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STUDENT’S World History & Geography 1

Prehistory through the Renaissance
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v.7 - rev. 8/14/02

About this outline of world history and geography:

The following pages describe significant people, places, events
and concepts in thestudy of humankind. This outline forms the core
of our study; it will be fleshed-outby classroom discussions,
audio-visual materials, readings, writings and otheractivities.

This knowledge will help you understand what it means to be
human and how the

world came to be the way it is today. It will also help you
understand many of thebooks, news reports, films, articles and
events you will encounter throughout therest of your life.
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The Student’s Friend

World History & Geography 1p r e h i s t o r y t h r o u g h
t h e R en a i s s a n c e

What i s h i s to ry?History is the story of humankind.

W h y s t u d y h i s t o r y ? • History shows us what it means
to be human.• History shows us how the world works.• History
affects our lives directly or indirectly every day.• History helps
us make judgments about current and future events.• History is a
fascinating story of human treachery and achievement.

What i s geography? Geography is the study of our home, the
surface of the planet earth.

W h y s t u d y g e o g r a p h y ? • Geography is a major
factor affecting human history and development.• Humans are a major
factor affecting the future of planet earth.

CONTENTS:Unit 1 - Origins of the Earth and humans: the stage and
the actors ............... Page 1Unit 2 - Mesopotamia and the
Middle East: civilization arises ....................... Page 3Unit
3 - Ancient Egypt: in search of immortality
........................................... Page 5Unit 4 - Ancient
Greece: source of Western Civilization
.............................. Page 7Unit 5 - Ancient China and
Asia: source of Eastern Civilization .................... Page
11Unit 6 - Ancient Rome: organization and disintegration
............................... Page 15

Unit 7 - The Middle Ages: Europe from chaos to dominance
....................... Page 19Unit 8 - Renaissance and the New
World: the modern mind emerges ......... Page 23

Copyright © 2002 Michael G. MaxwellThe Student’s Friend; World
History & Geography 1 may be freely reproduced and distributed
by

teachers and students for educational purposes. It may not be
reproduced or distributed forcommercial or other purposes without
permission.

See www.studentsfriend.com for more information and related
teaching materials.
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Unit 1 - Origins of the Earth and humans; the stage and the
actors

MAP IDENTIFICATION: Europe, Asia, Africa, Antarctica, Australia,
North America, SouthAmerica, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian
Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Great Rift Valley, BeringStrait

Big Bang theoryMost astronomers agree that the universe probably
began with an event similar to an

explosion, a big bang. The universe is a term for all of outer
space including the planets, stars andgalaxies. Galaxies are
clusters of hundreds of millions of stars, and there are hundreds
of millions ofgalaxies in the universe. Our world, Earth, is
located in the Milky Way galaxy, named after themilky-looking band
of stars stretching across the night sky which is an edge-on view
of our galaxy.

The Big Bang theory is supported by observations which indicate
that galaxies in space aremoving away from Earth. Astronomers use
the speed of this movement to estimate the age of theuniverse at
about 10-15 billion years. Many scientists accept a figure of about
5 billion years as theage of Earth.

continentsGeographers divide most of the land surface of the
earth into seven large land masses called

continents. The continents are Europe, Asia, Africa, Antarctica,
Australia, North America, andSouth America. (Note: Names of
continents all begin with the letter ‘A’ except Europe.)

The Ural Mountains of Russia separate Europe from Asia. Europe
and Asia are both part ofa single land mass called Eurasia.

plate tectonicsAccording to the theory of plate tectonics, the
earth’s surface is composed of about a dozen

plates of solid material that slowly move as they float on a bed
of magma, or molten rock. In otherwords, the surface of the earth
resembles a cracked egg shell, and the pieces of the shell are
moving.These plates include both the ocean floor and the
continents. The continents are simply high areason the plates above
sea level, so both the continents and the sea floor move with their
plates. Thismovement was once called continental drift, but now we
know that more than just the continents aremoving.

Earthquakes and volcanoes often occur at boundaries between
plates as the plates pushtogether, spread apart or slide against
one another. For example, the Pacific Plate is slowly grindingpast
the North American Plate in California creating enormous pressures
along the San Andreas Faultwhich are expected to produce a
devastating earthquake sometime within the next few decades.

Scientists believe that all of the present continents might have
been together in a single largeland mass long ago before they broke
apart and drifted to their present locations on the earth.
Thispossible supercontinent of the past is called Pangaea .

oceansMore than two-thirds of the earth’s surface is water and
97% of that water is found in the

earth’s four oceans, the Pacific , the Atlantic , the Indian ,
and the Arctic . Because ocean water is salty,it cannot be used for
drinking, farming, or manufacturing.

The Seven Seas is a very old and still popular expression for
the world’s oceans.

Great Rift ValleyThis is a valley in eastern Africa where two of
the earth’s plates are spreading apart exposing

the fossil remains of early humans. Fossils are the remains of
living organisms in which the livingtissue has slowly been replaced
over time by stone-like material which preserves the form of
theoriginal organism. The Great Rift Valley might be the location
where human life began and spread toother areas of the earth,
making humans the most widespread species in the world.

The Olduvai Gorge area of the Great Rift Valley was the site of
famous discoveries by thehusband and wife team of Louis and Mary
Leakey which helped to fill in gaps in the human record.Discoveries
continue to be made in the Olduvai Gorge by later generations of
the Leaky family andother paleontologists. (Paleontologists are
scientists who study the fossils of plants and animals.)

The Leakey’s son, Richard, has written: “The most obvious
product of our hands and brainsis technology. No other animal
manipulates the world in the extensive and arbitrary way that
humansdo...Humans are unique because they have the capacity to
choose what they do.”

Page 1
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AustralopithecusAustralopithecus was an extinct member of the
hominid family, the biological family that

includes modern humans. Australopithecus lived in Africa from
about 4 to 1 million years ago.Found in the Great Rift Valley of
Africa, the skeletal remains of a female called Lucy was the
firstdiscovery of an early species of Australopithecus. Because
Australopithecus walked on two feet andhad a relatively large
brain, it could be considered an early human, although most
scientists considerit to be prehuman. Walking upright was a big
advantage; it left both hands free to carry burdens andto use
primitive tools. Australopithecus is Latin for “southern ape.”
(Many scientific terms in usetoday are derived from Latin, the
language of the ancient Roman Empire.)

CultureCulture is the knowledge and achievements that are passed
on from one generation to another

to form the way of life shared by a group of people. Most people
living in Europe and Americashare a common culture known as Western
Civilization , also called Western culture or simply, “theWest.”
“The East” refers to Asia and Asian culture.

Human culture may have begun with Homo erectus , another extinct
member of the hominidfamily who lived from about two million to a
half million years ago: his name is Latin for “uprighthuman,”and
Homo erectus is sometimes called Java man after the island in
Southeast Asia where thefirst Homo erectus remains were found. Homo
erectus is the first hominid known to have livedoutside Africa.

Evidence from archeology indicates that Homo erectus developed a
culture that included theconstruction of shelters and the use of
hand axes and fire. Fire was powerful; it meant that humanscould
keep human predators at bay, eat better by cooking their food and
extend their habitat intocolder climates. If the definition of
human is the ability to create new inventions, Homo erectusmight
qualify. If Homo erectus was the first human, then humans have
walked the earth for twomillion years. By contrast, dinosaurs were
the dominant life form on earth for 135 million years.(Archeology
is the scientific study of the remains of past human life and human
activities.)

Homo sapiensThis is the biological classification of modern
humans. The earliest Homo sapiens was

Neanderthal , who developed about 400,000 years ago and became
extinct shortly after encounteringanother human species with a more
advanced culture including better weapons. Neanderthals
areclassified as Homo sapiens neanderthalis (the first fossil was
found in the Neander Valley ofGermany). The species that replaced
them is Homo sapiens sapiens which is us, modern day humans.One of
the earliest examples of Homo sapiens sapiens is called Cro-Magnon
man after the area insouthern France where his fossilized remains
were found. Homo sapiens is Latin for “wise human.”

Stone AgeHistorians have divided history into three eras based
on the kinds of tools, or technology , that

people used during these periods: the Stone Age, the Bronze Age
and the the Iron Age. The StoneAge occurred during prehistoric
times, before humans developed writing and civilization. It
beganabout 250,000 B.C. and ended about 4,000 B.C. when the Bronze
Age began in the Middle East.(These ages began at different times
in different places.) During the Stone Age, people learned touse
fire and make stone tools and weapons; they developed spoken
language and farming. Theearliest discoveries of human art are from
the Stone Age and include magnificent cave paintingsfound in
southern France and northern Spain dating from 15,000 to 17,000
years ago.

Paleolithic is a scientific term applied to the early Stone Age
when humans made their livingby hunting and gathering wild food
such as berries. Neolithic is the late Stone Age when
agriculturebegan and copper tools were developed. (Neo means new;
lithic means stone. Both terms come fromGreek, another ancient
language which contributed to the modern language we use
today.)

Bering StraitThere have been several Ice Ages when the world
became colder and huge sheets of ice

covered much of the Northern Hemisphere. Water locked in the ice
sheets lowered the level of theoceans and exposed land all over the
world that had been under water. Scientists believe landexposed at
the Bering Strait formed a “land bridge” where Asian peoples, who
were following wildgame herds, crossed from Asia to America
sometime between thirty and ten thousand years ago (ormaybe they
crossed by boat). These nomadic hunter-gatherers became the Native
American peoplesof North and South America, the last two habitable
contents to be occupied by humans.

