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 Disclaimer
 _____________________________________________
 This book is purely a work of fiction and all characters
 in the book are fictional. Any resemblance to real life
 characters, living or dead is purely coincidental. This
 book is not intended to hurt any religion, caste, race,
 country or individual.
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 About The Author
 W Prajwalit is the pen name of the author Dr. Pradip
 Chauhan. He has earned his M.B.B.S. and M.S. Degree
 from Saurashtra University, Gujarat and working as
 Lecturer in the Pandeet Deendayal Upadhyay Medical
 College, Rajkot, Gujarat.
 His area of interest is fiction, romance,
 paranormal, occult, and spiritual writings. He had
 already published many international research articles in
 Medicine. He had strong educational background and he
 has vast reading of Gujarati, Hindi, English literatures.
 Follow author on facebook id:
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 About The Book
 W This is the 3rd edition of the book after successful and
 wild response from the readers for previous two editions.
 This is the compilation of four stories descripted in
 India, love is the core concept of the stories.
 The love depicted in the book is not only
 external attraction but internal instinct.
 Ponytail the story of a rich businessman who
 falls in love of his employee. The chocolate, the first
 crush and the secret love are stories of young adults.
 The love stories in the book have some unusual
 twist and unexpected climaxes.
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 Editorial reviews
 W IR Verdict: Filled with more suspenseful twists
 and romantic moments, the characters in LOVE
 STORIES discover constant complications and
 challenges….
 ‘Set in India, five separate vignettes detail out
 episodes for characters of different ages, occupations,
 and family backgrounds as they grapple with finding,
 and holding onto, love.
 Though this collection of stories revolves around
 a universal theme of looking for love, it is not as light-
 hearted or warm as it sounds. Love is shown in multiple
 circumstances: the unrequited kind, the tragic love that
 cannot be due to external factors, and the joyous form of
 reciprocated love. As the characters’ struggle with their
 feelings for each other, the different situations that they
 find themselves in based on a combination of the choices
 that they make and serendipity that ensues represent
 eclectic, original cases….’
 ~ Ed Bennett (Indie Reader editorial review).
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 Prologue
 W This book contains some love stories that never ended in
 marriage.
 Ponytail : is a story of a moneymaker businessman;
 doing very well in business and falls in love with one of
 his employees
 Chocolate : is a story of a handworker student who is
 the child of a widow who falls in love with a school
 friend.
 Secret Love : is a story of a young working girl who
 falls in love with a handsome young physician.
 First Crush : is a story of a boy who had a crush on
 his doctor.
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 Ponytail
 Today a year had passed, since I had last seen Tapasya.
 Only a year before she had left this house and me. I can
 remember that night, when I came back home and she
 found lipstick stains on my shirt. They were not even
 real marks, just lipstick stains! She asked for the
 explanation, but I could not because even I did not
 notice the stains. I had no idea where the stains came
 from.
 Three years ago, I met her when she
 appeared for an interview for a job as marketing head in
 my small textile industry. Her confident look with tight
 ponytail, corporate suit and knee-length skirt was not
 sufficient to impress me. But her attitude towards the
 work itself, her sincerity and her past job experience
 constrained me to select her for the job from the pool of
 seven candidates. My firm was growing and I’m happy
 to say, among the best houses of the metropolis. I had
 started my own business after completion of my diploma
 in business administration from the Indian Institute of
 Management, Ahmedabad at the age of 26 years with
 few lakhs investments.
 When I recruited the lady I was 29 years old,
 owner of 50 crores turnover company and offering the
 industry’s best salary to competent candidates. Her CV
 informed me that she and I were the same age. She must
 have educated herself to market her knowledge and
 personality. Only I was habitual to see with bird’s eye; I
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 3
 could see that her communication was good and she
 could sell anything to anybody.
 *****
 She did well in six months and proved herself; I
 called her into my office to congratulate and inform her
 that she was promoted to managing director of our new
 branch somewhere in another city with good hike in her
 salary.
 She entered my room with the same smiling face
 of a salesman. I complimented her and informed her of
 her promotion. She smiled again, but this time her smile
 was dry and charmless. She told me that she wanted to
 work under me and wanted to learn more from me. I
 knew most of the employees show the same gesture of
 respect to their employer and supposed she was one of
 those.
 I was transferring other three well-performing
 employees from my branch to the new branch. So, I
 decided to give a small farewell party along with the
 announcement of the new branch opening. The whole
 responsibility of the arrangement of the party was given
 to Tapasya. Only those four and I were aware of the fact
 that we were escalating our business.
 I talked about the budget and about the expected
 number of guests for the party. It was a small party and
 only office members with their folk were invited. She
 asked me to give her time to manage everything because
 she had other important work at hand.
 “If you are busy with your work, I can ask
 another for the arrangement.”
