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The Tragic Week of Barcelona 1909The Tragic Week of Barcelona 1909 and The 1980 Gwangju Uprising: and The 1980 Gwangju Uprising:
 two insurrections of the 20th Centurytwo insurrections of the 20th Century
 By By Jordi Gómez AlibésJordi Gómez Alibés
 Congress of the Korean Association of HispanistsCongress of the Korean Association of Hispanists
 Daegu Catholic University, June 13, 2009Daegu Catholic University, June 13, 2009http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
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Historical Context (I)Historical Context (I)
 Spain in 1909Spain in 1909 Parliamentary MonarchyParliamentary Monarchy TurnismoTurnismo: conservatives and : conservatives and
 liberals with the help of the liberals with the help of the caciquescaciques take turns in power take turns in power (a fictional democracy)(a fictional democracy)
 The rest of the political forces The rest of the political forces and the worker unions and the worker unions excluded from the systemexcluded from the system
 The country remains plunged The country remains plunged into an identity crisis caused into an identity crisis caused by the by the 1898 Desastre1898 Desastre
 Growth of the military power Growth of the military power (Law of Jurisdictions, 1906)(Law of Jurisdictions, 1906)
 Korea in 1979-80Korea in 1979-80 Political vacuum after Park Political vacuum after Park
 Chung-hee’s assassination Chung-hee’s assassination (26-10-79)(26-10-79)
 Choi Kyu-hah’s interim Choi Kyu-hah’s interim presidency: promise of new presidency: promise of new constitution and electionsconstitution and elections
 Army mutiny: Jeon Du-hwan Army mutiny: Jeon Du-hwan antireformist faction takes antireformist faction takes over the armed forces over the armed forces
 Students unrest in favor of Students unrest in favor of democracy and against the democracy and against the new military powernew military power
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Historical Context (II)Historical Context (II)
 Barcelona in 1909Barcelona in 1909 587,000 inhabitants587,000 inhabitants City and surroundings: City and surroundings:
 Industrial sector prevails Industrial sector prevails (textile and metallurgy)(textile and metallurgy)
 Significant labor movement Significant labor movement ((Solidaridad ObreraSolidaridad Obrera, , UGTUGT))
 High rate of illiteracyHigh rate of illiteracy Higher education only Higher education only
 available to the bourgeoisieavailable to the bourgeoisie Education monopolised by the Education monopolised by the
 Catholic ChurchCatholic Church High immigration (Andalucía, High immigration (Andalucía,
 Levante region)Levante region)
 Gwangju in 1980Gwangju in 1980 730,000 inhabitants730,000 inhabitants Main urban area in Honnam Main urban area in Honnam
 regionregion Left out of the Left out of the
 industrialization process and industrialization process and government development government development plansplans
 Agriculture and services Agriculture and services industryindustry
 1/7 of the population are high 1/7 of the population are high school and university students school and university students (over 100,000)(over 100,000)
 Only yellow unions allowedOnly yellow unions allowed Homogeneous population, Homogeneous population,
 almost no class differencealmost no class difference
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The Triggers (I)The Triggers (I)
 Spain 1909Spain 1909
 Catalan textile sector in crisis: Factories close down, lock-out, Catalan textile sector in crisis: Factories close down, lock-out, salaries reductions. The Catalan labor unions consider a general salaries reductions. The Catalan labor unions consider a general strike.strike.
 July 11: Government call up of reservists to serve in the Melilla July 11: Government call up of reservists to serve in the Melilla
 Campaign. They are sent to Morocco to protect the iron mines, Campaign. They are sent to Morocco to protect the iron mines, property of Spanish capitalists, against attacks by local people.property of Spanish capitalists, against attacks by local people.
 Most reservists are Catalan, married and the only breadwinners in Most reservists are Catalan, married and the only breadwinners in their families. They can buy an exemption but at a price only the their families. They can buy an exemption but at a price only the rich can afford.rich can afford.
 An anticolonial and anti-war national movement develops. The An anticolonial and anti-war national movement develops. The Socialist Party threatens the government with a general strike.Socialist Party threatens the government with a general strike.
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The Triggers (II)The Triggers (II)
 Barcelona, July 18Barcelona, July 18
 Reservists embark for Morocco from Barcelona harbour.Reservists embark for Morocco from Barcelona harbour.
