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Table Grape Production and Varieties
 John R. ClarkUniversity Professor of
 HorticultureUniversity of Arkansas

Page 2
                        

Table Grape Markets for the Mid-Upper South
 Region NOT: Competing with California Extensive long-range shipping
 ARE: Farmers markets to expand products On-farm sales Sales at wineries paralleling tasting room
 marketing

Page 3
                        

What is the Advantage or Angle?
 Offering something unique Flavor Better textures than in older varieties An overall impressive eating
 experience, not the current “boring” experience of eating table grapes in the US
 Possibly the non-fresh sales fruit used for juice or fruity wines
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Jupiter: The Most Exciting Arkansas
 Development Seedless Mild muscat
 /American flavor Non-slipskin, good
 texture Hardy (in most
 locations) Very limited to no
 fruit cracking Folks are really
 liking this grape!!!

Page 5
                        

Jupiter: The Most Exciting Arkansas
 Development Key production
 items Watch downy
 mildew (and other diseases)
 Normally spur pruned, 2 clusters/shoot best
 Birds!

Page 6
                        

Neptune- the White/Green Option Seedless Fruity flavor but not
 Labrusca foxiness Non-slipskin Excellent clusters Skin gets thinnest at
 full ripe Hardiness likely a
 concern

Page 7
                        

Neptune- the White/Green Option No cracking in the
 rain seen Watch downy
 mildew (and other diseases)
 Normally spur pruned, 2 clusters/shoot best
 Consider closer spacing (6’?) due to lower vigor and more upright growth habit
 Mid to later season

Page 8
                        

Older Arkansas Table Grape Varieties
 Reliance Mars

Page 9
                        

Other Varieties – Non Arkansas
 Vanessa Seedless: red, non-slipskin, large seed traces; light fruity flavor
 Marquis: white, slipskin (?), fruity flavor, large long clusters
 Einsett Seedless: blue, slipskin, American flavor
 Others mainly developed in New York

Page 10
                        

What About Future Table Grape Options??? There are
 More Coming!!! A-2412
 Non-slipskin, excellent texture and skin
 Light fruity flavor Excellent vine
 health Good productivity Almost no fruit
 cracking Early

Page 11
                        

What About Future Table Grape Options??? There are
 More Coming!!! A-2494
 Non-slipskin, excellent texture and very thin skin
 Light fruity flavor that is unique and catchy
 Slightly elongated Excellent vine
 health Good productivity No to very little
 fruit cracking Mid season

Page 12
                        

What About Future Table Grape Options??? There are
 More Coming!!! A-2053
 Non-slipskin, excellent texture and very thin skin
 Light fruity flavor, lighter than Neptune
 Excellent vine health
 Good productivity No to very little
 fruit cracking Mid season

Page 13
                        

What About Future Table Grape Options??? There are
 More Coming!!! A-2505
 Non-slipskin, excellent texture and very thin skin
 Neutral flavor Excellent vine
 health No to very little
 fruit cracking Mid to later season

Page 14
                        

What About Future Table Grape Options??? There are
 More Coming!!! When?????
 Be on the lookout in 2-3 years for one or all to appear

Page 15
                        

Breeding Focus at the University of Arkansas
 Objectives Fruit cracking resistance Non-slipskin, crisp texture Seedlessness Range of flavors Range of shapes Attractive clusters Moderate hardiness and disease resistance
 screening

Page 16
                        

Current Challenges in Eastern Table Grape
 Breeding –Fruit Cracking Resistance With the decrease in
 skin thickness and a more edible skin, there is usually a parallel decrease in resistance to cracking
 No areas of the East are free of the chances of summer or fall rain showers thus must have some cracking resistance
 Repeated screening and selection pressure required to select crack-free phenotypes

Page 17
                        

Current Challenges in Eastern Table Grape
 Breeding –Winter Hardiness With the increased
 quality traits from V. vinifera always come winter hardiness concerns
 In recent years, hardiness levels attained might be less due to moderate winters (Ark. that is)

Page 18
                        

Eastern Grape Opportunities -Shape
 Elongated shape derived from ‘Lady Patricia’ (and French hybrids) give a unique appearance
 Would make grapes very distinctive in the marketplace

Page 19
                        

Arkansas Fruit Breeding- More Good Things Coming!
 [email protected]
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