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Questions
 What’s your favourite graded reader? Why?Which is better, to make a story readable or enjoyable?Should authors stick to the wordlists and grammar syllabus?What factors contribute to making a good graded reader?What kinds of problems do you think face graded reader
 authors?
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What makes a Great Graded Reader?1. A strong Concept
 ‘A guy comes home for his father’s funeral only to hear he was murdered. He has to discover the truth and ensure justice is done.’
 This raises questions and is dramatic. We want to know who the murderer is, what with our hero do about it and how will he get the justice he wants?
 Every story should have some kind of message or meaning to it. There has to be a reason for writing it.
 This question is answered by the end of the novel.
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What makes a Great Graded Reader?2. High Stakes
 A story of a family fleeing from a tyrannical regime has strong dramatic potential because the stakes are high. They are literally life and death.
 A story about a girl who lost her teddy bear isn’t going to hold interest for long.
 High stakes stories help make a reader sympathize with the characters.
 The stakes ought to be of vital importance to the character experiencing it.
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3. Great Characters and Settings
 There should be a good balance between the archetypical character and the ones you create (originality). Characters should be believable, alive and not wooden.
 All characters should be faithful to their characteristics and personality. Do the characters react in the ways you defined them? Are they acting randomly?
 The characters should be interesting and have depth.Characters emerge from their choices, so it’s good to put them
 in situations where they must choose what to do.
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3. Great Characters and Settings 2
 You shouldn’t tell us they are courageous, show us by their actions.
 Characters should grow or ‘learn’ over the course of the story. Don’t just create a character from a certain background to
 create ‘balance’. All characters and objects should have a reason for being there.
 If you introduce a gun on page 2, be sure it goes off by page 4.Keep the plot within the psychological and linguistic reality of
 the readers.Ensure backgrounds are understood. Telling us Joe wears
 birkenstocks and drives an Austin Healey will be lost on 90% of your audience.
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4. Real ConflictThere should be real conflict - stories without conflict become
 boring.Conflicts come from characters not situations and events.The conflict does not have to be physical, it can be mental. It can
 even come from within the character.The conflict should be inescapable. If your character is able to walk
 away from trouble, he or she is likely to do so. It must be progressive. If we witness a character dealing with the
 same thing over and over again, we’re going to lose interest. It is your duty as an author to make your characters suffer and your
 duty to tie up the loose ends to ensure believability and progression.
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5. A Satisfying Believable Payoff
 An inaccessible premise will inevitably fail to satisfy.Every story needs an obligatory scene brings about the climax and
 resolution of a story. Here where we finally understand what the whole thing was about. E.g. Tolstoy says that adultery is unacceptable by throwing Anna Karenina under a train.
 If your hero is out to save the world, we need to know whether he or she actually manages to save it.
 All of your plots need to be resolved in this way. Just because a character is not your main protagonist, it doesn’t mean you don’t have to tie up his or her story. You do.
 Emotional resolution is often more difficult to achieve than plot resolution.
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What Distinguishes Graded Reader Writing?With the words you choose, can you portray a convincing world? Can you capture a character in a few telling details? Can you write dialogue that sounds real?Can you envisage exactly and honestly how your characters
 react in any situation you put them in?A compelling opening: an opening chapter which really gets the
 story going, rather than spends too much time on overelaborate scene-setting. The ‘hook’ is key.
 Avoid throwing too many names or details into the first few paragraphs to get them ‘out of the way’. Bring each character in gently so as not to overload the reader.
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What Distinguishes Graded Reader Writing?
 Keep the story going – Second language readers get bored easily so make sure almost each page has some movement in the story.
 Chapter endings: put simply, a hook at the end of a chapter will help the reader to keep on reading.
 Show, don’t tell: ‘seeing the scene’ will be easier for readers with limited access to the language.
 It’s much more satisfying to discover and experience the story through dialogue and action, rather than to be told about it as in a documentary.
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Dialogue
 Dialogue : ... should be lively - particularly for lower level readers. Processing large pieces of text in a new language is difficult. … breaks up the text and helps the reader to engage effectively with the story and experience it as it happens like a scene in a movie. … should be natural… should move the action along
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What Distinguishes Graded Reader Writing?
 Other things to think about:Title: has to be accessible and excitingChapter headings: have to be intriguing and not give away the plotLinear time frame: a linear time frame, particularly at lower levels, will be easier for the reader to followA sense of place: being specific about time and place really helps the reader to situate the story and makes for a good read
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Things to avoid
 Lots of explanation and little dramaDeux et machina: (acts of God) sudden resolutions to move the plot
 forward.Inconsistency of setting, time, character – children acting as adults, shy
 people acting outgoing, Unclear plot line: Too many flashbacksImplausible events, objects, characters, Unexplained eventsUnpublishable events and objects: sex, gratuitous violence. Anything
 glorifying drugs, alcohol, pre-marital sex, sexual stereotyping,Not ensuring the villain gets his/her comeuppance.Over-expectation of background knowledge
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Recommended reading materials for budding authors
 Aristotle and Martin Heath. Poetics. Penguin Classics.Charles Willeford: Writing and other blood sports. Dennis McMillan Publications.Christopher Booker: The seven basic plots. Why we tell stories. Continuum InternationalDavid Mamet: Three uses of the knife. On the nature and purpose of drama. Vintage.James N Frey: How to write a damn good novel. St. Martin's Press.Lajos Egri. The art of dramatic Writing. Shuster: New York.Patricia Highsmith. Plotting and writing suspense fiction. St. Martin's Griffin.Robert McKee: Story: Substance, Structure, Style and The Principles of Screenwriting. Regan Books.Stephen King: On writing. Mass Market Paperback.
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Do you want to be an author?
 Write a proposal and send it to [email protected]
 Thank you for your time!!!
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