 An anti-war demonstration is held at the harbour. People chant An anti-war demonstration is held at the harbour. People chant slogans such as: “Throw down your guns!”, “Tell the rich to go slogans such as: “Throw down your guns!”, “Tell the rich to go away. It’s either all or nobody!”away. It’s either all or nobody!”
 Catalan bourgeoisie ladies give medallions and cigarrettes to Catalan bourgeoisie ladies give medallions and cigarrettes to soldiers. The latter understand it as a provocation and throw the soldiers. The latter understand it as a provocation and throw the medallions into the sea. Scenes of great tension take place in all medallions into the sea. Scenes of great tension take place in all the stations where there are troop movements.the stations where there are troop movements.
 The anarchosindicalists of Solidaridad Obrera create a strike The anarchosindicalists of Solidaridad Obrera create a strike committee and get the backing of the Radical Party and the committee and get the backing of the Radical Party and the Catalan Socialists to carry out a general strike on July 26.Catalan Socialists to carry out a general strike on July 26.

Page 6
                        

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_2v-U399iiUE/SifehNaCZLI/AAAAAAAAC88/Ur2DRVT-96k/s1600/embarque_batallon_merida.jpg
 Embarkation of the Batallón Mérida at Embarkation of the Batallón Mérida at the Barcelona harbour on July 18, the Barcelona harbour on July 18,
 19091909
 http://www.centenario1909.es/imagenes/historia/el_adios.jpg
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The Triggers (III)The Triggers (III)
 Korea 1980Korea 1980 Early May 1980, students mobilize all over the country. They Early May 1980, students mobilize all over the country. They
 demand the revocation of the Martial Law and condemn the new demand the revocation of the Martial Law and condemn the new military government.military government.
 May 15, 100,000 students demonstrate on the streets of Seoul. May 15, 100,000 students demonstrate on the streets of Seoul. Afterwards, in view of the appeal for calm made by the opposition Afterwards, in view of the appeal for calm made by the opposition leaders and the rumours of an imminent meeting at the National leaders and the rumours of an imminent meeting at the National Assembly, the students decide to cancel their activities.Assembly, the students decide to cancel their activities.
 Gwangju students do not join the truce and on July 16 hold a torch Gwangju students do not join the truce and on July 16 hold a torch parade through the city centre.parade through the city centre.
 On May 17 the government orders the extension of Martial Law, On May 17 the government orders the extension of Martial Law, arrests the student representatives gathered in Seoul and the arrests the student representatives gathered in Seoul and the main opposition leaders, closes the National Assembly and main opposition leaders, closes the National Assembly and universities.universities.
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May 16May 16
 Torch Parade for Torch Parade for DemocracyDemocracy
 May 15May 15
 Chonnam University Chonnam University Main Gate:Main Gate:
 Riot police block the Riot police block the departure of a departure of a
 student student demonstrationdemonstration
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
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The Triggers (IV)The Triggers (IV)
 GwangjuGwangju
 May 17, right after the Martial Law extension, elite paratroopers May 17, right after the Martial Law extension, elite paratroopers arrive at Gwangju.arrive at Gwangju.
 May 18, paratroopers block access to the Chonnam National May 18, paratroopers block access to the Chonnam National University campus.University campus.
 Students stage a sit-in protest and are violently repressed by Students stage a sit-in protest and are violently repressed by troops.troops.
 Students scatter and regroup at the city centre. There, they stage Students scatter and regroup at the city centre. There, they stage more sit-in protests crushed by riot police. The paratroopers wait more sit-in protests crushed by riot police. The paratroopers wait for orders to act.for orders to act.
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Above: Above: Paratroopers ready to actParatroopers ready to act
 Gwangju, May 18Gwangju, May 18
 Right: Right: Police riot watch a paratrooper Police riot watch a paratrooper taketake
 a captured student to the a captured student to the truckstrucks
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 )
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 )
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The Outbreak (I)The Outbreak (I)
 Barcelona, July 26Barcelona, July 26
 A general strike is held in Barcelona A general strike is held in Barcelona ““against the actions of the against the actions of the Spanish Government in Morocco and the sending to war of citizens Spanish Government in Morocco and the sending to war of citizens who are useful to production and, in general, indifferent to the who are useful to production and, in general, indifferent to the triumph of the cross over the crescent, when one could instead triumph of the cross over the crescent, when one could instead form regiments of priests and monksform regiments of priests and monks”” (Terrassa Manifesto) (Terrassa Manifesto)
 Total stoppage at Barcelona factories, backed by most of the Total stoppage at Barcelona factories, backed by most of the province´s major cities.province´s major cities.
