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 1. UNHCR and international protection
 2. Persons of concern to UNHCR
 3. 2010 global trends
 4. The legal framework
 5. Statistics
 6. UNHCR Activities in South Africa
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1. UNHCR and International Protection
 Created by the General Assembly in 1950, began to work in January 1951
 In accordance with its Statute, UNHCR works under the authority of the UN General assembly and follows policy directives of the ECOSOC
 UNHCR is governed by the Executive Committee of the High Commissioner’s Programme (ExCom)
 85 countries are members of ExCom (South Africa as of 1997)
 ExCom approves UNHCR’s programmes and budgets and provides guidance on international protection (ExCom Conclusions)
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UNHCR’s protection mandate
 • UNHCR has the responsibility to work with countries in protecting uprooted people and finding permanent solutions.
 • UNHCR’s protection mandate extends beyond refugees to incorporate other persons of concern such as asylum seekers, stateless persons, internally displaced persons and returnees.
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Responsibility to protect persons of concern
 • States are primarily responsible for the provision of international refugee protection
 • UNHCR works closely with governments to ensure that persons of concern are protected
 • However, UNHCR is not a substitute for government responsibility
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2. Persons of concern to UNHCR
 • Refugees
 • Asylum seekers
 • Stateless persons
 • Internally displaced persons
 • Returnees
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Source: UNHCR Global Trends 2010
 3. 2010 Global Trends
 Worldwide Africa
 Refugees 9.9 million 2.3 million
 Asylum seekers 837,478 329,608
 Stateless 3,4 million 21,119
 Internally displaced
 14.6 million 6.2 million
 Returnees 197,626 43,466

Page 8
                        

Source: UNHCR Global Trends 2010
 Global Statistics at a Glance
 Refugees Wordwide
 Latin America
 and Caribbean
 83,382 1%
 Europe1,586,373
 16%
 North America 430,123
 4%Oceania 28,815
 0%
 Africa2,348,368
 24%
 Asia, 5,475,351,
 55%
 Refugees in Africa
 Central Africa-
 Great Lakes 976,300
 45%
 Western Africa
 168,326 8%
 Southern Africa
 146,162 7%
 East and Horn of Africa
 858,859 40%
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Refugee Producing Countries 2010
 3,054,700
 1,683,600
 770,200
 476,700
 415,700
 395,600
 387,200
 338,700
 222,500
 Afghanistan
 Iraq
 Somalia
 DRC
 Myanmar
 Colombia
 Sudan
 Viet Nam
 Eritrea
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Individual applications submitted in 2010 by receiving country
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4. The Legal Framework: Key Instruments
 Refugees •1951 Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees•1967 Protocol relating to the Status of refugees•1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa
 •Domestic legislation•Human rights instruments•Ex Com Conclusions
 Stateless •1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons•1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness
 •Constitutional framework•Domestic legislation, including citizenship laws
 Internally Displaced
 Persons
 •2009 AU Convention for the Protection and
 Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons •1998 Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement
 Returnees •1969 OAU Convention (Article V)•Domestic legislation •Tri-partite agreements (COO, COA, UNHCR)
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Legal Framework in South Africa
 • The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996
 • No. 130 of 1998: Refugee Act, 1998• No.33 of 2008: Refugees Amendment Act, 2008• No. 12 of 2011: Refugees Amendment Act, 2011
 • Other legal instruments: • Immigration Act as amended in 2011
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The South African Refugee Legal Framework: Key Features
 • Progressive asylum regime• Adherence to international standards for refugee
 protection • Broad refugee definition• Procedural safeguards and minimum standards
 incorporated• Rights and obligations of refugees clearly defined
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Policy review in South Africa
 • Challenges linked to the mixed migration phenomenon • Access to the territory• Access to the asylum system• Return to “Safe third country” or “first country of asylum”• Re-location of Refugee Reception Offices• Reception arrangements and reception centres at the
 border• Right to work and study for asylum seekers
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5. Statistics
 Estimated numbers:• Refugees: 57,899• Asylum seekers: 171,702
 Nationalities:• Refugees: Somalia, DRC, Ethiopia, others• Asylum seekers: Zimbabwe (81%), Malawi, Ethiopia and
 others
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6. UNHCR Activities in South Africa
 • Coordination with Government and civil society/ Advocacy
 • Training • Reception of refugees and asylum seekers• Emergency financial assistance to most vulnerable
 refugees• Promotion of durable solutions for refugees• Promotion of self-reliance• Counter-xenophobia
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UNHCR activities in South Africa
 • Coordination with Government• Art. 35 of 1951 Convention (para. 8 of 1950 UNHCR Statute)• Basic Agreement between the Government of the Republic of
 South Africa and the UNHCR concerning presence, role, legal status, immunities and privileges of the UNHCR and its personnel in the Republic of South Africa (1993)
 • In practice; e.g. response during 2008 xenophobia crisis
 • Coordination with civil society• Protection Working Group
 • Advocacy; public and “behind the scenes”
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UNHCR activities in South Africa
 • Training (2009-2011)
 • Refugee law and Refugee Status Determination:DHA• Refugee Reception Centre Managers• RSD Officers • Registration Officers• Compliance Officers
 • Sessions in Musina, Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria and Johannesburg
 • Emergency response training: Camp Coordination and Camp management (Office of Disaster Management, Western Cape)

