi-applications had not yet
been adjudi-cated by the end of the reporting pe-cated by the end
of the reporting pe-riod. Theriod. The 20122012level was the
highestlevel was the highestsincesince

19941994, when an estimated, when an estimated 4747mil-mil-lion
people were considered forciblylion people were considered
forciblydisplaced worldwide.displaced worldwide.

Largely due to escalating crisesLargely due to escalating
crisesin the Syrian Arab Republic andin the Syrian Arab Republic
and

Mali, the total number of refugeesMali, the total number of
refugeesand IDPs under UNHCRs care inand IDPs under UNHCRs care
in20122012increased byincreased by 2.3 million people,million
people,reachingreaching2828.2million persons by year-million
persons by year-endend seesee Figure 2Figure 2 on page 7on page 7.
The num-. The num-ber of refugees increased slightly tober of
refugees increased slightly to1010.5million frommillion from
1010.4inin 20112011, and the, and thenumber of IDPs protected or
assistednumber of IDPs protected or assistedby UNHCR increased toby
UNHCR increased to 1717.7millionmillionfromfrom

1515.5inin 20112011. In addition, UNHCR. In addition,
UNHCRestimates that at leastestimates that at least 1010million
per-million per-

In 2012, forced population displacement continued to affect
large numbers of people worldwide.UNHCRs 2012Global Trends report
analyses statistical trends and changes from Januaryto December
2012, for the populations for whom UNHCR has been entrusted with
aresponsibility by the international community. These people
include refugees, asylum-seekers,returnees, stateless persons and
certain groups of internally displaced persons (IDPs), and are

collectively referred to as persons of concern. 4)(4)

IntroductionI

4 See page 37 for a d efinition of each population group.

5 Source: IDMC.

6 This figure includes 4.9 million Palestinian refugees
registered with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UN RWA).

7 Source: IDMC.

5UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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Overview of

sons were stateless globally, with official

statistics covering only some 3.3million.

The number of individual asylum

applications registered with Govern-

ments or UNHCR in 2012 reflects a

continued increasing demand for inter-

national protection throughout the year.

The total of 893,700 claims submitted

was a three per cent increase over 2011

and the second highest level of the past

10 years. More than 21,300 unaccom-panied or separated children,
mainly

from Afghanistan and Somalia, filed an

asylum application during the year, the

highest number since UNHCR started

collecting such information in a system-

atic way in 2006. According to UNHCR

data, at least 113,000unaccompanied or

separated children lodged asylum claims

since 2006.

Fortunately, some 526,000 refu-

gees were able to return home volun-

tarily during the year, similar to 2011.

UNHCR submitted over 74,800 refu-

gees for resettlement in 2012, one-fifth

less than in 2011, largely due to security

constraints and processing backlogs.

Where UNHCR was engaged with

IDPs, an estimated 1.6 million people

were able to return home in 2012. Un-

fortunately, the situation in many coun-

tries prevented the return of millions of

forcibly displaced people. For example,

the number of refugees considered to bein protracted situations
(8)was 6.4million

at year-end.

The figures in 2012Global Trendsare

based on data reported by governments,

non-governmental organizations and

UNHCR. The numbers are rounded

to the closest hundred or thousand. As

some adjustments may appear in the

2012Statistical Yearbook, to be released

later this year, the figures contained in

this report should be considered as pro-

visional, and may be subject to change.Unless otherwise
specified, the report

does not refer to events occurring after

31December 2012. n

By end 2012, the populationunder UNHCRs responsibilitywas
35.8million persons, taking

account of new displacements,durable solutions, legaland
demographic changes,improved availability of data,and revised
estimates.

II

8 Defined as a situation in which 25,000 or morerefugees of the
same nationality have been in exilefor five years or longer in a
given asylum country.

These truly are alarming numbers.They reflect individual
suffering on a huge scale

and they reflect the difficulties ofthe international community
in preventing conflicts

and promoting timely solutions for them.

ANTNIOGUTERRES, UNHIGHCOMMISSIONERFORREFUGEES

Fig. 1 Average number of newly displaced personsper day*|
2003-2012

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

003 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12

* Displaced internally and across international borders.

6 UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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TT

HEHE 1010.5 MILLION REFU-MILLION REFU-GEESGEES under UNHCRs
re-under UNHCRs re-sponsibility included somesponsibility included
some619619,000000 people in refugee-people in refugee-

like situations.like situations.9)(9)

The num-The num-ber of people whose asylum applica-ber of people
whose asylum applica-tions had not yet been adjudicatedtions had
not yet been adjudicatedby the end of the reporting periodby the
end of the reporting periodwas estimated atwas estimated at
937937,000000. A total of. A total of1717.7 million IDPs, including
moremillion IDPs, including morethanthan

401401,000000people in IDP-like situ-people in IDP-like
situ-ations, received humanitarian assis-ations, received
humanitarian assis-tance under arrangements in whichtance under
arrangements in whichUNHCR was either a lead agency orUNHCR was
either a lead agency ora key partner. This was the highesta key
partner. This was the highestfigure on record.figure on record.

In countries where UNHCR wasIn countries where UNHCR wasengaged
with IDPs, an estimatedengaged with IDPs, an estimated

1.6 million IDPs were able to returnmillion IDPs were able to
returnhome during the year.home during the year.10)(10)During
theDuring thesame period, somesame period, some

526526,000000refugeesrefugeesrepatriated voluntarily.repatriated
voluntarily.

DuringDuring 20122012, UNHCR identified, UNHCR identifiedmore
thanmore than 3.3434million stateless per-million stateless
per-sons insons in

7272 countries, and estimatedcountries, and estimatedthe total
number of stateless personsthe total number of stateless
personsworldwide at more thanworldwide at more than
1010millionmillionpeople.people.11)(11)In addition,In addition,

1

.

3

million in-million in-dividuals outside any of the
abovedividuals outside any of the abovecategories received
protection and/categories received protection and/or assistance
from UNHCR basedor assistance from UNHCR basedon humanitarian or
other specialon humanitarian or other specialgrounds. These
individuals are re-grounds. These individuals are re-ferred to as
other groups or personsferred to as other groups or persons

of concern.of concern. n

Global Trends

9 Three-quarters of the 619,000 people in arefugee-like
situation were located in Bangladesh,the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, and Ecuador.

10 According to the IDMC,2.1 million IDPswere reported to have
returned to their place of

residence in 2012 globally, the lowest figuresince 2003.

11 Refugees and asylum-seekers who are alsostateless persons are
not included in this figure, butare reflected in the figures
relating to the relevantrefugee and asylum-seeker groups.

Fig. 2 Refugees and IDPs protected/assistedby UNHCR | 2003-2012
(end-year)

(in millions)30

25

20

15

10

5

0

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12IDPs protected /
assistedRefugees
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4,000,000

2,000,000

400,000

Refugees (a)

Asylum-seekers (pending cases)

IDPs protected/assisted by UNHCR(b)

Returned refugees, returned IDPs

Stateless persons

Others of concern

Total population below 10,000

a Including people in refugee-like situation

b Including people in IDP-like situation

DEM. REP. OF THE CONGO

Total population of concern to UNHCR by country of asylum and
category | end-2012Map 1

COLOMBIA

8 UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

PAKISTAN

9UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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Teenager Aminata with her two-month-old daughter, Aichatou, and
other youngrelatives in Burkina Fasos Damba RefugeeCamp for Malian
refugees. The girl andher family walked from northern Mali to

reach safety in the camp.

10 UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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Resettled refugeesin UNHCRsrefugee statistics

Over the past 10 years, more than

836,000 refugees have arrived in industrialized

countries through resettlement programmes.

They are not included in UNHCRs refugeestatistics owing to the
fact that they have found

a durable solution. They remain however of

concern to UNHCR.

