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 LSA
 Objective – To familiarization students with regulation and guidelines in place to prevent
 accident with lifeboats
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 The Chapter includes requirements for life-saving appliances and arrangements, including requirements for life boats, rescue boats and life jackets according to type of ship.The International Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code gives specific technical requirements for LSAs and is mandatory under Regulation 34, which states that all life-saving appliances and arrangements shall comply with the applicable requirements of the LSA Code.
 • A number of serious accidents which occurred during lifeboat maintenance, inspection and drillsled to amendments to IMO instruments (SOLAS, LSA Code, Recommendation on testing of LSA)
 • a number of serious accidents which occurred during lifeboat maintenance, inspection and drills
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 Chapter III• Solas Chapter - Chapter III Life-saving appliances and arrangements cover:• International Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code • Resolution MSC.48(66) and Testing and Evaluation of Life-Saving Appliances
 Resolution MSC.81(70). • Plus Chapter XI -2 Special measures to enhance maritime safety, this covers
 operational inspection.
 Life Saving Appliances that cover :
 a) Assess the condition of the launchin1 The lowering of a lifeboat/rescue boat+ ,
 b) A check of the relevant equipment including the engine ,
 c) A closer examination of the structural condition and of the stowage of the boat arrangements through: .
 -The lowering and the recovery of a survival craft+
 -A check of the side lighting, of the posters/signs for operating the appliances,
 - A check of the embarkation ladders
 -A closer examination of davits, falls, winches and brakes.
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 1. Assess the condition of the life-rafts through: .1 The check of the service intervals, the stowage, the embarkation ladder, the hydrostatic releases.
 2. Assess the condition of the personal lifesaving appliances through: -The check of the number and stowage of;
 -lifejackets,
 - immersion suits,
 -3 thermal protective aids;
 -4 the number, condition and validity of :
 -1 life-buoys,
 -2 rockets,
 -smoke signals and
 - radar transponders.
 Testing: 1 The emergency means of communication between control stations, muster and embarkation stations , 2 The alarm system , .3 The overall performance of the crew in case of abandon ship can be tested with a specific drill.
 •  
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 • the introduction of quick release technology for lifeboats is beneficial to mariner in improving the response times for the launch of safety and survival equipment and reducing the exposure of mariners to mechanisms which often presented great risks in their operation in adverse conditions; 
 • however, growing body of evidence that such quick release systems present a substantial hazard to mariners in the event of accidental release during routine operations where launching is not intended
 • cases
 For this it has become necessary for all concerned to :
 • contribute their expertise in order to minimize the likelihood of occurrence of this type of accidents.
 • presenting their views on the current practices for in-service survey of lifeboats, the hazards posed by certain of these practices, and suggesting means of reducing these hazards.
 •  reporting on specific accidents with lifeboats having occurred on ships
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 Issues• cases
 • During a drill, the quick release mechanism was activated with the boat swung out to deck level for boarding and the lifeboat fell to the water causing spinal injuries to several of the crew; 
 • a free-fall lifeboat was accidentally launched during an inspection and engine test, the crew member inside as unrestrained and suffered severe internal and spinal injuries; 
 • as a result of control failure a lifeboat which was being recovered, was pulled up hard into the davit stops and the force of the impact caused the wire falls to part and the boat to fall to the water, the eight crew in the boat at the time were all hospitalized;  
 • a number of incidents involving free-fall lifeboats which have been accidentally released at sea, usually in bad weather;
 • apart from the human costs of such preventable accidents, substantial capital cost in repairs, replacements and delays, as well as hazards to shipping caused by the released boat. concerned that number of these accidents appears to be growing.
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 IssuesSerious and frequent accidents with lifeboats during drills lead to a significant number
 of casualties and serious injuries, necessitated further investigation and high priority
 and major conclusion draw to this important matter:
 •  1 the majority of accidents was related to failure or mal-operation of on-load release equipment;
 •  2 many accidents were caused by poor maintenance or mal-adjustment of equipment which did not appear to comply with the existing provisions of SOLAS regulation III/20, while some followed failures of communication and/or procedures;
 •  3 in view of the severity and increasing frequency of these accidents, the causes of such accidents needed to be established and addressed as a matter of urgency mitigation measure to tackle this dire situation
 MAIN CAUSES focus on : 
 1 hardware issues;
 2 maintenance, including ISM Code aspects;
 3 training and procedures; and
 4 immediate action to draw attention to the problem by means of an MSC circular.