Page 19
                        

Emergency assistance to vulnerable refugees and asylum seekers
 • Legal advice and assistance• Emergency shelter/accommodation• Emergency financial assistance• Food vouchers• Income generation• Skills training• Access to health services and education• HIV/AIDS
 Estimated number of beneficiaries: 11,200
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UNHCR Assistance to Refugees and Asylum Seekers in South Africa
 Implementing Partner
 Total(ZAR)
 Total(USD)
 Type of activities
 Refugee Aid Organization (RAO)
 6,857,000
 902,237 Food, shelter, funeral contributions, grants for chronically ill/disabled, UAMs in Gauteng
 Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS)
 6,744,058
 887,376 Medical referrals, pre-school, education, income-generating activities in Gauteng
 Cape Town Refugee Centre (CTRC)
 6,144,469
 808,483 Food, shelter, medical referrals, education, grants for vulnerables, UAMs and elderly, funeral contributions, income-generating activities, language training, anti-xenophobia campaigns in Western Cape
 Refugee Social Services (RSS)
 4,409,834
 580,241 Food, shelter, medical referrals, education, grants for chronically ill/disabled, UAMs and elderly, funeral contributions, income-generating activities, HIV/AIDS in KZN
 Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR)
 3,384,386
 445,314 Legal assistance in Johannesburg, Pretoria, Durban and MusinaPrevention of statelessness in South Africa
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UNHCR Assistance to Refugees and Asylum Seekers in South Africa Implementing Partner Total
 (ZAR)Total(USD)
 Type of activities
 Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (NMMU)
 786,400
 103,474 Legal assistance in Eastern Cape
 Child Welfare South Africa
 411,452 54,138 Child protection to UAMs in Musina
 Unit for Social Behaviour Studies in HIV/AIDS & Health (USBAH) at the University of South Africa (UNISA)
 375,036
 49,347 HIV prevention and health promotion amongst refugees and asylum-seekers in Pretoria
 Musina Legal Advice Office (MLAO)Partnership discontinuedas of 1 August
 474,150
 62,388 Assistance to Zimbabweans in obtaining documents in Musina.
 Sonke Gender Justice Network
 635,736
 83,650 HIV/AIDS, reproductive health in Johannesburg and Cape Town.
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UNHCR Assistance to Refugees and Asylum Seekers in South Africa Implementing Partner Total
 (ZAR)Total(USD)
 Type of activities
 Sediba Hope Centre 249,289
 32,801 Assistance to HIV positive and chronically ill in Pretoria.
 El-Shaddai Church
 976,748 128,519 Food assistance in Musina.
 UNHCRDirect Implementation
 4,257,814
 560,238 Procurement, transport & storage, RSD related activities, HIV/AIDS related activities and prevention of statelessness in Southern Africa.(USD 150,000 donation from Nike for Peace Education in Gauteng Province).
 IP Total 32,462,358
 4,271,363
 UNHCR Total 4,257,814 560,238
 Grand Total 36,720,172 4,831,601
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Promotion of Durable Solutions
 • Voluntary repatriation (January 2009-October 2011)
 • Persons repatriated: 311
 • Local Integration
 • Resettlement (January 2009-October 2011)
 • Persons submitted for resettlement: 2,408• Persons departed to third countries: 516
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Thank you for your attention!
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