A strait is a narrow body of water connecting two larger bodies
of water. The Bering Strait(50 miles wide) connects the Pacific
Ocean to the Arctic Ocean between Russia and Alaska. Anothernotable
strait, the Strait of Gibraltar (8 miles wide) connects the
Atlantic to the Mediterranean Sea.

Page 2


	
8/13/2019 Student's Friend 1 of 2

5/28

Unit 2 - Mesopotamia and the Middle East; civilization
arises

MAP IDENTIFICATION: Middle East, Mesopotamia, Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers, Israel

Middle EastWe can trace our Western culture back to the Middle
East, a region in western Asia and

northeast Africa. Agriculture first developed in the Middle
East, and about 5,000 years later it wasthe site of the world’s
first civilization. The Middle East was also the birthplace of
three major worldreligions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The
Middle East includes Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Syria,Jordan,
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. This area is sometimes called the Near East
or Southwest Asia .

The Middle East is important today as the major oil producing
region of the world and as ahot spot of international conflict
including the continuing struggle between Arabs and Israelis.

stages leading to civilizationImportant stages of early human
development leading to civilization included tool making,

cooperative hunting, spoken language, art, religion and
agriculture. All these stages began duringprehistoric times, before
civilization and written language existed.

We can see the beginnings of religion in the burials of early
humans which often includedobjects such as tools and ornaments,
presumably for use in the afterlife. Religion may have begun asa
way to deal with the human awareness of death. Most early religions
worshiped several gods, apractice called polytheism . Gods often
represented the forces of nature such as water and the sun.

agriculture

Agriculture includes the raising of livestock and farming, and
it was agriculture that madecivilization possible. Agriculture
began about 8,500 B.C. during the late Stone Age when
humansdiscovered they could plant and harvest a wheat plant growing
wild in the Middle East. At about thesame time, people began
domesticating wild animals (raising them). Today, the cows of India
have ahump because the wild cows of India had a hump while wild
cows of Europe did not.

The earliest known food production and domestication of animals
occurred in the FertileCrescent , a region of the Middle East that
curved from southern Turkey to present day Israel.Agriculture meant
people could stop following wild game herds and settle in one
place, grow crops,and build cities. People could also collect more
possessions which encouraged the invention of newtechnologies such
as pottery-making. From the Fertile Crescent agriculture spread
through Europeand Asia and to Africa. (When ideas or technology
spread from one place to another, it is calledcultural diffusion .)
Because agriculture could support more people per square mile than
hunting andgathering, agriculture resulted in a huge jump in human
population from about two million peopleduring the early Stone Age
to about 60 million during the late Stone Age.

Farmers learned to grow more food than they needed for their own
use, resulting in a surplus .Agricultural surpluses made it
possible to accumulate wealth, and they led to job specialization
because not everyone had to raise his own food to make a living;
some people could specialize innon-agricultural work (like making
pottery, or becoming priests or government officials) and
besupported by others from the agricultural surplus. Agriculture
was the primary basis of wealth inmost societies until the
industrial age.

JerichoJericho is a city in the Middle East (in the modern
country of Jordan) often considered to be

the world’s first city. The city grew at the site of a spring
during the late Stone Age. Massive wallswere constructed around
Jericho to protect its stores of agricultural surplus from nomadic
raiders.

It has been suggested that warfare began at Jericho. Various
bands of nomadic raiders suchas barbarians, Vikings and Mongols
continued to attack and steal from civilized societies
throughoutmuch of history. One modern historian has described
warfare as nothing more than “highly-

organized theft.”* The Bible tells the story of Joshua, a Hebrew
leader who attacked Jericho and hadpriests blow horns which caused
the walls to come tumbling down. ( *Jacob Bronowski, Ascent of
Man)

civilization Civilization was made possible by agriculture which
permitted humans to settle permanently

in one place and build cities. The world’s first civilization
developed in a region called Mesopotamiain the Middle East. Large
groups of people living in cities encouraged job specialization,
thedevelopment of government, and written language which are all
important features of civilization.Writing began as a way to record
business transactions, particularly the exchange of
agriculturalproducts. When people started to write, prehistoric
times ended and historic times began.

Cities and writing are considered to be the primary hallmarks of
civilization.
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MesopotamiaMesopotamia is known as the “cradle of civilization”
because it is here that civilization

began. Mesopotamia is a region , not a country, within the
larger region of the Middle East.(Regions are the basic units of
geography. A region is an area on the earth with consistent
cultural orphysical characteristics. Regions may be large, such as
the Middle East, or they may be smaller, suchas Mesopotamia.)
Mesopotamia was home to the world’s first civilization beginning
about 3500B.C., which is considered to be the beginning of Ancient
Times . Most of Mesopotamia is locatedwithin the modern country of
Iraq, and Mesopotamia was part of the Fertile Crescent.

Mesopotamia lies between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, and
the name Mesopotamiameans “between the waters” in Greek. It was
here that farmers learned to build irrigation systemsthat turned
the dry and desolate valley into a prosperous center of agriculture
that supported manypeople. As settlements grew into busy cities,
this region, called Sumer, become the world’s firstknown
civilization. The Sumerians built walled cities with great
ziggurats (large pyramid-liketemples), and they developed the
earliest known form of writing called cuneiform , in which scribes
(record-keepers) carved symbols onto wet clay tablets which were
later dried. The Sumerians arecredited with writing the world’s
oldest story, the Epic of Gilgamesh, about the life of a
Sumerianking. The Sumerian number system was based on 12 which
explains why we have 60-minute hours,24 hour days, 12 month years,
and 360 degree circles.

BabylonBecause the fertile valley of Mesopotamia had no natural
barriers, it attracted many raiders

and conquerors; civilizations came and went amid much warfare.
One of the most powerful wasBabylon which developed after Sumer
(1900 to 500 B.C.). Babylon was famed for its hanginggardens (one
of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World) which were watered by a
screw mechanismthat drew water from the Euphrates River below.
Babylon was also known for the decadent life-styleof its people;
the term “a Babylon” has come to mean a place of corruption and
sin.

The Old Testament of the Bible mentions the Tower of Babel which
the builders hopedwould reach to heaven, but God confused the
builders’ language so that they could no longerunderstand one
another’s speech, and this is how the peoples of the world came to
speak differentlanguages. A “Tower of Babel” now means a place of
confusion and noise where people “babble.”

The Code of HammurabiHammurabi was a king of Babylon around 1800
B.C. who brought much of Mesopotamia

under his control. He helped unite the Babylonian empire
(collection of states) by publishing aremarkable set of laws known
as the Code of Hammurabi, history’s first known written laws. He
hadthe 300 laws of the code carved onto a stone pillar for all to
see which meant that nobody was abovethe law; it applied to
everyone. The goals of Hammurabi’s Code included, “stable
government andgood rule...that the strong may not oppress the
weak.” (A state is an independent self-governingregion such as a
country. The United States was originally a collection of states
that became united.)

HebrewsHebrews were an ancient people of the Middle East who
established the kingdom of Israel in

about 1000 B.C. and founded the Jewish religion of Judaism . The
Israelites were conquered by theBabylonians in the 500s B.C. and
were taken to Babylon in chains. During the exile in Babylon,Jewish
scribes wrote much of the Old Testament of the Bible in effort to
preserve Hebrew culture andreligion. One of the Psalms of the Bible
says, “By the waters of Babylon, we lay down, yea wewept.” Over the
centuries since then, Jews have settled in many parts of the world,
but they havemaintained their identity as a people.

Many of the laws contained in the Old Testament of the Bible
have a basis in the Code ofHammurabi such as “An eye for an eye,
and a tooth for a tooth.” Unlike most people of the time,followers
of Judaism believed in one God, monotheism . The modern day effort
by Hebrews to

regain their ancient homeland of Israel has led to conflict in
the Middle East because PalestinianArabs were living in the lands
taken over by Israel following World War II.

Bronze AgeThe Stone Age was followed by the Bronze Age when
people began to make bronze tools

and weapons. The Bronze Age is important in history because this
is when civilization and writingbegan, marking the end of
prehistoric times. The Bronze age lasted from roughly 4000 B.C. to
thebeginning of the Iron Age in about 1000 B.C. During the Bronze
Age, people learned to makebronze tools by combining copper with
tin which produced a harder metal than copper alone and itheld an
edge much longer. The Bronze Age was a time of great invention; the
wheel, plow, writing,money, cities, armies and chariots all came
into existence during the Bronze Age in Mesopotamia.
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Unit 3 - Ancient Egypt and Africa; in search of immortality

MAP IDENTIFICATION: Africa, Mediterranean Sea, North Africa,
Sahara Desert, sub-Saharan Africa, Egypt, Nile River, Cairo

AfricaSouth of Europe lies Africa, the second-largest continent
after Asia. Africa’s major

geographic features include tropical rain forests along the west
coast, the Sahara Desert in the northand the Kalihari Desert in the
south. In eastern Africa are the Great Rift Valley, the Nile River,
andAfrica’s highest mountain, Mt. Kilimanjaro.