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 Taking up the challenges• This necessitate amendments to MSC/Circ.614 on Guidelines on inspection and
 maintenance of lifeboat on-load release gear and the Guidelines on implementation of the ISM Code to address inadequate implementation of SOLAS regulation III/20 (Operational readiness, maintenance and inspections).  
 • Consequently, MSC 74 included in the DE Sub-Committee’s work programme a high priority item on “Measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats”, invitation of the attention of Member Governments to the problem and the need for taking appropriate action pending the development of appropriate IMO guidance.
 •  MSC 74 also noted information provided by SIGTTO, OCIMF and INTERTANKO (MSC 74/INF.23) on the results of an investigation into lifeboat safety, placing emphasis on determining the causes of lifeboat incidents that resulted in injury to personnel and/or damage to property.
 • The main findings of that report pointed towards an urgent need for a review of the standards for the design, manufacture and maintenance of lifeboats and their auxiliary equipment.

Page 9
                        

DIGITAL /May 2007ELECTRONICS 4 9 9
 To Be A World Class Maritime Academy
 To Be A World Class Maritime Academy
 List of annexes• Annex 1 - MSC/Circ.1049 on Accidents with lifeboats
 • Annex 2 - Work plan for measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats agreed at DE 45
 • Annex 3 - Amendments to SOLAS chapter III regulations 19 and 20 adopted at MSC 78
 • Annex 4 - MSC/Circ.1093 on Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gear
 • Annex 5 - MSC/Circ.1115 on Prevention of accidents in high free-fall launching of lifeboats
 • Annex 6 - MSC/Circ.1136 on Guidance on safety during abandon ship drills using lifeboats
 • Annex 7 - MSC/Circ.1137 on Guidelines for simulated launching of free-fall lifeboats
 • Annex 8 - MSC.1/Circ.1205 on Guidelines for developing operation and maintenance manuals for lifeboat systems
 • Annex 9 - MSC.1/Circ.1206 on Measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats
 • Annex 10 - Amendments to SOLAS regulation III/19
 • Annex 11 - MSC.1/Circ.1207 on Early implementation of draft SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3.4
 •  
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 To its volume, the text of the circular has not been included here. It can be obtained from IMO on request.
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  1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-fifth session (15 to 24 May 2002), considered the issue of the unacceptably high number of accidents with lifeboats that have been occurring over recent years and in which crew were being injured, sometimes fatally, while participating in lifeboat drills and/or inspections.
  2 The Committee noted that most accidents fell under the following categories:
 1.  failure of on-load release mechanism;
 2.  inadvertent operation of on-load release mechanism;
 3.  inadequate maintenance of lifeboats, davits and launching equipment;
 4.  communication failures;
 5.  lack of familiarity with lifeboats, davits, equipment and associated controls;
 6.  unsafe practices during lifeboat drills and inspections; and
 7.  design faults other than on-load release mechanisms.
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 3. Pending further consideration of the problem, the Committee draw the attention of manufacturers, shipowners, crews and classification societies to the personal injury and loss of life that may follow inadequate attention to the design, construction, maintenance and operation of lifeboats, davits and associated equipment.
 Member Governments are invited to:
 .1 bring this circular to the attention of their maritime Administrations, relevant industry organizations, manufacturers, shipowners, crews and classification societies;
 .2 take the necessary action to prevent further accidents with lifeboats pending the development of appropriate IMO guidance;
  .3 ensure that:
 3.1 on-load release equipment used on ships flying their flag is in full compliance with the requirements of paragraph 4.4.7.6.2.2 of the LSA Code;
 3.2 all appropriate documentation for the maintenance and adjustment of lifeboats, launching appliances and associated equipment is available on board;
 3.3 personnel undertaking inspections, maintenance and adjustment of lifeboats, launching appliances and associated equipment are fully trained and familiar with these duties;
 3.4 maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and associated equipment is carried out in accordance with approved established procedures;
 3.5 lifeboat drills are conducted in accordance with SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3 for the purpose of ensuring that ship’s personnel will be able to safely embark and launch the lifeboats in an emergency;
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 3.6the principles of safety and health at work apply to drills as well;
 3.7personnel undertaking maintenance and repair activities are appropriately qualified;
 3.8hanging-off pennants should only be used for maintenance purposes and not during training exercises;
 3.9all tests required for the design and approval of life-saving appliances are conducted rigorously, according to the guidelines developed by the Organization, in order to identify and rectify any design faults at an early stage;
 3.10 the equipment is easily accessible for inspections and maintenance and is proven durable in harsh operational conditions, in addition to withstanding prototype tests; and  
 3.11 the approving authorities or bodies pay close attention to proper workmanship and state-of-the-art possibilities when assessing equipment for approval; and
 • 4 encourage shipowners, when undertaking maintenance and repair activities, to employ qualified personnel, preferably certified by the manufacturer.