TTHEHE 20122012 INCREASEINCREASE, notnotseen since the earlyseen
since the early

19901990s,s,was partly offset by the vol-was partly offset by
the vol-untary return of some halfuntary return of some halfa
million refugees, primar-a million refugees, primar-

ily to Afghanistan, Cte dIvoire andily to Afghanistan, Cte
dIvoire andIraq. Further reductions in global ref-Iraq. Further
reductions in global ref-ugee figures resulted from the appli-ugee
figures resulted from the appli-

cation of the cessation clause to An-cation of the cessation
clause to An-golan and Liberian refugees acrossgolan and Liberian
refugees acrosssub-Saharan Africasub-Saharan Africa 1 2)(12) and
fromand from the revision of Government esti-the revision of
Government esti-mates for Iraqi refugees in Jordan andmates for
Iraqi refugees in Jordan andin the Syrian Arab Republic. Despitein
the Syrian Arab Republic. Despitethe significant number of new
ar-the significant number of new ar-rivals, the global refugee
populationrivals, the global refugee populationthus grew by
onlythus grew by only 9797,700700people com-people com-pared
topared to 20112011.

Table 1Table 1 shows thatshows that 3.5 million ormillion
orone-third (one-third (

3434 ) of all refugees were%) of all refugees were

residing in countries covered byresiding in countries covered
byUNHCRs Asia and Pacific region. OfUNHCRs Asia and Pacific region.
Ofthese,these,

2

.

5

million were Afghans (million were Afghans (7070 ).%).

Sub-Saharan Africa was host to al-Sub-Saharan Africa was host to
al-mostmost 2.8 million or one-quarter ofmillion or one-quarter
ofall refugees, primarily from Soma-all refugees, primarily from
Soma-lia (lia (

799799,300300), Sudan (), Sudan (527527,800800), and), andthe
Democratic Republic of thethe Democratic Republic of theCongo
(Congo (476476,500500). The Middle East). The Middle Eastand North
Africa region hostedand North Africa region hostedsomesome
1.6million ormillion or 1515per cent of theper cent of the

worlds refugees, mainly from Iraqworlds refugees, mainly from
Iraq(

554554,500500) and the Syrian Arab Re-) and the Syrian Arab
Re-public (public (

442442,300300), while Europe hosted), while Europe
hostedsomesome 1.8million (million (1717 ). In Europe, ref-%). In
Europe, ref-ugees from the Syrian Arab Repub-ugees from the Syrian
Arab Repub-lic (lic (

283283,900900) and Serbia (and Kosovo:) and Serbia (and
Kosovo:S/RES/S/RES/12441244((19991999)) ()) (155155,600600) were
the) were thelargest groups. Withlargest groups. With 806806,600600
refu-refu-

gees, the Americas region hosted thegees, the Americas region
hosted thesmallest share of refugees (smallest share of refugees
(

8

) glob-%) glob-ally. Here, Colombians (ally. Here, Colombians
(391391,100100) con-) con-stituted the largest number.stituted the
largest number.13)(13)

Two major developments im-Two major developments im-pacted
refugee figures in the Middlepacted refugee figures in the
MiddleEast and North Africa region. First,East and North Africa
region. First,conflict in the Syrian Arab Repub-conflict in the
Syrian Arab Repub-lic forced somelic forced some 647647,000000
people topeople toseek refuge in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,seek refuge in
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,Lebanon, Turkey and other countriesLebanon,
Turkey and other countriesin the region. Second, Governmentin the
region. Second, Government

estimates of Iraqi refugees in the Syr-estimates of Iraqi
refugees in the Syr-ian Arab Republic and Jordan wereian Arab
Republic and Jordan wererevised downward torevised downward to

534 400534,400at theat theend ofend of 20122012. This revision
reflects that. This revision reflects thata number of Iraqis have
returned toa number of Iraqis have returned toIraq or moved onward
to other coun-Iraq or moved onward to other coun-tries since their
arrival. In addition,tries since their arrival. In
addition,somesome 5454,000000Malian refugees fled toMalian refugees
fled toMauritania in earlyMauritania in early 20122012, while more,
while morethanthan

2222,000000Somali refugees arrivedSomali refugees arrivedin
Yemen.in Yemen.

The global number of refugees under UNHCRs mandate was estimated
at 10.5million at theend of 2012. Outflows of more than 1.1million
refugees, mainly from the Democratic Republicof the Congo, Mali,
Somalia, Sudan, and the Syrian Arab Republic stretched
emergencyresponse systems globally for the third year in a row.

Refugee populationIII

In sub-Saharan Africa, the num-In sub-Saharan Africa, the
num-ber of refugees increased for the thirdber of refugees
increased for the thirdconsecutive year. By the end ofconsecutive
year. By the end of

20122012,,there were close tothere were close to2.82.8million
refugeesmillion refugeesin sub-Saharan Africa,in sub-Saharan
Africa, 81 00081,000moremorethan at the beginning of the yearthan
at the beginning of the yearand more than half a million moreand
more than half a million morethan two years earlier.
Nevertheless,than two years earlier. Nevertheless,

the numbers remained below thosethe numbers remained below
thoseinin

20002000 when more thanwhen more than 3.43.4 mil-mil-lion people
were refugees in sub-lion people were refugees in sub-Saharan
Africa.Saharan Africa.

Major refugee outflows in sub-Sa-Major refugee outflows in
sub-Sa-haran Africa were reported from theharan Africa were
reported from theDemocratic Republic of the Congo,Democratic
Republic of the Congo,Mali, Somalia, and Sudan. The out-Mali,
Somalia, and Sudan. The out-break of violence in the
Democraticbreak of violence in the DemocraticRepublic of the Congo
led to new in-Republic of the Congo led to new in-ternal
displacement of more than oneternal displacement of more than
one

12 Some of these groups are now included in the population
category Others of concern while UNHCRassists them to integrate
locally.

13 This figure includes 282,30 0 Colombians in Ecuador, the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and Panamaconsidered to be in a
refugee-like situation.

11UNHCR Global Trends 2012
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million people, as well as outflows oftens of thousands of
Congolese into

Uganda (40,200), Rwanda (17,000),

and Burundi (8,200).(14) As observed

in earlier years, on-going violence and

drought in southern and central Soma-

lia continued to force large numbers to

flee; in 201275,000Somalis sought ref-

uge abroad, mainly in Ethiopia (35,800),

Yemen (22,300), and Kenya (13,800).

Overall, some 763,000 Somalis or

an estimated 8 per cent of the popula-

tion have left the country during thepast six years. The
outbreak of war in

Mali resulted in a large-scale refu-

gee movement in 2012, when an esti-

mated 143,000people fled to Maurita-

nia (54,000), Niger (50,200), and Burkina

Faso (38,400). Conflict in Sudan led to

the outflow of 112,500refugees to South

Sudan (100,000) and Ethiopia (12,500)

while more than 35,000 refugees from

South Sudan arrived in Ethiopia.

A total of 272,800 refugees acrosssub-Saharan Africa were able
to return

home in safety and dignity, including

to Cte dIvoire (72,800), the Demo-

cratic Republic of the Congo (71,900),

Burundi (35,700)(15), Liberia (29,400), and

Angola (19,700).

In the Americas, the refugee popula-

tion remained virtually unchanged, at

roughly 806,600. The United States of

America accounted for one third of refu-

gees in this region according to UNHCR

estimates (262,000).(16) Some 1,500 Co-lombians were granted
refugee status in

Ecuador bringing the total number of

Colombian refugees (54,600) and people

in a refugee-like situation (68,300) to al-

most 123,000at the end of 2012. In the

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the

estimated number of Colombian refu-

gees and persons in a refugee-like situ-

ation remained unchanged at 203,600.

In the Asia and Pacific region, the

total number of refugees, including peo-

ple in a refugee-like situation, was esti-mated at 3.5million at
the end of 2012,

a decrease of 2per cent during the year.

This was largely due to the voluntary

repatriation of almost 100,000Afghan

refugees from Pakistan and the Islamic

Republic of Iran, and departures for re-

settlement of more than 34,000refugees

out of Malaysia, Nepal, and Thailand,

facilitated by UNHCR.

In Europe, the refugee population

increased by 245,600people to 1.8mil-

lion at the end of 2012 (+16%) largely asa result of the arrival
of 308,000 Syr-

ian refugees in Turkey. Some 68,600of

them returned spontaneously to their

country in the course of the year. Anadditional 17,700Syrian
asylum-seekers

were granted international protection

on an individual basis across Europe.