North Africa is the name given to the region of Africa bordering
the Mediterranean Seaincluding the Sahara Desert and lands lying to
the north of the desert including the Atlas Mountainsand the modern
countries of Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt.

Africa was the home of important early civilizations along the
Mediterranean Sea, particularlyin Egypt, at Carthage and in
Morocco. Most of Africa was colonized by European nations in
the1700s and 1800s. In the middle of the twentieth century, the
colonies gained their independence.

SaharaAt 3.5 million square miles, the Sahara is the world’s
largest desert. The Sahara is located in

North Africa and it separates North Africa from sub-Saharan
Africa , the region of Africa which liessouth of the Sahara Desert.
Sub-Saharan Africa has sometimes been called “black Africa”
becausepeople living there have darker skins than North Africans.
Dark skin appears to be an adaption toclimate. People living near
the equator need more skin pigment to protect them from intense
rays of

the sun while people living closer to the poles have paler skins
allowing them to absorb moresunlight. People with black skins also
live near the equator in India and in Australia.In modern times,
the arts of sub-Saharan Africa have exerted a strong influence on
Western

culture, inspiring modern art and forming the roots of the
blues, jazz, and rock-and-roll.

savannaThe savanna is a land area in sub-Saharan Africa with
grasslands and scattered trees. The

savanna is home to many of the famed large wild animals of
Africa such as lions, giraffes, andelephants. The African
governments of Tanzania and Kenya have created huge game preserves
toprotect the wildlife of the savanna.

Nile RiverThe Nile River originates in the highlands of central
Africa and flows north for more than

4,000 miles to the Mediterranean Sea where it forms a wide delta
in northern Egypt. The Nile is the

longest river in the world. (Deltas are flat, low-lying areas of
land that sometimes form at the mouthsof rivers where they empty
into the sea. Rivers carry sediment which may fill a river’s
mouthcreating a fan-shaped delta, forcing the river to form several
shifting channels to the sea.)

The Nile River Valley was the site of one of the world’s first
great civilizations in ancientEgypt. Egypt is said to be a “gift of
the Nile” because the river provided irrigation water, fertilesoils
due to annual floods, and transportation. The wealth of the
Pharaohs came from the bountifulagriculture made possible by the
Nile. The river was considered sacred by ancient Egyptians;
itseparated the “land of the living” on the east bank (where the
sun rises) from from the “land of thedead” on the west bank (where
the sun sets).

EgyptEgypt is a country in northeastern Africa on the
Mediterranean Sea. Egypt’s capital and

largest city is Cairo . The two main geographic features of
Egypt are the Nile River and the SaharaDesert. Ancient Egypt was
essentially a long, narrow oasis along the river in the desert.

Egypt’s ancient civilization flourished from about 3100 B.C. to
30 B.C. when Egypt becamea province of the Roman Empire. Many works
of art, literature, and architecture survive from ancientEgypt
including huge tombs of the pharaohs, the Sphinx, the great
pyramids near Cairo, and tallobelisks which inspired the Washington
Monument in the United States. The ancient Egyptiansdeveloped a
365-day calendar which is the basis for the calendar we use
today.

It is often said that “geography is destiny,” and this was
certainly true in Egypt where theNile was the lifeblood of the
country and the desert provided natural barriers to enemies
permittingancient Egyptian civilization to survive for 3,000 years,
the longest in history. Ancient Egyptians hada polytheistic
religion; their important gods included Ra, god of the sun and
creator of life, andOsiris, god of the earth and living things. The
struggle between Osiris and his evil brother Setrepresented the
eternal struggle between good and evil.
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pharaohsPharaohs were the kings of ancient Egypt who were
worshipped as gods. They controlled

strong central governments that built massive public works such
as the irrigation systems that tamedthe Nile’s floods allowing
agriculture to flourish in the desert. The Pharaohs also built the
impressivetemples and monuments which still stand today. Notable
among Egypt’s pharaohs were Ramses II(Ramses the Great) who
constructed great temples and Queen Hatshepsut, the first important
womanruler in history. Cleopatra was the last queen of the
thirty-one dynasties , or ruling families of Egypt.

As societies grew larger, government became necessary to provide
an orderly way to makedecisions, to maintain public order through
police and courts, and to supply services which cannot beprovided
by individuals. In the hot Egyptian desert, for example, lack of
water could mean starvationand death. Only government could ensure
that each farmer received his fair share of water and thatall
farmers maintained their irrigation ditches so that the systems
didn’t break down. Today, govern-ments still maintain public water
systems, and they perform other functions not provided by
businesssuch as national defense and education. Major types of
government have been chiefdoms andmonarchies (kings & queens)
based on hereditary rule, democracies based on rule by the
people,and dictatorships in which one person takes control of a
nation, usually with help from the military.

pyramidsBuilt as burial tombs for pharaohs, the pyramids are a
group of large monuments in the

Egyptian desert at Giza, a suburb of Cairo. They are the oldest
and the only remaining examples ofthe Seven Wonders of the Ancient
World. Without iron tools or wheeled vehicles, large numbers
ofworkers cut, moved, and lifted millions of limestone blocks that
weighed an average of 2.5 tons each.Archeological evidence
indicates that the workers who built the pyramids were not slaves,
but valuedmembers of society who lived with their families in a
nearby community. The age of pyramidbuilding in Egypt extended from
about 2700 B.C. to 1000 B.C.

Tombs such as the pyramids were built for the afterlife of the
Pharaohs who were providedwith everything they would need in the
afterlife. Filled with fantastic riches, the Pharaohs’ tombswere a
great temptation to grave robbers who looted most of the tombs long
ago.

Standing guard over the pyramids at Giza is the Sphinx , a great
rock sculpture with the headof a pharaoh and the body of a lion. It
was built about 2500 B.C.

mummificationIn preparing the bodies of the pharaohs for the
afterlife, skilled priests removed the vital

organs, then dried and wrapped the body in strips of linen. The
body of the pharaoh would beplaced in an elaborate stone coffin
called a sarcophagus. Eventually, ordinary Egyptians weremummified.
Archeologists have even discovered an ancient Egyptian cemetery
filled withmummified cats.

Priests were very important in Egyptian society, ranking just
below the pharaohs. At thebottom of society were slaves and just
above them were the farmers who produced Egypt’s wealth.All
Egyptians, including pharaohs, had an incentive for doing good
during their lives; their religionsaid that good works were
necessary to enter the afterlife.

TutankhamenAlso known as King Tut, Tutankhamen was a pharaoh of
ancient Egypt in the 1300s B.C.

who died at the age of eighteen. Although his reign was not very
important, he became famous inour time for the discovery of his
unplundered tomb in the 1920s, the only tomb of a pharaoh to
befound intact. Although he was only a minor king, his tomb
contained over 5,000 objects in fourrooms including a spectacular
life-like mask of solid gold which covered the head and shoulders
ofhis mummy. King Tut’s tomb is one of the most important
archeological discoveries of all time.

hieroglyphics

This was the ancient Egyptian system of writing that used
pictures to represent words orsyllables. Hieroglyphics preserved
records of ancient Egyptian culture for thousands of
years.Egyptians carved hieroglyphics into stone and they also wrote
on papyrus made from a reed plantwhich was pressed and dried to
make a paper-like material (paper gets its name from
papyrus).Papyrus could be rolled onto scrolls which made written
records compact and portable.

Modern people did not understand Egyptian hieroglyphics until
the Rosetta Stone wasdiscovered in Egypt in the late 1700s by
Napoleon’s armies. Carved into the Rosetta Stone was amessage
written in hieroglyphics along with a translation in Greek. Modern
scholars understoodGreek and were able to use the Greek to break
the code of hieroglyphics. Because the Rosetta Stonewas the key to
deciphering Egyptian writing, a “Rosetta Stone” has come to mean
the key tounderstanding any difficult problem.
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Unit 4 - Ancient Greece; the source of Western Civilization

MAP IDENTIFICATION: Greece, Athens, Crete, Asia Minor (Turkey),
Persian Empire (Iran),Alexandria, Aegean Sea

GreeceGreece is a rocky, peninsula country in southeastern
Europe on the Mediterranean Sea. (A

peninsula is a body of land surrounded on three sides by water,
jutting out from a larger body ofland.) Due to poor farm land, many
Greeks turned to the sea and trading to make a living.
Greece’searliest major culture, the Minoan civilization, was
located on the island of Crete , the largest of theGreek islands.
In Greek mythology, Crete was the kingdom of Minos, where the
Minotaur (half manand half-bull) lived at the center of the
Labyrinth (a maze). The Minoans were conquered in the1400s B.C. by
the Myceneans (My-SUH-nee-uns) from southern Greece. Greek
mythology says itwas the Myceneans and their King Agamemnon who led
the Greek army in the Trojan War.

Ancient Greece was a region with city-states such as Minos,
Mycenea, Athens and Sparta. (Acity-state is a city and surrounding
area which functions as an independent, self-governing
nation.)Classical Greek culture developed about a thousand years
after the fall of Minos and extended fromabout 500 B.C to 300 B.C.
The Greeks practiced polytheism and they believed their gods lived
onMount Olympus. The Greeks call their land “Hellas.” Classical
Greece, particularly the culture thatdeveloped in Athens, was known
for its beautiful arts, architecture, science, philosophy, theater
andfor creating the first democracy. Classical Greece was the
principal source of Western civilization.