 •  5 Member Governments are further invited, while enforcing the provisions of SOLAS regulation IX/4.3, to ensure that the above issues are addressed through the Safety Management System of the company, as appropriate.
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 WORKPLAN FOR MEASURES TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS WITH LIFEBOATS AGREED AT DE 45  
 • Short Term (DE 46 - 2003)
 •  prepare amendments to the Guidelines on implementation and maintenance of lifeboat on-load release gear (MSC/Circ.614) to reflect the sensitivity of this equipment to the recommended servicing and accuracy of re-setting the device and ensure that the appropriate training and skills are applied to this task;
 •  develop possible measures for enhancing the implementation of SOLAS regulation III/20, noting that lifeboats and their launching arrangements are generally subject to sudden operational failure which may result in hazardous situations;
 •  prepare an MSC circular encouraging Administrations, while carrying out surveys, verifications and inspections, to require thorough examination of lifeboats, davits and associated equipment, together with an examination of the relevant maintenance records and demonstration of drills;
 •  carry out investigation studies for the effectiveness of on-load release devices and remote control winches;
 1.  consider the suitability of current gripping systems, particularly some automatic systems that do not fall clear of the boat or davit. Also consider whether manual release and clearance may be the preferred system; consider the benefits of designing hull fittings and fixtures that are recessed where possible. If not possible, designs should minimise the likelihood of entrapment of fall wires or other items;
 2.  prepare a critical analysis of the use of lifeboats as rescue boats; and
 3. identify possible changes to guidelines on training and exercising of personnel for referral to the Sub-
 Committee. 
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 Medium Term (DE 47 - 2004)
 •  preparation of a comparison study of alternative technologies, lifeboats and inflatable liferafts/MES/rescue boats;
 •  examine the feasibility of alternative types of survival craft, including "safe haven" refuges comprising parts of the ship that may float-free in the event of a casualty; 
 • assess free-fall lifeboats and review the requirements for launching;
 •  development of repair and maintenance requirements;
 -consider the possibility that lifeboat servicing and maintenance is carried out by manufacturers and/or authorized agents/service stations on a periodical basis (as with liferafts); and
 -prepare guidelines on design and quality of lifeboats.
 Long Term
 • develop alternative types of survival craft where found to be feasible. Any alternative system developed should be routinely exercised by the crew.
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  AMENDMENTS TO SOLAS CHAPTER III REGULATIONS 19 AND 20 ADOPTED AT MSC 78
  Regulation 19 – Emergency training and drills
 1 The existing text of paragraph 3.3.3 is replaced by the following:
 3.3.3 Except as provided in paragraphs 3.3.4 and 3.3.5, each lifeboat shall be launched, and manoeuvred in the water by its assigned operating crew, at least once every three months during an abandon ship drill.”
 Regulation 20 – Operational readiness, maintenance and inspections
 2 In paragraph 1, in the second sentence, the words “paragraphs 3 and 6.2” are replaced by the words “paragraphs 3.2, 3.3 and 6.2”.
  3 The existing text of paragraph 3 is replaced by the following:
 “3 Maintenance
 3.1 Maintenance, testing and inspections of life–saving appliances shall be carried out based on the guidelines developed by the Organization* and in a manner having due regard to ensuring reliability of such appliances.
 3.2 Instructions for on-board maintenance of life-saving appliances complying with regulation 36 shall be provided and maintenance shall be carried out accordingly.
 3.3 The Administration may accept, in compliance with the requirements of paragraph 3.2, a shipboard planned maintenance programme, which includes the requirements of regulation 36.”