 More than 30,000 people peacefully demonstrate through the city More than 30,000 people peacefully demonstrate through the city centre.centre.
 Trams still operating are forced to stop by strikers. Protesters set Trams still operating are forced to stop by strikers. Protesters set fire to vehicles of those who refuse to stop and cut the cables of fire to vehicles of those who refuse to stop and cut the cables of several tram lines.several tram lines.
 Security forces arrive at the scene and open fire into the crowd.Security forces arrive at the scene and open fire into the crowd.
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The Outbreak (II)The Outbreak (II)
 Gwangju, May 18Gwangju, May 18
 At 5pm paratroopers launch their attack. Astonished passers-by At 5pm paratroopers launch their attack. Astonished passers-by watch as the soldiers, armed with truncheons and with bayonets watch as the soldiers, armed with truncheons and with bayonets mounted on their rifles, attack students indiscriminately.mounted on their rifles, attack students indiscriminately.
 Paratroopers chase those who try to run away by entering into Paratroopers chase those who try to run away by entering into shops, restaurants and homes to drag away any young person shops, restaurants and homes to drag away any young person they find.they find.
 Finally, unable to remain impassive any longer to the atrocities Finally, unable to remain impassive any longer to the atrocities they are witnessing, citizens from all walks of life join students to they are witnessing, citizens from all walks of life join students to confront the troops.confront the troops.
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http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
 Gwangju, May 18, 1980Gwangju, May 18, 1980
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The Events (I)The Events (I)
 BarcelonaBarcelona July 26 July 26 Barricades are set up, Barricades are set up,
 bridges blown up and bridges blown up and railway tracks pulled railway tracks pulled off. The city is isolated.off. The city is isolated.
 The provincial governor The provincial governor resigns and a state of resigns and a state of war is declared.war is declared.
 Most troops remain in Most troops remain in barracks.barracks.
 Clashes develop Clashes develop between protestors between protestors and security forces.and security forces. Newspapers from outside do not Newspapers from outside do not
 arrive, local press confiscated and arrive, local press confiscated and any publication prohibited.any publication prohibited.
 http://www.forumlibertas.com/adjuntos/semana%20tragica%202.jpg
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The Events (II)The Events (II)
 BarcelonaBarcelona July 27July 27 The Strike Committee loses control of the situation. Some The Strike Committee loses control of the situation. Some
 protesters get more radical and arm themselves. The absence of a protesters get more radical and arm themselves. The absence of a clear leadership prevents channeling the fight into a focused clear leadership prevents channeling the fight into a focused direction.direction.
 In worker districts fightings take place between rebels and the In worker districts fightings take place between rebels and the security forces (police, the civil guard and army troops).security forces (police, the civil guard and army troops).
 An indiscriminant burning of churches and convents starts.An indiscriminant burning of churches and convents starts. Rebels attack police stations to free protesters who had been Rebels attack police stations to free protesters who had been
 arrested the day before.arrested the day before. The city remains isolated, without a Civil Governor and with most The city remains isolated, without a Civil Governor and with most
 of the Barcelona garrison confined to barracks.of the Barcelona garrison confined to barracks.
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Barricade at Sant Agustí StreetBarricade at Sant Agustí Street
 Above: Above: The burnt-out convent of Las The burnt-out convent of Las JerónimasJerónimas
 Left:Left: An over-turned tram in the city An over-turned tram in the city centrecentre
 www.oronoz.com
 http://farm1.static.flickr.com/221/458135493_76d6e94926.jpg?v=0
 http://farm1.static.flickr.com/233/458135501_50d3965369.jpg?v=0
 Barcelona 26-31 July, 1909Barcelona 26-31 July, 1909
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The Events (III)The Events (III)
 BarcelonaBarcelona JulyJuly 2828 Burning of religious establishments continues.Burning of religious establishments continues. Rebels become aware that they are isolated and therefore without Rebels become aware that they are isolated and therefore without
 any chance for the uprising to spread.any chance for the uprising to spread. The Government distorts the facts through the controlled press The Government distorts the facts through the controlled press
 and presents the incident as a Catalan separatist movement. and presents the incident as a Catalan separatist movement. Prime Minister Maura decides to send troops from outside Prime Minister Maura decides to send troops from outside Catalonia to crush the insurrection.Catalonia to crush the insurrection.