The increase in Syrian refugees across

Europe was partly offset by a revision of

UNHCRs refugee estimate for the Unit-

ed Kingdom, from 193,600to149,800.(17)

COUNTRIES OF ASYLUM

With one exception, the 10 major ref-

ugee-hosting countries in 2012 were

the same as in 2011. The United Statesof America dropped out of
the list of

the top 10, and Turkey moved in into

10th place [see Figure 5]. Together, these10countries hosted
5.8million or 55per

cent of all refugees worldwide.

Pakistan continued to host the largest

number of refugees in the world (1.64mil-

lion), nearly all from Afghanistan. The

overall figure decreased by64,000people

compared to the start of the year, mainly

due to voluntary repatriation of Afghan

refugees. The Islamic Republic of Iranhosted 868,200 refugees by
year-end,

almost all Afghans. An overall drop of

18,200 refugees was observed, mainly

because of repatriating Afghans.

Protractedrefugee situations

UNHCR defines a protracted refugee

situation as one in which 25,000 or more

refugees of the same nationality have been

in exile for five years or longer in a given

asylum country. Based on this definition, it is

estimated that some 6.4 million refugees werein a protracted
situation by the end of 2012.

These refugees were living in 25 host countries

accounting for an overall total of 30 protracted

situations.

14 Congolese arriving in Uganda were grantedrefugee status on a
prima facie basis whereas thosearriving in Burundi and Rwanda went
throughindividual refugee status determination.

15 Some 33,800 returnees included former refugeesliving in
Mtabila camp, United Repu blic of Tanzania.The cessation clause of
refugee stat us of this groupfell on 1 August, 2012, and the
orderly return operationto Burundi took place on 31 October,
2012.

16 In the absence of official refugee statistics,UNHCR is
required to estimate refugee populationsin 25 industrialized
countries.

17 Idem.

UNHCR regions

Start-2012 End-2012 Change (total)

Refugees

People in

refugee-like

situation s Total refugees Refugees

People in

refugee-like

situations Total refugees Absolute %

- Central Africa and Great Lakes 635,100 - 635,100 479,300 -
479,300 -155,800 -24.5%- East and Horn of Africa 1,606,900 26,000
1,632,900 1,866,700 26,000 1,892,700 259,800 15.9%- Southern Africa
144,600 - 144,600 134,700 - 134,700 -9,900 -6.8%- West Africa
280,600 - 280,600 267,800 - 267,800 -12,800 -4.6%

Total Africa* 2,667,200 26,000 2,693,200 2,748,500 26,000
2,774,500 81,300 3.0%

Americas 516,800 290,800 807,600 515,400 291,200 806,600 -1,000
-0.1%Asia and Pacific 3,391,000 216,300 3 ,607,300 3,299,300
226,200 3,525,500 -81,800 -2.3%Europe 1,553,300 900 1,554,200
1,799,300 500 1,799,800 245,600 15.8%Middle East and North Africa
1,669,300 70,900 1,740,200 1,519,000 74,800 1,593,800 -146,400
-8.4%

Total 9,797,600 604,900 10,402,500 9,881,500 618,700 10,500,200
97,700 0.9%

* Excluding North Africa.

TABLE 1 Refugee populations by UNHCR regions | 2012
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Germany reported 589,700 refugees

at the end of 2012, an increase of 3per

cent (+18,000 people), making it the

third-largest refugee hosting country in

the world.(18)Kenya ranked fourth with

564,900refugees, virtually unchanged

compared to the start of the year(566,500). In light of the
deteriorating hu-

manitarian situation and escalating vio-

lence in the Syrian Arab Republic, the

Government estimate for Iraqi refugees

in the country was revised from 750,000

to 471,400assuming that a number of

Iraqis had left the country. UNHCR con-

tinued to provide assistance to a regis-

tered 62,700Iraqi refugees in the Syrian

Arab Republic by end 2012. Including

other groups, the total number of refu-

gees in the Syrian Arab Republic was476,500at year-end, making
it the fifth

largest refugee-hosting country.

Ethiopia continued to receive new

arrivals in 2012 with 94,000 people

seeking refuge, mostly from Soma-

lia (35,800) and South Sudan (35,200), but

also Sudan (12,500) and Eritrea (10,700).

Since 2008, when Ethiopia was host to

83,600refugees, figures have more than

quadrupled. By the end of 2012, the refu-

gee population had grown to 376,400and

Ethiopia was hosting the sixth largestrefugee population in the
world.

The refugee population in Chad

remained relatively stable at 373,700

compared to 366,500at the end of 2011.

In Jordan, the Governments estimate of

Iraqi refugees was revised down from

450,000to 63,000. This reduction was

partly offset by the arrival of more than

131,000Syrian refugees. The total num-

ber of refugees in Jordan stood at 302,700

by year-end, making it the eighth largest

refugee-hosting country in the world.Reported numbers of
refugees in Chi-

na remained largely unchanged since

the early 1980s, and the country featured

as 9thlargest refugee-hosting country ac-

cordingly. Meanwhile, in Turkey, there

were significant numbers of new arriv-

als in 2012. More than 307,700Syrian ref-

ugees arrived over the course of the year

and were granted temporary protection

by the Government of Turkey. With the

return of 68,600 people to the Syrian

Arab Republic, the number was 248,500

Most refugeeslive in developingcountries

The percentage of refugees residing in

developing countries has increased over the past

decade. Ten years ago, developing countries hostedon average 70
per cent of the worlds refugees; this

figure now stands at 81 per cent.

By the end of 2012, developing countries hosted

8.5 million refugees. The 49 Least Developed

Countries provided asylum to 2.5 million refugees

or 24 per cent of the global total.

at the end of 2012. Combined with other

refugee populations, the total number of

refugees in Turkey was 267,100, moving

it from the 59thto the 10thmost important

refugee-hosting country in the space of

only one year. In no other country had

the change been so dramatic.

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN

Afghanistan, Somalia, Iraq, the Syr-

ian Arab Republic, and Sudan were

the top five source countries of refugees

at the end of 2012. With the exception

of the Syrian Arab Republic, this was

comparable to the end of 2011, when Af-

18 The refugee estimate for Germany is cur rentlyunder review
which may lead to an adjustment infuture reports.

Fig. 3 Source countries of refugees | 2008-2012Ranking based on
2012 data
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Fig. 4 Major source countries of refugees | end-2012
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ghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, Sudan, and the

Democratic Republic of the Congo were

the top-ranking source countries. The

top five countries of 2012accounted for

more than half (55%) of all refugees un-

der UNHCRs responsibility worldwide[see Figure 3].

With close to 2.6million refugees in

82 countries, Afghanistan remained

the leading country of origin of refu-

gees in 2012. The country has remained

on top of the list for 32 consecutive

years with numbers varying from

500,000refugees at the onset of the cri-

sis in 1979, to more than 6.3million at its

peak in 1990. On average, one out of four

refugees in the world are from Afghani-

stan, with 95per cent of them located

in Pakistan and the Islamic Republic

of Iran. Outside the immediate region,

Germany hosted the largest number of

Afghans - an estimated 31,700people.

Somalis were the second largest refu-gee group under UNHCRs
responsibil-

ity, with more than 1.1 million people

at the end of 2012- 61,000more than at

the start of the year. Between 2007and

2011, more than half a million Somalis

arrived in Ethiopia and Kenya as a re-

sult of conflict and violence combined

with drought and famine. One positive

sign was that the refugee outflow slowed

down in 2012, with 35,800arriving in

Ethiopia and 13,800 in Kenya. In addi-

tion, 3,200Somalis fled to Djibouti whilesome 22,300 embarked on
a perilous

journey across the Gulf of Aden or the

Red Sea to Yemen.

Despite signficiant revisions of

figures, Iraqis were the third largest

refugee group in 2012, with an esti-

mated 746,400persons mainly in the

Syrian Arab Republic (471,400) and

Jordan (63,000). This is nearly less

than half of the figure reported in 2011(1.4 million), as
Governments reduced

their estimates in both countries, on the

assumption that many people returned

to Iraq or moved elsewhere. Other im-

portant host countries of Iraqi refugees

were Germany (49,800) and the Islamic

Republic of Iran (44,100).

Conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic

forced 647,000 people to flee mainly to

neighbouring countries. This was the

largest annual exodus by a single refu-

gee group since 1999, when more than867,000people fled Kosovo
(S/RES/1244

(1999)), primarily to Albania, Bosnia and

Herzegovina, and the former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia. The total num-

ber of Syrian refugees at end 2012was

728,500, making them the fourth larg-

est refugee group in the world a jump

from 36thplace a year earlier.

Sudan was the fifth largest country

of origin, with 569,200refugees under

UNHCRs mandate at the end of 2012, up

from 387,100 (19)two years earlier. Fight-ing in southern areas
of Sudan drove

100,000persons to seek refuge in South

Sudan and 12,500in Ethiopia during the

year. An estimated 218,000 Sudanese

have fled the country since the outbreak

of conflict in 2011.

Other main source countries of refu-

gees were the Democratic Republic of the

Congo, Myanmar, and Colombia. The

number of Congolese refugees increased

for the fifth consecutive year, reaching

an all-time high by year-end (509,400).Some 40,000Congolese were
granted

prima facie refugee status in Uganda,

while an additional 25,300 Congolese

were recognized on an individual basis,

mainly in Rwanda (15,100), and in Bu-

rundi (6,400). The numbers of refugees

from Myanmar (415,300) and Colom-

bia (394,100) remained relatively stable

compared to 2011. The figure for Myan-

mar included an estimated 200,000un-

registered people in Bangladesh. The

figure for Colombians included refugeesas well people in a
refugee-like situation

in Ecuador, the Bolivarian Republic of

Venezuela and Panama.

19 This figure includes citizens of South Suda n inthe absence
of separate statistics available for bothcountries until 2011.

Fig. 6 Number of refugees per 1 USD GDP (PPP)per capita |
2012

Pakistan

Ethiopia

Kenya

South Sudan

Chad

Dem. Rep. of Congo

Uganda

Bangladesh

Yemen

Syrian Arab Rep.

552

303

301

209

200

153

130

112

98

90
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Map 2 Refugee-hosting countries | end-2012

* Including people in refugee-like situation.

and effort made by countries, in relation

to their national economy, can be consid-

ered as high. This indicator shows that

in 2012, the 25countries with the largest

number of refugees per 1USD GDP percapita were all developing
countries, and

included 16Least Developed Countries.

More than 5.2million refugees, repre-

senting 50per cent of the worlds refu-

gees, resided in countries whose GDP

(PPP) per capita was below USD 5,000.

Pakistan had the highest number of

refugees in relation to its national econo-

my[see Figure 6], hosting 552refugees per1USD GDP (PPP) per
capita. Ethiopia was

second with 303refugees per 1 USD GDP

(PPP) per capita, followed by Kenya (301),

South Sudan (209), Chad (200), and the

Democratic Republic of the Congo (153).

The first developed country was Ger-

many, in 31stplace, with 15refugees per1 USD GDP (PPP) per
capita.

Rankings change when the number

of refugees is compared to the national

population of the host country. Here,

Jordan tops the list with 49refugees per

1,000 inhabitants, followed by Chad

with 33refugees per 1,000 inhabitants,

Lebanon (32), Congo (24) and the Syrian

Arab Republic (23) [see Figure 7]. Chadand South Sudan are the
only countries

among the top 10for both indicators. n

CONTRIBUTIONSOF HOST COUNTRIES

Countries contribution to international

refugee protection can take many forms.

These include providing asylum, of-fering refugees a durable
solution and

providing funds for protection and assis-

tance activities including in other, usual-

ly less prosperous, countries. Developing

countries often host large groups of refu-

gees, placing an extra burden on their

communities. To assist these countries,

the international community often pro-

vides resources through UNHCR, other

international agencies, non-governmen-

tal organizations or bilaterally.

The ratio of the size of its hosted ref-ugee population to the
average income

level of a country according to the Gross

Domestic Product (GDP) (Purchasing

Power Parity) (20)per capita (21)provides a

proxy measure of the burden of hosting

refugees that permits a better compar-

sion between countries. When the num-

ber of refugees per 1USD GDP (PPP) per

capita is high, the relative contribution

20 Source for Gross Domestic Product (Purchasing

Power Parity): International Monetary Fund , WorldEconomic
Outlook Database, Ap ril 2013 (accessed 25April 2013).

21 Source for national populations: United Nations,Population
Division, World Population Prospects: The2010 Revision, New York,
2011.

Fig. 7 Number of refugees per 1,000 inhabitants | 2012
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Naima Abdullahi, 36, outside her home inAtlanta, Georgia. An
ethnic Oromo fromEthiopia, her parents fled to Kenya. She wasonly
10 when the family was resettled in theUnited States.
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While UNHCR works to ensure that the rights and well-being of
refugees are protected, theorganization is also mandated to seek
durable solutions that allow refugees to rebuild theirlives in
dignity and safety. There are three solutions for refugees:
voluntary repatriation, localintegration, or resettlement to a
third country.

VVOLUNTARY REPATRIA-

OLUNTARY REPATRIA-

TIONTION is the durable solu-is the durable solu-tion for the
largest numbertion for the largest numberof refugees. It requires
theof refugees. It requires thecommitment of the coun-commitment of
the coun-

try of origin to protect and to reinte-try of origin to protect
and to reinte-grate its own citizens back into theirgrate its own
citizens back into theirhome communities. For some refu-home
communities. For some refu-gees, resettlement to a third
countrygees, resettlement to a third countryis a way to find
permanent safetyis a way to find permanent safetyand the enjoyment
of fundamentaland the enjoyment of fundamentalhuman rights. For
others, findinghuman rights. For others, findinga long-term home in
the country ofa long-term home in the country of

asylum and integrating into the localasylum and integrating into
the local

community offers a solution to theircommunity offers a solution
to theirplight and the opportunity to start aplight and the
opportunity to start anew life.new life.

Resettlement benefits a compara-Resettlement benefits a
compara-tively small number of refugees: intively small number of
refugees: in20122012, less than one per cent of the, less than one
per cent of theworlds refugees benefited from thisworlds refugees
benefited from thisdurable solution. Over the past tendurable
solution. Over the past tenyears, someyears, some
836836,500500refugees were re-refugees were re-settled compared
tosettled compared to 7.2million refu-million refu-gees who
repatriated. In recent years,gees who repatriated. In recent
years,UNHCR and States have worked toUNHCR and States have worked
to

increase the use of resettlement as aincrease the use of
resettlement as a

strategic durable solution.strategic durable solution.Local
integration is a complex andLocal integration is a complex and

gradual process which comprisesgradual process which
comprisesdistinct but related legal, economic,distinct but related
legal, economic,social and cultural dimensions. Forsocial and
cultural dimensions. Formany, acquiring the nationality ofmany,
acquiring the nationality ofthe country of asylum is the culmi-the
country of asylum is the culmi-nation of this process. The
analysisnation of this process. The analysisof local integration
data appearing inof local integration data appearing inthis report
is limited to the availabil-this report is limited to the
availabil-ity of statistics on the naturalizationity of statistics
on the naturalizationof refugees in host countries.of refugees in
host countries.

IV

Durable Solutions for Refugees

COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTIONS STRATEGIES

When positive changes of a funda-When positive changes of a
funda-mental and durable nature havemental and durable nature
havetaken place in a refugees country oftaken place in a refugees
country oforigin, and it is recognized that theorigin, and it is
recognized that thecauses of flight no longer exist, bothcauses of
flight no longer exist, boththethe

19511951Refugee Convention and theRefugee Convention and
the19691969Convention Governing the Spe-Convention Governing the
Spe-cific Aspects of Refugee Problems incific Aspects of Refugee
Problems in

Africa provide for the formal cessa-Africa provide for the
formal cessa-tion of refugee status. At the end oftion of refugee
status. At the end of20112011, UNHCR recommended to cease, UNHCR
recommended to ceaserefugee status of Angolan refugeesrefugee
status of Angolan refugees

who fled their country as a result ofwho fled their country as a
result ofconflicts betweenconflicts between

19611961andand 20022002, and, andof Liberian refugees who fled
as aof Liberian refugees who fled as aresult of civil wars
betweenresult of civil wars between 19891989andand20032003, as of,
as of 3030JuneJune 20122012. Refugee sta-. Refugee sta-tus for
Rwandan refugees who fledtus for Rwandan refugees who fledtheir
country betweentheir country between 19591959andand
3131De-De-cembercember 19981998as a result of the differ-as a
result of the differ-

ent episodes of inter-ethnic violenceent episodes of
inter-ethnic violencebetweenbetween

19591959andand 19941994, the genocide, the genocideofof
19941994and its aftermath, and the re-and its aftermath, and the
re-newed armed conflict that eruptednewed armed conflict that
erupted

in north-western Rwanda fromin north-western Rwanda from
19971997toto19981998 will cease as of, will cease as of
3030JuneJune 20132013.