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 “No, sir, I am delighted to perform the duty.”
 She extended a lingering curtsy. She did not desire to
 leave it.
 But the sharp features of her face showed an expression I
 had never seen before from her. First time I ever noticed
 the pouty lips of a lady!
 She had nice wide eyes which appeared more
 beautiful with the mascara and eyeliner she had placed
 with much practice. She had painted her face with light
 makeup that exaggerated her sharp facial features. Her
 neck was quite long and her hair was still tied in a
 ponytail, but long enough to reach her mid-back.
 I also had healthy, well grown black hair and I
 always kept it a little bit longer than other males did. I
 was an out-of-the-box thinker and habitual to keep my
 hair a little bit longer than shoulder length but never tied
 back in a ponytail. I kept a well-grown but neat, clean,
 and well-trimmed beard, which gave me a dashing look.
 Many girls had flirted with me because of my dashing
 looks and well-built Bharatiya stature of five feet eight
 inches with broad shoulders, well-built muscles, a 38-
 inch wide chest with bulging pectorals, flat abdomen
 with a 28-inch waist and 36-inch butt with thick thighs
 below. Regular two-hour yoga, meditation and weight
 bearing exercises had left enough cuts on my body to be
 an amatory hot guy.
 But my business was my only concern and not
 girls so I never dated a girl, nor even flirted. Whenever I
 communicated with any lady it was for business
 purposes only, or just for formality. That day, I could not
 shift my gaze from her troubled face.
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 “Sir, may I leave?” Her eyes caught me staring
 into her face.
 “Tapasya, if you’re comfortable, only then, take
 this responsibility.” I attempted to poke out her
 hesitation.
 “No, sir, it’s ok” she told me reluctantly.
 I was a very punctual and strict boss but I was
 not heartless. I often could sense the frame of mind of
 my employees. I was a boss who not only believed in
 target based work, but quality based work also.
 Additionally, my overachiever persona and my
 assertiveness was enough to keep any employee in
 control and terror. Only that time I imagined I might
 have been too punitive with my employees. That might
 be the reason Tapasya could not refuse the employment.
 She must be papering over the crack.
 I called Ahmad and told him to prepare an
 arrangement for a little party. Ahmad was also a truthful
 and meticulous employee. He was to be the marketing
 head after transfer of Tapasya. I revealed the purpose of
 the party, invitees list, and the other plans discussed
 already with Tapasya in the presence of she. Ahmad
 asked me to allow him to leave early to arrange things;
 the plan was to arrange dinner in a banquet of a four-star
 hotel owned by my acquaintance. I allowed him, but
 only after the big announcement was made.
 I had almost 25 employees working in my
 office, including the peon, although my manufacturing
 unit had around 100-150 employees. That treat was only
 for the 25 employees and their families.
 I came out of my office with Ahmad and
 Tapasya and announced, “My dear colleagues, with
 Sample Copy. Not For Distribution.
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 heavy heart I have to announce that our very efficient
 colleague, Miss Tapasya, will no longer work here with
 us. And as well, respected finance manager, Mr.
 Mansukhbhai, who has been practicing with us from the
 time of establishment of this young company; quality
 assurance manager Mr. Krunal, and manufacturing
 queen, manufacture unit’s head and manager, Mrs.
 Vrunda is going to leave us, also with Miss Tapasya.”
 I talked without any aspect then I paused to
 watch the reaction of the faces of others. Everybody was
 surprised. They knew some large changes would be
 taking place, but my announcement was unexpected.
 I continued, “Just juniors of all these four are
 going to replace them and will take their position and
 pay perks. I am officially announcing Miss. Tapasya,
 Mr. Mansukhbhai, Mr. Krunal and Mrs. Vrunda, as
 managing directors of our new branch in Surat and as
 they have already taken on the proposition, they will
 carry the obligation of a new manufacturing unit in Surat
 from the succeeding week.” Everybody was delighted,
 congratulated and applauded me and also for those lucky
 guys.
 As the environment calmed down; I added, “In
 addition, each employee of the Prajwalit Ltd. will be
 offered one unit share of the company this year.”
 The performance of my company was superb
 and every single person dreamed to have partnered with
 me. I was disbursing 500 shares of my company to
 distribute among the employees. The market value of
 each share was around 25,000 rupees and those guys
 were fortunate to get them at 1000 rupees for each. So
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 that was like a huge bonus for everyone and clapping did
 not stop for a long time.
 I had to shout, “Please silence, silence. And on
 this occasion, everyone with family is invited to a dinner
 party tomorrow evening. And to make your presence
 remarkable in a dinner party, tomorrow will be a half
 day. Ahmad will notify you of the venue and the time of
 the party by this evening before you leave.” The
 environment was full of thrills, and lots of dialogue.