Trojan War

Buried in the mists of the ancient past, the details of the
Trojan War are vague. The war seemsto have begun in about 1200 B.C.
between forces from mainland Greece and the defenders of thecity of
Troy in Asia Minor (now Turkey). According to mythology, Helen of
Troy was the mostbeautiful woman in the world and her kidnapping by
the Trojans led to the Trojan War when theGreek army sailed to Troy
to get her back. Helen’s was the “face that launched a thousand
ships.”The Trojan War provides the backdrop for the greatest myths
and poetry of the ancient Greeks.

According to myth, the Greeks used the Trojan Horse, a large,
hollow horse made of wood,to win the Trojan War. The clever Greek
hero Odysseus came up with the plan. The Greek armypretended to end
the siege of Troy and set sail for Greece leaving the horse behind
for the Trojanswho took it inside the city walls. But Greek
soldiers were hidden inside the horse and at night theyopened the
gates of Troy so the Greek army could enter the city and destroy
it. Historians believethe Trojan War actually happened, but it was
probably fought over control of the Aegean Sea , notover Helen of
Troy.

The Iliad and the OdysseyThese are two epic (meaning long and
heroic) poems by Homer , an ancient Greek poet saidto be blind. The
Iliad recounts the story of the Trojan War and the Odyssey tells of
the adventures ofOdysseus and his men during their return from the
war in Troy to their home on the Greek island ofIthaca. The return
trip took ten years because of obstacles placed in their path by
Poseidon, god ofthe sea, who felt he was not properly honored by
the Greeks for his help during the Trojan War. (AllGreek gods had a
good side and a bad side, much like the humans they resembled.)

The heroes of the Iliad and the Odyssey served as models of
excellence for the ancientGreeks. In both poems, wisdom is more
powerful than physical strength. Many literary critics
haveconsidered Homer to be the greatest of all poets. An odyssey
now means a trip of discovery.

Iron AgeThe Bronze Age was followed by the Iron Age. This is
when people learned how to use the

forced draft of air from a furnace or bellows to produce the
high temperatures needed to extract iron

from iron ore and to shape it into tools and weapons. Iron was
much stronger than bronze, and ironore was much easier to find than
the tin needed to make bronze. Iron working not only meant
bettertools and weapons, it meant many more of them, a major
technological change.

The Iron Age began in the Middle East and Greece around 1000
B.C., between the time ofGreek myth and the classical Greek period.
The Iron Age continues to the present day althoughsome might say we
live in the “Industrial Age” or the “Information Age.”

AthensAthens, the present day capital of Greece, was named after
its ancient patron goddess, Athena .

In the fifth century (400s) B.C., the city-state of Athens was
the political and cultural center of Greeceand home to important
thinkers such as Socrates and Plato.
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Persian EmpireCentered in present day Iran, the huge Persian
Empire stretched from the Middle East to

India. The Persians invaded and attempted to conquer Greece
several times in the 400s B.C., but weredefeated in battles
including the Battle of Marathon and the Battle of Salamis .

At the Battle of Marathon, the Greeks defeated a much larger
invading army of Persians and,according to legend, a Greek soldier
ran nearly 26 miles from the battlefield to Athens where he
diedafter delivering news of the victory. This legend is the basis
for the modern marathon foot race.

In fighting ten years later, the people of Athens fled to the
nearby island of Salamis after thePersians conquered and burned
Athens. The Persian king, Xerxes, had his throne placed on a
hillwhere he could watch his fleet of a thousand warships destroy
the much smaller Greek fleet. Instead,Xerxes watched in horror as
the Greeks lured his navy into a narrow strait where the smaller
Greekships outmaneuvered and rammed the larger Persian ships,
sinking most of the Persian fleet. Afterthe defeat at Salamis,
Xerxes went home to Persia and the Persian Wars soon ended.

PericlesA statesman named Pericles was the political leader of
Athens following the Persian Wars.

Although the Persians had been defeated, Persia remained a
military threat. Because Athens led theGreek alliance against the
Persians, other Greek city-states paid money to Athens for
protection.Pericles used this income to rebuild his burned-out city
and to finance the construction ofmagnificent new buildings
including the Parthenon.

Pericles encouraged great thinkers and artists to come to
Athens, and he promoted a newform of government called democracy.
His rule is sometimes called the Golden Age of Greece or theAge of
Pericles . Later, Pericles led the Athenians at the beginning of an
unsuccessful war againstSparta, called the Peloponnesian War , but
he soon died from the Plague.

democracyDemocracy is a form of government in which power lies
with the people who may exercise

that power directly as they did in ancient Athens where all
citizens could vote on new laws. Or, powermay be exercised
indirectly through elected representatives as we do in the United
States. Althoughthe terms democracy and republic now have much the
same meaning, originally democracy meantdirect rule while republic
meant representative government. The word democracy comes from
Greekas do many other words in our language such as history,
geography and philosophy.

The ancient Greeks valued their independence and did not
consider their leaders to be godsas did the ancient Egyptians.
Greek soldiers were citizens and free men. Under these
circumstancesit is not surprising that democracy began in Greece,
although the various city-states had differentforms of government
at different times. In Athens, citizens were expected to
participate in thegovernment of their city-state or “polis.”
Citizens, however, were a minority of the populationbecause women,
slaves, and foreign-born persons did not qualify as citizens.

ParthenonThe Parthenon was built during the rule of Pericles as
a temple to honor Athena, the goddess

of wisdom and the patron goddess of Athens. A huge statue of
Athena, covered in gold and ivory,stood inside the Parthenon.

Although the Parthenon is now in ruins, it is famed for its
beauty and proportion; it is perhapsthe most influential building
in the history of Western architecture. It served as a model for
muchGreek and Roman architecture that followed and later for
important buildings all over the worldincluding the Lincoln
Memorial in the United States. Like all classical Greek temples,
the Parthenonwas built with columns and beams which left little
interior space.

The Parthenon is the main building on the Acropolis , a high
point in Athens which was thecenter of Athenian life and a fortress
against attack. In Greek, Acropolis means “high” (acro)“city”
(polis). Our words policy, police, politics and metropolis come
from the Greek word polis.

capitalGreek temples, such as the Parthenon, were constructed
with columns which held up heavy

temple roofs. The top portion of a column is called the capital,
and the capital can help to distinguishdifferent styles of
architecture such as the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian orders of
classical Greekarchitecture. Architecture is a term which means the
style and construction methods of a building.
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fine artsFine arts are those arts which are produced more for
beauty or spiritual reasons than for

practical purposes. Painting and sculpture are considered to be
fine arts. The sculpture of theclassical Greek period was much more
realistic than the stiff, formal art of earlier eras such as
theancient Egyptians. Historians take a serious interest in art
because art is a record that reflects theconcerns of the people of
its time, and art often survives better than other objects made by
humans.

Crafts are hand-made items produced more for practical use than
for beauty although manycraft objects can be quite beautiful.
Crafts include items such as baskets, pottery, furniture
andmetalwork. The performing arts include theater, music, and
dance.

The fine arts, performing arts, and crafts were all highly
developed in classical Greece.

humanismThe ancient Greeks considered human beings to be the
center of existence. Unlike earlier

and later periods of history that were primarily concerned with
gods, religion and the afterlife, thephilosophy and arts of
classical Greece were concerned with the value of human beings on
earth.Humanism can be seen in Greek art which portrayed the human
body realistically. For the first time,we see artists signing their
work which shows the importance of the individual in Greek
culture.

The Greeks strived for excellence in the way they conducted
their daily lives. They believedthat reason was the true source of
knowledge and that a wise person was the best person. Thisconcern
with human life, and the effort to improve humanity through reason,
is called humanism.

Greek humanism emphasized order in daily life, nothing in
excess, a balance betweenextremes known as “ The Golden Mean .” In
school, for example, both the body and the mind weretrained. An
athlete, to be considered great, had to excel at music and poetry
in addition to sports.

Olympic GamesThe ancient Greeks dated their years from the first
Olympic Games held in 776 B.C. The

Olympics were held every four years at the city-state of Olympia
to honor Zeus, the king of Greekgods. During the Olympic Games,
city states laid aside their differences as athletes traveled from
allparts of Hellas to compete in the athletic events. The ancient
Greek Olympics marked the beginningof large-scale organized sports
competition.

Later, when the Roman Empire ruled Greece, the Olympic Games
deteriorated and wereended in the 300s A.D. The Olympic Games were
revived centuries later in the late 1800s with thegoals of
international cooperation and friendship. The modern Olympics
include many athleticevents of the ancient Greek games including
foot races, the shot put, javelin throw and discus.

SpartaThe city-state of Sparta was a powerful rival of Athens.
Sparta had a militaristic society in

which children were taken from their families at a young age to
be trained as strong soldiers, healthymothers and dedicated
citizens. The term “Spartan” has come to mean conditions which are
shorton luxury and meant to create discipline. Sparta needed a
strong military because Spartan citizenswere outnumbered by their
slaves twenty to one.

When Sparta defeated Athens in the Peloponnesian War, Sparta
became the strongest of theGreek city-states. The war was named
after the southern region of Greece, the Peloponnesepeninsula,
where Sparta is located. The Peloponnese is nearly an island except
for an isthmus ( anarrow neck of land) that connects it to the
Greek mainland.