Leading up to the cessation, com-Leading up to the cessation,
com-prehensive strategies have been de-prehensive strategies have
been de-signed and implemented to find solu-signed and implemented
to find solu-tions for as many Angolan, Liberiantions for as many
Angolan, Liberianand Rwandan refugees as possible,and Rwandan
refugees as possible,be it in their countries of origin orbe it in
their countries of origin or

of asylum.of asylum.For Angolan refugees significantFor Angolan
refugees, significant

progress was made inprogress was made in 20122012 as some, as
some20 00020,000refugees returned with anotherrefugees returned,
with another
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26,000 persons registered for repatria-

tion. Some 70,000opted for local inte-

gration, primarily in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo and Zambia.

At the Intergovernmental Ministerial

meeting, the Government of Zambia

pledged to support the local integrationof about 10,000Angolan
refugees who

have been living in Zambia for over four

decades, some of whom have been born

and brought up in the country as second-

or third-generation refugees.

Some 29,500 Liberian refugees re-

turned home in 2012, while local inte-

gration was underway for 12,400 per-

sons. Local integration has been greatly

facilitated by the Economic Commu-

nity of West African States (ECOWAS)

Protocol relating to Free Movement ofPersons, Residence and
Establishment,

which allowed former Liberian refugees

to reside and work in any ECOWAS

Member State.

For Rwandan refugees, some

11,200returned home in 2012, with lo-

cal integration underway in some host

countries. Some Governments in the

region have agreed to pursue feasible lo-

cal integration opportunities for Rwan-

dan refugees, including citizenship

through naturalization.A regional comprehensive solutions

strategy to enhance the search for com-

prehensive solutions for Congolese refu-

gees from the Democratic Republic of the

Congo was also developed in 2012. While

repatriation and local integration oppor-

tunities were being pursued in some asy-

lum countries, some 7,000Congolese ref-

ugees were submitted for resettlement in

2012as part of a multi-year resettlement

plan, targeting over 50,000submissions

from 2012to2015/2016.

VOL UNTARY RE PATRIATI ON

The number of refugees repatriating

dropped steadily from 2004 to 2010,

when only 197,600people were able to

return home. This trend reversed in

2011 with the reported repatriation of

532,000 refugees, and has remained

constant in 2012.(22)Globally, more than

7.2million refugees have returned home

over the past 10 years, 4.9 million of

them with UNHCRs assistance.In 2012, the main countries of
return

were Afghanistan (98,600), Iraq (82,300),

Cte dIvoire (72,900), the Democratic

Republic of the Congo (71,900), and the

Syrian Arab Republic (68,600). Most of

the Afghans and Iraqis had been in exile

for many years before finally being able

to return. Of the repatriating Syrian and

Ivorian refugees, most returned after

only one or two years in exile.

The largest numbers of refugee de-

partures were reported by Pakistan(83,400), followed by Liberia
(72,000),

Turkey (68,800), the Syrian Arab

Republic (56,900), and the Republic

of Congo (46,600). With the perspec-

tive of continued violence in both the

Syrian Arab Republic and Congo,

returns to these countries may not

be sustainable.

As of June 2012, UNHCR ceased

awarding refugee status to people who

had fled Angola as a result of the coun-

trys 1965-75war of independence or sub-sequent civil war, which
ended in 2002.

Many of the roughly 600,000 people

who fled Angola to neighbouring coun-

tries had already returned. To facilitate

returns ahead of the cessation deadline,

UNHCR launched a new assisted return

programme in late 2011, to help Ango-

lan refugees return home from nearby

countries. Overall some 20,000Ango-

lans returned in 2012, almost all of them

with UNHCRs assistance.

In West Africa, UNHCR concludedthe voluntary repatriation
operation for

tens of thousands of Liberians forced into

exile during the 14years of civil war in

the country. In total, UNHCR helped

more than 155,000Liberian refugees to

go home, mainly by road convoys and

chartered flights.

RESETTLEMENT

Resettlement continued its vital role as

an essential component of comprehen-

sive frameworks for solutions, while of-fering an important
protection tool and

an international responsibility-sharing

mechanism. Although the resettlement

base expanded to include 27 countries

in 2012, the number of annual resettle-

ment places offered by States did not

significantly increase, remaining at

around 80,000places allocated globally.

Resettlement needs continued to exceed

the number of places available by a ra-

tio of 1:10.

In 2012, UNHCR submitted over74,800refugees for resettlement,
18per

cent less than in 2011. Some 11per cent

of all resettlement submissions were

for women and girls at risk. This was

the highest percentage of recent years,

up from less than 8 per cent in 2008.

Overall submission levels have declined

from a peak in 2009, when more than

128,000refugees were put forward. This

reflected increased time for the process-

ing of complex cases and UNHCRs deci-

sion to restrict submission levels in order

22 Based on consolidated reports from countriesof asylum
(departure) and origin (return).

Fig. 8 Refugee returns | 2000-2012
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rights and in some cases the acquisition

of citizenship in the country of asylum.

As an economic, social and cultural pro-

cess, refugees are able to live amongst or

alongside the host population, without

discrimination or exploitation and con-

tribute actively to the social, economic

and cultural life of their country of asy-

lum. Local integration requires efforts

by all concerned, including on the partof refugees to adapt to
the host society,

and on the part of host communities

to welcome refugees and to meet their

diverse needs.

Measuring the number of refugees

who have naturalized remained chal-

lenging. Where refugees can acquire

citizenship through naturalization,

many countries do not distinguish the

naturalization of refugees from that of

other categories of persons. Hence, the

23 The United States of America ceas ed issuingstatistics on the
number of naturalized refugees.The latest available information is
for 2009, when55,300 refugees were naturalized between Januaryand
September of that year.

On 26 October 2012, a decree was issued by the Brazilian
Government

to grant permanent residency to nearly 2,000 former Angolan
and

Liberian refugees. This measure was adopted by the Brazilian
migration

authorities following a global UNHCR recommendation in January
that

year, asking States to apply the cessation clauses in the two
refugee

situations. Brazil is the first country in Latin America and
outside the

African region to adopt UNHCRs recommendations. Most Angolan
and

Liberian refugees living in Brazil arrived in the country during
the 1990s,

fleeing internal civil conflicts that displaced millions of
people.

to avoid an excessive backlog of people

unable to depart.

During the year, a total of 88,600ref-

ugees were admitted by 22resettlement

countries, including the United States

of America (66,300), Canada (9,600),

Australia (5,900), Sweden (1,900), andNorway (1,200). This was
8,800people

more than in 2011(79,800). The United

States of America and Canada together

admitted nearly nine out of ten resettled

refugees in 2012.

In 2012, almost 71,300individuals de-

parted with UNHCRs assistance, 15per

cent more than in 2011. By nationality,

the main beneficiaries of the UNHCR-

facilitated resettlement programmes

were refugees from Myanmar (17,400),

Bhutan (16,700), Iraq (13,700), andSomalia (7,000).

UNHCRs offices in 85countries of

asylum were involved in facilitating

resettlement processing during 2012.

The largest number of refugees reset-

tled with UNHCRs assistance departed

from Nepal (16,700), Malaysia (10,500),

Thailand (7,300), Turkey (5,900), and the

Syrian Arab Republic (3,500). These five

UNHCR offices combined accounted for

6out of every 10resettlement departures

assisted by the organization in 2012.

LOCAL INTEGRATION

Local integration is a complex and grad-

ual process by which refugees legally,

economically, socially and culturally in-

tegrate as members of the host society.