 July 29-31 July 29-31 Troops from Valencia and Zaragoza arrive in Barcelona.Troops from Valencia and Zaragoza arrive in Barcelona. The fighting lasts until July 31, the day in which the last group of The fighting lasts until July 31, the day in which the last group of
 resistence is knocked down.resistence is knocked down.
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Troops from outside the province patrol through the Troops from outside the province patrol through the Barceloneta DistrictBarceloneta District
 http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3273/2710627077_2a4007f4b5.jpg?v=0http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3273/2710627077_2a4007f4b5.jpg?v=0
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The Events (IV)The Events (IV)
 GwangjuGwangju May 18: Outbreak of the PeopleMay 18: Outbreak of the People’’s Uprising s Uprising May 19: Clashes between insurrectionistss (workers, students, May 19: Clashes between insurrectionistss (workers, students,
 activists and humble citizens armed with stones, clubs and activists and humble citizens armed with stones, clubs and Molotov cocktails) and the paratroopers.Molotov cocktails) and the paratroopers.
 May 20: MBC, KBS TV stations torched by rebels. Taxi and bus May 20: MBC, KBS TV stations torched by rebels. Taxi and bus drivers parade. First shootings and first dead bodies discovered.drivers parade. First shootings and first dead bodies discovered.
 May 21: Citizens arm themselves to create the PeopleMay 21: Citizens arm themselves to create the People ’’s Army s Army (Simingun). At dusk the militia pushes the paratroopers backwards (Simingun). At dusk the militia pushes the paratroopers backwards and finally forces them to retreat from the city.and finally forces them to retreat from the city.
 May 22-26: Gwangju, liberated city self-governed by its citizens. May 22-26: Gwangju, liberated city self-governed by its citizens. Several committees are created to negotiate with the army and to Several committees are created to negotiate with the army and to manage the citymanage the city’’s basic services.s basic services.
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May 19: A pitched battleMay 19: A pitched battle May 20: Taxi and Bus RallyMay 20: Taxi and Bus Rally
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 )) http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
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May 22-26: The liberated May 22-26: The liberated citycity
 May 21: The People’s Army May 21: The People’s Army emergesemerges
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 )
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
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The Events (V)The Events (V) Liberated Gwangju (May 22-27)Liberated Gwangju (May 22-27) Communal period: Daily rallies are held at Docheong Square in Communal period: Daily rallies are held at Docheong Square in
 which citizens are informed about the situation and decisions are which citizens are informed about the situation and decisions are made by acclamation.made by acclamation.
 Activists help to keep the citizensActivists help to keep the citizens’’ unified during the struggle by unified during the struggle by adding a political component: fight for democracy and human adding a political component: fight for democracy and human dignity.dignity.
 The city remains isolated and surrounded by military forces.The city remains isolated and surrounded by military forces. Dilemma: Give up arms and negotiate a surrender (moderate Dilemma: Give up arms and negotiate a surrender (moderate
 faction) or fight to the end (radical activists).faction) or fight to the end (radical activists). Radical activists finally gain control of the situation and get ready Radical activists finally gain control of the situation and get ready
 for the troopsfor the troops’’ imminent attack. Hundreds of rebels remain inside imminent attack. Hundreds of rebels remain inside and near Docheong building to face the paratroopers.and near Docheong building to face the paratroopers.
 May 27: At dawn troops retake the city causing dozens of victims. May 27: At dawn troops retake the city causing dozens of victims. The uprising ends.The uprising ends.
