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SOUTHWEST BORDER AREA
 (CHAPTER 14)
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INTRODUCTION• The Southwest is a distinct region, yet
 extremely difficult to define. • No other region shares portions of its
 territory with as many other regions. • Regional Criteria
 – Physical - clear, dry climate and desert-like landscapes
 – Human - unique coexistence of Spanish-American, American Indian, and Northwestern European (Anglo) cultures
 • The region is outlined on the map on page 317.
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ANNUAL AVERAGE PRECIPITATION
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SOUTHWESTERNDESERTS
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GRAND CANYON
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MONUMENT VALLEY
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PETRIFIED FOREST, ARIZONA
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TRICULTURAL REGION• The Southwest is a region of
 tremendous ethnic diversity.• Three separate cultures all make
 distinct contributions to the formation of the cultural landscape.– AMERICAN INDIANS– HISPANIC AMERICANS– ANGLO AMERICANS
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ETHNIC PATTERNS
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AMERICAN INDIANS•“Ironically,” of the country's major
 ethnic groups, the American Indians are possibly the least accepted.
 •Oklahoma houses the country's largest Indian population, with about 200,000.
 •Arizona ranks second, hosting about 150,000, while California ranks third and New Mexico fourth in terms of the number of Indian residents.
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% NATIVE AMERICAN
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AMERICAN INDIANS SETTLEMENT PATTERNS The Long Beach - Los Angeles SMSA has
 more Indian residents than any other urban area in the country.
 The majority of the population is static and resides on reservations.
 Located in the "Four Corners" area, the Navajo reservation is the largest in the region, having a population more than ten times the size of any other reservation.
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HISPANO AMERICANS• ETHNIC IDENTIFIERS/REFERENCES
 – "Hispano" - Traditional, Spanish-surnamed people from the Southwest.
 – "Chicano" is preferred by younger activists.– "Texanos" is occasionally used throughout
 the Texas/Mexican border area.• Spanish settlement in the Southwest predates
 English settlement by more than 200 years. • By 1550, the Spaniards had explored most of
 the region. Santa Fe was founded in 1610, and Taos, Albuquerque, and other "pueblos" followed.
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HISPANO AMERICANS• 1845 - U.S. acquired Texas• 1848 - End of the U.S.-Mexican War- A Mexican
 population of about 82,000 remained in the area.• 1850 - The Mexican population of the state only
 accounted for about 10% of the people overall.– A new frontier open to U.S. settlers.– A region through which Americans passed
 enroute to the California gold fields.• 1900-1990 - 2.9 million legal Mexican
 immigrants arrived in the U.S., most of whom were destined for California, Texas, and Arizona.
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% HISPANIC AMERICAN
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ANGLO AMERICANS•Compared to the Hispanos and
 Indians…– Higher incomes– Better educated– Fewer children– More urbanized
 In terms of the "quality of life indicators mentioned above, " Hispanos rank second and Indians rank third.
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MULTICULTURAL OR PLURAL?
 “Melting Pot”─A region within the U.S. composed of
 numerous diverse people (multiple ethnic groups) who have formed a population now united by common goals and share a common culture.
 “Plural Society” ─A situation in which two or more culture
 groups occupy the same territory but maintain separate cultural identities, e.g. a society composed of multiple social groups.
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POVERTY RATES - 1999
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REGIONAL POPULATION GROWTH
 • During the 1980s, all of the states within the region experienced growth rates above the national average.
 The region's sunny climate, mild winters, and dry environment have attracted thousands of retired Americans, as well as people with respiratory ailments.
 Industries have been attracted >> "pulling" an increased number of migrants to the region. ─ Aircraft industry - benefits from the promise of
 good flying weather, as well as proximity to California’s large aircraft complex.
 ─ Electronics industry - because of its low weight, high value products, can afford to locate in areas which boast good amenities.
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REGIONAL POPULATION GROWTH
 Southern California's urban population Other major metropolitan growth
 ─ El Paso ─ Phoenix ─ Albuquerque─ Tucson
 The tremendous growth of Maquilidoras along the Mexican side of the U.S.-Mexico border has dramatically increased the spatial interaction between the two countries.─ COMPARE COSTS VERSUS BENEFITS
 US MEXICO
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ALONG THEUS-MEXICAN
 BORDER
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