As a legal process, refugees are granted

a range of entitlements and rights which

are broadly commensurate with those

enjoyed by citizens. Over time the pro-

cess should lead to permanent residence

naturalization of refugees tends to be re-

stricted and under-reported.

Nevertheless, information avail-

able to UNHCR shows that during

the past decade at least 801,000 refu-

gees have been granted citizenship by

their asylum countries. The United

States of America alone accounted for

two-thirds of this figure.(23) For 2012,

UNHCR was informed of refugees beinggranted citizenship in 27
countries, in-

cluding Belgium (2,100), Ireland (1,100),

Viet Nam (990), Montenegro (230), and

Armenia (215).n

Brazilian residency for Angolan and Liberian refugees

Fig. 9 Resettlement of refugees | 2000-2012
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A tense-looking woman in the remoteriver village of Apawe in
MyanmarsRakhine State. More than half the peoplein the village were
forcibly displacedduring inter-communal violence in

October 2012. The villagers needed foodand clothing.
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T

HE NUMBER OF IDPHE NUMBER OF IDPS, in-in-cluding people in
IDP-likecluding people in IDP-likesituations,situations,25)(25) who
benefitedwho benefited

from UNHCRs protectionfrom UNHCRs protectionand assistance
activitiesand assistance activities

stood at almoststood at almost 1717.7 million at themillion at
theend ofend of 20122012. This was the highest fig-. This was the
highest fig-ure on record, andure on record, and

2

.

2

million moremillion morethan at the start of the year (than at
the start of the year (1515.5mil-mil-lion). Where UNHCR was
engagedlion). Where UNHCR was engagedwith IDP populations, offices
re-with IDP populations, offices re-ported at least five million
newly-ported at least five million newly-displaced people
indisplaced people in 20122012, particularly, particularlyin the
Democratic Republic of thein the Democratic Republic of theCongo
and the Syrian Arab Repub-Congo and the Syrian Arab Repub-

lic. Among those countries wherelic. Among those countries
whereUNHCR was operational, close toUNHCR was operational, close
to1

.

6

million IDPs returned homemillion IDPs returned homeduring the
reporting period, manyduring the reporting period, manywith UNHCRs
assistance. UNHCRwith UNHCRs assistance. UNHCRfigures for end
offigures for end of

20122012 included IDPincluded IDPpopulations in a total
ofpopulations in a total of

2626countries.countries.With someWith some 4 million
internallymillion internally

displaced people registered by thedisplaced people registered by
theGovernment sinceGovernment since

19971997, Colombia, Colombiacontinued to face a large
displace-continued to face a large displace-

The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre estimated the global
number of personsdisplaced by armed conflict, generalized violence
and human rights violations at the end of 2012at some 28.8million,
the highest number in more than two decades.(24)

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)V

ment situation. Escalating conflictment situation. Escalating
conflictand violence in the Syrian Arab Re-and violence in the
Syrian Arab Re-public displaced an estimated twopublic displaced an
estimated two

million within the country, andmillion within the country,
andaffected an estimated four millionaffected an estimated four
millionmore by the end of the year. Despitemore by the end of the
year. Despiteaccess and security constraints,access and security
constraints,UNHCR was able to assist an esti-UNHCR was able to
assist an esti-matedmated 700700,000000individuals inindividuals in
20122012.

Renewed fighting in the Demo-Renewed fighting in the Demo-cratic
Republic of the Congo displacedcratic Republic of the Congo
displacedmore than a million people duringmore than a million
people during

the year, bringing the total num-the year, bringing the total
num-ber of IDPs in the country to almostber of IDPs in the country
to almost2.72.7million by the end ofmillion by the end of 20122012.
At the. At thesame time,same time, 305 000305,000IDPs were able
toIDPs were able toreturn home, some soon after theirreturn home,
some soon after theirdisplacement. War in Mali indisplacement. War
in Mali in 20122012

24 For detailed statistics on global internaldisplacement, see
the IDMC website atwww.internal-displacement.org.

25 As in Kyrgyzstan (168,600), South Sudan(155,200), and Sudan
(77,300).

Fig. 10 Conflict-induced internal displacement| 2001-2012
(end-year)
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

MALI

displaced more than 227,000 peoplewithin the country.
Inter-communal

tensions in Rakhine State of Myanmar

resulted in 115,000people fleeing their

homes, and the total number of IDPs in

Myanmar was estimated at 430,000by

year-end. Renewed conflict and secu-

rity concerns displaced 203,000people

in Afghanistan in 2012; by the end of the

year, the number of IDPs was estimated

at almost half a million.

Significant numbers of new inter-

nal displacement caused by conflict orviolence were also
reported by Paki-

stan (362,000), South Sudan (190,500),

Philippines (178,000), Libya (143,000),

and Sudan (104,000).

Although millions of people were

newly displaced during the year, oth-

ers were able to return to their places

of habitual residence. In collaboration

with the Yemeni authorities, UNHCR

assisted tens of thousands of people in

making their way back home. This

was the first significant number of re-turns since May 2011when
fighting be-

tween government troops and militantserupted in southern Yemen.
Overall,

although some 107,000IDPs in Yemen

returned in the course of the year, the

number of IDPs protected/assisted by

UNHCR in Yemen remained high, at

around 385,300.

Some 219,000Iraqis returned to their

homes in 2012, reducing the number of

IDPs protected/assisted by UNHCR in

the country to 1.1million. Similarly, the

number of people still displaced in Cte

dIvoire dropped to 45,000 by year-endas 96,000people returned to
their places

of habitual residence.

Although more than 100,000people

headed home, the number of IDPs pro-

tected or assisted by UNHCR in Sudan

remained high, approximately 1.8 mil-

lion(26)by the end of the year. In Somalia,

the IDP figure was an estimated 1.1mil-

lion, including large numbers in Moga-

dishu and the Afgooye Corridor.

Overall, the highest number of IDP

returns was reported in the Philip-pines (336,000), the
Democratic Repub-

lic of the Congo (305,000), Iraq (219,000),

and Libya (177,500).n UNHCR

/F.NOY

On 6 December 2012, the African Union

Convention on the Protection of and Assistance

to Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (known

as the Kampala Convention) entered into force.

This was a major breakthrough for the protectionof IDPs in
Africa.

The Convention covers displacement from causes

that include conflict, generalized violence, human

rights violations, manmade and natural disasters,

climate change and public and private works

projects. It affirms the primary responsibility of

States for their own internally displaced citizens,

and calls for national and regional actions to

prevent internal displacement and to ensure that

IDPs are protected and helped.

Countries that have ratified the Convention

are required to transfer its provisions intonational laws.
UNHCR, together with partners,

is promoting further ratifications and assisting

Governments to domesticate the Convention. 26 According to IDMC
estimates, the number of ID Psin Sudan is estimated at at least 2.2
million.

The KampalaConvention
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A group of displacedCongolese women makeconglomerate
woodenbricks, which are used asfuel for cooking. Theywill be sold
to otherwomen so they do nothave to risk assault bysearching for
firewood.
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A family of asylum-seekers in a receptioncentre in Sofia,
Bulgaria. Asylum-seekers areprovided with shelter, health insurance
anda modest allowance while waiting for theirclaims to be
processed.

24 UNHCR Global Trends 2012


	
8/11/2019 Unhcr Refugiados

25/48

An asylum-seeker is an individual seeking international
protection and whose claim for refugeestatus has not yet been
determined. This section presents main trends in individual
asylumapplications lodged in 2012, with an overview of decisions.
It does not include information onmass influxes of refugees, nor on
those granted refugee status on a group or prima facie basis.

