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 I – Sentence Demands
 Sentence Patterns (*Underlined Words Correspond to Pattern Types*) No Designation (ANY SENTENCE):
 Any sentence you can write fits the “No Designation” demand.
 S-V (Subject--Verb): The duck jumped.
 Jenny read quickly.
 I sprinted around the block.
 S-V-O (Subject--Verb--Direct Object):
 The boy hit the ball.
 My mother ran a marathon.
 John ate some carrots.
 S-LV-PN (Subject--Linking Verb--Predicate Noun):
 They are idiots.
 Penguins are birds.
 That is a funny name.
 S-LV-PA (Subject--Linking Verb--Predicate Adjective):
 That salamander is green.
 We are quite exhausted.
 The food tasted delicious.
 S-V-IO-DO (Subject--Verb--Indirect Object--Direct Object):
 The llama gave me some fur.
 The girl baked her mother a cake.
 She sent them a few letters.
 Inverted (Verb comes before Subject):
 “I think it’s an antelope,” said the boy.
 Here comes that antelope again.
 Inside the wall lives a gnome.
 S-V-DO-OC (adj.) (Subject--Verb--Direct Object--Objective Compliment):
 We painted the house green. (Middle Only)
 The president called the duck stupid.
 Sly and the Family Stone made your music funky.
 S-V-DO-OC (noun) (Subject--Verb--Direct Object--Objective Compliment):
 Gigantor, the space age robot, called Ultraman a fool. (Middle Only)
 They declared the man president.
 I called him a bad name.
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 Sentence Structures (NOTE: To understand these calls, it is best to also have
 an understanding of using clauses and phrases)
 Simple: Simple sentences contain only one clause (an independent clause),
 meaning there will be only ONE subject and ONE action verb in the entire sentence.
 Simple sentences cannot have dependent clauses, so try to avoid using conjunctions and
 words like “who”, “that” and “which” because they often start new clauses. Also, direct
 quotes are considered to be noun clauses, so DO NOT use quotes in simple sentences.
 Finally, since prepositions do not start clauses (they start phrases), you may have them
 and any type of phrase you want in your simple sentences.
 Examples: “I ran to the store yesterday.”
 “The barn was painted purple.”
 “I thought the joke about your mom was funny.”
 Complex: Complex sentences contain one independent clause, and at least one
 dependent clause (they can have more than one, just as long as there is at least one).
 Since complex sentences can have ONLY ONE independent clause, you should avoid
 using correlative conjunctions and conjunctive adverbs because they often begin new
 independent clauses. Also, since direct quotes are noun clauses you can have a sentence
 that includes a direct quote and it will be complex. In the examples, the dependent
 clauses are underlined.
 Examples: “I ran because I was scared.”
 “The boy said, ‘I like to garden.’”
 “The duck that was near the man who died is a mean one.”
 Compound: Compound sentences contain no dependent clauses, but must have at
 least two independent clauses. No dependent clauses means, like with simple sentences,
 that you should avoid using words like “who”, “that” and “which” because they often
 start dependent clauses. Also, in compound or simple sentences you cannot use
 subordinating conjunctions (i.e.: “because”, “since”, et cetera) whatsoever because they
 ALWAYS start adverb clauses (which are a type of dependent clause). Again, since
 direct quotes are considered to be noun clauses, you MAY NOT USE quotes in a
 compound sentence. In order to form a sentence that has two independent clauses (as
 compound sentences must have), there must be two parts that could stand alone as
 sentences if they were separated from the rest of the sentence. The best way to do this is
 to use coordinating conjunctions like “but” and “and”. Also note that in order for there
 to be two independent clauses, you must write a subject for each clause (Correct: “I
 tripped and I fell.” Incorrect: “I tripped and fell.”). In the examples, the different
 independent clauses are italicized and the conjunctions connecting them are bold.
 Examples: “I ran under the ladder and she became worried.” [Notice
 how both “I ran under the ladder” and “she became worried” could stand alone as their
 own sentences]
 “I wanted to fly but I could not.”
 “The dog was hurt so the cat was happy.”
 “Mickey did his homework and he went to bed.”
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 Compound-Complex: Compound-complex sentences, as their name would
 indicate, are a mix of compound and complex sentences. They have at least one
 dependent clause (like complex sentences) AND they have two independent clauses (like
 compound sentences). There are no types of clauses you can’t use in a compound-
 complex sentence, but you must remember to fit the minimum requirement of at least one
 dependent and two independent clauses. In the examples, the dependent clauses are
 underlined, the independent clauses are italicized and the conjunctions connecting the
 independent clauses are bold.
 Examples: “The boy who drank the coffee ran and it scared the girl.”
 “The duck swam quickly because the boat was chasing it but
 the boat was too fast.”
 “Arnold pushed his shopping cart, which was full of explosive
 chickens, into the side of a parked pillow truck and there were feathers everywhere.”
 Sentence Purposes Declarative: All that is required to form a declarative sentence is to have a period
 at the end of that sentence. Most sentences in the English language are declarative.
 Examples: “This is a declarative sentence.”
 “Her last name is Waffle and I think that is weird.”
 “I ran over a baby cat in my car, but it was not hurt because it
 was an evil robotic kitten of doom.”
 Interrogative: Interrogative sentences pose questions, and thus must end with a
 question mark. Remember that the ENTIRE sentence must be posed as a question, not
 just a quote within the sentence.
 Examples: “Why did you eat my backpack?”
 “The man is a teacher?”
 “Did you see the crazy llama that stole my tractor?”
 Exclamatory: Exclamatory sentences end in exclamation points. Anything that
 can be yelled can be exclamatory, as long as the entire sentence ends with an exclamation
 point.
 Examples: “That alligator tried to bite me!”
 “Ouch, that hurt!”
 “The man who drinks coffee is stupid!”
 Imperative: Imperative sentences are commands. They tell you to do something,
 like “Clean your room!” or “Go with your sister to the store.” Notice about these
 sentences that they don’t begin with a subject, but rather with a verb (“Clean…” or
 “Go…”). This is because the main subject of an imperative sentence is never written
 with the sentence; however this doesn’t mean there are no subjects of imperative
 sentences. The subject is always implied to be “you”, because obviously the command is
 being given to “you” (almost as if the speaker is saying, “YOU, clean your room!”).
 Examples: “Run around the yard.”
 “Go bother someone else.”
 “Stop stealing my homework!”
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 II – Parts of Speech and their Function Demands
 Nouns: People, places or things. In LinguiSHTIK, you cannot use a proper noun as your
 word to be formed (Proper nouns are any words that must be capitalized, such as
 “Emily”, “Mexico” or “Jurassic”).
 Subject-- The “main” noun of a clause. It is what does the action in sentences.
 Examples: “The king wanted to conquer France.”
 “The walrus played bass in his band.”
 Direct Object-- The noun in a clause which directly receives the action.
 Examples: “The green duck kicked the ball.”
 “I lost my keys.”