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Number of victimsNumber of victims
 BarcelonaBarcelona Official data: Official data: 104 civilians and 8 104 civilians and 8
 policemen deadpolicemen dead 300 injured300 injured
 Some historians talk about Some historians talk about more than 600 civilians more than 600 civilians deaddead
 GwangjuGwangju Official data:Official data: 163 civilian, 22 soldiers 163 civilian, 22 soldiers
 and 4 riot police deadand 4 riot police dead 852 injured852 injured
 Numbers updated after the Numbers updated after the 1996 trial (civilians only):1996 trial (civilians only):
 154 dead during the 154 dead during the uprisinguprising
 94 dead after the uprising 94 dead after the uprising due to injuriesdue to injuries
 66 missing66 missing 3,095 injured3,095 injured
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http://farm1.static.flickr.com/171/436481182_7e0299c10f.jpg?v=0
 Evacuation of woundedEvacuation of wounded
 on the streets of Barcelonaon the streets of Barcelona Grief in GwangjuGrief in Gwangju
 http://www.518.org (5.18http://www.518.org (5.18 기념재단기념재단 ))
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Harsh repressionHarsh repression BarcelonaBarcelona
 Over 1,700 arrestedOver 1,700 arrested 450 condemned to jail450 condemned to jail 17 sentenced to death17 sentenced to death (5 executed)(5 executed)
 GwangjuGwangju
 Over 3,000 arrested or in Over 3,000 arrested or in protective custodyprotective custody
 Over 1,000 prosecuted, Over 1,000 prosecuted, sistematically torturedsistematically tortured
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))http://www.flickr.com/photos/etecemedios/http://www.flickr.com/photos/etecemedios/321204580/321204580/
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Scapegoats (I)Scapegoats (I) BarcelonaBarcelona Francesc Ferrer i GuFrancesc Ferrer i Guààrdiardia An anarchist educator; founder An anarchist educator; founder
 of The Modern School, a secular of The Modern School, a secular and anti-clerical educational and anti-clerical educational institutioninstitution
 He was arrested at the request He was arrested at the request of the church as a instigator of of the church as a instigator of the revolt.the revolt.
 His participation in the events His participation in the events was never proved.was never proved.
 After a trial full of irregularities After a trial full of irregularities he was executed on October 13, he was executed on October 13, 1909 following a wave of 1909 following a wave of protests against the Spanish protests against the Spanish government in major European government in major European cities.cities.
 http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Fransisco_Ferrer_Guardia.jpgFransisco_Ferrer_Guardia.jpg
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Scapegoats (II)Scapegoats (II)
 GwangjuGwangju Kim Dae-jungKim Dae-jung Opposition leader from Mokpo, Opposition leader from Mokpo,
 Jeolla province.Jeolla province. Arrested on May 17, a day before Arrested on May 17, a day before
 the uprising breaks out.the uprising breaks out. Sentenced to death under the Sentenced to death under the
 false accusation of instigating the false accusation of instigating the insurrection.insurrection.
 Commuted to a life sentence and Commuted to a life sentence and later for a 20 year prison term.later for a 20 year prison term.
 In 1982 the sentence is In 1982 the sentence is suspended and he goes into exile suspended and he goes into exile to the United Statesto the United States http://www.zinagan.com/files/attach/images/70761/84
 6/073/005000000120050224R02248705_0.jpg
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RepercussionsRepercussions
 BarcelonaBarcelona Due to international Due to international
 repercussions over the repercussions over the execution of Ferrer i Guexecution of Ferrer i Guààrdia, rdia, King Alfonso XIII dismisses King Alfonso XIII dismisses Maura. The liberal Moret is Maura. The liberal Moret is appointed as Prime Minister appointed as Prime Minister putting an end to the putting an end to the turnismoturnismo system. system.
 The political elite (church and The political elite (church and army included) become aware army included) become aware of the power of the masses of the power of the masses and increases oppression. The and increases oppression. The parliamentary regime decays parliamentary regime decays and after several liberal and and after several liberal and conservative governments conservative governments gives way to Primo de Riveragives way to Primo de Rivera’’s s dictatorship in 1923.dictatorship in 1923.
 GwangjuGwangju Jeon Du-hwan becomes Jeon Du-hwan becomes
 President. He rules the country President. He rules the country in the same authoritarian and in the same authoritarian and repressive way as his repressive way as his predecessor Park Chung-hee predecessor Park Chung-hee until June 1987 when a until June 1987 when a spectacular democratic spectacular democratic movement, propelled by the movement, propelled by the people and impregnated with people and impregnated with the spirit of Gwangju, forces the spirit of Gwangju, forces him to step down.him to step down.