VI

Asylum-seekers

SOMEOME

893893700700 27)(27)INDIVIDU-INDIVIDU-ALAL applications for
asylum orapplications for asylum orrefugee status were
submittedrefugee status were submittedto governments or UNHCRsto
governments or UNHCRsoffices inoffices in

164164 countries orcountries orterritories duringterritories
during 20122012, the second, the secondhighest level of the past
ten years.highest level of the past ten years.While this
constituted aWhile this constituted a

3

per centper centincrease globally compared toincrease globally
compared to 20112011(864864,600600claims), the increase in
in-claims), the increase in in-

dustrialized countries was an es-dustrialized countries was an
es-timatedtimated

8

per cent.per cent.28)(28)Of the provi-Of the provi-sional total
ofsional total of 893893,700700asylum claims,asylum claims,an
estimatedan estimated 731731,900900were initial ap-were initial
ap-plicationsplications 29)(29)lodged in first instancelodged in
first instanceprocedures, while the remainingprocedures, while the
remaining161161,800800claims were submitted at sec-claims were
submitted at sec-ond instance, including with courtsond instance,
including with courtsor other appellate bodies.or other appellate
bodies.30)(30)

UNHCRs offices registeredUNHCRs offices registeredsomesome
115115,800800individual asylum ap-individual asylum ap-plications
of the provisional total ofplications of the provisional total
of

893893,

700700claims inclaims in 20122012, significantly,
significantly

more than the year before (more than the year before
(9898,800800).).The Offices share in the globalThe Offices share in
the globalnumber of applications registered in-number of
applications registered in-creased fromcreased from 1111toto
1313per cent.per cent.

For the first time sinceFor the first time since 20062006,
South, SouthAfrica was not number one host ofAfrica was not number
one host ofnew asylum-seekers. Instead, thenew asylum-seekers.
Instead, theUnited States of America topped theUnited States of
America topped thelist with an estimatedlist with an estimated 70
40070,400 newnewasylum claims registered duringasylum claims
registered duringthe year.the year.31)(31)This number
represent-This number represent-ed an increase ofed an increase of
9per cent inper cent in 20122012,,compared tocompared to 20112011
((64 40064,400; revised; revised

estimate). Asylum-seekers fromestimate). Asylum-seekers from

Egypt (+Egypt (+101101 ), Honduras (+%), Honduras (+3636 ),
Mex-%), Mex-ico (+ico (+3333 ), and Guatemala (+%), and Guatemala
(+1313 ) ac-%) ac-counted primarily for this increase.counted
primarily for this increase.Almost half of all asylum claims
inAlmost half of all asylum claims inthe country were lodged by
asylum-the country were lodged by asylum-seekers from China
(seekers from China (2424 ), Mexi-%), Mexi-co (co (

1717 ), or El Salvador (%), or El Salvador (7 ). Violence%).
Violencegenerated by transnational organ-generated by transnational
organ-ized crime, gang-related violence andized crime, gang-related
violence and

drug cartels in some parts of Centraldrug cartels in some parts
of Central

NEW INDIVIDUAL ASYLUM APPLICATIONS REGISTERED

27 Owing to the fact that some European countries have not yet
released all their national asylum data at the time of writing,
this figure is likely to be revised laterthis year.

28 For a detailed analysis of asylum trends in industrialized
countries, seeAsylum Levels and Trends in Industrialized Countries,
2012, UNHCR Geneva, March2013, available at:
http://www.unhcr.org/5149b81e9.html

29 The data for some countries include a significant number of
repeat claims, i.e. the applicant has sub mitted at least one
previous application in the same oranother country.

30 Statistical information on outcomes of asylum app eals and
court proceedings is under-reported in UNHCRs statistics,
particularly in industrialized countries,

because this type of data is often either not collected by
States or not p ublished separately.31 Estimated number of ind
ividuals based on the n umber of new cases (43,050) and multiplied
by 1.1 to reflect the average number of individuals per case
(Source:US Department of Homeland Security); and number of new
defensive asylum requests lodged with the Executive Office of
Immigration Review (23,050, reportedby individuals). Until
recently, UNHCR applied the factor of 1.4 for data provided by the
US Depar tment of Homeland Security. This figure was revised as a
result ofnewly available information. As a result, the f igure
quoted in this report differs from the one quoted in the document
Asylum Levels and Trends in IndustrializedCountries, 2012, UNHCR
Geneva, March 2013 (http://www.unhcr.org/5149b81e9.html ).

TABLE 2 New and appeal applications registered| 2010-2012

2010 2011 2012**

State* 747,300 734,100 755,100UNHCR 96,800 98,800 115,800

Jointly*** 6,200 31,700 22,800Total 850,300 864,600 893,700

% UNHCR only 11% 11% 13%

*Includes revised estimates.

**Provisional figure.

*** Refers to refugee status determination conducted jointly by
UNHCR and governments.
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In the case of Afghan asylum-seekers,

five countries registered half of all new

claims: Germany (7,500), Sweden (4,800),

Turkey (4,400), Indonesia (4,100), and

Austria (4,000).

DECISIONS

Provisional figures indicate that States

and UNHCR rendered 689,000 deci-

sions on individual asylum applica-

tions during 2012. These figures do

not include cases which were closed for

administrative reasons with no deci-

sions issued to applicants;(34) in 2012, at

least 205,200 such cases were reported

to UNHCR.

UNHCR staff adjudicated 54,400, or

8per cent of the total number of sub-

stantive decisions a portion similar

to 2011 (9%). In 12countries, 18,200sub-

stantive decisions were taken in joint

UNHCR and State procedures. Datarelating to individual decisions
are in-

complete as a few States have not yet

released all their official statistics. The

2012decision data quoted in this report

are therefore not fully comparable with

previous years.

Some 260,700asylum-seekers were

recognized as refugees (210,000) or

given a complementary form of protec-

tion (50,700) in the course of 2012. This

Refugee status determination (RSD)under UNHCRs mandate

all new claims for the year. Four-fifths of

UNHCRs refugee status determination

work (in terms of new applications regis-

tered) was concentrated in 10countries.

BY NATIONALITY

For the first time since 2008, Zimba-bwe was not the top source
country of

asylum-seekers. The highest number of

new asylum claims filed by individuals

with UNHCR or with States originated

from the Democratic Republic of the

Congo (52,400), Afghanistan (48,900),

the Syrian Arab Republic (31,800), Eri-

trea (29,700), Pakistan (28,500), and So-

malia (28,300). These figures should,

however, be considered as indicative

because the country of origin for some

asylum-seekers is unknown or undis-closed by some States. As in
previous

years, asylum-seekers tend to cluster by

nationality in particular countries. For

instance, almost half of all new Congo-

lese asylum claims were lodged either

in Rwanda (17,100) or Burundi (8,200).

Similarly, about half of all new Eritrean

asylum claims were registered in Sudan.

Although asylum-seekers from the Syr-

ian Arab Republic sought protection in

90countries, 6out of 10requested refu-

gee status on an individual basis eitherin Sweden (7,800
claims), Germany

(6,200 claims) or Libya (3,800 claims).

34 Also referred to as non-substant ive decisions which might
result inter alia from the death of the applicant,no-show for
interview, withdrawal of the application, abandonment of th e
claim, or the determination thatanother country is resp onsible for
the claim (Dublin II procedure).

In countries where national asylum

systems are not in place or whereStates are unable or unwilling
to assess

asylum claims in a fair or efficient

manner, UNHCR may conduct refugee

status determination under its mandate.

Between 2003 and 2012, UNHCR

registered some 900,000 individual

asylum applications, making the

organization the second largest

asylum body in the world after the

Government of South Africa. At

the global level, in 2003, UNHCRs

share in individual applications

registered amounted to 7 per cent.

While fluctuating between 8 and

15 per cent annually in subsequent

years, it stood at 13 per cent in 2012.

Between 2003 and 2007, UNHCR

registered on average 80,000 asylum

applications per year, and increased

to an average 100,000 per year

between 2008 and 2012. The largest

number of applications was registered

in Malaysia (197,600), followed by

Kenya (191,100), Turkey (95,000),

Egypt (50,600), and Jordan (32,800).

These five offices accounted for

almost two-thirds (63%) of all asylum

applications registered with UNHCR

over the past 10 years.

Between 2003 and 2012, UNHCR

issued 537,000 substantive individual

RSD decisions. Of these, 78 per

cent resulted in the granting of

refugee status. While in 2003,

UNHCR conducted individual RSD

in 50 countries and territories, ten

years later, this number had increased

to 66, mainly due to the inclusion of

a number of Caribbean and Pacific

islands in RSD statistics.

Between 2003 and 2012, the world

witnessed significant changes in

displacement patterns and increasingly

complex protection environments.

