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Teak Plantations & Woodlots
 in PNG
 Teak Conference,
 LAO PDR
 14-18th Nov 2016
 PNG Forest Research Institute
 Anton LataPNG Forest AuthorityTeak Domestication Manager
 [email protected]
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Presentation Outline
 Introduction of teak in to PNG
 Distribution
 Ownership of teak plantation & woodlots
 Teak Research Trials by PNGFA
 Constraints to teak plantation expansion in
 PNG
 Acknowledgements
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
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Introduction of teak in to PNG
 • Between 1890 and 1900 by German New Guinea
 Administration
 • First entry provinces were Madang and Rabaul Provinces
 • Seeds of Burmese origin
 • Recommended for reforestation and afforestation
 plantations in PNG in 1925.
 • Teak plantation commenced in 1950 at Keravat in East
 New Britain and 1955 at Brown River near Port Moresby.
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
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Teak Plantations & Woodlots
 Provinces
 1. East Sepik
 2. Morobe
 3. Madang
 4. East New Britain
 5. New Ireland
 6. West Sepik
 7. Popondetta
 8. West New Britain
 9. Milne Bay
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016

Page 5
                        

Teak woodlots per Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 40%
 60%
 Teak Plantations in East New Britain & Central Provinces
 ENBP Central
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Teak Plantations in PNG
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 40%
 60%
 Teak Plantations in East New Britain & Central Provinces
 ENBP Central
 Kuriva teak plantation, Central
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Ownership of Teak Woodlots
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
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New Ireland Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 1. Utu
 2. Kaut
 3. Luapul
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Rabaul, East New Britain Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 1. Vudal
 2. Kerevat
 3. Vunapaladig
 4. OISC
 5. UNRE
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East Sepik Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 1. Turubu
 2. Angoram
 3. Ambuti
 4. Wosera
 5. Yanguro
 6. Maprik
 7. Wewak
 8. Pasam
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Madang Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 1. North Coast Road
 2. Rai coast
 3. Baku
 4. Ramu Industries
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Morobe Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 1. Gabensis
 2. Oomsis
 3. Mare/Wampit
 4. Yalu
 5. Munum
 6. Mutzig
 7. Wangku
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Central Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 1. Brown River
 2. Kuriva
 3. Gomore
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Kuriva Plantation, Central Province
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 • Plantation established in late 1970s with support from New Zealand Aid
 • Communities were engaged to collect seeds from teak stands at their backyards and from the plantation for Kuriva plantation expansion.
 • 150 ha including the Brown River plantation
 • Favourable climatic conditions to that of a tropical savanna, suitable for the deciduous habit of teak (FAO, 2002).
 • Rainfall as low as 230 mm reported for six months of May-November with
 • Annual average of 2,077 mm
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PNG Forest Research Teak Trials
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 Trial Type Expt. design Establishment Location Area (ha) Current status
 Year Site
 SPA Bulk 2008 1 Vunapaladig 1st thinning in 2011
 SPA Bulk
 (Thailand)
 2008 1 Vunapaladig Thinned 2011
 Progeny RCB 2008 1 Vunapaladig 0.8 Thinned 2011
 Progeny RCB 1999 1 Mare-Wampit 3.6 2nd thinning 2011
 CSO Single-line
 block
 1966-
 69
 1 Mt. Lawes 1.2 Under threat from
 landowner issues
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Constraints to Teak expansion in PNG
 LAO PRD 14 Nov. 2016
 Lack of seeds from improved sources
 Low seed production
 Low plant percentage in nurseries
 Lack of skills and knowledge on clonalpropagation
 Insufficient improved seed sources
 Land tenure issue
 Lack of willingness to free up land for plantation develop
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