 In 1996 Jeon Du-hwan and Roh In 1996 Jeon Du-hwan and Roh Tae-woo, the first Korean heads Tae-woo, the first Korean heads of state in history to be of state in history to be prosecuted, are sentenced to prosecuted, are sentenced to death and life imprisonment death and life imprisonment respectively. A year later Kim respectively. A year later Kim Young-sam, at the end of his Young-sam, at the end of his term, grants amnesty to Chun term, grants amnesty to Chun and Roh.and Roh.
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Demonstrations in Paris Demonstrations in Paris against Ferrer i Guàrdia’s executionagainst Ferrer i Guàrdia’s execution
 October 17, 1909October 17, 1909
 http://www.estelnegre.org/documents/http://www.estelnegre.org/documents/manifestacioferrerparis/manifestacioferrerparis/
 manifestacioferrerparis1.jpgmanifestacioferrerparis1.jpghttp://www.withoneshands.com/withoneshands/rsc/imgllum/llumlg.jpghttp://www.withoneshands.com/withoneshands/rsc/imgllum/llumlg.jpg
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June 1987 June 1987 Democratic Movement, KoreaDemocratic Movement, Korea
 http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_lxap4y0S1as/SE1-pFSqedI/http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_lxap4y0S1as/SE1-pFSqedI/AAAAAAAACGk/kbg91EzvQzo/s1600/1987%2B3.jpgAAAAAAAACGk/kbg91EzvQzo/s1600/1987%2B3.jpg
 http://pds15.egloos.com/pds/200906/10/05/http://pds15.egloos.com/pds/200906/10/05/b0050805_4a2f5d0b0133b.jpgb0050805_4a2f5d0b0133b.jpg
 Jeon Du-hwan and Roh Jeon Du-hwan and Roh Tae-woo stand up to Tae-woo stand up to hear their sentences hear their sentences during the 1996 Trialduring the 1996 Trial
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Similarities and Similarities and differencesdifferences
 RightRight: MBC TV Station building set : MBC TV Station building set on fireon fire
 Above:Above: Barcelona in flames Barcelona in flames
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
 http://www.historiasiglo20.org/HE/12a-2.htm
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Similarities (I)Similarities (I) Growth of the military power that coincides with political vacuum in Growth of the military power that coincides with political vacuum in
 Korea and political instability in Spain.Korea and political instability in Spain.
 Prelude to the uprisings: Anti-government protests in the form of Prelude to the uprisings: Anti-government protests in the form of peaceful demonstrations (anti-war in Barcelona, pro-democracy in peaceful demonstrations (anti-war in Barcelona, pro-democracy in Gwangju).Gwangju).
 Immediate imposition of Martial Law (Gwangju) and State of War Immediate imposition of Martial Law (Gwangju) and State of War (Barcelona).(Barcelona).
 Cities without law, cut off and isolated from the outside world.Cities without law, cut off and isolated from the outside world.
 State control of the press: In Barcelona local press prohibited and State control of the press: In Barcelona local press prohibited and national news not distributed; in Gwangju local newspapers refuse to national news not distributed; in Gwangju local newspapers refuse to publish under censorship.publish under censorship.
 The governmentThe government distorts the facts. Barcelona events are presented distorts the facts. Barcelona events are presented as a Catalan separatist movement and those of Gwangju as acts of as a Catalan separatist movement and those of Gwangju as acts of vandalism perpetrated by subversive elements in collaboration with vandalism perpetrated by subversive elements in collaboration with North Korean spies.North Korean spies.
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Similarities (II)Similarities (II)
 Governments’ self-interested use of nationalism (Barcelona) and Governments’ self-interested use of nationalism (Barcelona) and regionalism (Gwangju) issues in order to pit the rest of the country regionalism (Gwangju) issues in order to pit the rest of the country against ‘rebels’ and avoid spreading of the uprisings.against ‘rebels’ and avoid spreading of the uprisings.
