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The Origins
 of Judaism

Page 2
                        

To understand the conflict between religions (primarily Judaism, Christianity, and Islam) you must first understand their connection and the
 source of that conflict.

Page 3
                        

Most of what we know about the early history of the Hebrews is contained in the first five books of the Hebrew bible. Jews
 call these books the Torah and consider them the most sacred writings in
 their tradition.

Page 4
                        

In the Torah, God chose Abraham to be the "father" of the Hebrew people.

Page 5
                        

Abraham According to Jewish tradition, Abraham was born under the name Abram in the city of Ur in Babylonia in the year 1948 from Creation. He was the
 son of Terach, an idol merchant, but from his early childhood, he questioned the faith of his father and sought the truth. He came to believe that the entire universe was the work of a single Creator, and he began to
 teach this belief to others. Abram tried to convince his father, Terach, of the folly of idol worship.
 One day, when Abram was left alone to mind the store, he took a hammer and smashed all of the idols except the largest one. He placed the hammer in the hand of the largest idol. When his father returned and asked what
 happened, Abram said, "The idols got into a fight, and the big one smashed all the other ones." His father said, "Don't be ridiculous. These
 idols have no life or power. They can't do anything." Abram replied, "Then why do you worship them?"
 http://www.jewfaq.org/origins.htm
 The belief in a single God is monotheism.
 http://www.jewfaq.org/origins.htm

Page 6
                        

Eventually, the one true Creator that Abram had worshipped called to him, and made him an offer: if Abram would leave his home and his
 family, then God would make him a great nation and bless him. Abram accepted this offer, and the covenant or sacred promise between God
 and the Jewish people was established. (Gen. 12).
 http://www.jewfaq.org/origins.htm
 Abram's name was changed to Abraham, meaning father of many, and Abraham and his family
 traveled from Ur (in present day Iraq) to Canaan (present day Israel).
 http://www.jewfaq.org/origins.htm
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Page 8
                        

The name of the Hebrew God is Yahweh.

Page 9
                        

Abraham had been promised to be the father of a great nation by God. After many years of marriage to Sarai
 (name later changed to Sarah), no child had been conceived. Sarah then told Abraham to try to conceive with
 her Egyptian maidservant Hagar, so they might be able to build a family through Hagar. Abraham did just that and
 Hagar and Abraham conceived a child, Ishmael.

Page 10
                        

Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Beginning of the religion we now
 refer to as Judaism

Page 11
                        

When Hagar learned she had conceived a child, she began to treat Sarah with great discontent. Hagar gave birth to a
 son, Ishmael when Abraham was 86 years old.
 When Abraham was 100 years old, and Sarah was 90, they had a son named they named Isaac.

Page 12
                        

Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Isaac

Page 13
                        

One day, when Sarah noticed Ishmael and Isaac playing together, she told Abraham to send away Hagar and Ishmael, for she didn't want him to inherit what was to be Isaacs.

Page 14
                        

Hagar and Ishmael wandered around in the desert. According to Muslim tradition, Ishmael is the "Father of all
 Arabs."http://web.uvic.ca/~rpn/files/ishmael.html
 Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Isaac
 Muhammad Islam
 http://web.uvic.ca/~rpn/files/ishmael.html

Page 15
                        

Years later, Yahweh told Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. Although deeply saddened, Abraham obeyed and took Isaac where God told him to go. Abraham built an alter and right before he sacrificed his son, one of God's angel's shouted, "Abraham, Abraham!! Don't hurt the boy or harm him in any way!" the angel said. "Now I know that you truly obey God,
 because you were willing to offer him your only son."

Page 16
                        

The angel then told Abraham, "You were willing to offer the LORD your only son, and so he makes you this solemn
 promise, "I will bless you and give you such a large family, that someday your descendants will be more numerous than
 the stars in the sky or the grains of sand along the beach. They will defeat their enemies and take over the cities where their
 enemies live. You have obeyed me, and so you and your descendants will be a blessing to all nations on earth."