SocratesSocrates was a Greek philosopher famed for saying “the
unexamined life is not worth

living.” A philosopher is a person who examines life seeking
wisdom or enlightenment; in ancienttimes philosophers were
teachers. Socrates promoted the Socratic method of teaching which
usesquestions and answers as opposed to lecture. Socrates said he
was the wisest of all people because he

knew how little he knew.Socrates did not leave behind written
works; his philosophy was carried forward by hisstudent, Plato ,
who is often considered the most important figure in Western
philosophy. Plato’sreasoning led him to believe in a “prime mover,”
a single God rather than the large collection ofGreek gods on Mount
Olympus. Plato established a school called The Academy, which
became thefirst real university. Plato’s most famous student was
Aristotle who developed the idea of the GoldenMean. Observing that
humans often act in stupid and evil ways, these Greek philosophers
shared thehumanistic view that reason, not emotion, should rule our
lives.

As an old man Socrates was condemned to death by the citizens of
Athens for neglecting thegods and corrupting the morals of the
young. Many historians agree that Socrates actually was madea
scapegoat for the decline of Athens after it was defeated by Sparta
in the Peloponnesian War.
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Alexander the GreatAlthough the Golden Age of classical Greece
was over, Greece would once again take the

center stage of history with the conquests of Alexander the
Great, a young man from themountainous northern region of Greece
called Macedonia. When Alexander was a boy, his tutor wasthe
philosopher Aristotle. His father was the successful general,
Philip of Macedon, who succeeded inconquering all of Greece in 322
B.C., bringing an end to the independence of the Greek
city-states.When his father died, Alexander took control of Greece
at the age of twenty, but he wanted more. Bycombining the effective
Greek infantry (foot soldiers) with cavalry (mounted soldiers),
Alexandersucceeded in conquering much of the ancient world
extending his empire all the way to India. In theprocess, he
defeated Greece’s old enemy, the Persian Empire, which had
repeatedly tried and failed toconquer Greece during the Persian
Wars.

In just eleven years Alexander had conquered the known world and
had never lost a battle,but he became sick with a fever (possibly
malaria) and died at the age of thirty-two. His empire fellapart
after his death and was divided among his top generals. Alexander’s
great achievement was theblending of cultures from Greece and Asia
which led to Hellenistic civilization.

Hellenistic civilizationAfter Alexander the Great spread Greek
civilization to the east, a gradual blending of Eastern

and Western cultures occurred. Alexander encouraged this
blending by marrying an Asian wife andencouraging his soldiers to
do the same. After his death, a new culture emerged known as
theHellenistic world, a blend of Greek, Persian, Egyptian and
Indian influences which would flourish forcenturies and strongly
influence the later Roman Empire, a major example of cultural
diffusion. Artof the Hellenistic age became more elaborate and
emotional than the pure and balanced art of theClassical Greek
period. Hellenistic science made great advances; one scholar even
accuratelycalculated the circumference of the Earth.

Alexandria, Egypt was one of many cities founded by, and named
after, Alexander theGreat. A port city located where the Nile River
delta empties into the Mediterranean Sea, Alexandriabecame the
center of learning of the Hellenistic world. It was the site of one
the Seven Wonders ofthe Ancient World, the Lighthouse of
Alexandria, and it was the location of the great Library
ofAlexandria which contained the accumulated knowledge of the
ancient world in an estimated onemillion papyrus scrolls.
Unfortunately, this vast store of knowledge was later destroyed by
invaders,perhaps by the Roman ruler Julius Caesar or possibly by
Muslims.

PtolemyPtolemy was an ancient Greek astronomer living in
Alexandria, Egypt who, like many people

of his time, believed that Earth was the center of the universe.
He became famous for developing anelaborate mathematical system
which calculated how each planet traveled in its own sphere around
theEarth. It was brilliant mathematics but faulty astronomy.
Nonetheless, the system of Ptolemy wasaccepted by astronomers for
nearly 1500 years, and it was adopted as law by the Roman
CatholicChurch.

Ptolemy was also a geographer who mapped the known world using a
grid system forlocating places on the earth which became the system
of latitude and longitude that we use today.

the classical worldThe age of ancient history dominated by the
cultures of Greece and Rome has been so

important to the development of Western Civilization that this
period has been given several names.Stretching from about 500 B.C.
to about 500 A.D., the classical world is sometimes called
classicalantiquity or the classical period , or the Greco-Roman
World.

empire-buildingEmpire-building is the tendency of rulers to try
to increase their power and possessions. The

modern German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche (Nee’-chuh) said
everyone has such a desire, andhe called it “ the will to power. ”
Empire-building has been a source of much death and
destructionthroughout human history, but it has also been one of
the main engines of historical change as boththe conquered and the
conqueror are changed forever by the meeting of different cultures.
Like allnatural systems, such as plants or human life, empires
follow a pattern of growth, flowering, anddecline. (Is the United
States an empire? Is it growing, flowering, or declining?)

The term empire-building is used today to describe people who
try to increase their powerand prestige by expanding business or
government organizations. Bill Gates of MicrosoftCorporation is a
modern day empire-builder in the field of computer technology.
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Unit 5 - Ancient China and Asia; the source of Eastern
Civilization(with additional history and geography concepts)

MAP IDENTIFICATION: The Tropics, Arctic and Antarctic regions,
Asia, Ural Mountains,Japan, Far East, Southeast Asia, India

primary sources and secondary sourcesWe learn about past
civilizations from historians. But, where do historians get
their

information? Usually, they study primary sources which are
sources created at about the same time

as the event being studied, often by people involved in the
event. Examples of primary sourcesinclude government records,
diaries, letters, speeches and, more recently, newspaper articles
andtelevision reports.

Secondary sources, on the other hand, are sources which are
created after the event by peoplenot involved in the event.
Examples of secondary sources include encyclopedias, textbooks and
theStudent’s Friend .

As historians try to understand past civilizations, they often
look for elements of continuityand change ; what is new in the
culture, and what has stayed the same? For example, when
theMacedonians conquered Greece, the Greek city-states lost their
independence, but much of Greekculture remained unchanged. Although
government changed, architecture and the Olympicscontinued on. When
we look at a civilization at a particular time in history, we
usually find manyelements that stay the same while others are
changing.

The Tropics

Located near the equator , the tropics are the warmest areas of
the earth. The Tropic ofCancer is an imaginary line that circles
Earth at 23-1/2 degrees north latitude which is thenorthernmost
point reached by the sun during our summer; the sun is directly
above the Tropic ofCancer on that day, the summer solstice, the day
with the most daylight during our year.

The Tropic of Capricorn is an imaginary line that circles Earth
at 23-1/2 degrees southlatitude, which is the farthest point south
reached by the sun during our winter; the sun is directlyabove the
Tropic of Capricorn on that day, the winter solstice, the shortest
day of our year.

Arctic and Antarctic regionsLocated near Earth’s poles, these
are the coldest areas of the earth. The Arctic Circle is an

imaginary line that circles Earth at 66 1/2 degrees north
latitude. North of this line is the “Land ofthe Midnight Sun,”
where the sun never sets on the summer solstice. At the very top of
the earth isthe North Pole where Santa Claus lives.

The Antarctic Circle is an imaginary line that circles Earth at
66 1/2 degrees south latitude.

Its best-known inhabitants are penguins.Those areas of the earth
which are not included in the Tropics or the Arctic or
Antarcticregions are called the temperate zones , meaning areas
where temperatures and climate are moremoderate. The U.S. and most
of Europe and Asia are located in the northern temperate zone.

hemisphereA hemisphere is any half of Earth’s surface; the term
comes from the Greek word for half a

sphere. The equator (zero degrees latitude) divides Earth into
the Northern Hemisphere and theSouthern Hemisphere. The dividing
line between the Eastern and Western hemispheres is not so
well-defined, but it is often placed at the Prime Meridian (zero
degrees longitude) or at 20 degrees westlongitude.

North and South America and surrounding waters are generally
considered to be in theWestern Hemisphere, or the “New World.” The
continents of Europe, Africa, Australia, and Asia areconsidered to
be in the Eastern hemisphere. The “Old World” usually refers to
Europe.

AsiaAsia is the world’s largest continent, sharing a land mass
with Europe which lies to the west.

The Ural Mountains of Russia are considered to be the dividing
line between Asia and Europe.Together, Asia and Europe form the
land mass of Eurasia.

Asia was the site of two of the worlds earliest civilizations in
China and India. Today Asia hasthree-fifths of the world’s
population and the two most populous countries in the world, again
Chinaand India. Asia is often referred to as the Orient , meaning
the East.

Because Asia is so huge, it has been subdivided into several
regions. On the western side ofAsia are the Middle East (or Near
East), Asia Minor (present day Turkey), and central Russia.
TheIndian subcontinent is on the south. On the eastern side of Asia
are the Far East and Southeast Asia.
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JapanJapan is an island nation in the North Pacific Ocean off
the eastern coast of Asia. The

Japanese islands were formed by volcanic action at the edge of
tectonic plates. Japan lies on the so-called “ring of fire,” a belt
of volcanoes and earthquakes that nearly encircle the Pacific
plate.

Because the rising sun strikes Japan before the Asian mainland,
Japan is known as the “landof the rising sun.” The modern Japanese
flag features a large red circle symbolizing the sun.