 Burning of symbols of power: State buildings (tax offices, public Burning of symbols of power: State buildings (tax offices, public radio/TV channels) in Gwangju; churches and convents in radio/TV channels) in Gwangju; churches and convents in BarcelonaBarcelona
 During the battles, in both cases the working class and social During the battles, in both cases the working class and social outcasts are the ones who carry the weight of the fighting (in outcasts are the ones who carry the weight of the fighting (in Gwangju students as well). In both conflicts the wealthy refrain Gwangju students as well). In both conflicts the wealthy refrain from the struggle and stay in their homes.from the struggle and stay in their homes.
 Low crime rates and absence of robbery or looting of banks, Low crime rates and absence of robbery or looting of banks, jewelleries or other private properties.jewelleries or other private properties.
 Governments’ use of troops from outside the region to crush the Governments’ use of troops from outside the region to crush the insurrections.insurrections.
 Harsh repression following the revolts with thousands arrested Harsh repression following the revolts with thousands arrested and scapegoats sought.and scapegoats sought.
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Differences (I)Differences (I)
 The Gwangju Uprising starts as a fight for survival and turns into a The Gwangju Uprising starts as a fight for survival and turns into a demand for democratic values. The Tragic Week is an antisystem demand for democratic values. The Tragic Week is an antisystem rebellion in which both ideals and leadership are not clearly rebellion in which both ideals and leadership are not clearly defined.defined.
 The communal period, hallmark of the Gwangju Uprising, does not The communal period, hallmark of the Gwangju Uprising, does not take place in Barcelona. The city was neither completely free from take place in Barcelona. The city was neither completely free from soldiers nor self-governed by citizens.soldiers nor self-governed by citizens.
 Higher emotional burden in Gwangju. The brutal attack on Higher emotional burden in Gwangju. The brutal attack on students witnessed by thousands of citizens forges a strong students witnessed by thousands of citizens forges a strong collective identity that is strengthened during the communal collective identity that is strengthened during the communal period. It is the physical aggresion more than the hardships of the period. It is the physical aggresion more than the hardships of the time which brings strength of purpose to the insurrection. In time which brings strength of purpose to the insurrection. In Barcelona a political decision makes the passions of the people Barcelona a political decision makes the passions of the people explode as a violent response to the army charging on the strikers explode as a violent response to the army charging on the strikers was quite predictable.was quite predictable.
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Unity and solidarity Unity and solidarity of Gwangju of Gwangju
 citizenscitizensin contrast to the in contrast to the
 anarchy of anarchy of BarcelonaBarcelona
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
 http://alerce.pntic.mec.es/~pong0000/images/tragica4.jpg
 http://www.518.org (5.18기념재단 ))
 Women cooking on the street for the Women cooking on the street for the People’s ArmyPeople’s Army
 Citizens’ demonstration at Docheong Citizens’ demonstration at Docheong SquareSquare Mummies of nuns on display at the Mummies of nuns on display at the
 entrance of a burnt and looted entrance of a burnt and looted conventconvent
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Differences (II)Differences (II) Activist prominence: In Barcelona activists instigate the general Activist prominence: In Barcelona activists instigate the general
 strike but when insurrection breaks out they are unable to control strike but when insurrection breaks out they are unable to control the situation, losing the leadership to the masses. In Gwangju, the situation, losing the leadership to the masses. In Gwangju, after individually fighting against the troops, activists regroup after individually fighting against the troops, activists regroup during the communal period and gradually become involved in the during the communal period and gradually become involved in the decision making process to finally take over the leadership.decision making process to finally take over the leadership.
 Role of the church: All the existing creeds in Gwangju were on the Role of the church: All the existing creeds in Gwangju were on the citizenscitizens’’ side and a number of religious figures even took part in side and a number of religious figures even took part in some of the committees created during the communal period. In some of the committees created during the communal period. In Spain, the peopleSpain, the people’’s belief that the Catholic church only served and s belief that the Catholic church only served and educated the rich incited anticlerical sentiment among the educated the rich incited anticlerical sentiment among the working class. The burning of churches can be seen as a working class. The burning of churches can be seen as a consequence of that feeling.consequence of that feeling.
 The Gwangju Uprising was the driving force that propelled the The Gwangju Uprising was the driving force that propelled the democratization of the country. In contrast, the Tragic Week did democratization of the country. In contrast, the Tragic Week did not produce either significant political changes in the following not produce either significant political changes in the following short-middle term period or an improvement in the poor short-middle term period or an improvement in the poor conditions of the working class.conditions of the working class.
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