 Indirect Object-- A noun in a clause which indirectly receives some action, but
 not the action described by the verb.
 Examples: “I gave the queen a funky hat.” (The “queen” receives some
 action but she is not what was “given”, the “hat” was given, making “hat” the direct
 object and “queen” the indirect object.)
 “I baked my mother some muffins.”
 Predicate Noun-- The noun directly following a linking verb (see “Verbs” for an
 explanation of linking verbs). They re-define the subject of the sentence.
 Examples: “Ben is a student.”
 “She was the champion last year.”
 Noun Adjunct-- A noun that acts as an adjective. They are typically right next to
 the noun they are describing in the sentence.
 Examples: “They are school teachers.” (“school” is a noun that modifies
 “teachers” as an adjective would)
 “The tree planter was born in Antarctica.”
 NOTE: A convenient way to use any noun as a noun adjunct is to pair it
 with the word “lover” or “hater”, since any combination with those words will make
 sense (example: “the cartoon lover”).
 Appositive-- A noun that restates another noun, usually in a more descriptive
 manner (in this way, appositives are somewhat like predicate nouns). In order to form an
 appositive, follow a noun with a comma, then your appositive, then another comma and
 the rest of your sentence. An appositive’s punctuation must be correct or your sentence
 will be wrong.
 Examples: “Joe, the boxer, ran a marathon.”
 “He yelled at that man, the idiot.”
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 Object of the Preposition-- A noun which ends a prepositional phrase (see
 “Prepositions” for more information about this).
 Examples: “The man under the tree ran.”
 “Over the river and through the woods, to grandmother’s
 house we go.”
 Objective Compliment (Middle Only)-- Used to restate a noun that is acting as a
 direct object. They are similar to predicate nouns in that both rename or describe other
 nouns, however predicate nouns will always describe subjects and objective compliments
 will always describe direct objects.
 Examples: “He declared the man president.”
 “George called me an idiot!”
 Pronouns: Pronouns replace nouns in sentences. The words ‘he’, ‘she’ and ‘they’ are all
 pronouns because they take the place of a noun and function the same way within
 sentences. For example, instead of saying, “Mary and Bill are musicians,” you could use
 pronouns and say, “They are musicians.” The function demands for pronoun are the
 same as those for noun, with one exception: You cannot call “Noun Adjunct” for
 pronouns.
 Verbs: Words that indicate an action (“She jumped.”) or a state of being (“She is
 funny.”). Verbs can be used in many ways in a sentence. To start, they can be in
 different tenses, which signal when the action takes place in time. Most function
 demands for verbs in Ling will have to do with their tense or a handful of specialized
 verb types, while other aspects such as mood and voice are general demands that can be
 called later in the game.
 Simple Past Tense-- A verb that shows an action which has already happened.
 For most verbs, putting them in the simple past tense is as easy as adding an ‘-ed’ to the
 end of them, however some verbs are irregular and are put into the simple past tense in
 ways specific to those verbs (see “general demands” for more information about regular
 and irregular verbs).
 Examples: “I loved that movie!”
 “Joni flew to Mexico.”
 Simple Past Tense-- A verb that shows an action which is currently happening.
 Examples: “The llama runs like my grandma.”
 “He likes her a lot.”
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 Simple Future Tense-- A verb that shows an action which is going to happen in
 the future. The only way to form the simple future tense is to add the word ‘will’ to the
 beginning of the verb.
 Examples: “She will finish her homework tomorrow.”
 “The bear will hibernate until spring.”
 Past, Present or Future Progressive Tense (Middle Only)-- The progressive
 tense is formed by adding the correct form of the verb ‘to be’ before the present participle
 of the verb that you want to be in the progressive tense. For example, if you wanted the
 verb in the sentence, “The duck steals bread,” to be in a progressive tense, you would
 write either “The duck was stealing bread.” (past progressive), “The duck is stealing
 bread.” (present progressive), or “The duck will be stealing bread.” (future progressive).
 Past, Present or Future Perfect Tense (Middle Only)-- The perfect tense is
 formed by adding the correct form of the verb ‘to have’ before the past participle of the
 verb that you want to be in the perfect tense. For example, if you wanted the verb in the
 sentence, “The duck steals bread,” to be in a perfect tense, you would write either “The
 duck had stolen bread.” (past perfect), “The duck has stolen bread.” (present perfect), or
 “The duck will have stolen bread.” (future perfect).
 Past, Present or Future Perfect Progressive Tense (Middle Only)-- The perfect
 progressive tense is formed by combining the correct form of the verb ‘to have’ with the
 word ‘been’ and the present participle of the verb that you want to be in the perfect
 progressive tense. For example, if you wanted the verb in the sentence, “The duck steals
 bread,” to be in a perfect progressive tense, you would write either “The duck had been
 stealing bread.” (past perfect progressive), “The duck has been stealing bread.” (present
 perfect progressive), or “The duck will have been stealing bread.” (future perfect
 progressive).
 This table shows how to form all the tenses:
 Past Present Future
 Simple I jumped. I jump. I will jump.
 Perfect I had jumped. I have jumped. I will have jumped.
 Progressive I was jumping. I am jumping. I will be jumping.
 Perfect Progressive I had been jumping. I have been jumping. I will have been jumping.
 Infinitive (Middle Only)-- The infinitive form of a verb is the form you will find
 in dictionaries. It will always have a ‘to’ before it and will act as a noun in your
 sentence. For example, ‘to kick’ is the infinitive form of the verb ‘kick’, and ‘to speak’ is
 the infinitive form of the verb ‘speak’. Also, when you call infinitive as your function
 demand, you may call noun functions as general demands (for example, if an opponent
 calls “infinitive”, you may call “direct object” as a general demand).
 Examples: “I want to sleep.” [infinitive as a direct object]
 “To jump is to be happy.” [infinitive as a subject]
 “The action, to destroy, is not very productive.” [infinitive as
 an appositive]
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 Gerund (Middle Only)-- Gerunds are verbs that act as nouns. They will
 ALWAYS end in ‘-ing’, so if someone calls gerund and there isn’t an ‘-ing’ available in
 resources, call impossible right away. Also, when you call gerund as your function
 demand, you may call noun functions as general demands (for example, if an opponent
 calls “gerund”, you may call “object of the preposition” as a general demand).
 Examples: “Winning is fun.” [gerund as a subject]
 “I like jumping.” [gerund as a direct object]
 “The book about cooking is boring.” [gerund as an object of
 the preposition]
 Participle (Middle Only)-- Participles are verbs that act as adjectives. For the
 most part, they will end in ‘-ing’, but not always. When a participle ends in ‘-ing’, it is a
 present participle. Another way to have a participle in your sentence is by using a past
 participle, which works the same way but will never have an ‘-ing’ on the end. Words
 that are past participles include ‘kicked’ and ‘spoken’.
 Examples: “I’m on the winning team.”
 “I heard the spoken words.”
 “The jumping man was attacked by vicious chickens.”
