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Studying the Bible for Spiritual Growth
 Part 5
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Principles for Spiritual Growth
 Week 1 - The main reason for bible study is Transformation not just information.
 Week 2 - How I receive the Word determines my response to the Word. My responses are shown in my daily actions and activities.
 Week 3 - In order to grow spiritually I must invest my time, attention, and money in my Bible Study. What God provides for me, will always exceed what I invest.
 Week 4 - I grow spiritually when I apply what i study to become more Christlike.
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Why we read the Bible
 In every command and in every promise of the word of God is the power, the very life of God, by which the command may be fulfilled and the promise realized. He who by faith receives the word is receiving the very life and character of God. Christ’s Object Lessons, 38
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Key Text
 John 5:39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.
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Methods of Bible Study
 The Thematic Method - Select a bible theme to study. Think of three to five questions you would like answered about that theme. Then study all of the references for that theme and record your answers.
 The Biographical Method - Select a bible character and study all of the bible verses about that person in order to study their characteristics. Make notes about their attitudes, strengths and weaknesses, then apply what you have learned.
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Methods of Bible Study
 The Topical Method - Collect and compare all of the verses you can find on a topic. Organize your conclusions into a outline that you can share.
 The Word study Method - Study the important words of the Bible. Find out how many times a word occurs, how it is used and their original meanings.
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Methods of Bible Study
 The Book Background Method - Study how history, geography, science and politics affected what happened in Bible times.
 The Book Survey Method - Read an entire book of the Bible several times to a a general overview of its subject matter. Study the background of the book and make notes on what you find.
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Methods of Bible Study
 The Chapter Analysis Method - Master the contents of a chapter of a book of the bible by examining each verse of word by word.
 Verse by Verse Method - Select one passage of Scripture and examine it in detail by asking questions, finding cross references and paraphrasing each verse.
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The bible when it was written had no chapter or verse divisions. Chapter divisions were added in 1228 to make portions of the Bible easy to find.
 The 1,189 chapters in the Bible would take over three years to study if you looked a one a day. During this session we will examine how to study the Bible one chapter at a time.
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Methods of Bible Study
 The Devotional Method - Select a short portion of your Bible and prayerfully meditate on it till the Holy Spirit shows you a way to apply the truth to your life. Write out a personal application.
 The Chapter Summery Method - Read a chapter of the Bible through at least five times; write down a summery of the thoughts you find in it.
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The Chapter Summery Method
 Step One: Caption - Give the chapter a descriptive title that you can remember.
 Step Two: Contents - Write down what you feel the writer said in the chapter.
 Step three: Chief People - List the most important people in the chapter. Ask questions such as, who are the main people in the chapter and what is their significance? Pay attention to pronouns.
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The Chapter Summery Method
 Step Four: Choice Verse - Choose a verse that speaks to you and/or summerizes the whole chapter.
 Step Five: Crucial Words - Write down the key word or words of that chapter.
 Step Six: Challenges - Are there any statements that you do not understand? Is there any issue that you would like to study further?
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The Chapter Summery Method
 Step Seven: Cross Reference - Look up other verses that help clarify what the chapter is talking about.
 Step Eight: Christ Seen - Ask what can I learn about the nature of Jesus from this chapter? What attributes of Christ are shown here?
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The Chapter Summery Method
 Step Nine: Central lessons - Ask, Why does God want this chapter in the Bible? What does He want to teach me from this chapter?
 Step Ten: Conclusion - This is where you make the application. Ask, How do these truths apply to me personally? What specifically am I going to do about them?
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Principle for Spiritual Growth
 There are many ways to study the Bible, to grow I must be open to using new methods.
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