 4 The existing text of paragraph 6 is replaced by the following:*Refer to the Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on‑load
 release gear (MSC/Circ.1093).
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 • “6 Weekly inspection
 •  The following tests and inspections shall be carried out weekly and a report of the inspection shall be entered in the log-book:
 1 all survival craft, rescue boats and launching appliances shall be visually inspected to ensure that they are ready for use. The inspection shall include, but is not limited to, the condition of hooks, their attachment to the lifeboat and the on‑load release gear being properly and completely reset;
 2 all engines in lifeboats and rescue boats shall be run for a total period of not less than 3 min, provided the ambient temperature is above the minimum temperature required for starting and running the engine. During this period of time, it should be demonstrated that the gear box and gear box train are engaging satisfactorily. If the special characteristics of an outboard motor fitted to a rescue boat would not allow it to be run other than with its propeller submerged for a period of 3 min, it should be run for such a period as prescribed in the manufacturer’s handbook. In special cases, the Administration may waive this requirement for ships constructed before 1 July 1986; 
 3 lifeboats, except free-fall lifeboats, on cargo ships shall be moved from their stowed position, without any persons on board, to the extent necessary to demonstrate satisfactory operation of launching appliances, if weather and sea conditions so allow; and 
 4 the general emergency alarm shall be tested.”
 5 In paragraph 7, the existing text is numbered as paragraph 7.2 and the following new paragraph 7.1 is added:
 “7.1 All lifeboats, except free-fall lifeboats, shall be turned out from their stowed position, without any persons on board if weather and sea conditions so allow.”
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 6. The existing text of paragraph 11 is replaced by the following: 
 • “11 Periodic servicing of launching appliances and on-load release gear
 •  11.1 Launching appliances shall be:
 1 maintained in accordance with instructions for on‑board maintenance as required by regulation 36;
 2 subject to a thorough examination at the annual surveys required by regulations I/7 or I/8, as applicable; and
 3 upon completion of the examination referred to in .2 subjected to a dynamic test of the winch brake at maximum lowering speed. The load to be applied shall be the mass of the lifeboat without persons on board, except that, at intervals not exceeding five years, the test shall be carried out with a proof load of 1.1 times the maximum working load of the winch.
 •   11.2 Lifeboat on-load release gear shall be:
 1 maintained in accordance with instructions for on‑board maintenance as required by regulation 36;
 2 subject to a thorough examination and operational test during the annual surveys required by regulations I/7 and I/8 by properly trained personnel familiar with the system; and
 3 operationally tested under a load of 1.1 times the total mass of the lifeboat when loaded with its full complement of persons and equipment whenever the release gear is overhauled. Such over-hauling and test shall be carried out at least once every five years.*”
 • *** * Refer to the Recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances, adopted by the Organization by resolution A.689(17). For life-saving appliances installed on board on or after 1 July 1999, refer to the Revised Recommendations on testing of life-saving appliances, adopted by the Organization by resolution MSC.81(70).
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 ANNEX 4• MSC/CIRC.1093 ON GUIDELINES FOR PERIODIC SERVICING AND
 MAINTENANCE OF LIFEBOATS, LAUNCHING APPLIANCES AND ON-LOAD RELEASE GEAR
 • 1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its sixty-second session (24 to 28 May 1993), approved Guidelines on inspection and maintenance of lifeboat on-load release gear, issued as MSC/Circ.614.
 •  2 Recognizing the experience gained since the approval of the Guidelines by MSC 62 and that the implementation of expanded and improved guidelines could contribute towards a reduction of the incidence of accidents with lifeboats, the Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-seventh session (28 May to 6 June 2003), approved the Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gear, set out in the annex, which could also be used for the periodic servicing and maintenance of liferafts, rescue boats and fast rescue boats and their launching appliances and on-load release gear.
 •  3 Member Governments are invited to give effect to the annexed Guidelines as soon as possible and to bring them to the attention of shipowners, ship operators, ship personnel, surveyors, manufacturers and all others concerned with the inspection and maintenance of lifeboats, liferafts, rescue boats and fast rescue boats and their launching appliances and on-load release gear. 
 •
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 MSC/CIRC.1115 ON PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS IN HIGH FREE-FALL LAUNCHING OF LIFEBOATS
 1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-eighth session (12 to 21 May 2004), considered several reports of injuries sustained by seafarers during free‑fall launches of free‑fall lifeboats from heights greater than 20 metres.