 Adjectives: Modifiers that describe or qualify either nouns or pronouns. They exist in
 sentences only to add information about the nouns or pronouns that they modify and do
 not change the sentence pattern (unless used as predicate adjectives in S-LV-PA
 sentences).
 Noun Modifier-- Used to modify nouns and are typically placed next to the
 nouns they describe.
 Examples: “The purple armadillo escaped from the zoo.”
 “You should vote for the smart and qualified candidate.”
 Pronoun Modifier-- Used to modify pronouns and are typically placed next to
 the nouns they describe. The easiest way to use an adjective as a pronoun modifier is to
 place it next to a word like ‘anything’ or ‘everything.’ Otherwise, using pronoun
 modifiers can be very confusing.
 Examples: “Anything funky will make me dance.”
 “The book is about everything green.”
 IMPORTANT NOTE: In Ling, adjectives that follow linking verbs
 (called predicate adjectives) can not be used in sentences as noun or pronoun modifiers.
 Predicate Adjective-- Follows a linking verb and further describes a subject (see
 “Verbs” for an explanation of linking verbs). They are used the same way predicate
 nouns are.
 Examples: “The king is ugly.”
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 “Bob was happy until he was bit by an evil squirrel.”
 Adjacent Adjective-- An adjective that is directly next to the noun it describes.
 Remember, the only thing that matters with adjacent adjective is whether it is
 DIRECTLY NEXT TO the noun, so the word ‘large’ in the phrase ‘large brown bear’ is
 NOT an adjacent adjective.
 Examples: “I like the green one.”
 “The funny clown hit himself with a baseball bat.”
 Objective Compliment (Middle Only)-- Used to describe a noun that is acting as
 a direct object. This is the same as objective compliment (noun), except your word will
 be an adjective instead of a noun.
 Examples: “I called him funny.”
 “That robot painted my house green.”
 “Jeff declared all politicians stupid.”
 Adverbs: Much like adjectives, they serve only to modify other words in a sentence.
 Adverbs will modify either verbs, adjectives or other adverbs.
 Verb Modifier-- Used to further describe verbs. While verbs will show that
 actions happened, adverbs will show how those actions happened.
 Examples: “We ran quickly.”
 “Jill is doing well.” (“well” is describing how Jill is doing,
 and since “doing” is a verb, “well” is an adverb that is a verb modifier)
 Adjective Modifier-- Used to describe adjectives. Often they will define how
 severe an adjective is, for example ‘very blue’ versus ‘hardly blue.’
 Examples: “The duck is quite fast.”
 “That girl is amazingly smart.”
 Adverb Modifier-- Used to describe adverbs. Similarly to adjective modifiers,
 they will define to what extent the adverb holds true, for example ‘more quickly’ versus
 ‘less quickly.’
 Examples: “Jill is doing amazingly well.” (As in the example above,
 ‘well’ is an adverb and since ‘amazingly’ is modifying it
 “She stated her opinion quite harshly.”
 IMPORTANT NOTE: Be careful not to confuse adjective modifiers and
 adverb modifiers in a game. They are used in a very similar way, so ALWAYS check to
 be sure your adverb is modifying the correct type of word.
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 Prepositions: These are words that are used to show relationships between things and/or
 actions. For example, in the sentence, “The boy near the boat ran,” the preposition ‘near’
 shows how ‘the boy’ relates to ‘the boat’. The easiest to use prepositions can describe
 your location compared to other things, such as in the phrases “under the box” and
 “between the bikes”. In addition, prepositions will always start prepositional phrases,
 which consist of the preposition itself and whatever it takes as its object of the
 preposition. In the previous example, “near the boat” is the prepositional phrase and the
 ‘boat’ is the object of the preposition. As another example, let’s look at the sentence,
 “He ran aside the lake.” In this case, ‘aside’ is the preposition, the ‘lake’ is the object of
 the preposition and “aside the lake” is the entire prepositional phrase. To make things
 even more complex, a prepositional phrase must also be either an adjective phrase or an
 adverb phrase, but never both. Which it is can be determined by looking at how the
 phrase functions in your sentence.
 Introductory Word to an Adjective Phrase-- These prepositions are used to start
 prepositional phrases that are also adjective phrases. A prepositional phrase will be an
 adjective phrase whenever that phrase is used as an adjective in your sentence (to modify
 a noun or pronoun). For example, consider the sentence, “The ball over the hill is pink.”
 The phrase “over the hill” is an adjective phrase because it describes where the ball is,
 and “ball” is a noun.
 Examples: “The jacket above my head is yours.”
 “Jim is the man inside the box.”
 Introductory Word to an Adverb Phrase-- These prepositions are used to start
 prepositional phrases that are also adverb phrases. A prepositional phrase will be an
 adverb phrase whenever that phrase is used as an adverb in your sentence (to modify a
 verb). For example, consider the sentence, “The moose ate by the river.” The phrase “by
 the river” is an adverb phrase because it describes where the action happened, modifying
 the verb “ate” as an adverb would.
 Examples: “The cow jumped over the moon.”
 “Over the river and through the woods, to grandmother’s
 house we go.”
 IMPORTANT NOTE: Prepositional phrases will NOT alter your sentence
 pattern. Remember, they function in a sentence as if they were adjectives or adverbs,
 which serve only to describe other words in the sentence. Example: “The duck behind
 the chair ran.” is an S-V sentence because “behind the chair” serves only to modify
 ‘duck’, just like ‘green’ does in the sentence, “The green duck ran.” It is especially
 important to be careful of sentences like, “I went to the store.” It is a common mistake to
 think this sentence is S-V-O, but “store” is NOT a direct object. This sentence is S-V
 because “to the store” is a prepositional phrase that describes where I went.
 More examples of prepositions:
 about above across after
 against along among around

Page 11
                        

11
 before behind below beneath
 beside between betwixt (between) beyond
 down during except from
 inside into like near
 onto over past since
 through throughout till twixt (between)
 toward under until upon
 with without plus minus
 Conjunctions: Conjunctions are connecting words. Technically, they connect two independent
 clauses together and in some cases can connect an independent clause to a dependent
 clause. The easiest and most common conjunctions are coordinating conjunctions
 (F.A.N.B.O.Y.S.: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). However, since all of these words are
 less than 4 letters, none of them can be used in Ling. Even so, notice how these words
 are used in the following sentences to separate two independent clauses (each
 independent clause could stand alone as its own sentence):
 “I ran and I fell.”
 “He went to the store, but they weren’t selling cereal.”
 There are two function demands you can call for conjunction.
 Conjunctive Adverb-- These conjunctions will always separate two independent
 clauses. The weirdest thing about them is that they aren’t listed in the dictionary as
 conjunctions, they’re adverbs. However, what makes them conjunctive adverbs is how
 you use them in a sentence. When using conjunctive adverbs, you must ALWAYS end
 your first independent clause with a semi-colon (;) before beginning the next independent
 clause with your conjunctive adverb. Look at how these examples are structured and
 remember, your sentence will be WRONG if you forget the semi-colon.
