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Teachings of Islam
 › 5 Pillars of Islam (cornerstone of religion)
 Shahada الَشهادة – Declaration of Faith
 Salah الصالة - Prayer
 Zakah الزكاة - Almsgiving
 Sawm الصوم – Fasting (Ramadan)
 Hajj الحج - Pilgrimage
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= “efforts in God’s service”• 1095 CE: Pope Urban II calls for 1st Crusade at the Council of Clermont
 – “Go, brothers, go with hope to the fight against the enemies of God, who for so long have dominated Syria, Armenia and the countries of Asia Minor. They have already committed many outrages: they have taken the Sepulcher of Christ and the marvelous monuments of our Faith; they have forbidden pilgrims to set foot in a city whose worth only Christians can truly appreciate. Are these facts not sufficient to upset the serenity of your faces?
 – “Go and show your worth! Go, soldiers, and your fame will spread over the entire world. Do not fear to lose the Kingdom of God because of the tribulation brought by war. If you will fall prisoner to the enemy, face the worse torments for your Faith and you will save your souls at the same moment you will lose your bodies. Do not hesitate, most dear brethren, to offer your lives for the good of your neighbor. Do not hesitate to go because of love for your family, your country, or your riches, since man owes his love principally to God. You will have the greatest happiness one can have in his life, which is to see the places where Our Lord spoke the language of men.”
 – To these words the faithful answered unanimously: “Deus vult" [God wills it!]
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The “6th” Pillar of Islam= “efforts in God’s service”
 • Pope Urban II calls for the 1st Crusade at the Council of Clermont
 • Urban II added:
 • “Such a cry would not be unanimous if it were not inspired by the Holy Ghost. Let this be, then, your war-cry to announce the power of the God of Hosts.
 • “And whosoever will undertake this journey shall carry on him the form of the cross. Let you, then, bear the cross upon your sword or your breast, on your weapons and standards. Let it be for you either the sign of victory or the palm of martyrdom, and also the symbol to unify the dispersed children of Israel. It will continuously remind you that Jesus Christ died for you and that for Him you should die.”
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Teachings of Islam
 › Jihad = “efforts in God’s service”
 a. often misinterpreted as holy war
 b. leads to missionary conversions and/or wars vs.
 others
 › People of the Book (Jews and Christians)
 a. Muslims believe in the same god as Jews and
 Christians
 b. believe Bible and Torah are partially correct
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A Way of Life› 1. Islam is both a religion and way of life
 › 2. Sharia – applies the Qur’an to everyday life
 a. regulates moral conduct, family life, business practices, government, etc.
 › 3. women in early Islamic society
 a. the Qur’an states that men and women arespiritually equal
 b. often Muslim women are portrayed as second class citizens; however, this is not justified by the Qur’an
 › 4.
 a "report", "account" or "narrative"
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“If you worship Muhammad, Muhammad is
 dead. If you worship God, God is alive.”
 A. after Muhammad’s death, the various
 Arab tribes began to fight one another again
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New Form of Government -the 1st Caliph
 • Three Caliphates:
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Abu Bakr becomes caliph
 › 1. unites Arabs and begins a remarkable series of
 conquests [east and west of Middle East]
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• Empires of the Caliphs
 • Damascus, Syria
 • Umayyad Caliphate tried to keep non-Arabs from converting
 • power corrupts…
 • fought to bring back Arabs who separated
 • expanded Caliphate into Iraq & Syria
 • conquered weak Byzantine & Sassanid Empires
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Empires of the Caliphs
 › Abbasid Dynasty
 a. Banquet of Death – Umayyad family removed
 b. ended Arab’s privileged status within Islam
 c. the “golden age” of Islamic empire
 d. moves capital to Baghdad on Tigris River (modern-
 day Iraq)
 i. “City of Peace, City of God, Paradise on Earth”
 ii. becomes larger and wealthier than Constantinople
 › Read: Huran al-Rashid P.259 – in blue
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Decline of the Caliph
 › 1. after the Abbasid Dynasty, the Islamic Caliphate
 (empire) becomes independent
 kingdoms/empires
 › 2. Muslims face waves of invasions
 a. Seljuk Turks in 900s
 b. Christian Crusaders between 1000s and 1200s
 c. Mongols in 1200s
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Why so Successful?
 › 1. weakness of Persian and Byzantine Empires
 › 2. bold and efficient fighting strategies
 a. used Bedouin cavalry
 › 3. the common faith united diverse peoples
 a. Muslims actively converted those they converted
 b. generally tolerant of Christians and Jews
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