 2 The Committee endorsed the proposal of the Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Equipment to add a relevant item to its short-term work plan for measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats, to consider the need for improvements to the requirements for design and configuration of free-fall lifeboat seating and launch arrangements to protect the occupants from harmful acceleration forces, particularly with regard to free-fall launch heights greater than 20 metres.
 3 The Committee, recognizing the ongoing work of the Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Equipment to address this issue, agreed that in enforcing the provisions of SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3.4 with regard to free-fall lifeboats being launched from heights greater than 20 metres, Administrations may accept launching by falls in lieu of free-fall launching, provided that a simulated free-fall launch is conducted at least every six months.
 4 Member Governments are invited to bring this circular to the attention of their Administrations and all parties concerned.
 5 This circular remains in effect for two years from the date of this circular unless revoked earlier.
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  MSC/CIRC.1136 ON GUIDANCE ON SAFETY DURING ABANDON SHIP DRILLS USING LIFEBOATS
 1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-ninth session (1 to 10 December 2004), recalled that, at its seventy-fifth session (15 to 24 May 2002), it considered the issue of the unacceptably high number of accidents with lifeboats that have been occurring over recent years in which crew were being injured, sometimes fatally, while participating in lifeboat drills and/or inspections.
 2 The Committee further observed that most accidents fell under the following categories:
 a) failure of on-load release mechanism;
 b) inadvertent operation of on-load release mechanism;
 c) inadequate maintenance of lifeboats, davits and launching equipment;
 d) communication failure;
 e) lack of familiarity with lifeboats, davits, equipment and associated controls;
 f) unsafe practices during lifeboat drills and inspections; and
 g) design faults other than on-load release.
 3 Watchkeeping, to develop further IMO guidance.
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 3. The Committee recalled that, at its seventy-fifth session, it had approved MSC/Circ.1049 on Accidents with lifeboats, to draw the attention of manufacturers, shipowners, crews and classification societies to the personal injury and loss of life that may follow inadequate attention to the design, construction, maintenance and operation of lifeboats, davits and associated equipment, and urged all concerned to take necessary action to prevent further accidents with lifeboats. The Committee further recalled that, at its seventy‑seventh session, it had endorsed the intention of the Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Equipment, in co-operation with the Sub‑Committee on Standards of Training and
 4 Accordingly, the Committee approved the Guidance on safety during abandon ship drills using lifeboats, as set out in the annex.
 5 The Committee noted that the Guidance developed for lifeboats has relevance, in general, for emergency drills with other life-saving systems and should be taken into account when such drills are conducted.
  6 Member Governments are invited to bring the Guidance to the attention of their maritime Administrations, relevant industry organizations, manufacturers, shipowners, crews and classification societies.
 7 Member Governments are further invited, while enforcing the provisions of SOLAS regulation IX/4.3, to ensure that the provisions of the annex are addressed through the Safety Management System of the company, as appropriate.

Page 23
                        

DIGITAL /May 2007ELECTRONICS 4 23 23
 To Be A World Class Maritime Academy
 To Be A World Class Maritime Academy
 ANNEX 7 MSC/CIRC.1137 ON GUIDELINES FOR SIMULATED
 LAUNCHING OF FREE-FALL LIFEBOATS
 1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-ninth session (1 to 10 December 2004), recognizing the need to provide a basic outline of essential steps to safely carry out simulated launching of free-fall lifeboats, required by SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3.4, and having considered proposals by the forty-seventh session of the Sub-Committee on Design and Equipment, approved the Guidelines for simulated launching of free-fall lifeboats, as set out in the annex.
 2 Member Governments are invited to bring the annexed Guidelines to the attention of all parties concerned, for their application as appropriate.
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 ANNEX 8MSC.1/CIRC.1205 ON GUIDEOPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
 MANUALS FOR LLINES FOR DEVELOPING IFEBOAT SYSTEMS
 1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its eighty-first session (10 to 19 May 2006), taking into account the number of casualties with lifeboat systems, further recognizing the need to improve manuals for operation and maintenance of lifeboat systems, and having considered proposals by the Sub-Committee on Fire Protection at its fiftieth session, approved the Guidelines for developing operation and maintenance manuals for lifeboat systems, as set out in the annex.