Page 17
                        

Isaac grew up and married Rebekah. They had twin sons Jacob and Esau
 Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Isaac
 Muhammad IslamJacob
 Esau
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Jacob, whose name was later changed to Israel - meaning "the one who wrestled with God" -
 had many wives and had many sons.
 Jacob aka
 Israel
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Jacob
 Reuben

Page 20
                        

Jacob
 Reuben
 Simeon
 Levi
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Jacob
 Reuben
 Simeon
 Levi
 Naphtali
 Issachar
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Jacob
 Reuben
 Simeon
 Levi
 Naphtali
 Issachar
 Asher
 Dan
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Jacob
 Reuben
 Simeon
 Levi
 Naphtali
 Issachar
 Asher
 Dan
 Zebulun
 Gad

Page 24
                        

Jacob
 Reuben
 Simeon
 Levi
 Naphtali
 Issachar
 Asher
 Dan
 Zebulun
 Gad
 Benjamin Judah
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Jacob
 Reuben
 Simeon
 Levi
 Naphtali
 Issachar
 Asher
 Dan
 Zebulun
 Gad
 Benjamin Judah
 Joseph
 The Twelve Tribes of Israel

Page 26
                        

Because Jacob showed obvious favoritism to Joseph, the brothers of Joseph were extremely
 jealous of Joseph and sold him into slavery without the knowledge of their father.
 ref: http://www.andrews.edu/ARCHAEOLOGY/img/news/art-Panel-MB-Detail4.jpg

Page 27
                        

While Jacob thought his son had been killed by a goat, Joseph worked in Egypt as head slave to Potiphar. Since Joseph was a hard worker,
 Potiphar really liked him.......so did Potiphar's wife.
 After a failed attempt to seduce Joseph, Potipar's wife falsely accused him of trying to seduce her.
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Potiphar believed his wife and had Joseph put in prison.
 It was in prison that Joseph interpreted dreams for the Pharaoh's baker and butler.
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After being in prison for many years, Joseph was called to
 Pharaoh, to interpret disturbing dreams he had been having.

Page 31
                        

Joseph interpreted the dreams to mean 7 years of great abundance followed by 7 years of great famine. Joseph told Pharaoh, he needed to appoint someone to oversee the rationing of crops during the first 7 years so they could survive the next 7 years.

Page 32
                        

Pharaoh appointed Joseph.

Page 33
                        

During the seven years of famine, Joseph's brother's came to get grain from Pharaoh. They didn't
 recognize their brother, but he recognized them.
 He pardon's his brother's and tells them to go get their families and their father.

Page 34
                        

Jacob and Joseph are reunited and the Hebrews all move to Egypt.

Page 35
                        

At first, the Hebrews were given places of honor in the Egyptian kingdom. Later, however, they were forced
 into slavery.

Page 36
                        

At the time of Moses' birth, the Egyptian pharaoh felt threatened by the number of Hebrews in Egypt. He thus ordered all Hebrew male babies to be
 killed. As a baby, Moses, a descendant of the tribe of Levi, was hid by his
 mother in the reeds along the banks of the Nile. There an Egyptian princess
 found him and adopted him.

Page 37
                        

Though raised in luxury, Moses did not forget his Hebrew birth. When God commanded him to lead the Jews out of Egypt, he did.
 Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Isaac
 Muhammad IslamJacob
 Esau
 Levi
 JudahMoses
 Broken line depicts many generation.
 From this point on I will only show 2 tribes of Israel, the Levites (the priests) and Judah (Christ’s lineage)

Page 38
                        

The Hebrews fled Egypt - perhaps between 1300 and 1200 BC. Jews call this event the "Exodus," and they remember
 it every year during the festival of Passover. The Torah says that the man who led the Hebrews out of slavery was
 a man named Moses.

Page 39
                        

While the Hebrews were traveling across the Sinai peninsula, Moses climbed to the top of Mount Sinai to pray. The Bible says he spoke with God. When Moses
 came down from Mount Sinai, he brought down two stone tablets on which Yahweh, himself, had written the Ten
 Commandments.
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Page 41
                        

These commandments and the other teachings that Moses delivered to his people became the basis for the civil and
 religious laws of Judaism.
 The Hebrews believed that these laws formed a basis for the civil
 and religious laws of Judaism. The Hebrews believed that these laws formed a new covenant between
 God and the Hebrew people. God promised to protect the Hebrews.
 They promised to keep God's commandments.