 Examples: “The monster attacked suddenly; thus I was scared.”
 “The book was good; however it was a little boring.”
 More examples of Conjunctive Adverbs:
 also anyway consequently finally
 further furthermore hence ergo (therefore)
 however indeed instead likewise
 meanwhile moreover next otherwise
 similarly still then therefore
 thus
 Subordinator-- Subordinating conjunctions will always begin adverb clauses.
 Unlike conjunctive adverbs, they are actually listed in the dictionary as conjunctions,
 making them easier to look up. You DO NOT use semi-colons for subordinators.
 Examples: “I jumped because she told me to jump.”
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 “I have been running since it was yesterday.” [CAREFUL! if
 this sentence had said “I have been running since yesterday,” the word ‘since’ would
 have been a preposition! Subordinators must begin adverb clauses, each with a subject
 and a verb.]
 More examples of Subordinators:
 because since than unless
 although though where wherever
 whenever after before until
 when while
 HOW TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUBORDINATORS
 AND CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS: There is a simple test you can try to determine
 whether a conjunction is a subordinator or a conjunctive adverb. If you can take the
 conjunction, put it at the beginning of the sentence and have it still make sense, then it is
 a subordinator, otherwise it is a conjunctive adverb. For example, you could say either,
 “I ran because I was scared,” or, “Because I was scared, I ran,” and thus ‘because’ is a
 subordinator. On the other hand, you can say, “I think; therefore I am,” but you cannot
 say, “Therefore I am, I think,” and thus ‘therefore’ is a conjunctive adverb.
 Interjections: Interjection is the simplest part of speech to understand. They are exclamatory
 words, anything that you would yell on its own, without having to have a sentence around
 it, such as ‘darn’ or ‘oops’. In Ling, you are NOT allowed to use vulgar words, even
 though most do qualify as interjections. Also, interjection is the only part of speech that
 has no function demands; thus when playing a game and the second player calls
 interjection, the third player can either call a general demand or move a letter cube to the
 mat.
 Examples: “Yikes! That was scary!”
 “The boy said, ‘Whoa!’”
 More examples of Interjections:
 ouch yahoo yippee hurrah
 huzzah halloo darn oops
 yikes whoa stop jeez
 shush yech yecch hurry
 goodness whew shoot pooh
 jeepers shucks egad egads
 whoops eureka drat alas
 rats hurray zounds gadzooks
 shoo hello hullo oyez
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 III – General Demands
 Noun: Singular-- Singular nouns refer only to one thing. For example, ‘bear’, ‘phone’
 and ‘song’ are singular while ‘bears’, ‘phones’ and ‘songs’ aren’t. Singular cannot be
 called for Noun Adjuncts. The opposite of singular is plural; thus you can’t call both at
 once.
 Plural-- Plural nouns refer to multiple items. This is formed by adding an ‘s’ to
 the end of words (Exceptions: (1) if the noun ends in ‘-y’ it will be replaced with ‘-ies’,
 and (2) if the noun ends in ‘-x’ you must add an ‘-es’ to the end). For example, ‘books’,
 ‘foxes’ and ‘cities’ are plural while ‘book’, ‘fox’ and “city” are not. Plural cannot be
 called for Noun Adjuncts. The opposite of plural is singular; thus you can’t call both at
 once.
 Collective-- Collective nouns are words that refer to a group of things, but don’t
 have to be plural. Such words include ‘group’, ‘flock’ and ‘class’. Remember,
 collectives always refer to groups that contain more than one member.
 Concrete (Middle Only)-- These are things you can touch, smell, see, hear or
 feel. Anything you can sense physically. Such words include ‘boat’, ‘pencil’,
 ‘homework’ and ‘llama’. Concrete is the opposite of abstract; thus you can’t call them
 both at once.
 Abstract (Middle Only)-- These are things that can’t be perceived by the 5
 senses. Usually they are conceptual things like ‘love’, ‘justice’ or ‘jazz’. The important
 rule to remember is that if you can sense it, it is NOT abstract. Another example: “He
 was in a daze.” Abstract is the opposite of concrete; thus you can’t call them both at
 once.
 Nominative Case (Middle Only)-- When a noun or pronoun is either a subject or
 modifies a subject, it is in the nominative case. Thus, subjects and predicate nouns are
 always in the nominative case. Appositives and noun adjuncts can be nominative, but
 only when they modify words in the nominative case.
 Objective Case (Middle Only)-- When a noun or pronoun is either an object or
 modifies a subject, then it is in the objective case. Thus, direct objects, indirect objects,
 objective compliments and objects of prepositions are always in the objective case.
 Appositives and noun adjuncts can be objective, but only when they modify words in the
 objective case.
 Nominative Objective Can Be Either
 Subject Direct Object Appositive
 Predicate Noun Indirect Object Noun Adjunct
 Objective Compliment
 Object of the Preposition
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 Pronoun:
 Singular-- A pronoun is singular if it refers to one thing. This isn’t as easy to
 figure out as it is for nouns because you can’t just add or subtract an ‘s’ to make it plural
 or singular. You have to actually think about what the pronoun is referring to, whether it
 be multiple things/people or just one thing/person. For example, ‘this’ and ‘somebody’
 are singular. Also, you’d be surprised to know that ‘everyone’ is singular as well. A
 good way to determine whether a pronoun is singular or plural is to look at the verb that
 would follow it. Singular words are followed by the word ‘is’ while plural words are
 followed by ‘are’. Thus, since you would say, “Everyone is…,” the word ‘everyone’ is
 singular.
 Plural-- A pronoun is plural if it refers to multiple things. Essentially, a pronoun
 is plural if it isn’t singular, so make sure you understand the above section on singular
 pronouns. ‘They’ and ‘most’ are examples of plural pronouns. Also, the words ‘zero’
 and ‘none’ are plural. Again, you can tell this by looking at the verb after the word itself.
 Since you would say, “None are…,” you can tell that ‘none’ is plural (weird, isn’t it?).
 NOTE: Many personal pronouns – like ‘theirs’, ‘mine’ and ‘hers’ – can be either
 singular or plural depending on their usage in the sentence. For example, saying, “Mine
 are green,” would make ‘mine’ plural, whereas saying, “Mine is green,” would make it
 singular.
 Personal-- Personal pronouns refer to specific things and people. They are
 pronouns that show a personal relationship. Examples include ‘they’, ‘ours’ (as in the
 sentence, “Ours is a nice television.”) and ‘mine’.
 Indefinite-- Indefinite pronouns refer to unspecified people or things, or to a
 quantity. They are pronouns that don’t show any type of personal relationship.