 2 Member Governments are invited to bring the annexed Guidelines to the attention of all parties concerned with their application, as appropriate.
 •  *
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 ANNEX 9MSC.1/CIRC.1206 ON MEASURES TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS WITH
 LIFEBOATS
 1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its eighty-first session 10 to 19 May 2006, recalled that at its seventy-fifth session (15 to 24 May 2002), it had considered the issue of the unacceptably high number of accidents with lifeboats in which crew were being injured, sometimes fatally, while participating in lifeboat drills and/or inspections, and noted that most accidents fell under the following categories:
 .1 failure of on-load release mechanism;
 .2 inadvertent operation of on-load release mechanism;
 .3 inadequate maintenance of lifeboats, davits and launching equipment;
 .4 communication failures;\
 .5 lack of familiarity with lifeboats, davits, equipment and associated controls;
 .6 unsafe practices during lifeboat drills and inspections; and
 .7 design faults other than on-load release mechanisms. 
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 2 Pending further consideration of the problem, the Committee approved MSC/Circ.1049 on Accidents with lifeboats, to draw the attention of manufacturers, shipowners, crews and classification societies to the personal injury and loss of life that may follow inadequate attention to the design, construction, maintenance and operation of lifeboats, davits and associated equipment and urged all concerned to take necessary action to prevent further accidents with lifeboats. It invited Member Governments to:
 3 bring the circular to the attention of their maritime Administrations, relevant industry organizations, manufacturers, shipowners, crews and classification societies;
 4 take the necessary action to prevent further accidents with lifeboats pending the development of appropriate IMO guidance;
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 3. ensure that:
 3.1 on-load release equipment used on ships flying their flag is in full compliance with the requirements of paragraphs 4.4.7.6.2.2 to 4.4.7.6.5 of the LSA Code;
 .3.2 all appropriate documentation for the maintenance and adjustment of lifeboats, launching appliances and associated equipment is available on board;
 .3.3 personnel undertaking inspections, maintenance and adjustment of lifeboats, launching appliances and associated equipment are fully trained and familiar with these duties;
 .3.4 maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and associated equipment is carried out in accordance with approved established procedures;
 .3.5 lifeboat drills are conducted in accordance with SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3 for the purpose of ensuring that ship’s personnel will be able to safely embark and launch the lifeboats in an emergency;
 .3.6 the principles of safety and health at work apply to drills as well;
 .3.7 personnel undertaking maintenance and repair activities are appropriately qualified;
 3.8 hanging-off pennants should only be used for maintenance purposes and not during training exercises;
 .3.9 all tests required for the design and approval of life-saving appliances are conducted rigorously, according to the guidelines developed by the Organization, in order to identify and rectify any design faults at an early stage;
 3.10. the equipment is easily accessible for inspections and maintenance and is proven durable in harsh operational conditions, in addition to withstanding prototype tests; and
 3.11. the approving authorities or bodies pay close attention to proper workmanship and state-of-the-art possibilities when assessing equipment for approval; and encourage shipowners, when undertaking maintenance and repair activities, to employ qualified personnel, preferably certified by the manufacturer.
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 4.   Member Governments were further invited, while enforcing the provisions of SOLAS regulation IX/4.3, to ensure that the above issues are addressed through the Safety Management System of the company, as appropriate.
 5. The Committee further recalled that, at its seventy-seventh session (28 May to 6 June 2003), recognizing the experience gained since the approval of the Guidelines on inspection and maintenance of lifeboat on-load release gear (MSC/Circ.614) at its sixty-second session (24 to 28 May 1993), and that the implementation of expanded and improved guidelines could contribute towards a reduction of the incidence of accidents with lifeboats, it had approved the Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gear (MSC/Circ.1093), superseding MSC/Circ.614. Taking into account subsequent amendments to SOLAS chapter III and the LSA Code, and having considered proposals by the fiftieth session of the Sub-Committee on Fire Protection, the Committee approved amendments to the Guidelines as set out in annex 1. The Committee further noted that the guidance developed for lifeboats could also apply to the periodic servicing and maintenance of liferafts, rescue boats and fast rescue boats and their launching appliances and on-load release gear.