Page 42
                        

The Ark of the Covenant
 While still in the Sinai desert, God commanded that an ark be built to hold the Ten Commandments. The Ark was to be kept behind a veil in a movable tabernacle during their journey. The
 Bible, God gives very specific, minute details about the construction of the Ark. The Ark was later placed in the Holy of
 Holies in the Jewish temple in Israel.

Page 43
                        

The Torah reports that the Hebrews wandered for 40 years in the Sinai
 Desert. After the death of Moses, they returned to Canaan, the Promised land,
 where Abraham had lived.
 ref: http://www.teachinghearts.org/dr0imapexodus.gif

Page 44
                        

When the Hebrews arrived in Canaan, they were loosely organized into the twelve tribes of their ancestors, The
 Twelve Tribes of Israel.
 The tribes lived in separate territories and were self-governing. In times of emergency, the Bible reports that God would raise up judges. They would unite the tribes and provide judicial
 and military leadership during a crisis.
 ref: http://worldnetdaily.com/images2/twelvetribemap.jpg

Page 45
                        

From about 1020 to 922 B.C., the Hebrews united under three able kings:
 SaulDavid and Solomon
 The new united kingdom was called Israel. for 100 years, Israel enjoyed its greatest period of power and independence.
 Saul was known as a tragic man, given to bouts of jealous. After his death, he was succeeded by his son-in-law David, who was an extremely popular leader, united the tribes, and established
 Jerusalem as the capital, and founded a dynasty.

Page 46
                        

David was succeeded by his son Solomon, who was the most powerful of the Hebrew kings.
 Islam
 Judah
 Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Isaac
 Muhammad Jacob
 David
 Solomon

Page 47
                        

The crowning achievement of Solomon's building program is the great temple, which he built to glorify God.
 The temple was also to be a permanent home for the Ark of the Covenant. Again, the Bible gives very exact instructions for the construction of
 the Temple.

Page 48
                        


Page 49
                        

After Solomon's death, the northern part of the kingdom, which is far from the capital of Jerusalem, revolted against the high taxes and required work
 on the temple.By 922 B.C. the kingdom had split into two kingdoms. Israel was to the
 north and Judah was to the south.

Page 50
                        

In 738 B.C., both Israel and Judah began paying tribute - peace money paid to a stronger power - to Assyria. By 722 B.C., after relentless attacks, the entire northern kingdom of Israel fell to the
 Assyrians. The tribes scattered throughout, and are now referred to the 10 Lost Tribes of Israel.
 With the help of DNA testing, it is believed that some of the remnants of those lost tribes have been found in both India and in
 Africa.

Page 51
                        

Although, the southern kingdom of Judah resisted for about another 150 years, it too was destroyed. The destruction of
 Judah came at the hands of the Babylonians, who also conquered the Assyrians to the north.
 The great Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, destroyed Solomon's temple in 586 B.C. as a sign of the victory. Many
 of the survivors were exiled to Babylon.

Page 52
                        

About 50 years after the fall of Judah, another change of fortune occurred: in 539 B.C., the Persian king, Cyrus the Great conquered
 Babylon. The next year, Cyrus allowed some 40,000 exiles to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.
 Since those who returned were of the tribe of Judah, the Hebrews came to be known as Jews who follow the religion of Judaism.

Page 53
                        

Islam
 Judah
 Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Isaac
 Muhammad Jacob
 David
 Solomon
 Religion of the Hebrews named Judaism (from the remnants of the kingdom of Judah)
 Hebrew religion (later known as Judaism)
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Islam
 Judah
 Ishmael
 Abraham HagarSarah
 Isaac
 MuhammadJacob
 David
 Solomon
 Judaism
 Nathan
 JosephMary
 Jesus Christianity

Page 55
                        

Work on the second temple was completed in 515 B.C., but in 70 A.D. the temple was destroyed again, this time by the Romans.
 The Wailing Wall, is all that is left of the once great temple.
 http://www.aish.com/wallcam/
 http://www.aish.com/wallcam/
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