 Examples include, ‘either’, ‘nobody’, ‘none’, ‘both’, ‘everyone’, ‘several’ (as in the
 sentence, “Several were at the meeting.”). Also, numbers can be used as indefinite
 pronouns as long as you do not use a preceding ‘the’. For example in the sentence,
 “Seventeen were running,” the word ‘seventeen’ is an indefinite pronoun. However, be
 careful not to say something like, “Eleven elephants leaped over the moon,” because in
 this case, the number ‘eleven’ is an adjective! Remember, the number must be alone,
 acting as a pronoun.
 Nominative Case (Middle Only)-- The nominative case for pronouns is the same
 as it is for nouns (see “Nominative Case” in the noun section).
 Objective Case (Middle Only)-- The objective case for pronouns is the same as it
 is for nouns (see “Objective Case” in the noun section).
 Demonstrative (Middle Only)-- The words ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’ and ‘those’ are
 demonstrative pronouns (in fact, they are the ONLY demonstrative pronouns that exist).
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 What makes demonstrative pronouns special is how they are used. All you have to do to
 use demonstrative pronouns is replace a noun in your sentence with ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’
 or ‘those’. Remember that when you call demonstrative, the pronoun must still follow
 the function demand that was called earlier in the game (i.e.: if ‘direct object’ were
 called, your demonstrative pronoun would have to replace a direct object). Forgetting the
 function demand is a common mistake that is easily avoided.
 Examples: “That is hilarious!” [demonstrative pronoun as a subject]
 “We keep chemicals in those.” [demonstrative pronoun as an
 object of the preposition]
 “I want these.” [demonstrative pronoun as a direct object]
 Interrogative Pronoun (Middle Only)-- The words ‘who’, ‘whom’, ‘what’,
 ‘which’ and ‘whose’ are interrogative pronouns (in the game of Ling, these words are the
 ONLY interrogative pronouns that you can use). What makes interrogative pronouns
 special is how they are used. They are used to pose questions (like in interrogative
 sentences). Let’s say you had to make your word a direct object. Start by writing any
 sentence that has a direct object in it (without the pronoun, we’ll put that in later), for
 example, “I kicked the ball.” Now, since you want your interrogative pronoun to be a
 direct object, you know that it will replace the word ‘ball’. Next, all you have to do is ask
 a question about ‘the ball’: “What did I kick?” The interrogative pronoun ‘what’ is
 acting as a direct object in this sentence because it replaces ‘the ball’. Following are
 examples of how interrogative pronouns can be used for different functions.
 Subject: “Which jumped?” [from “The frog jumped.”]
 Indirect Object: “Whom did I give a gift?” [from “I gave him a gift.”]
 Predicate Noun: “What is he?” [from “He is king.”]
 Object of the Preposition: “Which is the cat inside?” [from “The cat is inside
 that box.”]
 Objective Compliment: “What did you call the man?” [from “You called the man
 a name.”]
 Relative Pronoun (Middle Only)-- The words ‘who’, ‘whom’, ‘that’, ‘which’ and
 ‘whose’ are relative pronouns (in the game of Ling, these words are the ONLY relative
 pronouns you can use). What makes relative pronouns special is how they are used.
 They begin relative clauses (which are also adjective clauses). The process for forming
 relative pronouns is similar to the one for forming interrogative pronouns. Let’s say you
 needed your word to be a direct object. You would start by writing any sentence that has
 a direct object in it (without the pronoun, we’ll put that in later), for example, “I kicked
 the ball.” At this point notice that ‘ball’ is your direct object and thus is what will be
 replaced in your relative clause. Next, ask yourself the question, “Which ‘ball’?” Your
 sentence using relative pronouns will be the answer to this question: “The ball that was
 kicked…” Notice how within the clause “that was kicked”, the relative pronoun ‘that’ is
 receiving the action. Finally, complete the sentence (since what we have so far is NOT a
 complete sentence). What you write for the rest of the sentence is arbitrary, but make
 sure you fit your sentence pattern. One possibility is saying, “The ball that was kicked is
 round.”
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 Subject: “The robot that needs batteries crashed into a tree.” [from “The robot
 needs batteries.”]
 Indirect Object: “The woman whom I gave a gift was happy.” [from “I gave the
 woman a gift.”]
 Predicate Noun: “He acts like the king that he is.” [from “He is the king.”]
 Object of the Preposition: “The forest which my house is in is vast.” [from “My
 house is in the forest.”]
 Objective Compliment: “The name that she called Bill was harsh.” [from “She
 called Bill a name.”]
 THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ‘WHO’ AND ‘WHOM’: The words ‘who’ and
 ‘whom’ are different forms of the same word. When replacing a noun that is in the
 nominative case, you use ‘who’. When replacing a noun that is in the objective case, you
 use ‘whom’. For example, you would say, “The boy who ran is weird,” because the word
 ‘who’ is the subject of the adjective clause “who ran” (‘ran’ = the verb). However, you
 would say, “The boy whom the dogs bit is weird,” because in this case, ‘whom’ is the
 direct object of the adjective clause “whom the dogs bit” (‘the dogs’ = the subject, ‘bit’ =
 the verb).
 Verb:
 Singular-- A verb is singular when the subject that it follows is singular. For
 example, in the sentence, “The dog jumped,” the word ‘jumped’ is singular.
 Plural-- A verb is plural when the subject that it follows is plural. For example,
 in the sentence, “The dogs jumped,” the word ‘jumped’ is plural.
 Linking Verb-- A linking verb expresses a state of being. These are the verbs
 used in S-LV-PA and S-LV-PN sentences. Typically, they will be a form of the verb ‘to
 be’ but words like ‘to appear’, ‘to look’ and ‘to smell’ also work as linking verbs if used
 correctly (i.e.: “He looks funny.” or “They smell rancid.”).
 Auxiliary Verb-- Think of these as helping verbs. They don’t actually act as
 verbs, instead they add meaning to other verbs. For example, when you say, “I will run,”
 the word ‘run’ is the main verb of the sentence, and the word ‘will’ is an auxiliary
 (helping) verb that puts the verb in the future tense.
 Examples: “You should jump over the fence.”
 “I would have eaten some grubs, but they were disgusting.”
 [There are two auxiliary verbs in the second sentence]
 Regular-- What determines the regularity of a verb is how it is changed into
 different tenses. If the simple past tense of the verb has an ‘-ed’ ending, the verb is
 regular. Such words include ‘jump’ (‘jumped’) and ‘attack’ (‘attacked’).
 Irregular-- What determines the irregularity of a verb is how it is changed into
 different tenses. Any verbs that are switched to the past tense by doing something

Page 17
                        

17
 BESIDES adding an ‘-ed’ to the end, are irregular verbs. Such examples include ‘swim’
 (‘swam’) and ‘blow’ (‘blew’). Remember, a verb is either always irregular or always
 regular; it doesn’t have to be in the past tense to be either regular or irregular.
 Imperative Mood (Middle Only)-- A verb in the imperative mood is a command.
 The main verb in an imperative sentence is in the imperative mood. For example, in the
 sentence, “Clean your room!” the word ‘clean’ is in the imperative mood. Remember,
 just like with imperative sentences, imperative verbs will always have an implied subject
 (‘you’). If you give the verb a subject it won’t be in the imperative mood!