Japan’s geographic features include four main islands and
thousands of smaller islands thatenclose the Sea of Japan. Mount
Fuji, a picturesque inactive volcano and Japan’s highest
mountain,is located about 60 miles from Tokyo , Japan’s crowded and
busy capital city.

Japan’s early culture was strongly influenced by that of China,
500 miles to the west. Themodern day population density of Japan is
very high. Although lacking in natural resources, Japan isa major
world economic power ranked second only to the United States in
total economic output.

East AsiaEast Asia is a term applied to the region on the
eastern edge of Asia, south of Russia and near

the Pacific Ocean. This region includes the countries of Japan,
China, Mongolia and Korea. EastAsia is also called the Far
East.

Southeast AsiaThis is another geographical subdivision of Asia
which identifies a region lying generally to

the south of the Far Eastern countries. Southeast Asia includes
the countries of Vietnam, Thailand,Indonesia, and the
Philippines.

IndiaMuch of India is a triangular-shaped peninsula that juts
into the Indian Ocean. It is bordered

on the northeast by the Himalaya mountains and on the northwest
by the nation of Pakistan . TodayIndia is the second most populous
country in the world after China. The capital of India is NewDelhi.
India is the world’s largest democracy.

Being a large and varied country, India has many ethnic groups
and languages. After manyyears as a British colony, India has
adopted English as one of its official languages.

India was the home of one of the world’s earliest civilizations
which developed along theIndus River Valley in western India.
Dating from 2500 B.C., the Indus Valley civilization lasted formore
than 1,000 years. It was a Bronze Age culture existing at the same
time as the ancientcivilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt.

India had a big impact on the world as the birthplace of two
major world religions, Hinduismand Buddhism. India and nearby
countries form a region known as the Indian subcontinent or
theAsian subcontinent or Southern Asia . Economically, this is one
of the poorer regions of the world.

HinduismHinduism is the major religion of India. The word Hindu
comes from the Indian word for

river, referring to the Indus River. Hindus seek a state of
spiritual perfection in which materialpossessions are
unimportant.

Hindus worship a God called Brahman which can take many forms.
People worship the formof Brahman which pleases them most, such as
the goddess Kali which represents the life cycle of birthand
destruction, or the elephant-headed god Ganesh. Hindus believe in
reincarnation, meaning thesoul never dies and may be reborn again
in a different body, a process which can continue forthousands of
years. Hindus believe that karma - all of the actions of a person’s
life - will affect the

person’s fate in the next life. Because Hindus believe cows are
sacred, they do not eat beef.Hinduism has traditionally been
associated with the caste system in India. Under the castesystem,
people are born into permanent social classes for life. There are
four main castes withcomplicated rules of behavior. A fifth group,
the Untouchables, is considered outside the castesystem; they
perform the least desirable jobs such as cleaning toilets. Some
upper caste people feelthey will be polluted by the mere touch of
an Untouchable. Although discrimination againstUntouchables is now
prohibited by the Indian constitution, discrimination continues,
especially inrural areas. (Discrimination means treating a group of
people unfairly.)

Hinduism strongly influenced the religion of Buddhism which
developed later in India andHinduism was, in turn, changed by
Buddhism.
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Map Identification: Himalayas, China

BuddhismBuddhism is a major world religion that began in India
and spread to much of Asia. By

following a path of spiritual and physical discipline, Buddhists
hope to eliminate their attachment toworldly things and achieve a
state of complete peace called Nirvana.

Buddhism was founded by the Buddha , originally a prince named
Gautama who lived inIndia several hundred years before Christ. He
was troubled by the question, “Why is there so muchsuffering in the
world?” At the age of 29, he left his wife and infant son to become
a wonderingmonk seeking answers to his question. After six years of
solitary searching, he believed he found away to end suffering and
he began to teach. His followers called him “the enlightened
one.”

Although Buddhism began in India, it spread to the east and
declined in India. Buddhists arenow found in the greatest numbers
in East and Southeast Asia. Many statues of the Buddha, largeand
small, can be found throughout Asia. Buddhist monks with their
shaven heads and colorfulrobes are a common sight in many Asian
countries. Himalayas

The Himalayas are a mountain range of Asia that extends through
India, China, Tibet andNepal; they contain the world’s highest
mountains including Mount Everest . The Himalayas werelong a
barrier separating India from China. The Himalayas were formed by
the collision of theIndian plate and the Asian plate. Because the
two plates are still pushing together, Mount Everest isgrowing a
centimeter taller every year. While the Himalayas lie to the
northeast of the Indiansubcontinent, the Hindu Kush mountains lie
to the northwest.

ChinaWith nearly one-fourth of the world’s population, China is
today the most populous country

in the world. It is third largest in land size after Russia and
Canada. Like ancient Mesopotamia,Egypt, and India, China’s first
civilization developed along a river valley, the Yellow River which
theChinese call the Huang Ho . The world’s second oldest known
agriculture developed in China.Chinese civilization grew in
relative isolation due to physical barriers and long distances
thatseparated it from India, the Middle East and the Mediterranean.
The Chinese had the greatest empireon earth between the time of
Alexander the Great and the height of the Roman Empire although
fewin the Western world were even aware it existed.

The Chinese have long believed in a philosophy that views life
as being composed of twoopposite but complimentary principles
called yin and yang which combine to form completeness ora whole.
Yin includes the principals of earth, moon, cold, wet and female
while yang includes sky,sun, warm, dry and male. This is the symbol
of yin and yang:

Confucianism

Not a religion, Confucianism is system of ethics or a philosophy
founded on the teachings ofthe Chinese philosopher Confucius who
lived during a time of constant warfare among feudal lordsin China.
He tried to return harmony to China with a code of conduct based on
high moral ideals.Rulers should lead by good example, he said, not
through power and harsh laws. As with Socrates inGreece, Confucius
did not write down his teachings; they were recorded by his
followers.

Confucianism has strongly influenced the culture of China; it
places a high value on learningand tradition, and it stresses
family relationships including honoring ancestors.
Confucianismdeveloped during the fifth century B.C., a notable
century which also saw the development ofBuddhism in India and
Classical Greek culture in Europe.

The First EmperorChina became a country with the reign of the
First Emperor. His power came from a large

irrigation system established in his kingdom, the Qin
(pronounced CHIN) region of western China.(Qin is sometimes spelled
Ch’in.) With this agricultural wealth he raised a strong army and
spenttwenty years ruthlessly conquering China’s many warring states
and uniting China, proclaiminghimself First Emperor in 221 B.C.
Thus, it was The First Emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi, who createdChina,
the world’s oldest country, now over two thousand years old. After
unifying China, the FirstEmperor standardized the Chinese language,
money, and road system. He built the Great Wall ofChina and the
terra cotta army, but he also burned books and brutally eliminated
all those whodisagreed with him.

Although the Qin Dynasty lasted for only fifteen years before
the First Emperor killedhimself by accidental poisoning, the Qin
Dynasty transformed a collection of independent states intoa
country and gave the country its name.
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terra-cotta armyTerra-cotta is the brownish-orange pottery used
today to make flower pots. As part of his

tomb, the First Emperor of China buried a terra-cotta army of
6,000 life-size soldiers to protect himfor eternity. The largest of
the pits contained sculptures of the infantry and a second pit held
thecavalry complete with life-size horses, all arranged in battle
formation. Each of the terra-cottasoldiers was modeled after an
actual soldier of the emperor’s army, and the sculptures were
painted toresemble the real person.

One of the great archeological finds of the twentieth century,
the terra cotta army wasuncovered accidentally in 1974 by a farmer
digging a well. It provided a wealth of new informationabout
ancient Chinese culture including military tactics, weapons,
clothing, technology, and thevarious ethnic groups included in the
Qin Empire.

Great Wall of ChinaRanging from 20 to 50 feet tall with a wide
brick road on the top, the Great Wall extends for

1,500 miles across northern China. The First Emperor ordered
that a number of individual walls be joined together to form one
great stone wall to defend the Chinese border against attack from
thenorth. Hundreds of thousands of laborers worked for years on the
wall; many workers died underthe harsh conditions, and their bodies
were used as fill inside the wall.

Gates in the wall became centers of trade with the northern
nomadic peoples who livedoutside the wall. The Great Wall has been
repaired and rebuilt a number of times over the centuries.It is
said to be the only man-made object visible from outer space, and
today the Great Wall is afavorite destination for visitors to The
People’s Republic of China.

Mandate from HeavenChinese emperors claimed to rule with the
approval of God, a Mandate from Heaven. If

trouble developed in the empire - droughts or military defeats,
for example - people might say thatthe emperor had lost his Mandate
from Heaven and the emperor could be overthrown.

Han DynastyThe Qin Dynasty was followed by the Han Dynasty which
lasted from about 200 B.C. to 200

A.D. At the same time the Roman Empire was reaching the height
of its power in Europe, the HanDynasty reached its peak in China.
The 400-year reign of the Han Dynasty was so successful that
theChinese still call themselves “the Han people.”

The Han rulers increased China’s size and power and set up a
civil service system with well-educated officials to run the large
Chinese empire. Accomplishments of the Han Dynasty includedtrade
with the west over “the Silk Road,” an accurate yearly calendar,
water clocks, the magneticcompass, and the invention of paper. When
the Han empire disintegrated, China was thrown intodisorder for
nearly four centuries.