 This was the first time I had given such a big
 surprise. I came back to my office and relaxed in my
 chair, removed my rimless glasses, and supported my
 head in the back of the revolving chair.
 *****
 I pampered my long hair and shut my eyes and
 went away into my past.
 Exactly eleven years back, I had gone past my
 junior college and entered into engineering college. My
 father was an honest police officer, and mother was a
 housewife.
 The same year, mummy had an accident and a
 serious brain haemorrhage. The doctor had prescribed an
 emergency procedure and we needed to pay one hundred
 thousand rupees. Dad could not handle money and
 eventually lost mummy. Papa could not tolerate the
 passing of his beloved wife and consequently, dropped
 dead of a severe heart attack.
 I lost my parental shadow in just a day and I
 shaved my head as part of a ritual. From that day, I
 decided to hoard as much money as I could.
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 I also decided not to marry until I could become
 the richest person in the world. To keep the oath in my
 mind, I kept my hair long and never cut it shorter than
 shoulder length.
 From the day I tried hard work, Papa had left a
 small house and few thousand rupees as a gratuity. I
 continued my studies. To pay college fees I gave tuition
 classes to school children. Government scholarships
 continued to pay my 50% of the tuition fee for my
 Management studies. I was quite sharp in studies and
 was intelligent. Nothing else interfered. At the end of
 study, I was able to save two lakhs of rupees. I had
 mortgaged my paternal home to borrow another 8 lakhs
 from the bank and started a small company, Prajwalit
 Ltd., with the small manufacturing unit.
 Only, my eyes were bigger than my stomach. I
 wanted to enlarge my business in Maharashtra. Surat
 was quite near to Maharashtra and the branch set in
 Surat would help me to put legs in Maharashtra and in
 other states.
 I had received reports from the research and
 finance department about the potentiality and risk of my
 future expansion. I was planning for an initial public
 offering of 1000 crores next year to make my company
 nationalized and to expand in the whole Bharat area. The
 Surat branch was the first step of my plan.
 *****
 A knock on the door broke my thoughts. I
 opened my eyes and got again the royal seating posture
 in the chair and ordered, “Come in.”
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 Ahmad entered the room quietly. Ahmad was a
 young guy; he was wearing a blue lined formal shirt with
 dark blue formal pants. He was the guy with short black
 hair, always clean shaven and intelligent, a sweet smile.
 He used to be polite with the other colleagues and his
 juniors, also. He had a decent office look and office
 manners. I always hired efficient employees, but the
 thing I noticed, each and every employee followed the
 universal rule of formal clothes and office manners. I
 swear I had never forced them to do so, but almost all of
 them seem to fear me. On the other hand, on most
 occasions I dressed casually. I never put on a suit or
 anything like formal shirts. Either I entered into the
 office with jeans and t-shirt, or any other casual apparel.
 But my dressing sense was always dynamic and
 energetic.
 “Sir, everything is planned. Tomorrow evening
 in the hotel Alphonso, at 7 o’clock, about 140 people
 will be there so, I have arranged for 150 persons”
 “Just confirm the dinner menu is suitable for
 everyone. Take care of people who prefer Jain
 preparation of food. And yes, you can come with your
 girlfriend also; you will have a great day tomorrow.”
 He blushed, “Don’t have a girlfriend, but have
 fiancée.”
 “She is also allowed. But not her parents.” His
 inner happiness converted his fair, clean-shaved cheeks
 into red.
 “Thank you, sir. May I leave now?”
 “Sure, you can leave now. Announce the venue
 and time to everyone in the office.”
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 It was already seven o’clock. I again called all four lucky
 future directors in my office.
 “You all can leave now and arrange for your
 future destination. You will each be provided a company
 apartment there and you will take charge no later than
 next Monday. So you have about seven days to pack up
 your work. and charge to your substitute explain the
 work. I want little work to be completed by you only,
 before you all leave this branch. I have mailed you the
 list. I know you all have to manage many things, but
 those files and work are critical, so get them complete
 before next Saturday. Any question?”
 “No, sir.” Everyone chorused.
 “You may leave now.”
 At 9 P.M. Damajibhai was permitted to enter my
 office.
 “Damajibhai, why are you still here in the
 office?” I inquired.
 “Sir, Tapasya madam is working till yet. So I
 was waiting her to leave.” Damajibhai replied.
 I was used to leaving the office almost at 10
 o’clock and kept one key with me. Damajibhai, our head
 peon, usually left the office at 8:30 p.m. after everyone
 had gone.
 I never wanted my staff to be overburdened by
 the work and never wanted to make them stay in the
 office as overtime. I allowed Dhanajibhai to leave and
 told him to inform Miss Tapasya that she should leave
 the office without taking the stress of the work.
 *****
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