 Emphatic Form (Middle Only)-- The emphatic form is made by adding either
 ‘do’ (present tense) or ‘did’ (past tense) before the verb. For example in the sentence, “I
 did write that letter,” the word ‘write’ is in the past emphatic form. In the sentence, “I do
 like strawberry pie,” the word ‘like’ is in the present emphatic form. Also, when you call
 emphatic form, you have the option of specifying either past emphatic form or present
 emphatic form, but you don’t have to.
 Active Voice (Middle Only)-- Most verbs you use will be in the active voice.
 They set up your sentence so that the subject is doing the action. For example in the
 sentence, “I kicked the ball,” the verb ‘kicked’ is in the active voice.
 Passive Voice (Middle Only)-- Passive verbs set up your sentence so that the
 subject is being acted upon. For example in the sentence, “The ball was kicked,” the
 word ‘kicked’ is in the passive voice. Remember, the basic rule for telling the difference
 between active and passive voice is figuring out how the subject is acting in the sentence.
 If the subject is doing the action, the verb is active. If the subject is receiving the action,
 the verb is passive.
 Transitive (Middle Only)-- Transitive verbs take objects. For example in the
 sentence, “I ransacked your hometown,” the verb ‘ransacked’ is transitive because it
 takes ‘your hometown’ as an object.
 Intransitive (Middle Only)-- Intransitive verbs don’t take objects. For example
 in the sentence, “I jumped,” the verb ‘jumped’ is intransitive because it does have an
 object following it.
 Present Participle (Middle Only)-- See Function Demands for a definition of
 participles. The present tense form of a participle is the form that ends in ‘-ing’.
 Past Participle (Middle Only)-- See Function Demands for a definition of
 participles. The past tense form of a participle is the form that does not end in ‘-ing’.
 There is no definite rule for how to conjugate the past participle, but often they will end
 in ‘-en’, ‘-ed’ or ‘-t’. Examples include ‘eaten’, ‘kicked’ and ‘burnt’.
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 Adjective:
 Positive, Comparative or Superlative Degree of Comparison-- Every adjective
 can be put into 3 different forms (positive, comparative and superlative). The difference
 between these three forms is their degree of comparison. This is easiest to see through
 examples, so here’s a nice little table that shows the difference:
 Positive Comparative Superlative
 good better best
 blue bluer bluest
 foolish more foolish* most foolish*
 stupid stupider stupidest
 *-- Even though the comparative form is “more foolish”, the adjective is still “foolish”,
 and thus your word would just be “foolish” and that would be all you underline in your
 solution.
 IMPORTANT NOTE: Each adjective has its own comparative and superlative
 forms. Regular adjectives can be converted either by adding an ‘-er’ or ‘-est’ to the end,
 or by preceding the word with ‘more’ or ‘most’. There IS a difference between these
 two! For example, if you wrote ‘foolishest’ (from ‘foolish’) or ‘funner’ (from ‘fun’) in
 your sentence, you would be wrong. Usually, longer words (3 syllables or more) use the
 ‘more’/‘most’ rule, and shorter words use the ‘-er’/‘-est’ rule. Also, irregular adjectives
 have their own ways of being put into the comparative and superlative forms. For
 example, ‘bad’ turns into ‘worse’ and ‘worst’. There is no rule for converting irregular
 adjectives. When in doubt, look it up in the dictionary.
 Possessive Noun-- Possessive nouns are actually nouns, although you call them
 as a general demand for adjectives because they act as modifiers (they describe other
 nouns or pronouns). They demonstrate ownership. For example, in the sentence, “That
 is the cat’s bowl,” the word cat’s is a possessive noun. This is the only case in which you
 can use apostrophes in your word to be formed (in fact, if you don’t use an apostrophe,
 your sentence will be wrong). Any noun can be turned into a possessive noun by adding
 an apostrophe and an ‘s’ to the end of it.
 Examples: “The house’s windows are clean.”
 “I ran near the bird’s nest.”
 Possessive Pronoun-- Possessive pronouns are actually pronouns, although you
 call them as a general demand for adjectives because they act as modifiers (they describe
 other nouns or pronouns). They demonstrate ownership. For example, in the sentence,
 “That is their bowl,” the word ‘their’ is a possessive pronoun. Also, be aware that
 sometimes your word will need an apostrophe to be correct (same as with possessive
 nouns).
 Examples: “Nobody’s eyes are purple.”
 “Go steal somebody’s homework!”
 Regular (Middle Only)-- An adjective is regular if it is changed to its
 comparative and superlative forms either by preceding it with ‘more’/‘most’ or if its form
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 is changed by adding a ‘-er’/‘-est’ to the end. Such adjectives include ‘green’ (‘greener’/
 ‘greenest’) and ‘interesting’ (‘more interesting’/ ‘most interesting’).
 Irregular (Middle Only)-- An adjective is irregular if it is changed to its
 comparative and superlative forms in any way BESIDES adding either ‘more’/ ‘most’ or
 ‘-er’/ ‘-est’. Such adjectives include ‘bad’ (‘worse’/ ‘worst’) and good (‘better’/ ‘best’).
 Adverb:
 Positive, Comparative or Superlative Degree of Comparison-- Every adverb can
 be put into 3 different forms (positive, comparative and superlative). The difference
 between these three forms is their degree of comparison. This is easiest to see through
 examples, so here’s a nice little table that shows the difference:
 Positive Comparative Superlative
 fast faster fastest
 softly more softly* most softly*
 well better best
 stupider stupidest
 *-- Even though the comparative form is “more softly”, the adverb is still “softly”, and
 thus your word would just be “softly” and that would be all you underline in your
 solution.
 IMPORTANT NOTE: Each adverb has its own comparative and superlative
 forms. Regular adverbs can be converted either by adding an ‘-er’ or ‘-est’ to the end, or
 by preceding the word with ‘more’ or ‘most’. There IS a difference between these two!
 For example, if you wrote ‘slowlyer’ (from ‘slowly’) or ‘most fast’ (from ‘fast’) in your
 sentence, you would be wrong. All adverbs that end in ‘-ly’ and most of the longer
 words (3 syllables or more) use the ‘more’/‘most’ rule, and shorter words without an ‘-ly’
 ending use the ‘-er’/‘-est’ rule. Also, irregular adverbs have their own ways of being put
 into the comparative and superlative forms. For example, ‘badly’ turns into ‘worse’ and
 ‘worst’. There is no rule for converting irregular adjectives. When in doubt, look it up in
 the dictionary.
 Regular (Middle Only)-- An adverb is regular if it is changed to its comparative
 and superlative forms either by preceding it with ‘more’/‘most’ or if its form is changed
 by adding a ‘-er’/‘-est’ to the end. Such adjectives include ‘green’ (‘greener’/ ‘greenest’)
 and ‘interesting’ (‘more interesting’/ ‘most interesting’).