The Silk RoadIn ancient times the Chinese were the only people
who knew how to raise silkworms and

weave silk. Chinese silk was a valuable trade item worth its
weight in gold in Rome. With silk heapedhigh on their camels,
merchants headed west through China on what became known as the
Silk Road,traveling to India, Persia, and as far as the Roman
provinces along the Mediterranean, a torturous

journey of some 4,000 miles. In addition to an appetite for
silk, Romans acquired a taste for spicesfrom Asia, a taste that
would later send Christopher Columbus on his voyages of discovery.
The Silk Road was a two-way street. Silk, spices and other Asian
goods such as jade andbronze were traded for Western goods which
flowed back along the Silk Road to China. Importsfrom the west to
China included gold, silver, glass, powerful horses, new foods, and
the religion ofBuddhism. The Silk Road was a great channel of
cultural diffusion between the two sides of theimmense land mass of
Eurasia.

When the Chinese encountered Roman culture, they had their first
contact with a civilizationthey considered as rich as their own.
This was also the civilization that eventually would end theChinese
monopoly on silk. In the 500s A.D., an eastern Roman emperor sent
two monks to Chinawho smuggled silkworm eggs out of China in their
walking sticks.
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Unit 6 - Ancient Rome; organization and disintegration

MAP IDENTIFICATION: Europe, Italy, Rome, Roman Empire, Carthage,
Alps, Constantinople(Istanbul)

EuropeThe continent of Europe is a large peninsula of Eurasia.
Europe is sometimes called a

“peninsula of peninsulas.” The Ural Mountains of Russia are
considered to be the dividing linebetween Europe and Asia. Western
civilization originated in southern Europe - in ancient Greece
andRome - and our culture in the United States is based largely on
European culture.

RomeRome is the present day capital of Italy , seat of the Roman
Catholic Church and one of the

world’s great centers of art, history and religion. According to
legend, Rome was founded in 753B.C. by two orphan brothers, Romulus
and Remus, who were raised by a she wolf. Rome was only asmall town
when Athens was at the height of its glory, but Rome became a
strong city-state at aboutthe time of Alexander the Great. Rome was
the capital of the Roman Republic (4th to 1st centuryB.C.) and the
Roman Empire (1st century B.C. to 5th century A.D.). The empire
completelyencircled the Mediterranean Sea, extending from the
Middle East to the British Isles.

Rome is centrally located in Italy and Italy is centrally
located in the Mediterranean, makingit a good location from which
to build a Mediterranean empire. Due to Rome’s position at the
centerof the empire, it was said, “All roads lead to Rome” Because
of its geography, Rome is referred to as

the “City of Seven Hills.” Its most famous landmark is the
Colosseum. A thousand years after thefall of the Roman Empire, Rome
again became important as a leading center of the Renaissancewhich
helped Rome to earn the title of “The Eternal City.”

Roman EmpireCovering territory of 40 modern countries, the Roman
Empire was the first Western

superpower. It began as a small settlement on the Tiber River,
grew to include the Italian peninsula,then spread to all lands
surrounding the Mediterranean Sea and to much of Europe. At first,
Romewas ruled by kings; then, about 500 B.C., the Roman Republic
was established with a Senate whichevery year chose two of its
members to serve as co-rulers, or consuls. Later, during a time of
turmoilin the republic, Julius Caesar took control of the
government and was proclaimed dictator for life.His successors took
the title of emperor.

Rome grew to its greatest size during the first two centuries of
the empire when Rome wasmostly at peace. Conquered peoples were not
made slaves, but were welcomed as trading partners

and contributing members of the empire. The Roman Empire was
known for its extensiveinternational trade and for its
organizational genius including a well-developed legal system and
astrong central government that produced massive public works such
as roads, government buildingsand aqueducts (water transport
structures). Romans adopted Hellenistic culture; their gods
resembledthose of the Greeks and their artists copied the work of
Greek sculptors. Christianity was born in theRoman Empire,
eventually becoming the official religion.

As the years passed, the Roman Empire weakened, was divided into
two parts, and eventuallyfell to barbarian invaders. Perhaps the
two greatest contributions of the Roman Empire were its legalsystem
and Christianity.

CarthageCarthage was an ancient city in north Africa and a
powerful rival of Rome. From 264-146

B.C., Carthage and the Roman Republic fought three Punic Wars .
Cato, a Roman politician endedall of his speeches in the Senate
with the words, “Carthage must be destroyed.” In the third and
final

Punic War, Roman armies took Cato’s advice and burned Carthage
to the ground, plowed under theremains and salted the furrows so
nothing would grow there again.

HannibalHannibal was a brilliant general from Carthage who
attempted to conquer Rome during the

second Punic War by invading Italy from the north. Hannibal led
an army of 100,000 men,supported by war elephants, from Spain
through the Alps into Italy, a troop movement consideredone of the
greatest in history. Hannibal won several victories and was
threatening Rome when Romanarmies attacked Carthage, forcing
Hannibal to return to protect his homeland. Following a laterdefeat
in a battle at sea, Hannibal poisoned himself rather than become a
prisoner of the Romans.
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Julius CaesarJulius Caesar is one of the best-known historical
figures of all time. He was a successful

general who gained power from military victories that extended
Roman rule over the province ofGaul (present-day France). Fearing
his growing strength, the Senate ordered Caesar to disband hisarmy,
but Caesar refused. Civil war broke out when Caesar boldly crossed
the Rubicon River innorthern Italy with his Roman legion (a large
military unit) and headed toward Rome. Caesar wonthe civil war and
made himself dictator for life in 48 B.C., thus ending the Roman
Republic whichhad lasted for over 400 years. “Crossing the Rubicon”
is now an expression which means taking adangerous and irreversible
step. On a later campaign in Asia, Caesar reported his victory to
theSenate with the few words, “I came, I saw, I conquered.” In
Latin the words are “veni, vidi, vici.”

Caesar was assassinated on the Ides of March (March 15th) in 44
B.C. by his friend Brutus and other senators opposed to Caesar’s
dictatorship. As Brutus stabbed him, Caesar is said to haveuttered
the words, “Et tu Brute?” (“Even you, Brutus?”). This phrase was
later made famous inShakespeare’s play, Julius Caesar. Brutus and
his fellow assassins wanted to end Caesar’sdictatorship so Rome
could return to being a republic. It didn’t. Although Shakespeare
portrayedCaesar as an arrogant tyrant, others give Caesar credit
for trying to restore order at a time whenRome’s republican
government was no longer functioning effectively. Julius Caesar was
responsiblefor adoption of the 12-month calendar we use today, and
the month of July is named after him.

CleopatraCleopatra is famous as the last pharaoh of Egypt and
for her love affairs with two of the most

powerful men of the Roman world. Descended from one of Alexander
the Great’s generals,Cleopatra became queen of Egypt when she was
seventeen years old, sharing power with her youngerbrother. Later,
her brother took control and drove Cleopatra from Egypt. When
Julius Caesar metCleopatra, he fell in love with her and helped her
overthrow her brother to become sole ruler ofEgypt. She went with
Caesar to Rome and became his mistress before returning to
Egypt.

After Caesar was assassinated, and civil war broke out again,
two of Caesar’s supporters tookcontrol of the Roman Empire,
Octavian in the west and Mark Antony in the east. When Antony
metCleopatra, he too fell in love with her and went to live with
her in Egypt. Back in Rome, Octavian (theadopted son of Julius
Caesar) declared war on Antony and Cleopatra, and he eventually
defeated theircombined military forces. Hearing a false report that
Cleopatra had committed suicide, Antonykilled himself. After his
death, Cleopatra killed herself, reportedly by letting an asp - a
poisonoussnake - bite her (although some say she took poison).
After her death, Egypt became a province ofthe Roman Empire, ending
the 3,000 year reign of the pharaohs. Much later, the romance
betweenAntony and Cleopatra became the basis for Shakespeare’s play
Antony and Cleopatra .

Augustus CaesarAfter he defeated the combined armies and navies
of Antony and Cleopatra, Octavian became

sole ruler of Rome. He took the name Augustus, which means
“Exalted One,” and he proclaimedhimself Rome’s first emperor. He
and later emperors viewed themselves as gods and required
theirsubjects to do the same. Augustus quietly stripped the Senate
of much of its power, turning Romeinto an empire disguised as a
republic.

The rule of Augustus ended nearly a century of political unrest
in the Roman world, and theempire enjoyed peace, prosperity and a
golden age of literature. The month of August is namedafter
Augustus, and Jesus was born during his reign.

Pax RomanaPax Romana is Latin for “the Roman Peace,” a period
which began with Augustus and

lasted for 200 years, when Roman rule brought peace, order, and
prosperity to an empire stretchingfrom the Euphrates River in the
east to Britain in the west, an area equal in size to the
continentalUnited States. From one end of the empire to the other,
Romans were protected by a uniform system

of law. Roman judges were required to weigh the evidence fairly,
and accused persons wereconsidered innocent until proven guilty,
principles later adopted by our legal system in the UnitedStates.
Roman law was one of the greatest achievements of the empire.

