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%Pronunciation Teaching: %Techniques and Practical Training
 %% TEFL Workshop, September 1, 2011
 Presented by Marla [email protected]://teachingpronunciation.pbworks.com
 Warm-upAre these statements about the pronunciation of English true or false? Circle “T” for true, “F” for false, or “?” if you’re not sure. Talk about your answers with your group.
 1. T F ? Teaching and learning pronunciation is boring. It’s just endless “repeat after me.”
 2. T F ? Speech sounds can be divided into two types: consonants and vowels.
 3. T F ? English has five vowel sounds, or sometimes six.
 4. T F ? In some ways, pronunciation is like music.
 5. T F ? Native speakers of English can be good pronunciation teachers.
 6. T F ? Non-native speakers of English can be good pronunciation teachers.
 General advice about teaching pronunciation Keep it simple. Use technical language as little as possible, and only when it’s helpful.
 Show, don’t just tell. Use visual or tactile aids to help students understand.
 Choral repetition is a valuable kind of practice, but it’s not the only one. Explore other ways to practice: Dialogs, minimal pair practice, role plays, information gaps, chants, and games. Communicative practice is helpful in teaching pronunciation.
 You can find many good pronunciation teaching resources on the Internet, but don’t expect them to do your teaching for you. You’re still the teacher.
 Think about your lesson from the students’ point of view. Will it seem confusing? Will they get bored? Will they have plenty of chances to practice? Most importantly, will it really help them improve their pronunciation?
 Keep learning. Read about pronunciation and teaching, find new practice activities and methods, and work to improve your own pronunciation.
 Practice with English sounds
 http://teachingpronunciation.pbworks.com/
 mailto:[email protected]
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Work in a group. Take turns. Choose a sound symbol card. Tell and show your group how to pronounce the sound, but don’t actually say the sound or show them the card. Your group will try to guess what sound you’re explaining.
 Now let’s learn some new sounds!Your group will have both ACP TEFL and TEFL TEA students. The ACP TEFL students will teach some sounds of their language to the TEFL TEA students.
 Use this space for taking notes or writing examples.
 Now think back on this activity. What did you learn from the experience? How did you feel while you were teaching or being taught?
 Communicative Activities for Teaching Pronunciation
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The names in this family tree all contain the /T/ sound (as in “thick”). How can you use it? Have students work with a partner and ask questions about the people in the family. For example,
 “Who is Matthew’s mother?”
 Make it into a guessing game: “I’m thinking of someone. He’s Timothy’s son. Who is he?”
 Before you begin, be sure to have students repeat all the names in the tree so they know how to pronounce them.
 This activity is based on one found in Teaching Pronunciation, Second Edition by Marianne Celce-Murcia, Donna M. Brinton, Janet M. Goodwin, and Barry Griner. Cambridge University Press, 2010.
 The musical aspects of languageThere’s more to pronunciation than just individual sounds. These things are also important:
 Word stress
 Rhythm
 Focus (sentence stress)
 Intonation
 Information Gap Activities
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In an information gap activity (info gap), students work in pairs. Each partner has a different set of information—a picture, a partially filled-out schedule or map, a description, etc. The partners ask each other questions to find out their partner’s information and fill in their own gaps. The following info gap activity helps students practice stress patterns in compound nouns.
 What’s on Sale Today? (Student A) What’s on Sale Today? (Student B)Sunday Toothbrushes and
 toothpaste Sunday
 Monday Monday Cupcakes and candy barsTuesday Raincoats and tennis shoes TuesdayWednesday
 Wednesday Volleyballs and baseballs
 Thursday Thursday Postcards and travel booksFriday Bookshelves and doorknobs Friday
 Saturday Cell phones and laptops Saturday
 The next activity is especially good for practicing contrastive stress. (“I don’t see a BUS; I see a CAR.”)
 Each student looks at one picture. Students tell their partner about their own picture. They try to find all the differences between the two pictures.
 This activity is from Targeting Pronunciation by Sue F. Miller, 2nd Edition. Thomson Heinle, 2007
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Shadowing Shadowing is a technique in which learners listen to and imitate the speakers in a short video clip. Then they try to read the dialog with or slightly after the characters in the clip. Here’s one way to do it:
 1. Find a short film clip (two minutes or less) with a natural-sounding, self-contained conversation. Find or write a script for the clip.
 2. In class, give the students some background about what’s happening in this scene. They need to understand what’s going on.
 3. Play the clip. The students just watch and get the general idea of what’s going on.4. Hand out the script. Go over any unfamiliar words and expressions. Make sure the students
 understand the script.5. Ask the students to watch the clip again. This time they should listen for some specific aspect of
 pronunciation—pauses, intonation, linking, etc. and mark it on their script. If necessary, play the clip again.
 6. Have the students practice reading the conversation with a partner. Encourage them to try to do it just the way the characters in the video did—with the same pauses, intonation, feelings, etc.
 7. Play the clip again. Ask the students to try to read the dialog along with the characters in the film. (This will work best if the characters are speaking fairly slowly.) Repeat if there’s time.
 8. Review the conversation by practicing it again in a later class.
 FedEx Commercial: CastawayThis commercial is a spoof (a humorous imitation) based on the movie Cast Away starring Tom Hanks.
 Man: Hi.
 Woman: Hi.
 Man: I was marooned on an island for five years with this package, and I swore that I would
 deliver it to you because I work for FedEx.
 Woman: That’s very admirable. Thank you.
 Man: Hey, look, by the way, what’s in the package?
 Woman: Nothing, really. Just a satellite phone, a GPS locator, fishing rod, water purifier, and some
 seeds. Just silly stuff.
 Man: Oh.
 Woman: Thank you again. You keep up the good work.
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Reference Charts (“NAE” means North American English)
 Classification of NAE Consonant PhonemesManner of
 ArticulationPlace of Articulation
 Bilabial Labiodental Dental Alveolar Palatal Velar GlottalStop Voiceless Voiced
 p panb box
 t topd dog
 k catg got
 Fricative Voiceless Voiced
 f fanv van
 T thickD them
 s satz zoo
 S shipZ beige
 h hat
 Affricate Voiceless Voiced
 tS chindZ giant
 Nasal Voiced m man n no N singLiquid Voiced l like r runGlide Voiced w way y yes
 Classification of NAE Vowel Phonemes front central back
 high
 mid
 low
 Diphthongs: NAE also has three diphthongs (two vowels that blend together and act as one sound): /ay/ as in hi /aw/ as in how /oy/ as in boy
 For more resources on teaching pronunciation, including tutorials on the vowels and consonants of English, suprasegmentals, and other topics, look at my website: http://teachingpronunciation.pbworks.com.
 http://teachingpronunciation.pbworks.com/
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Sound cards: one set for each group
 /f / as in “fine” /S/ as in “shoe”
 /w/ as in “wet” /D/ as in “there”
 /T / as in “thin” /k / as in “can”
 /N / as in “sing” /r/ as in “run”
 /l/ as in “lamp” /p/ as in “pan”
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Need:Name cards for forming groups for teaching activity. Phonemic symbols to show which group they’re in.PPT slide showing symbols and example wordsSound cards for practicing telling group how to pronounce sounds.Small white boards—one for each groupThin whiteboard markersKleenex or something else for erasers
 Fed Ex ad video
 Mirrors (45+)Lots of dental modelsOther tools?Computer
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