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 5. The Committee further recalled that, at its seventy-ninth session (1 to 10 December 2004), it had endorsed the intention of the Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Equipment, in co‑operation with the Sub-Committee on Standards of Training and Watchkeeping, to develop further IMO guidance as envisioned in MSC/Circ.1049, and accordingly, approved the Guidance on safety during abandon ship drills using lifeboats (MSC/Circ.1136), as set out in annex 2. The Committee further recalled that the Guidance developed for lifeboats has relevance, in general, for emergency drills with other life-saving systems and should be taken into account when such drills are conducted. In connection with MSC/Circ.1136, and recognizing the need to provide a basic outline of essential steps to safely carry out simulated launching of free-fall lifeboats in accordance with SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3.4, and having considered proposals by the forty‑seventh session of the Sub‑Committee on Design and Equipment, the Committee further approved the Guidelines for simulated launching of free-fall lifeboats (MSC/Circ.1137), as set out in the appendix to annex 2. 
 6. Having considered the need to update several of the circulars discussed above, and having considered proposals by the fiftieth session of the Sub-Committee on Fire Protection to consolidate the numerous circulars on the subject of measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats in order to better serve the mariner, the Committee approved the annexed Guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of lifeboats, launching appliances and on-load release gear (annex 1) and Guidelines on safety during abandon ship drills using lifeboats (annex 2).
  7 Member Governments are invited to give effect to the annexed Guidelines as soon as possible and to bring them to the attention of shipowners, ship operators, ship-vetting organizations, ship personnel, surveyors, manufacturers and all others concerned with the inspection and maintenance of lifeboats, liferafts, rescue boats and fast rescue boats and their launching appliances and on-load release gear.  
 8 This circular supersedes MSC/Circ.1049, MSC/Circ.1093, MSC/Circ.1136 and MSC/Circ.1137.
 •  
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 ANNEX 10•  AMENDMENTS TO SOLAS RGEULATION III/19 - – Emergency
 training and drills
 • Paragraph 3.3.4 is replaced by the following:
 • “3.3.4 In the case of a lifeboat arranged for free-fall launching, at least once every three months during an abandon ship drill the crew shall board the lifeboat, properly secure themselves in their seats and commence launch procedures up to but not including the actual release of the lifeboat (i.e., the release hook shall not be released). The lifeboat shall then either be free-fall launched with only the required operating crew on board, or lowered into the water by means of the secondary means of launching with or without the operating crew on board. In both cases the lifeboat shall thereafter be manoeuvred in the water by the operating crew. At intervals of not more than six months, the lifeboat shall either be launched by free-fall with only the operating crew on board, or simulated launching shall be carried out in accordance with the guidelines developed by the Organization*.”___________
 • * Refer to Measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats (MSC.1/Circ.1206).
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 MSC.1/CIRC.1207 ON EARLY IMPLEMENTATION OF DRAFT SOLAS REGULATION III/19.3.3.4
 1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its eighty-first session (10 to 19 May 2006), approved a draft amendment to SOLAS regulation III/19.3.3.4 concerning provisions for the launch of free-fall lifeboats during abandon ship drills, as follows:
 2 “19.3.3.4 In the case of a lifeboat arranged for free-fall launching, at least once every three months during an abandon ship drill the crew shall board the lifeboat, properly secure themselves in their seats and commence the launch procedure up to but not including the actual release of the lifeboat (i.e., the release hook shall not be released). The lifeboat shall then either be free-fall launched with only the required operating crew on board, or lowered into the water by means of the secondary means of launching without the operating crew on board, and then manoeuvred in the water by the operating crew. At intervals of not more than six months, the lifeboat shall either be launched by free-fall with only the operating crew on board, or simulated launching shall be carried out in accordance with the guidelines developed by the Organization.*”___________________
 • Refer to the Measures to prevent accidents with lifeboats (MSC.1/Circ.1206).
  2 In view of the expiration of MSC/Circ.1115, which addressed free-fall launching from high-launch heights, and in order to improve the safety of abandon ship drills involving free-fall lifeboats, and recognizing that considerable time will pass before the amendment will enter into force, the Committee urges Member Governments to give the amended regulation early effect, pending its formal entry into force.
 • 3 Member Governments are also invited to accept ships flying the flags of other States conducting drills in accordance with the 1974 SOLAS Convention and the above approved amendment._______________
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