 Irregular (Middle Only)-- An adverb is irregular if it is changed to its
 comparative and superlative forms in any way BESIDES adding either ‘more’/ ‘most’ or
 ‘-er’/ ‘-est’. Such adjectives include ‘badly’ (‘worse’/ ‘worst’) and well (‘better’/ ‘best’).
 Calls For Any Part of Speech: *NOTE: Each of these can only be called ONCE*
 Color Wild-- This means that cubes of a certain color are now wild. In your
 word, cubes of that color can represent any letter you wish, and unlike 0-wild in
 Equations, each cube may represent a different letter if you want.
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 Letter Required-- Your word must contain the required letter. This means you
 must use the actual letter in your word, not just the cube! For example, if both ‘Z’-
 Required and Yellow Wild were called, you couldn’t just use the ‘Z’ as the ‘A’ in the
 word “apple”, rather your word would have to be spelled with a ‘Z’
 Letter Forbidden-- Your word may not contain the forbidden letter. This means
 that your word can’t be spelled using that letter, not that you can’t use a cube with the
 forbidden letter on it. For example, if both ‘Y’-Forbidden and Yellow Wild were called,
 you could still use the ‘Y’ cube as another letter, just as long as your word isn’t spelled
 with a ‘Y’. Also, if both ‘Y’-Forbidden and ‘Y’-Equals-‘H’ (letter transfer) were called,
 you could still use a ‘Y’ cube as the letter ‘H’.
 Letter Transfer-- With this demand, you can change all of one letter into a
 different letter. For example you could say, “All Bs are now Cs,” and from that point on,
 wherever there is a ‘B’ cube, it would count as a ‘C’ in your word. This also means that
 you may no longer use the letter ‘B’, because they ALL equal ‘C’. Even if a wild is
 called, that wild cannot be a ‘B’ because ALL ‘B’s are now ‘C’s. This demand may be
 called using any two letters (not just ‘B’ and ‘C’, as in the example).
 Number of Letters-- This demands means your word has to have a certain
 number of letters. For example, if 5-Letters were called, your word would have to be
 exactly 5 letters long. No less than 4 and no more than 10 letters may be demanded.
 Double Consonant-- If Double Consonant were called, your word would have to
 contain two consecutive (right next to each other) consonants that are the same letter. For
 example, “ball”, “little” and “coffee” all have double consonants.
 Double Vowel-- If Double Vowel were called, your word would have to contain
 two consecutive (right next to each other) vowels that are the same letter. For example,
 “wheel”, “doom” and “coffee” all have double vowels.
 Compound Word-- If this demand were called, your word would have to be a
 compound word. Compound words are words formed by two other words, such as
 ‘mailbox’, ‘homework’ and ‘underwear’. Notice how in all of the examples, the word’s
 meaning is formed by the two smaller words within it (i.e.: a ‘mailbox’ is a ‘box’ for
 ‘mail’ and ‘homework’ is ‘work’ that you do at ‘home’).
 IV – Clauses and Phrases
 Clauses: A clause is a section of a sentence that has both a subject and a verb. When you
 call a clause in the game of Ling, your word to be formed must be INSIDE that clause.
 Independent Clause-- These are the most basic of clauses. An independent
 clause is any combination of subject and verb (plus objects, adjectives, phrases, et cetera)
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 that can stand alone as its own sentence. All sentences have at least one independent
 clause, in fact, most sentences you write in Ling will have exactly one. For example, the
 sentence, “The cat jumped,” is one independent clause (‘cat’ is the subject and ‘jumped’
 is the verb. As another example, the sentence, “The green tree was placed next to the
 large building,” is one independent clause (‘tree’ is the subject and ‘was placed’ is the
 verb. All the other words in the sentence are modifiers, meaning they all act as
 adjectives, objects, adverbs, et cetera. Those extra words do not affect the fact that this
 sentence is one independent clause.). The sentence, “I tripped and she jumped over the
 moon,” has TWO independent clauses. The first is “I tripped”, or which the subject is ‘I’
 and the verb is ‘tripped’. The second independent clause is “she jumped over the moon”,
 of which the subject is ‘she’ and the verb is ‘jumped’. Remember, for something to be an
 independent clause, it must be able to stand alone as its own sentence! If it can’t stand
 alone as its own sentence, it is a dependent clause.
 Dependent Clause-- Any clauses that aren’t independent clauses are dependent
 clauses. They are clauses that cannot stand alone as their own sentences (thus they are
 dependent on the rest of the sentence). There are many different types of dependent
 clauses. Following are only a few examples:
 “The boy who lives there is nice.” [this dependent clause is also an
 adjective clause]
 “Whoever wants to play soccer should go to the field now.” [this
 dependent clause is also a noun clause]
 “I ran because I was scared.” [this dependent clause is also an adverb
 clause]
 Notice how in all the above examples, the dependent clauses (underlined) are
 not able to stand alone as their own sentences (i.e.: “Whoever wants to play soccer.” is
 not a proper sentence). This is what separates dependent clauses from independent
 clauses.
 Adverb Clause-- Adverb clauses are dependent clauses that act as adverbs in
 your sentence. The entire clause will act as if it were one word (an adverb) and it will
 modify a verb. The first word of an adverb clause will ALWAYS be a subordinating
 conjunction (such as ‘because’ or ‘since’). Also, remember that – like with all clauses –
 there must be both a subject and a verb in an adverb clause.
 Examples: “I ran because I was scared.” [The underlined clause is
 modifying the verb ‘ran’, thus it is acting as an adverb and is an adverb clause.]
 “Since Joe does not want his food, he should let me eat it.”
 [This clause is acting as an adverb because it explains why Joe ‘should let’ me eat his
 food. Since ‘should let’ is a verb, anything that modifies or further describes it is acting
 as an adverb.]
 “I will go wherever you want me to.” [The dependent clause
 here (underlined) is describing where I ‘will go’. Since ‘will go’ is a verb, the clause is
 acting as an adverb and is thus an adverb clause.]
 Adjective Clause-- Adjective clauses are dependent clauses that act as adjectives
 in sentences. The entire clause will act as if it were one word (an adjective) and it will
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 modify either a noun or a pronoun. In most cases, adjective clauses will begin with
 relative pronouns (‘that’, ‘who’, ‘whom’, ‘which’, and ‘whose’), however they do not
 have to.
 Examples: “The clause that acts as an adjective is an adjective clause.”
 “The girl who drank coffee ran.”
 “The place where I live is scary.”
 Relative Clause (Middle Only)-- Just like adjective clauses, relative clauses act
 as adjectives in your sentence. The difference is that they MUST begin with a relative
 pronoun (‘that’, ‘who’, ‘whom’, ‘which’, and ‘whose’), whereas adjective clauses can be
 introduced by words that aren’t relative pronouns. All relative clauses are adjective
 clauses; HOWEVER not all adjective clauses are relative clauses. For example, the
 underlined clause in the sentence, “The place where I live is scary,” is an adjective clause
 but NOT a relative clause).
