

    

        


        
        
                        
                
            
                    


        
            	
                    Johnathon Thistle
                
	
                    
                        Home
                    
                
	
                    
                        Comments
                    
                


        


        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                                                    
    
        

        


        
            Tom Riley President of DeKalb Area Garden Club DeKalb County Community Garden Member 
        

    





                                            

                

            

        


        
            
                
                
                
            

            
                

                

                
                    
                     Match case
                     Limit results 1 per page
                    

                    
                    

                

            

        
    


    
        
                            
                    


        

            
                
                    

                    
                    
                

                
                    
                    1

59
                    
                

                
                    
                    100%
Actual Size
Fit Width
Fit Height
Fit Page
Automatic


                    
                


                
                
                    
                    Embed
                
                
            


        

        

    




        

            

        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Home
                        

                        
                                            


                    
                        Tom Riley President of DeKalb Area Garden Club DeKalb County Community Garden Member.

                        Dec 11, 2015

                        
                                                                                        Download
                                                        Report
                        


                        
                            Category:
                            
                                Documents
                            

                        


                                                    
                                Author:
                                Johnathon Thistle
                            

                        

                        

                        
                    



                    

                                    

            




            
                
                    
                                                    Welcome
                        
                                                    
                                Comments
                            
                        
                                            




                                            
                            Welcome message from author
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Tom Riley
 President of DeKalb Area Garden ClubDeKalb County Community Garden
 Member

Page 2
                        

“Dirt Gardener” for 40 years Lasagna Gardener for 5 years Also known as layer or sheet Roger Reynolds, Master Organic Gardener, class at Kish College
 Low maintenance was a key reason
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No tilling or digging No weeding Sustainable Good use of natural materials
 Can be built anywhere

Page 4
                        

No power tools or heavy equipment
 Easy way for people with space, age or physical limitations to maintain garden productivity.
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Uses up lawn clippings, leaves, garden debris and kitchen scraps that you would normally put out at the curb
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Reduced soil erosion and compaction – Soil isn’t exposed to wind and water or walked on directly.
 This garden “looks good” – Ground covers are currently “socially desirable/acceptable”
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Reduced disease –The fermentation of the composting mulch kills many disease organisms
 Abundant microbes and organic matter – Greater fertility for the plants.
 No livestock manure is necessary if you’re using hay, as there’ll be enough nitrogen for the garden
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Don't remove the sod or do any extra work, like removing weeds or rocks.
 Mark the area for your garden using a water hose or a long rope to get the desired shape.
 “Smother layer” is critical. Cover the area you've marked with wet newspapers/cardboard, overlapping the edges (5 or more sheets per layer)
 Cover the paper/cardboard with one to two inches of peat moss or other organic material, but not straw
 Layer several inches of organic material on top of the peat moss.
 Continue to alternate layers of peat moss and organic material, until desired thickness is reached.
 Water until the garden is the consistency of a damp sponge. Plant, plant, plant and mulch, mulch, mulch.
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Over the smother layer, spread 1 to 2 inches of a mix of high-nitrogen "green"
 Vegetable peelings, grass clippings, fresh manure, coffee grounds or plant cuttings without seeds
 Top that with 1 to 2 inches of a mix of high-carbon "brown" material
 Leaves, straw, black-and-white newspaper, cardboard, sawdust, tea bags or wood
 Alternate the green and brown material. Up to 2-3ft Pile continually shrinks as it turns into compost. G Green or brown material can make up the last layer Don’t need to turn the pile 
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Nature’s “weed n feed” Moisture retention – The heavy mulch
 reduces heat, sun and wind evaporation, increases rain infiltration and reduces watering needs.
 Moderates soil temperature – There are no daily spikes and dips, making for more productive vegetable plants.
 Drought-proof
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A garden can be started any time of the year but most do in the fall so it is ready for spring planting
 A word of warning: this method of decomposition is slow. It takes anywhere from several months to a year for finished product to form, depending on the water and materials
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Put down smother layer Create multiple 18”-24” layers Water for 10-12 days Wait for it to “drop” to 8” Plant Add anything you would put in a compost pile until fall
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Earlier planting, don’t have to wait for garden to dry out
 Don’t have to plant in rows as no hoeing is needed
 Can get more plants in the space No need to turn the mulch No fall clean up, plants recycled into garden
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WHAT TO PLANT
 Just about anything!
 Onions Garlic
 WHAT NOT TO PLANT
 Perennials Strawberries Rhubarb Asparagus
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Make a trench as for a dirt garden
 Add an inch of garden or potting soil for good seed-to-soil contact
 Do not cover with mulch as needs light to germinate
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Transplants Did a hole, place transplant in,
 mulch around it
 Seeds in Hills Dig a hole, place ½-1 cup of soil in
 hole Drop seeds in and cover with mulch
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If garden is a square or circle, less perimeter to monitor
 Can smother perimiter, add wood chips Plant vine crops Plant a row of tomatoes on the edge of
 the garden (supported by T-posts and a scaffold of twine every 6 inches); deer don’t like to eat tomatoes, so they’ll serve as a deterrent.
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Fallen tomatoes become mulch for next year
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Build layers as high as you can Mix ½ can of Coke, ½ can of beer and
 ¼ cup dish soap Put on hose sprayer and water down
 the pile Starts heating process for
 decomposing By spring, will be 2 feet high, ready
 for planting
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCyum7tPMP0
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Tom Riley 107 Barb Blvd 815.756.6686
 trbrriley @comcast.net

Page 55
                        

Lasagna gardening is just as easy in the containers.
 Container gardening is a easy way to plant a garden, herbs, flowers or all three. Those that have very little space can still grow wonderful veggies and if you have plenty of space container gardens are great in nooks and grannies, on porches, decks, front porches and more.

Page 56
                        

Put a few sheets of wet newspaper at the bottom of the container over the drainage holes. Use coffee filters in smaller containers. If you have a very large container fill the bottom half with empty soda cans and then layer
 After the newspaper alternate 2 inches of peat moss and commercial potting soil. Add a layer of compost or other materials you have on hand and you are ready to plant
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Make sure each layer is moist before you move to the next layer. You can even use sand as a layer.
 Don't use garden soil because it can have disease and it is better to use potting mixes or compost.
 After planting put a layer of mulch to help keep in the moisture making sure you don't put the mulch too close to the roots so it won't rot

Page 58
                        

Remember if you plan on canning you might want to use containers to grow the herbs that you will use to can or jar or simply plant those in your garden.

Page 59
                        

Bush beans, carrots, cucumbers, lettuce, onions, pumpkins, radishes, snow peas, cherry tomato.
 Want to get adventurous? How about growing small baby watermelons?
 How about potatoes? Get wooden barrels and cut them in half or use garbage cans. Plant the potatoes in the bottom and mulch as they grow. When it is time to harvest simply turn them over.
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