UNHCR was increasingly compelled to

implement individual RSD procedures

as part of immediate emergency

responses to conflict induced

displacement in which UNHCR and

Governments had traditionally relied

more on group approaches to RSD.

Individual RSD procedures in these

contexts also necessitated mechanisms

to identify and adjudicate complex

individual RSD cases and caseloads,

including those raising exclusion,

security, or political concerns.

Frequently, efficient and effective

individual RSD procedures were

essential to provide protection, and to

preserve asylum space in countries of

asylum. UNHCR expects that individual

RSD operations will remain a featureof modern contexts of
displacement,

and continues to increase the needed

capacity to meet this need.

TABLE 4 Substantive decisions taken | 2010-2012

2010 2011 2012*

State 512,800 518,000 616,400UNHCR 61,100 52,600 54,400

Jointly** 5,200 6,500 18,200

Total 579,100 577,100 689,000% UNHCR only 11% 9% 8%

* Provisional figure.

** Refers to refugee status determination conducted jointly by
UNHCR andgovernments.
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2012, at over 90per cent of cases being

recognized at the first instance. Recog-nition rates were also
high for asylum-

seekers from Somalia (85%), Sudan

(77%), the Democratic Republic of the

Congo (72%), Iraq (72%), the Islamic

Republic of Iran (64%), Afghanistan (61%),

and China (57%). In contrast, among the

top 20 countries of origin of asylum-

seekers in 2012, the TRR was low for

persons from Zimbabwe (2%), Serbia

(and Kosovo: S/RES/1244 (1999)) (3%),

Nigeria (10%), Colombia (14%), and

Pakistan (17%).By the end of the year, a total

of 937,000individuals awaited decisions

on their asylum claims. This figure

included people at any stage of the asy-

lum procedure. However, the true num-

ber of undecided asylum cases is un-

known, as many countries do not report

this information. n

Provisional data indicate that

21,300 individual asylum applications were

lodged by UASC in 72 countries in 2012.

This is the highest level on record since

UNHCR started collecting such data in a

systematic way in 2006. The 2012 figureconstituted about 4 per
cent of the total

number of asylum claims lodged in those

countries, and was consistent with the

percentage observed in the past five years

(4% each). In absolute terms, however,

the number of UASC seeking asylum

increased compared to 2011 (17,700 claims

in 69 countries), and 2010 (15,600 claims in

69 countries) respectively.

Europe received 14,300 or two-thirds of the

21,300 UASC claims. Sweden and Germany

again registered the greatest number of UASCasylum claims in
Europe, with 3,600 and

2,100 UASC claims respectively. Austria and

the United Kingdom were other important

recipients of UASC applications, with 1,600 and

1,200 UASC claims respectively. Outside Europe,

Canada reported having registered 280 UASC

claims, the first time ever it had provided

such data. Kenya and Indonesia were other

important destination countries for UASC, with

3,200 and 1,200 asylum claims respectively.

The available information indicates that

5,400 unaccompanied or separated children

were recognized in 2012 as refugees orgranted a complementary
form of protection.

Despite a significantly higher number of UASC

applications, this figure was comparatively

lower than in 2011 (5,200 positive grants),

2010 (5,400) and 2009 (7,700). Europe

accounted for 67 per cent of all positive

decisions rendered in 2012.

The available information on the country of

origin of UASC confirmed the trend already

observed in previous years whereby mainly

Afghan and Somali children applied for asylum

(7,000 and 1,300 claims respectively). Eritrean

UASC submitted some 420 asylum claims.

In addition, a significant number of UASC

originating from South Sudan sought asylum

in Kenya (2,100 claims). * For additional information, see2011
StatisticalYearbook, p. 38, UNHCR, Geneva.

35 This figure is likely to be substantially higher: a
significant number of decisions rendered by States at the appeal or
review stage of the a sylum procedure have yet to bereleased.

36 In the absence of an internationally agreed method ology for
calculating recognition rates, UNHCR uses t wo rates to compute the
propor tion of refugee claims acceptedduring the year. The Refugee
Recognition Ratedivides the number of asylum-seekers grante d
Convention refugee status by the total num ber of substantive
decisions(Convention status, complementary protection, and rejected
cases). The Total Recognition Ratedivides the number of asylum-se
ekers granted Convention refugee statusor a complementary form of
protection by the total number of substantive decisions (Convention
status, complementary protection, and rejected cases).
Non-substantivedecisions are, to the extent possible, excluded from
both calculations. For t he purpose of global comparability, UNH CR
only uses these two recognition rates an d does notreport rates
calculated by national authorities.

Unaccompanied or separatedchildren (UASC)seeking asylum*

number included an estimated 20,400(35)

individuals whose initial negative deci-

sions had been overturned at the appeal

or review stage.

In contrast, some428,300claims were

rejected on substantive grounds. This

number includes negative decisions atthe first instance and on
appeal. Asy-

lum-seekers rejected at both first and

appeal instances may be reported twice,

depending on methods used by govern-

ments for reporting asylum decisions.

REFUGEE RECOGNITION RATES (RRR)

At the global level (UNHCR and State

asylum procedures combined), the

RRR was estimated to be 30per cent of

all substantive decisions taken during

2012, while the Total Recognition Rate(TRR) was 38per
cent.(36)These rates

have remained relatively stable over

the past three years, and are indicative

only, as some States have yet to report

relevant data.

The TRR has fluctuated over the

years. Ten years ago, it was less than

30 per cent. It gradually increased to

46.5per cent in 2009, only to drop slight-

ly below 40per cent in the years that

followed. There is a significant differ-

ence in the TRR in asylum proceduresadministered by UNHCR
compared to

that of States. Over the past decade, the

TRR in UNHCR procedures never fell

below 65per cent, while the TRR for

States never exceeded 40per cent.

In 2012, among the main receiving in-

dustrialized countries, where States are

responsible for conducting refugee status

determination, Norway and Switzerland

had the highest TRR at the first in-

stance in 2012(56% and 55%, respectively).Among the countries
listed in Table 3[seepage 26] where UNHCR is conductingRSD, TRRs in
2012 were above 60per

cent. Cameroon was the only exception,

with a TRR of 22per cent.

In UNHCR and State asylum pro-

cedures combined, the TRR for per-

sons from the Syrian Arab Republic,

Eritrea, and Myanmar were highest in

TABLE 5 Total recognition rates | 2003-2012 (in %)Refers to
Convention refugee status and complementary forms of protection

Responsible

for RSD 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

States 24.8 25.2 30.3 33.6 37.7 33.6 39.3 33.2 32.7 32.8UNHCR
65.7 73.1 83.3 77.0 76.7 77.7 84.9 80.4 77.8 77.6Global* 27.3 28.7
36.1 38.5 44.5 40.3 46.5 38.5 37.5 37.8

* Includes RSD conducted jointly by UNHCR and governments.
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gradually released by national statis-gradually released by
national statis-tical offices, UNHCR expects furthertical offices,
UNHCR expects further

improvements in data.improvements in data.This report only
includes dataThis report only includes data

on countries for which reliable offi-on countries for which
reliable offi-cial statistics or estimates of statelesscial
statistics or estimates of statelesspopulations were available.
Despitepopulations were available. Despitethe increased number of
countries re-the increased number of countries re-porting and the
enhanced reliabilityporting and the enhanced reliabilityof their
figures, UNHCR was unableof their figures, UNHCR was unableto
provide comprehensive statisticsto provide comprehensive
statisticson stateless persons in all countries.on stateless
persons in all countries.Annex table 7Annex table 7 41)(41)includes
some coun-includes some coun-tries (marked with an asterisk)
fortries (marked with an asterisk) for

which UNHCR has informationwhich UNHCR has informationabout the
existence of significantabout the existence of significantstateless
populations, but for whichstateless populations, but for whichno
reliable figures were available.no reliable figures were
available.

The data on statelessness inThe data on statelessness
in20122012

have shown a continuation of thehave shown a continuation of
thetrend observed in previous yearstrend observed in previous
yearsof expanding coverage and knowl-of expanding coverage and
knowl-edge of stateless persons. By the endedge of stateless
persons. By the endofof 20122012, statistics on persons falling,
statistics on persons fallingu
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