LatinLatin was the language of ancient Rome which spread
throughout the empire. Later, during

the Middle Ages and Renaissance, Latin was the language of the
Roman Catholic Church and theuniversal language of educated people.
Even in modern English, many scientific and legal terms arederived
from Latin, such as habeas corpus, Homo Sapiens and Tyrannosaurus
Rex. The modernlanguages of Spanish, French, Italian and Portuguese
are called Romance languages because they arederived from the Latin
language of the Roman Empire.
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Phoenician alphabetCarthage in North Africa was one of the
colonies established by brave sea traders from the

ancient country of Phoenicia, located at the eastern end of the
Mediterranean Sea. From their travels,the Phoenicians learned about
Sumerian cuneiform and Egyptian hieroglyphics. The
Phoeniciansdeveloped an alphabet of 22 letters, with no vowels,
which they used to record their businesstransactions. The alphabet
differed from all other known writing systems in that the letters
stood forindividual sounds, not for whole words or syllables like
cuneiform or hieroglyphics. Because thealphabet was simpler and
more precise than picture writing, it spread to many cultures.
ThePhoenician alphabet was adopted by the Greeks who added vowels,
and then by the Romans whomodified the letters to become the
alphabet we use today.

archAn arch is a curved opening that spans a doorway, window or
other space. The arch was a

great architectural achievement which made it possible to span
much greater distances than thecolumn-and-beam architecture of the
Egyptians and Greeks. The arch was adopted on a large scaleby the
Romans who used it to build impressive structures such as palaces,
arenas and baths. Archesbuilt side-by-side could create aqueducts;
arches placed in front of one another could form large“vaulted”
ceilings, and arches arranged in a circular pattern created
domes.

The Romans also developed the use of concrete as a construction
material. With large interiorspaces made possible by the arch and
concrete, public buildings could now be used for practicalpurposes,
not just as shrines and temples. The type of arch is sometimes used
to distinguish one styleof architecture from another. For example,
Romanesque buildings usually have round arches whilethe Gothic
architecture of the Middle Ages used pointed arches.

ChristianityChristianity is a major world religion based on the
teachings of Judaism from the Old

Testament of the Bible and on the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ who was a Jewish holy man bornin the Middle East during the
reign of Augustus Caesar. Jesus encouraged his followers to be kind
toothers and to prepare for a day of judgment by giving up sin.
Christians believe that all those whoaccept Jesus may attain
everlasting life in God’s kingdom in heaven.

Jesus’s followers believed he was the Messiah (leader and
savior) sent by God. Jewish leadersdisagreed and placed Jesus on
trial for claiming to be the son of God. Roman officials ordered
Jesusto be executed by nailing his body to a cross.

Jesus had said, “Render unto Caesar the things which are
Caesar’s, and unto God the thingsthat are God’s.” Nonetheless,
Christianity was declared illegal, and Christians were persecuted
in theRoman Empire because they refused to worship the Roman
emperors as gods.

Our calender is based on the birth of Christ; all years before
the Christian era are designatedB.C. (before Christ) and those
after the birth of Christ are designated A.D., an abbreviation for
theLatin term anno Domini which means “in the year of the Lord.”
Some historians now refer to B.C.as B.C.E. (before the common era)
and refer to A.D. as C.E. (common era).

NeroBorn to the family of the Caesars, Nero and Caligula are
considered to be two of Rome’s

“bad emperors.” Cruel and insane, Caligula murdered many of his
relatives, had people torturedand killed while he ate dinner and
appointed his favorite horse to the Roman Senate to humiliate
thesenators. After being assassinated by his own guard, Caligula
was succeeded by Nero, the great greatgrandson of Augustus.

Although historians have their doubts, legend says that Nero
caused a great fire whichdestroyed two-thirds of the city of Rome.
It is said Nero played a stringed instrument while watchingRome
burn. To say that someone is “fiddling while Rome burns” means that
the person isunconcerned in the midst of disaster. Historians
believe it is true that Nero persecuted Christians,

blaming them for the great fire in Rome, that he had his wife
and mother killed, and that he kickedhis pregnant mistress to
death. Nero died by taking his own life. Nero and Caligula
illustrate thekinds of problems which can result when leaders are
chosen based on royal birth.

PompeiiPompeii, on the western coast of Italy, was a resort city
for wealthy citizens of the Roman

Empire until 79 A.D. when it was buried in ash and cinders by
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius , anearby volcano. Although most
inhabitants fled the city before it was buried, the remains of
morethan 2,000 people have been found in the ruins. The city lay
undisturbed for more than 1500 yearsuntil excavations in the
mid-1700s uncovered the public buildings, temples, shops, and
private homesof Pompeii. Pompeii provides an unequaled glimpse into
daily life during the Roman Empire.
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ColosseumThe Colosseum is a great arena of ancient Rome which
seated 50,000 spectators. Bloody

contests were staged in the Colosseum for the entertainment of
Roman citizens. Using a variety ofweapons, gladiators fought wild
beasts and each other to the death. Although the Colosseum is nowin
ruins, it remains impressive. It is the best-known structure of the
Roman Empire and the symbol ofthe present day city of Rome. The
Colosseum also symbolizes the decadence , or moral decay, of
thelater years of the Roman Empire.

“Bread and circuses” is a phrase that describes the policy used
by Roman emperors to keeptheir people happy by providing free food
(bread, wine, bacon, etc.) and entertainment such as
thebloodthirsty spectacles held at the Colosseum. The phrase has
come to mean government policiesthat seek to divert attention from
problems which might cause public unrest.

Constantine the GreatBy the fourth century A.D., the Roman
Empire was in a state of confusion; it was running

short of money and facing increasing pressure from barbarians
pushing in from the borders. In one50-year period, 26 emperors
reigned and only one of them died of natural causes. At about this
timea strong general named Constantine took control of the empire
and tried to stop its deterioration. Heis remembered as Constantine
the Great, one of Rome’s “good emperors.” Although Christianityhad
long been outlawed and Christians persecuted, Constantine legalized
Christianity and made it theofficial religion of the Roman Empire
in place of the pantheon of Roman gods and goddesses. Thus,the
Christian church became the Roman Catholic Church. The Romans
spread Christianitythroughout the empire thereby making
Christianity a central feature of Western civilization.

Constantine also ended the blood sports in the Colosseum, and he
establishedConstantinople as the capital of the stronger eastern
part of the Roman Empire, while Rome remainedcapital of the
weakened western part of the empire. Constantine ruled over both
parts of the empirefrom Constantinople which was strategically
located on the Bosporus , the strait that connects theBlack Sea to
the Mediterranean. Today, Constantinople is called Istanbul ,
Turkey’s largest city.

barbariansDespite the best efforts of Constantine, the Roman
Empire continued to decline after his death

as barbarians made repeated attacks against the empire.
Barbarians were nomadic warrior tribesconsidered by the Romans to
be ignorant and culturally inferior. They included the Huns
whoinvaded Europe from western Asia, pushing other barbarian tribes
ahead of them. Their infamousleader, Atilla the Hun , was called
the “Scourge of God.” The Goths from central Europe sackedRome in
410 A.D. The Vandals from northern Europe plundered Rome in 455;
they were sodestructive that the term vandalism comes from their
name. Near the end, the Roman Empire was inchaos, hiring barbarians
to fight other barbarians.

Fall of RomeThe collapse of the Roman Empire in the fifth
century (400s) is considered to be the end of

ancient times and the beginning of the Middle Ages. With the
fall of Rome, civilization came to anend in Europe for several
centuries.

Although the Roman Empire had been in decline for a very long
time, the year 476 A.D. isusually given as the date for the Fall of
Rome; this is when the last emperor of the western RomanEmpire gave
up power to the barbarians. It should be remembered, however, that
the eastern RomanEmpire - later called the Byzantine Empire - lived
on for another thousand years. Historians havelong debated the
causes of the Fall of Rome. Factors leading to the Fall included
the decline ofagriculture, reliance on mercenary soldiers, heavy
taxes needed to maintain the empire, weak andcorrupt emperors, a
decadent upper class devoted to luxury and greed and probably
boredom.Perhaps the more important question is not why Rome fell,
but why it lasted so long.

the Dialectic in historyGeorg Hegel was a modern German
philosopher of the 1800s who believed that history is

constantly involved in a process of change, and that these
changes gradually move toward greaterfreedom. Hegel said historical
progress is the result of a “dialectic,” or the conflict of
oppositeideas. Examples include freedom versus slavery and
civilization versus barbarism.

Hegel saw a pattern in history which has been described as
thesis, antithesis, and synthesis .According to Hegel, any existing
historical condition, called the thesis, is always imperfect and
givesrise to its opposite idea, the antithesis. As a result of
conflict between the two, a third condition arises,the synthesis,
which combines the most useful parts of the thesis and antithesis.
This synthesisbecomes the new historical condition or thesis, which
will generate a new antithesis, and so on. In thisway, according to
Hegel, history advances over time.
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Unit 7 - The Middle Ages; Europe from chaos to dominance

MAP: Byzantine Empire, Scandinavia, Normandy, France, England,
the Holy Land

Middle AgesThe Fall of Rome marks the end of ancient times and
the beginning of the Middle Ages, a

period of a thousand years between ancient and modern times. The
Middle Ages are also termed theMedieval period. The first few
centuries of the Middle Ages are often called the Dark Ages
becauseEurope was in chaos due to the loss of civilization and
widespread warfare among barbarian tribes.Civilization gradually
returned to Europe during the middle centuries of the Middle Ages.
By theend of the period, around 1500, magnif
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