 Examples: “The ninja chipmunk who likes to fight kicked me.”
 “The man whose gerbil hates Rice Krispies is a loser.”
 “I kicked the ball that was in my yard.”
 Noun Clause (Middle Only)-- Noun clauses are dependent clauses that act as
 nouns in your sentence. There are two basic ways to form a noun clause. The first and
 easiest is by using direct quotes. Anything you put in quotes (“ ”) is considered to be
 inside a noun clause. The second way is by beginning the noun clause with a word such
 as ‘whoever’, ‘how’, ‘whatever’ or ‘who’, and have that clause act as a noun in your
 sentence. Pay close attention to these examples:
 “Whoever kicked the ball is mean.” [the noun clause here acts as a
 subject]
 “Do not listen to what he says.” [the noun clause here acts as an object of
 the preposition]
 “That boy gets whatever he wants.” [the noun clause here acts as a direct
 object]
 Infinitive Clause (Middle Only)-- Infinitive clauses are dependent clauses that
 are built around an infinitive verb. An infinitive clause will take the place of a noun in
 your sentence and will be constructed by having a subject followed by an infinitive and
 whatever objects or modifiers you want to add.
 Examples: “I want the kitten to attack the yarn.” [‘the kitten’ = subject of
 the infinitive clause, ‘to attack’ = the infinitive]
 “The magician needs volunteers to participate in his act.”
 [‘volunteers’ = subject of the infinitive clause, ‘to participate’ = the infinitive]
 Phrases: When you call a phrase in the game of Ling, your word must be INSIDE that
 phrase. Phrases never have subjects (unless there is a dependent clause within your
 phrase). Typically, phrases are easy to learn, but putting your word inside them can be
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 tricky. To be able to fully use phrases, you will have to master using all sorts of clauses
 and phrases.
 Prepositional Phrase-- Prepositional phrases are composed of a preposition, its
 object of the preposition, and any modifiers (such as adjectives, adverbs et cetera). For
 example, in the sentence, “The wolf ran around a tree,” the underlined phrase is a
 prepositional phrase (‘around’ = preposition, ‘the tree’ = object of the preposition). Also,
 in the game of Ling, your prepositional phrases ALWAYS end at the object of the
 preposition, so if you were to write, “The girl near the cup that was full of water is
 mean,” the phrase would end at ‘the cup’ (as indicated by the underlining). This makes it
 difficult sometimes to put different types of nouns (direct objects, subjects, et cetera)
 inside prepositional phrases. There are two good ways to get around this however. The
 first way is to use other clauses and phrases. For example, if you were trying to put in a
 direct object, you could say something like, “The book about eating the food is well
 written.” [Note to Middle Players: In this example, the phrase ‘eating the food’ is a
 gerund phrase that acts as the object of the preposition, so technically, your direct object
 ‘food’ is part of the object of the preposition; thus it is inside the prepositional phrase].
 The second way (which is also much easier to understand) is by using an object of the
 preposition that is longer that one word. For example, if you said, “I ran near the dog and
 the tree,” the prepositional phrase (underlined) would end at ‘the tree’ because ‘the dog
 and the tree’ acts as ONE object of the preposition. Thus, if you wanted to put a direct
 object in your prepositional phrase, you could say, “I ran near the dog that eats shoes and
 the tree.” The direct object ‘shoes’ is inside the prepositional phrase (underlined)
 because the phrase ends at ‘the tree’ (which in this case is part of the object of the
 preposition). Again, sometimes this can become very complicated but if you practice,
 you will master it.
 Adjective Phrase-- This is a specific type of prepositional phrase, which acts as
 an adjective in your sentence. In the following examples, notice how the underlined
 phrases act as adjectives (modifying either nouns or pronouns).
 Examples: “The monkey near the volcano was being crazy.” [this
 adjective phrase tells where ‘the monkey’ is; thus it is modifying a noun]
 “I read the book about flying ninja chipmunks.” [this
 adjective phrase tells what ‘the book’ is about; thus it is modifying a noun]
 Adverb Phrase-- This is a specific type of prepositional phrase, which acts as an
 adverb in your sentence. In the following examples, notice how the underlined phrases
 act as adverb (modifying verbs).
 Examples: “I fell asleep in class today.” [this adverb phrase describes
 where I ‘fell asleep’; thus it is modifying a verb]
 “The evil gnome galloped through the field.” [this adverb
 phrase describes where the gnome ‘galloped’; thus it is modifying a verb]
 Infinitive Phrase-- Infinitive phrases are composed of an infinitive verb and any
 objects or modifiers that work with it. Just like infinitives, infinitive phrases will act as
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 nouns in your sentences. Be careful not to confuse these with infinitive clauses!
 Remember that clauses have subjects, while phrases do not.
 Examples: “She wants to paint the ugly house.” [notice how the entire
 infinitive phrase acts as a direct object for this sentence (it is what ‘she wants’)]
 “The hyperactive squirrel likes to run around in circles.”
 Appositive Phrase (Middle Only)-- Appositive phrases are composed of an
 appositive and its modifiers. Essentially, anything that is placed correctly between the
 commas where an appositive would be is inside your appositive phrase.
 Examples: “Joe, the boxer who lives on a farm, likes to fight.”
 “The man threw a rock at Gordo, the evil frog of doom.”
 Gerund Phrase (Middle Only)-- Just like with actual gerunds, a gerund phrase
 will act as a noun in your sentence. The difference is that gerund phrases will have
 objects (most commonly direct objects) and modifiers. In the following examples, notice
 how the gerund phrases take the place of nouns.
 Examples: “Winning a prize would be nice.” [gerund phrase as a subject]
 “The book about running the marathon is horrible.” [gerund
 phrase as an object of the preposition]
 “He likes destroying small and helpless space ships.” [gerund
 phrase as a direct object]
 Participle Phrase (Middle Only)-- Just like with actual participles, a participle
 phrase will act as an adjective in your sentence. The difference is that participle phrases
 will have objects (most commonly direct objects) and modifiers. In the following
 examples, notice how the participle phrases take the place of adjectives.
 Examples: “The girl saying, ‘That man is mean,’ is funny.” [participle
 phrase modifies ‘the girl’]
 “The grass growing in the field is green.” [participle phrase
 modifies ‘the grass’]
 “Jane, the woman riding her bike, almost ran into a tree.”
 [participle phrase modifies ‘the woman’]
 Verb Phrase (Middle Only)-- Verb phrases are probably the easiest phrases there
 are. They are composed of a verb and its auxiliary (helping) verbs. The only words that
 will EVER be inside verb phrases are verbs; thus for example, if ‘noun’ is called and
 someone calls ‘verb phrase’, call challenge impossible.
 Examples: “Those llamas have been running since yesterday.”
 “I will give back your notebook tomorrow.”
 “You should have eaten breakfast!”
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